The Ongin 
of 


the Jewish Problem 


could those dumb boobs not foreseen their utter ruin... 
oi! sure, eh! e’en their damnation. Wast naught 
Cassandra plain enough in her fair warning? 


The Charles de Prevot painting “Mord Rytualny,” or 
“Ritual Murder,” will go on display Thursday at the 
cathedral in Sandomierz as the Catholic Church marks 


its International Day of Judaism. 

A plaque next to the painting will inform viewers that 
the Jews did not actually commit ritual murder because 
it is prohibited by their faith. The information on the 
plaque was prepared by the Polish Episcopal 
Conference’s Committee for Dialogue with Judaism, 
according to the Polish daily Gazeta. 

The painting has been mounted on a cathedral wall but 
has been hidden behind a red curtain since 2006 because 
of its offensive nature. 

It is part of a series of works by de Prevot depicting the 
martyrdom of Christians showing brutal and realistic 
scenes of torture 


Trueborn Christians shall always despise the infidel 
Synagogue of Satan (i.e., all God-damned Jews for 
“blood libel” and all their Muslim half-brothers for their 
lack of conviction in Christ Jesus) and, mostly, foe their 
entire whore-mongering psychopathetic history of 
sowing discord and reaping pestilence, famine, warfare 
(1.e., death and destruction) amongst us po’ folk; and for 
the fiat lie and jihad, too. They are two sides of the same 
cursed coin. An ancient suicidal evil piecemeal-creating 
an unnatural Luciferean jigsaw of Boschean nuclear/bio- 
chemical “garden of hell on earth” for the rest of us 

. The official church policy has always been to protect 
Jews because it was founded by their ancestors - liars, 
thieves, swindlers, money-changers, whores and 
pimpish thugs - but not because Jesus was born into the 
Blue Race. But in reality Jews have always targeted 
Christians for loathing... and most good people have no 
idea of how many poor souls have been enslaved, raped 
and tortured, murdered... oi, sure! these homeless 
wandering people from the sea have always and will 
always tax the world with their false worship and 
idolatry. Moreover, they have always and will always do 
the same in the lands of Cathay to the East, being 
peopled by a Cainite hybrid race and in the lands of the 
sub-Saharan simianegro race and in the desert midlands 
betwixt them where-in dwell every kind of raghead and 
shitskin imaginable... all the slant-eye, fat-lipt, big-ass, 
kinky-haired, ignorant Brown and Black bastards 
worshipping devilish idols and graven images within 
their temples and synagogues and mosques - places 
where-in no Christian soul be welcome and where-in all 
true evangels be loathe to go insomuch as these foul 
demons have brought ruin unto their homelands by 
welcoming the reptilian wanderers amongst them. How 
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“The ostentation which possession 
of great wealth enabled the Jews to 
display, and their unconcealed 
contempt for the practices of 
Christianity, made them an object of 
universal dislike; as usurers, moreover, 
they had gained a strangle-hold on the 
recently founded monastic houses 
whose splendid buildings they had 
financed, and on many of the smaller 
aristocratic families...” 


From Doomsday Book to 
Magna Carta (1951), p. 
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When people think of “The Crown,” they think automatically think 
of Queen Elizabeth II and the Royal family. In this, they are 
mistaken. Although extremely wealthy, the Queen functions largely in 
a ceremonial capacity and serves to deflect attention away from “The 
Crown,” a committee of twelve banks, headed by the Bank of 
England (House of Rothschild), which issues her marching orders 
through their control of the English Parliament. 

Similarly, when people hear of “London” or the “The City” they 
instantly think of the capital of England in which the monarch has his 
or her official residence. But, when we speak of “The City,” we are, in 
fact, referring to “a privately-owned Corporation” - or “Sovereign 
State” - occupying an irregular rectangle of 677 acres and located 
right in the heart of the 610 square mile “Greater London” 
metropolitan area. The population of “The City’ is listed at just over 
four thousand, whereas the population of “Greater London” (32 
boroughs) is approximately seven-and-a-half million. “The City” 
(financial capital of the world) is not a part of England, just as the 
Vatican (religious capital of the world) is not part or Rome, Italy, nor 
Washington D.C. (military capital of the world), part of the USA. 

Indeed, “The City” is referred to as the wealthiest square mile on 
earth and is presided over by a Lord Mayor who is appointed 
annually. When the Queen wishes to conduct business within “The 
City,” she is met by the Lord Mayor at Temple (Templar) Bar - infer 
- where she requests permission to enter this private, sovereign state. 
She then proceeds into “The City’ walking several paces behind the 
Mayor. Her entourage may not be clothed in anything other than 
service uniforms. 

The “City of London” was created after the invasion of William of 
Orange, who acted on behalf of the disbanded Knights Templar. 
This is why the Templar Shield is at the center of the city’s crest. The 
descendants of the Templars organized Freemasonry with the 
Rosicrucians and, /ater, created the Illuminati. These are the real 
rulers of the English Empire and, as said, the “City of London” is 
their financial capital. 


By the 19" century, 90% of the world’s trade was carried by British 
ships controlled by “The Crown.” The other 10% of ships had to pay 
commissions to the Crown simply for the privilege of using the world’s 
oceans. “The Crown” reaped billions in profits while operating under the 
protection of the British armed forces. This was not British commerce or 
British wealth, but “The Crown’s” commerce and “The Crown’s” wealth. 
As of 1850, author Frederic Morton estimated the Rothschild fortune to 
be in excess of $10 billion (today, the combined wealth of the banking 
dynasties is estimated at around $500 trillion). 

The counterfeiting operation known as the Bank of England [ | located 
in the privately-owned “City of London,” was established in 1694 as an 
easy way for the “Government” to create finance. The initial idea came 
from Scottish money changer William Paterson, who was an initiate in to 
the Order of the Orange, a Merovingian Bloodline secret society 
developed by William of Orange. It was only later that the House of 
Rothschild infiltrated the institution. 

The “City of London” is governed by the I/luminati-Freemasons and 
they are governed by their Satanic god Lucifer, called the “Light-bringer.” 
The Bank of England owns most of the Central Banks established around 
the world, and this is the real power of the modern British Empire. One 
example is the United States Federal Reserve Bank, which is wholly 
owned by the Bank of England and her subsidiaries - as are the 
International Monetary Foundation (IMF), the World Bank, the 
European Central Bank (ECB), &c. Thus the world has been enslaved by 
the Illuminati-Freemason conspiracy which exacts her tribute through 
interest on their various currencies. 


Historically all British military colonies with White populations, such as 
Australia, New Zealand, Canada and South Africa were under the 
authority of the Queen and her Government. Whereas all other “slave” 
colonies, such as India, Egypt, Bermuda, Malta, Singapore, Hong Kong, 
Gibraltar and the African nations were the private property of the Crown, 
which is the separate board of the “City of London.” These colonies were 
exploited for slave labor and trade, to make the Jewish banking cartels 
richer and more powerful. 
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PROLOGUE 


A Bad Jew Makes a Worse Christian 


The status of Jews among Christians had changed in the 13" century. 
Before the change, the Church followed St. Augustine of Hippo who 
argued “the Jews belonged in the Christian world, clearly proved by the 
Holy Scriptures.” In the 13" century, however, the two dominant religious 
orders, Dominicans and Franciscans, began to attack the Talmud of the 
Jews—which are “the enemy of truth, Jesus, and God.” 

The Talmud, or so-called rabbinical literature, is a post-biblical 
“Satanic” writing by rabbis which originates in ancient Quabbalistic 
occultism as invented by the Pharisee sect of Babylon (prior to the wicked 
Jews being expelled from Babylon only to return to Jerusalem and 
establish the Second Temple). Jesus referred to them as the “Synagogue of 
Satan.” 


Dominican Friar Franciscan Friar 


St. Augustine 


In the first few centuries CE, there were many sects of Judaism (such as 
Pharisees, Essenes, and Sadducees) each claiming to be the correct faith. Some 
scholars treat Christianity, during that era, referred to as Early Christianity, as 
simply one of many sects of Judaism. 


The Talmud supersedes the Old Testament in authority for the Jews— 
and is the most racist, hate-mongering, blasphemous book the world has 
ever known. It was written in Hebrew between the 3"-and-6" centuries as 
a codification of the so-called Oral Law, which was secretly formulate by 
the Elders of the Golden Calf whilest Moses was up on high talking with 
God: But the Messiah Jesus censored the “Oral Law” when He said: “By 
the traditions of your elders you make void the Word of God.” 


The Golden Calf 


According to Exodus 32, when the people saw that Moses delayed to 
come down out of the mount, the people gathered themselves together unto 
Aaron, and said unto him: “Up, make us gods, which shall go before us; 
for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, 
we wot not what is become of him.” 

And with the plunder taken from Egypt, Aaron made them a molten calf 
and fashioned it with a graving tool and built “an alter of sacrifice” before 
it. Though the Egyptians were neither orgiastic nor cannibalistic, the 
Hebrew Ba'al Moloch and his asherah, Ashtoreth, were again to be 
worshipped by the Seed of Pimp Abram in the dwelling in the Canaanites 
Land Between of Promise ere the Hyksos invaded the Two Ladies viz. 
Egypt—as hadst been done in the Land Between the Two Rivers (i.¢., 
Chaldea, Sumeria, Babylon, Nineveh, Assyria, et cetera), whence Pimp 
Abram deceived Mighty Nimrod the Hunter into bringing all the dark- 
skinned, slant-eyed, fat-lipped and big-ass subhuman captives from sub- 
Saharan Africa and the Oriental conquests to labour at erecting the twin 


The Five Sinful Cities of Lot in the Vale of Siddim 


The “Satanic Verses” of the Talmud can be classified into three 
categories: 

1) Jewish Supremacy. 

2) Hatred towards the “Goys” (“Gentiles’’). 

3) Blasphemies against Jesus Christ, the Virgin Mary, and all Christians. 

The Talmud in the eyes of Dominicans and Franciscans had become 
the greatest influence among the Jews, which, the two orders rightly 
claimed, had drifted from Mosaic Law. As a result, the Jews are no more 
welcome in the Christian world than Muslims and heretics. I concur with 
Muslims, of course, who believe that a “god” cannot be killed by mortals— 
albeit those unable to comprehend that Christ “sacrificed” Iself upon the 
cross. 


It is not jut part of the basic belief of a Muslim to believe in all prophets 
sent by Allah, i.e. Eesa (Jesus), Musa (Moses), Ya’qub (Jacob), Yusuf 
(Joseph), efc... but that the pedophiliac mass-murdering bigamist 
Muhammad saliatiahu alayhi wasallam 1S the most successful messenger of Allah 
that lived on earth. 


“The Origin of the Jewish Problem in Europe” 
The first of two parts. 
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a Siracuse 


Kol Nidre and Tagiyya 


When speaking to Jews about Noahide Law, many people have noticed 
a strong tendency in the “chosen people” to obfuscate, obscure the issues, 
and redirect attention and even outright lie. The Jewish Talmud provides 
Jews with an extremely well-crafted and clever doctrinal prayer called the 
“Kol Nidre” which allows Jews to break their oaths, vows or pledges of 
being truthful at any time. The Kol Nidre prayer is song every year on the 
Jewish holiday of Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) and actually annuls 
and voids “all oaths, vows, pledges and swears” made by Jews in advance. 
Jews who sing this prayer revoke all of their vows and pledges in advance 
so there is no need to repent. Kol Nidre is even referred to as the “law of 
revocation in advance” and “a formula for dispensation of vows.” 

In addition, according to the by-laws of the Kol Nidre, Jews need only 
announce their vow or oath as false if they do not remember the Kol Nidre 
at the time they make the false vow. If the Jew remembers the Kol Nidre at 
the time they make the false vow or oath, then the Jew has no obligation to 
proclaim that their vow is false. So potent is the culture of Kol Nidre 
among Jews that Jews even find it hard to trust each other, and past 
governments who had become aware of this Jewish practice often put legal 
provisions (Jew Oaths) into their legal systems to counter its effect. 


Map 1: Renaissance Italy 


Most importantly, Jews often try to deceive non-Jews into believing that 
Kol Nidre is a simple prayer asking repentance for broken vows made to 
their golden god, and that the Kol Nidre prayer has no bearing on human 
relations or vows made to other people, but the Talmud and other sources 
reveal that the Kol Nidre is indeed meant to break vows, swears and 
pledges made to other people (and not God) in advance. This means that 
when Jews tell you that Kol Nidre does not apply to vows made to other 
people, they are using Kol Nidre itself! 

Muslims, too, are taught to deceive the kuffar (non-Muslim) about their 
true beliefs in order to defend the cause of Islam and Jihad. This deception 
is called Taqiyya. Muslims will attempt to disassociate Islam from terrorist 
acts in order to win sympathy and public opinion, especially in countries 


where they are out-numbered by non-Muslims. They say that such an act 
does not represent “true Islam,” although it is, in fact, an important tenet of 
Islam. Over 60% of the glorious al-Qur’an contains versus about killing the 
kuffars or forcing them to live under servitude as dhimmi (meaning 
“protected person’), who are granted special status and safety in Islamic 
law in return for paying the obligatory heavy capital taxes known as jizya— 
a ritual humiliation of the non-Muslims in a Muslim state for not 
converting to Islam. Dhimmi’s must defer to Muslims in all manners 
whatsoever. Islamic Shari'a Law requires all Muslims to pay a charity 
tithe called zakat - based on income and the value of all of one’s 
possessions. A portion of zakat is required to be used to fund Jihadists - 
such as modern-day al-Qaeda, Hamas, Hezbollah, and Taliban. Failure to 
pay the jizya is commonly punished by house arrest and some legal 
authorities allowed enslavement of dhimmis for non-payment of taxes - and 
seizure of dhimmi families upon their failure to pay annual jizya is one of 
the two significant sources of slaves sold in the slave markets. The majority 
of scholars would have us believe that the jizya is to be taken with 
gentleness, as one would receive a debt; but some Muslims interpreted it to 
contain “an equivocal warrant for debasing the dhimmi (non-Muslim) 
through a degrading method of remission.” 
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Printed by Zvi Hirsch Spitz Segal from a 19th-century Machzor to Yom 
Kippur, Offenbac 


Jewish Blood Libel 


“T am the way, and the truth, and the life. No man cometh to the Father, 
but by me.” 
John 14:6 
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Martydom of Simon of Trent (Nuremberg, Germany, 1493) 

The oldest item in the collection, this woodcut depicts a scene from the Nuremberg 
Chronicle, an illustrated world history as related in the Bible and one of the earliest 
published books (Germany, 1493). 

The first known case of Jewish Ritual Murder in England occurred in 
1144; after that, cases cropped up from time to time until the Jews were 
expelled from the realm by Edward I Longshanks, Malleus Scotorum 
(“Hammer of the Scots”).! During the Middle Ages there had been 
frequent blood libels leveled against the “perfidis Judais” (“faithless 
Jews”), who do not believe in Christ or God. In some places Jews 
celebrated—and still, hundreds of years later, continue to celebrate—Good 
Friday, which commemorates the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
way of contempt viz. they stole Gentile children and fastening them to 
crosses, or making images of wax and crucifying these when they cannot 
obtain children.” 

A small group of 12 century English saints of strikingly similar 
characteristics: They were all young boys, all mysteriously found dead and 
all hailed as martyrs to anti-Christian practices among Jews. 

After that, cases cropped up from time-to-time until the Jews were 
expelled from the realm by King Edward I. The most famous of these 
incidents was that of Little St. Hugh of Lincoln (g.v.) in 1255. The case of 


= 


Edward | son of Henry Ill of England (r. 1216-1272 ce) is credited with many 
accomplishments during his reign, including restoring royal authority after the reign 
of his father, establishing Parliament as a permanent institution and thereby alsoa 
functional system for raising taxes, and reforming the law through statutes. His 
father’s reign was marked by internal instability and military failure: Upon succeeding 
to the throne on 1272 Edward did much to rectify these issues. 

2 This is exactly what is happening throughout Western Civilization today, especially in 
Hollywood and Washington, D.C., where the “spirit cooking” witch Marina 
Abramovié has indoctrinated America’s pedophiliac politicians and other wealthy 
elitists, such sycophants as occultist John Podesta, (who is not an elected official, 
but has real influence in American politics, having acted as Chief of Staff to Bill 
Clinton, serving as a counselor to Barack Obama, and as campaign chairman for 
Hilary Clinton). The recipe for the ‘occult magic’ of Aleister Crowley’s Spirit 
Cooking consists of blood, semen, urine, breast milk and slicing your left middle 
finger... which John Podesta himself has practiced doing. 

Abramovicé performs public ritual acts of pseudo-cannibalism... - attended by a 
secret cabal of psychopathic Satanists, including members of the British Royal 
Family and the Vatican, and divers celebrities and politicians. Reporter David 
Seaman first identified the “Pizzagate scandal” by revealing the pedophiliac 
“Podesta emails” which were made public via WikiLeaks (founded by Julian 
Assange), but have since been privatized. John Podesta has not disputed that these 
are his emails... and many of these “pedo-Satanic” emails, which contain divers 
“pedophilic code-words.” 

These scandalous emails exposing a “child sex ring” (connected to the Clinton 
Foundation) were found to contain strange “ritual child abuse references”: hotdogs 
(i.e. boy), pizza (i.e. girl), pasta (i.e. little boy), cheese (i.e. little girl), walnut (i.e. an 
immature vulva, before the labia have developed), map (i.e. semen, in the context of 
DNA evidence)... a domino grins refers to a man or woman who have left traces of 
blood over there face after licking out a girl who was on her rags (i.e. menstruating). 
For example: according to Wikileaks GIFiles ID 12230, President Obama spent about 
$65,000 of the tax-payers money flying in “pizzas” and “hot dogs” from Chicago for “a 
private White House event” - pretty much the cheapest social gathering food you can 
buy - essentially, smuggling young boys (“hot dogs”) and girls (“pizza”) for a vile 
orgiastic pedophiliac sex party. 


St. Hugh, particularly, was juridically decided, and the Close and Patent 
Rolls of the Realm definitely record cases at London, Winchester and 
Oxford. There seems no reason to doubt that many cases of ritual murder 
have been unsuspected and even undiscovered. 

No one denies this case as a historical event, but the Jews, of course, say 
it was not a ritual murder. 


John Foxe’s Acts and Monuments of the Church records this ritual 
murder, as did the Ballandists and other historians. The Prior, William 
Turbe, who afterwards became Bishop of Norwich, was the leading light 
in insisting that the crime was one of Jewish ritual murder; in 
the Dictionary of National Biography [edited by a Jew!] it is made clear 
that his career, quite apart from this ritual murder case, is that of a man of 
great strength of character and moral courage. 


Saint William of Norwich 


William of Norwich (2 February 1132 - 22 March 1144) son of Wenstan 
and Elviva, Anglo-Saxons was a twelve year-old English boy whose death 
was, at the time, attributed to the community of French-speaking Jews— 
established in Norwich by 1135, only nine years prior to the murder—and 
protected by the foreign Norman rulers. It is the first known medieval 
accusation against Jews of ritual murder: (A written prophecy stated 
that the Jews would regain control of Israel if they sacrificed a Christian 
child each year). 

A converted Jew, called Theobald of Cambridge, confessed that the 
Jews took blood every year from a Christian child because they thought 
that only by so doing could they ever “obtain their freedom and return to 
Palestine”; and that it was their custom to draw lots to decide whence the 
blood was to be supplied; Theobald said that last year the lot fell to 
Norborne, but in this year to Norwich. The boy was locally beatified and 
has ever since been known as St. William. The Sheriff, probably bribed, 
refused to bring the Jews to trial. 


William (12) was an apprentice skinner and tanner of hides who 
regularly came into contact with Jews and visited their homes as part of his 
trade. Shortly before his murder, William’s mother was approached by a 
man who claimed to be a cook working for the Archdeacon of Norwich. 
He offered William a job in the Archdeacon’s kitchens. William’s mother 
was paid three shillings to let him go—to entice William into the house 
where the sacrifice would occur. William J/ater visited his aunt in the 
company of this man. His aunt was apparently suspicious, and asked her 
daughter to follow them after they left. They were then seen entering the 
house of a local Jew. This was the last time William was seen alive - it 
was Great and Holy Tuesday, which precedes the commemoration of 
the death of Jesus. 

William was initially treated well, but was then bound, gagged and 
suspended in a cruciform position in a room where he was tortured and 
murdered in a manner imitating the Crucifixion of Jesus: The Jews 
lacerated his head with thorns before the boy was crucified and his side 
pierced. His body was then dumped in a sack hidden in a tree. 

On Holy Saturday, the body of twelve-year-old William was found 
was found in a sack hidden in a tree in Mousehold Heath, part of 
Thorpe Wood, outside Norwich. A local nun saw the body, but did not 
initially contact anyone. A forester named Henry de Sprowston then came 
across it. He noted injuries which suggested a violent death and the fact 
that the boy appeared to have been gagged with a wooden teazel (used to 
comb raw wool). William was wearing a jacket and shoes. After 
consultation with the local priest, it was decided to bury the body on 
Easter Monday. In the meanwhile, local people came to look at it, and 
William was recognized. The body was then buried at the murder site, and 
the following day, members of William’s family, one of whom was a 
priest, arrived to confirm the identity of the body. They exhumed it and 
then reburied it with proper ceremony: After being buried in the monk’s 
cemetery, the body of William was moved to progressively 
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in the monk’s cemetery, the body of William was moved to progressively 


more prestigious places in the church, being placed in the chapterhouse in 
1150 and close to the High Altar in 1151. 

The Christians of Norwich quickly blamed local Jews for the crime, and 
demanded justice from the local ecclesiastical court - a Christian servant 
woman, William’s cousin who had been sent by his aunt to follow him, had 
glimpsed the child through a chink in a door. Another man is said to have 
confessed on his deathbed, years after the events, that he saw a group of 
Jews transporting a body on a horse in the nearby woods. 

Moreover, a converted Jew, Theobald of Cambridge, confessed that 
the Jews took blood every year from a Christian child because they thought 
that only by so doing could they ever obtain their freedom and return to 
Palestine; and that it was their custom to draw lots to decide whence the 
blood was to be supplied; Theobald said that last year the lot fell to 
Norborne, but in this year to Norwich. The boy was locally beatified and 
has ever since been known as St. William. 

Members of the Jewish community were asked to attend the court and 
submit to a trial by ordeal, but the local sheriff, John de Chesney, bribed 
by the Jews to protect them, advised them that the ecclesiastical court had 
no jurisdiction over them, as they were not Christians. He then took the 
Jews into protection in the castle. After the situation had calmed down, 
they returned to their homes. The issue was revived two years later, when a 
member of the Jewish community was murdered in an unrelated incident. 

John Foxe’s Acts and Monuments of the Church records this ritual 
murder, as did the Ballandists and other historians. The Prior, William 
Turbe, who afterwards became Bishop of Norwich, was the leading light 
in insisting that the crime was one of Jewish ritual murder. Jn 
the Dictionary of National Biography (edited by a Jew!) it is made clear 
that his career, quite apart from this ritual murder case, is that of a man of 
great strength of character and moral courage. 


Saint Harold of Gloucester 


Saint Harold (d. 1160; oft wrongly dated 1168) was a child martyr who 
was slain by Jews in Gloucester, England, in 1168. Harold’s body was 
spirited away by the Jews on Wednesday, 21 February 1168 for them to 
torture him to death on the night of Saturday, March 16" - and found 
floating in a river. Marks on his body indicated that he had been made to 
wear a crown of thorns and had been subject to some form of crucifixion. 
Events seem to have occurred close to Easter, though inconsistencies the 
days and dates given in sources suggest a confusion over the year in which 
the events happened. The story was given credence because Jews had 
apparently been congregating in Gloucester at the time for a Brit milah 
circumcision ceremony. The ritual spilling of a child’s blood in 
circumcision was symbolically linked in the minds of Christians to the 
Crucifixion. 

The story of Harold was never widely circulated, but it was crucially 
important because for the first time it established an unexplained child 
death occurring near the Easter festival was arbitrarily linked to Jews. 
Within three years the first ritual murder charge was made in France. 


more prestigious places in the church, being placed in the chapterhouse 


Recorded in Monumenta Germania Historica, vol. V1 (Erfurt Annals); 
Polychronicon, R. Higdon; Chronicles, R. Grafton, p. 46. 


Saint Robert of Bury 


Saint Robert of Bury (died 1181) was an English boy kidnapped with 
the help of a Judas-like Christian accomplice. He was tortured, being 
scourged and nailed to a tree over Easter in a parody of Jesus’ death and, 
finally, murdered by the Jews in the town of Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk 
on Good Friday 1181. His death closely mirrored that of William of 
Norwich. The child was buried in the church and its presence there was 
supposed to cause miracles. 

Authority: Rohrbacher, from the Chronicle of Gervase of Canterbury. 


A boy crucified in 1192 at Winchester [ ] is mentioned in the Jewish 
Encyclopaedia as being a false charge: But details are lacking. Forty years 
later, on 1232, at Winchester, another boy was crucified: Again, details are 
lacking. 

Mentioned in Hyamson’s History of the Jews in England; also, in Annals of 
Winchester; and conclusively in the Close Roll 16, Henry II, m.8, 26.6.1232. 

In 1235, at Norwich, Jews stole a child and hid him with a view to 
crucifying him. Haydn’s Dictionary of Dates (1847) says of this case: 
“They [the Jews] circumcised and attempted to crucify the child at 
Norwich; the offenders are condemned in a fine of 20,000 marks.” 

Further authority: Huillard Breolles, Grande Chronique, III, 86; 
also, Close Roll, 19 Henry II, m.23. 

In 1244, at London, a child’s body was found unburied in the cemetery 
of St. Benedict—with ritual cuts—and was buried with great pomp at St. 
Paul’s. 

Authority: Social England, vol. I, p. 407; edited by H.D. Traill 


Little Saint Hugh of Lincoln 

England, among other European countries, was not without its own 
blood libel legends as can be seen from the legend of Little Saint Hugh of 
Lincoln (1246 - 27 August 1255). The nine-year-old Hugh disappeared on 
Saturday, 31 July 1255, and his body was discovered on Sunday, August 
29" in a well on the premises of a local Jew called Copinus (or Jopin), 
which had imprisoned Hugh in a secret chamber, fattening him up on milk. 
This Jew, promised by the judge his life if he confessed, did so, and 91 
Jews were arrested; eventually 18 were hanged for the crime. 

The Jews had sent to almost all the cities of England in which there were 
Jews, and summoned some of their sect from each city to be present at a 
sacrifice to take place at Lincoln, in contumely and insult of Jesus Christ. 
A great number of them assembled at Lincoln, and then they appointed a 
Jew of Lincoln judge, to take the place of Pilate, by whose sentence, and 
with the concurrence of all, the boy was subjected to various tortures: 
They scourged him till the blood flowed, he was crowned with thorns and 
mocked, and spat upon; each of them also pierced him with a knife, and 
they made him drink gall, and scoffed at him with blasphemous insults, 
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and kept gnashing their teeth and calling him Jesus, the false prophet. And 
after tormenting him in diverse ways they crucified him, and pierced him 
to the heart with a spear. When the boy was dead, they took the body down 
from the cross, and for some reason disemboweled it for the purpose of 
their magic arts. 

Copin was arrested and, under torture, confessed to killing the child, 
implicating the Jewish community as a whole. He was executed. As a 
result, some ninety Jews of Lincoln were arrested in connection with 
Hugh’s disappearance and death and held in the Tower of London, charged 
with ritual murder. Eighteen of the Jews were hanged for refusing to 
participate in the proceedings by throwing themselves on the mercy of a 
Christian jury. It was the first time ever the civil government handed out a 
death sentence for a conviction of ritual murder. King Henry II promptly 
expropriated the property of those convicted. The others were pardoned 
and set free, most likely because his brother, Richard, Earl of Cornwall, 
who had recently purchased the rights to tax the Jews from the king, saw a 
potential threat to his own source of income, intervened on their behalf - as 
the money and property of any Jew convicted of a crime would then belong 
to the king. 


Werner of Oberwesel 


Werner of Oberwesel (1271 - 1287) was a 16-year-old German boy 
from a poor background who the Jews hung by his feet and used his blood 
for the Jewish ritual of Passover. His body was thrown into the Rhine 
River. When it was found washed ashore, it lead to revenge killings of 
Jews across Europe. Violence spread from the Middle Rhine to the 
Moselle and the Lower Rhine region. The Jewish community turned to 
King Rudolf I von Habsburg, first king of the Romans of the Habsburg 
dynasty, who was convinced the accusations were groundless. He fined the 
murderers of Jews and ordered the burning of the corpse of Werner to 


prevent any further veneration. The royal instructions to burn Werner’s 

body, to prevent any further veneration, were not followed. Werner was 

buried on Wednesday, 30 April 1287 and alleged miracles began to be 
reported as the veneration spread as a martyr cult. 

The disorder in Germany after the fall of the Hohenstaufen afforded an 
opportunity for King Rudolf I son of Count Albert IV of Habsburg and 
Hedwig (daughter of Count Ulrich of Kyburg) to increase his possessions. 
In 1286, King Rudolf I instituted a new persecution of the Jews, declaring 
them servi camerae (“chamber serfs” or “serfs of the treasury”), which had 
the effect of negating their political freedoms. 

Along with many others, the famous Talmudist Rabbi Meir of 
Rothenburg left Germany with family and followers, but was captured in 
the mountains of Lombardy having been recognized by a baptized Jew 
named Kneppe, and imprisoned in a fortress near Ensisheim in Alsace. 
Tradition has it that a large ransom of 23,000 marks silver was raised for 
him, but Rabbi Meir refused it, for fear of encouraging the imprisonment 
of other rabbis. He died in prison after seven years. Fourteen years after his 
death a ransom was paid for his body by Alexander ben Salomon 
Wimpfen, who was subsequently laid to rest beside the Maharam in the 
Jewish cemetery of Worms. 

In the “Divine Comedy,” Dante finds Rudolph sitting outside the gates 
of Purgatory with his contemporaries, who berate him as “he who 
neglected that which he ought to have done.” 

Certainly several similar episodes had occurred in Spain. One of the 
most well known was the supposed crucifixion of the boy Saint Domingo 
of Val in Zaragosa in the 13" century and also the boy of Septilveda in 
1468. This last incident resulted not only in the execution of sixteen Jews 
found guilty of the crime but also resulted in a popular assault on the 
Jewish community (Aljama) in Septilveda, which claimed more victims. 
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Quentin Metsys, Les préteurs d’ argent (c. 1515) 
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Part One 
The Origin of the Jewish Problem 
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The Silk Road 
The ancient trading route was opened since the Han Dynasty around 200 BC. The great Silk Road stretches from the far east in Chang’an, through 
Central Asia and continues to Baghdad, finally reaching Antioch, Constantinople, Athens, Rome and Alexandria in the far west. An alternative route 
can be taken to India. There was also a silk road on sea connecting China with Arabia and Africa. 
Zheng He was a Chinese explorer who led seven great voyages on behalf of the Chinese emperor. These voyages traveled through the South China Sea, Indian 
Ocean, Arabian Sea, Red Sea, and along the east coast of Africa. His seven total voyages were diplomatic, military, and trading ventures, and lasted from 1405 — 1433. 


A Diasporaic Caliphate 

There is little likelihood that financial transactions played a prominent 
role in the pre-Exilic epoch in EreZ Israel (Heb. 9x3 yx; Land of 
Israel)—according to the ethos of Jewish society—then founded on a 
pronounced agrarian structure, ‘lending’ was part of the assistance a man 
owed to his neighbor or brother in need (cf, Deut. 23.21: “When thou shalt vow 
a vow unto the LORD thy God, thou shalt not slack to pay it: for the LORD thy God 
will surely require it of thee; and it would be sin in thee.”). 

During the Babylonian era Jews had greater opportunities to come into 
contact with a highly developed banking tradition and to participate in 
credit operations. After the Exile, commerce and credit certainly had a 
place in Erez Israel: though the society remained predominantly agrarian, 
Jerusalem had a number of wealthy families, including tax agents, 
landlords, and money-changers, who speculated finances and deposited 
their gains in the Temple, which had in some ways the function of a 
national bank. 

Organized banking probably arose in connection with “ma’aserot” 
(“tithes”), in particular, ma’aser sheni, and the pilgrimages to 
Jerusalem, through the activities of the money changers. The use of Greek 
terms indicates a strong Hellenistic influence on the establishment of 
banking. Meanwhile, the Jewish communities forming in the Diaspora, 
the most important at first being that of Babylonia, were given an impulse 
toward a new way of life by the longstanding traditions of a capitalistic- 
type of economy existing around them (see, Nippur and Murashu’s sons). 


In Babylonia, Jews engaged in financial transactions: some were 
farmers of taxes and customs, and the wealthiest of them were 
landowners; among the latter were Huna, the head of the academy of Sura, 
and Rav Ashi. However, Talmudic references show that the standards of an 
agrarian economy were still dominant and, therefore, gamblers and usurers 
were not thought trustworthy witnesses (see e¢.g., Sanh. 3:3). 


Alexander the Alabarch 
Antonia Minor 


Herod Agrippa I 
Candace, queen of Ethiopia 


According to Josephus, a Jewish tax agent was able to make a loan of 
3000 talents: ‘Alabarch’ Alexander Lysimachus, who loaned 200,000 
drachmas to King Herod Agrippa I (Jos. Ant., 18:159—160), was also the 
steward of Antonia, mother of Emperor Claudius. Another Alexandrian 
Jew was treasurer to Queen Candace of Ethiopia. 


PALESTINE DURING THE TIME OF 
HEROD THE GREAT AND HIS SONS 
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First came Pompey the Great in the 60s BC, and then came Julius 
Caesar in the 50s BC. After the assassination of Caesar in 44 BC, the 
globalist views of Roman Triumvir Mark Anthony and the Ptolemaic 
tuler Cleopatra VII—his ever present lover affected the land of Judea in 
the 40s BC. Finally, on August 12", 30 BC, with the famous dual suicide of 
Pharaoh Cleopatra VII of Egypt and Mark Anthony of Rome, Octavian 
(Gaius Julius Caesar Octavianus) was left as the sole ruler of Rome. 

Octavian was now the eminent Caesar Augustus. The era of Pax 
Romana was just beginning and Jerusalem was the central fulcrum or the 
bread basket of this emerging “one world order.” 

The Jews were unusually apprehensive and suspicious during the times 
of Jesus because they were then ruled by an outsider, Herod the Idumean, 
who had seized the overlordship of Judea by cleverly ingratiating himself 
with the Roman rulers. And though Herod, like Solomon before him, 
professed loyalty to the Hebrew ceremonial observances, he proceeded to 
build temples for many strange gods. 

The friendly relations of Herod with the Roman rulers made the 
world safe for Jewish travel and thus opened the way for increased Jewish 
penetration even of distant portions of the Roman Empire and of foreign 
treaty nations with the new gospel of the ‘kingdom of heaven.’ Herod’s 
reign also contributed much toward the further blending of Hebrew and 
Hellenistic philosophies. 


Half the population of the Roman state were slaves; many were superior 
individuals and quickly made their way up among the free proletariat and 
even among the tradesmen. The majority were either mediocre or very 
inferior. 


121:3.7 (1335.6) Slavery, even of superior peoples, was a feature of Roman 
military conquest. The power of the master over his slave was unqualified. 
The early Christian church was largely composed of the lower classes and 
these slaves. 

121:3.8 (1335.7) Superior slaves often received wages and by saving their 
earnings were able to purchase their freedom. Many such emancipated 
slaves rose to high positions in state, church, and the business world. And it 
was just such possibilities that made the early Christian church so tolerant 
of this modified form of slavery. 


There was no widespread social problem in the Roman Empire in the 
first century after Christ. The major portion of the populace regarded them 
as belonging in that group into which they chanced to be born. There was 
always the open door through which talented and able individuals could 
ascend from the lower to the higher strata of Roman society, but the people 
were generally content with their social rank. They were not class 
conscious; neither did they look upon these class distinctions as being 
unjust or wrong. Christianity was in no sense an economic movement 
having for its purpose the amelioration of the miseries of the depressed 
classes. 

Although woman enjoyed more freedom throughout the Roman Empire 
than in her restricted position in Judea (Palestine) under Jewish domination, 
the family devotion and natural affection of the Jews far transcended that of 
the gentile world. 


) In the times of Jesus the religions of the Occident included: 

121:5.3 (1336.7) 1. The pagan cults. These were a combination of Hellenic 
and Latin mythology, patriotism, and tradition. 

121:5.4 (1336.8) 2. Emperor worship. This deification of man as the 
symbol of the state was very seriously resented by the Jews and the early 
Christians and led directly to the bitter persecutions of both churches by the 
Roman government. 

121:5.5 (1337.1) 3. Astrology. This pseudo science of Babylon developed 
into a religion throughout the Greco-Roman Empire. Even in the twentieth 
century man has not been fully delivered from this superstitious belief. 
121:5.6 (1337.2) 4. The mystery religions. Upon such a spiritually hungry 
world a flood of mystery cults had broken, new and strange religions from 
the Levant, which had enamored the common people and had promised 
them individual salvation. These religions rapidly became the accepted 
belief of the lower classes of the Greco-Roman world. And they did much 
to prepare the way for the rapid spread of the vastly superior Christian 
teachings, which presented a majestic concept of Deity, associated with an 
intriguing theology for the intelligent and a profound proffer of salvation 
for all, including the ignorant but spiritually hungry average man of those 
days. 

121:5.7 (1337.3) The mystery religions spelled the end of national beliefs 
and resulted in the birth of the numerous personal cults. The mysteries were 
many but were all characterized by: 

121:5.8 (1337.4) 1. Some mythical legend, a mystery — whence their 
name. As arule this mystery pertained to the story of some god’s life and 
death and return to life, as illustrated by the teachings of Mithraism, which, 
for a time, were contemporary with, and a competitor of, Paul’s rising cult 
of Christianity. 


By the times of Christ Jesus, the narcissistic Jews had developed an 
exaggerated concept of their origin, history, and destiny. They had built up 
a rigid wall of separation between themselves and the Gentile world; they 
looked down upon all other people ways with utter contempt. They 
worshiped “the letter of the law” and indulged a form of self- 
righteousness based upon the false pride of descent. They had formed 
preconceived notions regarding the promised Messiah, and most of these 
expectations envisaged a Messiah who would come as a part of their 
national and racial history. To the Hebrews of those days Jewish theology 
was irrevocably settled, forever fixed. 

121:7.2 (1339.7) The teachings and practices of Jesus regarding tolerance 
and kindness ran counter to the long-standing attitude of the Jews toward 
other peoples whom they considered heathen. For generations the Jews had 
nourished an attitude toward the outside world which made it impossible 
for them to accept the Master’s teachings about the spiritual brotherhood of 
man. They were unwilling to share Yahweh on equal terms with the 


“The Origin of the Jewish Problem in Europe” 
The first of two parts. 


gentiles and were likewise unwilling to accept as the Son of God one who 
taught such new and strange doctrines. 

The scribes, the Pharisees, and the priesthood held the Jews in a terrible 
bondage of ritualism and legalism, a bondage far more real than that of the 
Roman political rule. The Jews of Jesus’ time were not only held in 
subjugation to the law but were equally bound by the slavish demands of 
the traditions, which involved and invaded every domain of personal and 
social life. These minute regulations of conduct pursued and dominated 
every loyal Jew, and it is not strange that they promptly rejected one of 
their number who presumed to ignore their sacred traditions, and who 
dared to flout their long-honored regulations of social conduct. They could 
hardly regard with favor the teachings of one who did not hesitate to clash 
with dogmas which they regarded as having been ordained by Father 
Abraham himself. Moses had given them their law and they would not 
compromise. 

Golden Calf 

By the time of the first century after Christ the spoken interpretation of the 
law by the recognized teachers, the scribes, had become a higher authority 
than the written law itself. And all this made it easier for certain religious 
leaders of the Jews to array the people against the acceptance of a new 
gospel. 


These circumstances rendered it impossible for the Jews to fulfill their 
divine destiny as messengers of the new gospel of religious freedom and 
spiritual liberty. They could not break the fetters of tradition. Jeremiah had 
told of the “law to be written in men’s hearts,” Ezekiel had spoken of a 
“new spirit to live in man’s soul,” and the Psalmist had prayed that God 
would “create a clean heart within and renew a right spirit.” But when the 
Jewish religion of good works and slavery to law fell victim to the 
stagnation of traditionalistic inertia, the motion of religious evolution 
passed westward to the European peoples. 

Different people of our ancestors were called upon to carry an advancing 
theology to the world—systems of teaching embodying the philosophy of 
the Greeks, the law of the Romans, the morality of the Hebrews, and the 
gospel of personality sanctity and spiritual liberty formulated by Paul and 
based on the teachings of Jesus. 

Paul’s cult of Christianity exhibited its morality and clearer concepts of 
“eternal life.” Paul’s doctrines were influenced in theology and 
philosophy not only by Jesus’ teachings but also by and Philo. In 
ethics he was inspired not only by Christ but also by the ; 

The Mediterranean Roman Empire, the Indo-Parthian Empire also 
known as the Arsacid Empire—a major Iranian political and cultural 
power in ancient Iran from 247 BC to 224 AD corresponding roughly to the 
modern region of Khorasan—and the adjacent peoples of Jesus’ time all 
held crude and primitive ideas regarding the geography of the world, 
astronomy, health, and disease; and naturally they were amazed by the new 
and startling pronouncements of the carpenter of Nazareth. The ideas of 
spirit possession, good and bad, applied not merely to human beings, but 
every rock and tree was viewed by many as being spirit possessed. This 
was an enchanted age, and everybody believed in miracles as commonplace 
occurrences. 


First came Pompey the Great in the 60s BCE, then came Julius Caesar in 
the 50s BCE. After the assassination of Caesar in 44 BCE, the Roman 
Triumvir Mark Anthony with his ever present lover, the Ptolemaic ruler, 
Cleopatra VII globalist views affected the land of Israel in the 40s BCE. 
Finally on August 12, 30 BCE, with the famous dual suicide of Pharaoh 
Cleopatra VII of Egypt and Mark Anthony of Rome left Octavian (Gaius 
Julius Caesar Octavianus) as the sole ruler of Rome. 


The Davidian Princes in the Days of Herod the Great 


The Ancestors of Jesus in the 1° & 2" Century Judea BC 


Based on research by Robert Mock M.D. at biblesearchers.com 


Prince Jacob, known as Ya’akov ben Matthan, the father of the Prince 
of David Joseph the Carpenter, was appointed as the Patriarch of 
Jerusalem by King Herod the Great. He became the highest appointed 
official of the Jerusalem Patriarchate, and was called the “Prince of 
Israel.” 


In the era of King Herod the Great (r. 37-4 Bc) lived the elders of 
Israel, the members of the Great Sanhedrin, the families of the High 
Priest, and the Sadducees family of Boethus, the elite and appointed 
family of Zadok—the high priest of King David. It was here we believe 
that governing Princes of David also lived. 

It is reasonable to assume that the highest appointed Jewish Davidian 
leader, Prince Jacob and his family would be found living in the 
aristocratic residential district of Upper City Jerusalem, near the Temple 
Mount region and the Temple of Zerubabbel. 

Note: Zerubabbel led the first group of Jews, numbering 42,360, who 
returned from the Babylonian Captivity in the first year of Cyrus the 
Great King of the Achaemenid Empire: (The date is generally thought to 
have been between 538-and-520 BC). 

Included in these wealthy Jewish elite was the family of Jesus: His 
paternal grandfather, the Patriarch of Jerusalem Jacob ben Matthan 
(32-23 BC), His paternal grandmother, Cleopatra of Jerusalem (30-23 
BC)—the posthumous daughter of Queen Cleopatra VII of Egypt and 
Julius Caesar, the Dictator of Rome. Jesus’ maternal grandfather, 
Prince Alexander III Helios (the biblical Heli viz. a play on the Greek sun 
god, Helios, brother of Selene, the goddess of the Moon, and Eos, the 
goddess of the dawn), was heir to the vanquished Hasmonean Dynasty of 
Jewish priest-kings and now a Jewish metal merchant magnate who with 
his half-brother, the Roman-appointed Decurion Joseph of Arimathea, 
controlled the strategic military metals of the tin, antimony and lead mining 
industry in Cornwall, England. His maternal grandmother, Hannah, was 
the oldest daughter of the High Priest Yeshua III (Jesus II) ben Phabet 
of Israel. 

Prince Jacob, his two wives, Jewish Princess Euchariah and Egyptian 
Princess Cleopatra VIII of Jerusalem, plus their children: Princess 
Miriam bat Joachim only child by Euchariah, his first wife, and Prince 
Joseph the Carpenter with his two younger twin brothers, the Prince 
Clopas and Prince Ptolas sons of Cleopatra of Jerusalem: (Prince Ptolas is 
only identified in apocryphal literature, as a shortened name _ for 
Ptolemaeus or Ptolemy). Joseph was a widower when he was betrothed to 
Mary—his first wife was Salome, and references to Jesus’ “brothers” 
were children of Joseph from a previous matriage. 

The youngest twin, Prince Clopas or known as Cleopas in some texts, 
was also a shortened contraction of the Greek name, Kleopatros, the 
masculine form of the feminine Egyptian regnal name of Cleopatra: (The 
Syriac spelling of Clopas’ name could be identified with Alphaeus). Here 
we see the two twins, Ptolas and Clopas were named after their 
grandmother and uncle, the last king and queen of Egypt: Queen 
Cleopatra VII and King Ptolemy XIV. 


Prince Ptolas was married to a young Davidian, Princess Escha, the 
daughter of Prince Joachim. She was the dynastic heiress of the Onaidite 
Jewish Lineage. Ptolas died a premature death and in the apocryphal 
literature his widow, Escha, moved in with her in-laws, Joseph and Mary: 
A few years later, Princess Escha died and left her children in the custody 
of their Uncle Joseph and Aunt Mary. 

Prince Clopas was husband of “the other” Mary—the “sister-in-law” 
not “sister” of “The Virgin” Mary !°™ !°:2>and were the parents of at 
least four sons—infer and five daughters. Prince Joseph could have also 
“married” Escha in a “levirate-marriage” with his brother’s Ptolas wife, 
Escha, and thereby be her guardian and the custodian of her children. 

If Prince Joseph did die a premature death, leaving Mary (b. ca. 20 BC), 
alone with her son, Jesus (Yehoshua), it is possible and very probable that 
Joseph’s younger “twin” brother, Prince Cleopas, who was born about 26 
BC, was eligible for a “levirate-marriage” with Miriam. 

One of the four sons of Clopas and “the other” Mary would have been 
Prince Simeon ben Clopas, the second Nasi of the Jewish Nazarenes 
who was nominated in 63 CE after the stoning to death of James the 
Just—the brother of Jesus (Yehoshua) in the year of 62 CE by the high 
priest Ananus the Younger—ca son of Ananus the Elder, whose family had 
a passionate hatred to the family of Jesus. 
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The mystery identity of the “other Mary” could easily have been 

Joseph’s older sister, Miriam—the wife of Prince Theudas, who would 

reasonably be a supporting sister-in-law of Jesus’ mother Mary during His 

death. We also have to consider that Joseph’s sister, Miriam’s husband was 

truly one of Jesus’ close supporters as one of the chosen “Seventy 
Apostles.” 


NATURZ 


Qumran was destroyed by the Romans, circa 73 CE, and historians believe 
the scrolls were hidden in the caves by a sect called the Essenes to protect 
them from being destroyed. 

Most of the Essenes lived life within Judaean society. Philo described them 
with the triple definition of piety: love of God, love of virtue, and love of 
men. Like other Jews, they relied on God and venerated the lawgiver. They 
emphasized ritual purity, copied books of the Jewish Scriptures, and wrote 
commentaries on the Books of the Prophets. They also professed belief in 
immortality and divine punishment for sin. But, unlike the Pharisees, the 
Essenes denied the resurrection of the body and refused to immerse 
themselves in public life. With few exceptions, they shunned Temple 
worship and were content to live ascetic lives of manual labour in 
seclusion. 


The Masoretic manuscripts among the Dead Sea Scrolls are astonishingly 
similar to the standard Hebrew texts 1,000 years later, proving that Jewish 
scribes were accurate in preserving and transmitting the Masoretic 
Scriptures. The Dead Sea Scrolls contain nothing about Jesus or the early 
Christians, but indirectly they help to understand the Jewish world in which 
Jesus lived and why his message drew followers and opponents. So even 
though the Dead Sea Scrolls are not Christian texts, they share an 
assortment of interesting similarities with Christian writings in the New 
Testament and can be fruitfully employed to better understand the world of 
Jesus and his earliest Jewish followers. 

The Dead Sea Scrolls have been recognized for generations as one of the 
most convincing methods of proof of Jesus' existence, both historically and 
theologically. Because they date back so closely to the time of Christ, they 
are all the more solidified as honest records of the Hebrew Bible. Almost 
all of the Hebrew Bible is represented in the Dead Sea Scrolls. The Dead 
Sea Scrolls include fragments from every book of the Old Testament 
except for the Book of Esther. 


Jesus' name in Hebrew was “Yeshua” which translates to English as 
Joshua. The Gospels record that Jesus was the Nazarene, but the meaning 
of this word is vague. Some scholars assert that Jesus was himself a 
Pharisee. Other scholars assert that Jesus was an Essene, a sect of Judaism 
not mentioned in the New Testament. 

The Essenes also looked forward to the coming of Messiah. They were 
preoccupied with a heavenly Messiah, who would bring a heavenly 
Kingdom. The Essenes hoped the Messiah would find people who were 
prepared to re-establish the true priesthood and kingship of David and to 
battle the forces of spiritual darkness. 

Historical Jesus principally spoke a Galilean dialect of Aramaic. Through 
trade, invasions and conquest, the Aramaic language had spread far afield 
by the 7th century B.C., and would become the lingua franca in much of 
the Middle East. 


Jesus was born out of wedlock to a woman of Qumran’s royal-priestly 
line, befriended outcasts, and performed no miracles. He was crucified with 
Simon Magus and Judas Iscariot at Qumran, but survived by “snake 
venom” that rendered him unconscious. Jesus then married twice—first to 
Mary Magdalene and, thereafter, to Lydia of Philippi (Greek: Avdia)— 
the first documented convert to Christianity in Europe—a seller of purple, 
of the city of Thyatira. Jesus fathered three children. 


Saint Sarah was the daughter of Jesus Christ and Mary Magdalene 
(“Mariamne”’) 
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After wandering the Mediterranean, he died in obscurity in Rome. 


the Qumran community may be called Sadducean, and not Essene, since 
their legal positions retain a link with Sadducean tradition 


At Qumran, on the other hand, among the Dead Sea Scrolls, we hear not of 
just one Messiah, but at least two Messiahs. Some of their writings talk 
about a Messiah of David that is a kind of kingly figure who will come to 
lead the war. 


John the Baptist (his name doubtless meaning the Essene, he who daily 
bathed and cleansed both body and soul in spring water) 


In the early formation era of the Herodian era (32-to-23 BC), a vibrant 
change under a new era of Pax Romana viz. the Roman Peace brought the 
vigilant supervision of the Roman client king, King Herod the Great. 
During this era, the Boethus family of the senior lineage of the High 
Priestly family of the House of Zadok had now returned (in the year of 36 
BC). They restored the temple dynastic rule of “the divinely appointed high 
priests of Israel.” 

This was the era, when Herod the Idumean governor of Galilee was 
catapulted into the covetous role of being nominated the Roman Senate 
“King of the Jews” in the year of 40 BC. Jerusalem was captured by King 
Herod the Great in 37 BC, and toppled the usurping 128 year rule of the 
Maccabee Jewish dynasty of priest-kings. They were a Zadokian family 
of priests but not the appointed senior lineage. They were Levite priests 
and therefore not Princes of David which carried the genetic royal legacy 
of King David through his son, King Solomon and the non-royal legacy 
through his older brother, Prince Nathan, by their mother, the love of King 
David’s life, Queen Bathsheba. 

was executed by beheading under the orders of the 
Roman Triumvir Mark Anthony, and was placed 
in “house arrest” in the Palace of King Herod. Cf. Genesis 39.1—20: 
“Joseph, prospered by the Lord, becoming ruler of Potiphar's house; but 
Potiphar's wife (called Zuleika in later tradition) tried to seduce Joseph, 
which he refused. Whence turning to leave her, angered by his running 
away from her, she grabs his garment and uses it to make a false 
accusation of rape... and thus assured his imprisonment.” 


Note 


Genesis 40.1, 2: 
' And it came to pass after these things, that the butler of the king of 
Egypt and his baker had offended their lord the king of Egypt. 
? And Pharaoh was wroth against two of his officers, against the 
chief of the butlers, and against the chief of the bakers. 


Joseph was in prison for two years after he interpreted the dreams of 
the chief butler and baker (see Genesis 41:1). One of Egypt’s greatest 
pharaohs, Hatshepsut (“foremost of noblewomen’”) “the Baker”—the fifth 
pharaoh of the Eighteenth Dynasty of Egypt, which was one of the most 
prolific builders in Egyptian history brought great wealth and artistry to 
her land having sponsored one of Egypt’s most successful trading 
expeditions, bringing back incense, aromatic resins, blackwood, ebony, 
ivory, gold and wild animals from a place called Ta netjer (t' ntr), the 
“Land of the God” aka Punt (probably modern-day Eritrea, a country in 
Africa). 

Punt was thence peopled by White folk: The Greeks refer to Ethiopia 
and Libya in their mythology, which were yet peopled by White folk—the 
remnants of the pre-Deluge Atlantean Whites which occupied our 
Edenic homeworld in the Pyrenne mountain range straddling the border 
of France and Spain and south o’er the Gibraltar Mountains and eastward 
to the Greco-Italic Landbridge connecting Europe to North Africa prior 
the “The Flood.” 


Senenmut viz. Joseph was “a commoner” who had a close relationship 
with the royal family. He was a tutor and a secret lover to of Neferu-Re 
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(“The Beauty of Re”)—half-sister of Thutmose III and, perhaps, a secret 
lover to Hatshepsut—the queen who ruled Egypt. He was the overseer of 
the works, overseer of the royal palace, and overseer of the granaries of 
Amun—and in this he is a fore-runner of Moses—the Dead Prince just- 
as-much as prodigious of Pimp Abram. 


Hatshepsut had to deal with her army, which was led by her stepson 
(and rightful pharaoh), Tutmose III the Great—one of the longest- 
reigning rulers in Egyptian history. She had a dilemma: if she led them 
into battle and lost, she would be blamed and could lose power. If her 
army won the battle, Tutmose III would get all the credit and she could 
lose power. 

While Thutmose II had inherited the throne at about two years old, 
Hatshepsut continued to rule by asserting her lineage as the daughter and 
only child of Thutmose I and his primary wife, Ahmose. 


Upon the death of the queen, Thutmose III resumed the throne, 
condemning his aunt-stepmother to an inexorable damnatio memoriae 
and ordering her name and statues to be obliterated—a long-delayed plan 
to eradicate all evidence of Hatshepsut as pharaoh; most likely was a way 
to secure the throne for his son. She was buried in the Valley of the 
Kings. 

Cf. the damnatio memoriae incurred by the Dead Prince Moses, 
whom is ‘dead’ as it is forbidden to utter his name on command of 
Amenhotpe III because of the death of Meketaten (“Behold the Aten” or 
“Protected by Aten”) second daughter of six born to the Egyptian Pharaoh 
Akhenaton and his Great Royal Wife Nefertiti. She died being too young to 
bear her child—the child of Moses—and she was buried in the Royal 
Tomb at Akhetaten, located in the Royal Wadi at Amarna, where 
fragments of her sarcophagus were found. 

And he looked this way and that way, and when he saw that there was 
no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand. 
Exodus 2.12 (KJV) 


As an indication of Alexander’s great wealth, he had nine gates at the 
Second Temple in Jerusalem “overlaid with massive plates of silver 
and gold”: (War, 5.205). In around 32-35 AD, the Herodian Agrippa I 
was indebted to Rome for 300,000 pieces of silver: (Evans, pp. 578-9). 

Agrippa escaped Judea and sailed to Alexandria to beg Alexander to 
loan him 200,000 drachmas. Alexander refused to give the money 
directly to Agrippa, but agreed to loan Agrippa's wife Cypros the money 
because Alexander “marveled at her love of her husband and all her other 
good qualities”: (Antiquities, 18.159-160). 

Alexander had two sons: Tiberius Julius Alexander and Marcus 
Julius Alexander (AD 16-44). After 41 AD, Alexander and Agrippa I 
arranged for their children to be married. Alexander’s second son Marcus 
Julius was wed to princess Marcus Julius died prematurely 
without producing any children with Berenice. Tiberius Julius was the 
Procurator of Judea from 46 to 48 and the Prefect of Egypt from 66 to 
69. In 70, he participated in the Siege of Jerusalem as Titus’ second-in- 
command. 


Sometime between 37 and 41 AD, the Emperor Caligula ordered 


Alexander to be imprisoned in Rome for an unknown reason. This could 
be connected to Philo’s embassy to Caligula in Rome in 39/40. After the 
death of Caligula in 41, his paternal uncle Claudius became Emperor and 
he immediately released Alexander from prison. Josephus wrote that 
Alexander was “an old friend of [Claudius], who had acted as guardian 
for his mother Antonia”: (Antiquities, 19.276). 

It is possible that either Alexander's father or paternal grandfather was 
granted Roman citizenship by the Roman dictator Julius Caesar. His 
ancestors and family had social ties and connections to the priesthood in 
Judea, the Hasmonean dynasty, the Herodian Dynasty, and the Julio- 
Claudian dynasty in Rome. 


Early Merchants in Europe 


Persecution, such as occurred in Alexandria in 414 or the oppressive 
measures promulgated in the Byzantine Empire beginning with 
Constantine I the Great? (Roman emperor from 306 to 337 AD, and the 
first to convert to Christianity) and intensified under Justinian,+ may have 


Tutmose III was a brilliant general who never lost a battle, he excelled 
as an administrator and, keen on conquest, he expanded Egypt's borders to 
their furthest extent, conquering more land than any pharaoh. He 
transformed Egypt from an inward-looking kingdom into an expansionist 
empire. Spoils from his many wars made Thutmose III the richest man in 
the world. His military accomplishments are recorded on the numerous 
monuments he built. 

Perhaps one of his greatest accomplishments was conquering Nubia— 
regions near the Valley of the Kings (where most pharaohs were buried) 
that became annexed to Egypt. The reign of Thutmose III made Egypt 
wealthier and more widespread than it had been for about a thousand 
years. Cf., “the three pharaoh’s of Moses”: the Wise Old Pharaoh 
Amenhotpe III, Akhenaton and/or Nefertiti (“Zelophehad”), and 
Ramesses II the Great. 


—_— ee... _ 
Constantine | the Great 

3 Constantine | the Great (Roman emperor from 306 to 337 AD) was the first Roman 
emperor to convert to Christianity): His acceptance of Christianity and his 
establishment of an eastern capital city—Constantinople—mark his rule as a 
significant pivot point between ancient history and the Middle Ages. Constantinople 
was the capital of the Roman Empire, and later, the Eastern Roman Empire (also 
known as the Byzantine Empire; 330-1204 and 1261-1453). 

4 Justinian | the Great was Eastern Roman emperor from 527 to 565: He is best 
remembered for his work as a legislator and a codifier. His reign is marked by the 
ambitious but only partly realized “renovatio imperii,” or “restoration of the 
Empire.” This ambition was expressed by the partial recovery of the territories of the 
defunct Western Roman Empire. Justinian, the last emperor to use Latin, ruled 
until 565, leaving an impressive list of achievements that included the codification of 
old Roman law, the construction of Hagia Sophia, and a vigorous attempt to 
reclaim lost imperial lands in the west. 

Theodora the Blessed Armenian was Byzantine empress by marriage to 
emperor Justinian. She became empress upon Justinian's accession in 527 and was 
one of his chief advisers. She was one of the first rulers to recognize the rights of 
women. Theodora is a saint in the Eastern Orthodox Church and in the 
Oriental Orthodox Church. 


Alexander the Alabarch 

Alexander the Alabarch (ca. 10 BC — after 41 AD) was a Jewish 
aristocrat: (The alabarch was a magistrate responsible for customs in 
Alexandria). His brother was the exegete and philosopher Philo of 
Alexandria. 

Alexander's family lived in Alexandria, Egypt. Although nothing is 
known about Alexander’s parents, they must have been noble and 
wealthy, because Josephus reports that Alexander “surpassed all his 
fellow citizens both in ancestry and in wealth”: (Antiquities 20.100). 

Alexander became an administrator for the extensive land estates in 
Egypt, owned by Antonia Minor. Antonia Minor was a Roman 
noblewoman, who was the niece of and the youngest 
daughter of the . Alexander had been a long-time 

Emperor Claudius. 


friend of Antonia Minor's youngest child, the future 
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contributed to the fact that from the 5 century Jewish merchants 
followed their Greek and Syrian counterparts to Gaul and not only 
traded in luxury goods but also loaned money. With the disappearance of 
the Syrians and Greeks from Europe in the 7" century, the Jewish 
merchants were able to expand. Within the administration of the 
Merovingian kings (from 481) Jews possibly farmed taxes or advanced 
money on revenues to high officials; according to Gregory of Tours (c. 
538-94), the count of Tours and his vicar were indebted to the Jewish 
moneylender, Armentarius (diced 584), active in Francia under the 
Merovingian Dynasty, also called the Kingdom of the Franks (Latin: 
Regnum Francorum)—the largest post-Roman barbarian kingdom in 
Western Europe: It was ruled by the Franks during Late Antiquity and the 
Early Middle Ages. 
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Saint Anno IT 


During the Carolingian period (from the mid-8" century), Jews 
settled in the Rhineland again as they had done during the Roman Empire 
— some of them lending money on pledges or giving money to merchants 
in a kind of commenda partnership. 

Saint Anno II, Archbishop of Cologne (d. 1075), who was prominent in 
the political struggles of the Holy Roman Empire, as well as Emperor 
Henry IV (1056-1106) borrowed money from Jews. 

Henry IV (ca. 1050-1106), an emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, lived 
quite an extraordinarily chaotic life in the Middle Ages. Although he was 
ruler the Germany-centered Holy Roman Empire for most of his reign, he 
had a dismal relationship with the popes—the spiritual leaders of 
Christendom. Even so, the Christian religion played an extremely 
prominent role in Henry’s life. 


Anti-Pope Clement HI 


Note the ‘damnatio memoriae’ applied to his face. 


& 


Emperor Henry IV 


Saint Justinian 


St. Theodora the empress 


Pope Urban II Henry V 
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Concordat of Worms 


He denounced Pope Gregory VII and set up a rival, Anti-Pope 
Clement III, Anti-Pope and attempted to replace the exiled Pope Gregory 
VII as the head of the Catholic Church. Even though Clement III was 
residing in Rome, the legitimate line of popes was still maneuvering behind 
the scenes to undermine Henry IV. Pope Urban II (r. 1088-1099) incited 
and supported leagues and rebellions against Henry IV, managing to even 
turn the emperor’s sons (Conrad and Henry V) against their father. 


Pope Gregory VII 


The Investiture Controversy 


Pope Gregory VII (born Hildebrand of Sovana, or Ravacum) was one 
of the greatest Roman pontiffs and one of the most remarkable men of all 
times: He was head of the Catholic Church and ruler of the Papal States 
from 22 April 1073 to his death in 1085. He is venerated as a saint in the 
Catholic Church. Gregory VII was the first pope to depose_a crowned 
ruler, Emperor Henry IV (1056-1105/06). With this revolutionary act, 
Gregory translated his personal religious and mystical convictions 
regarding the role of the papacy into direct action in the world at large. 

Gregory VII did not introduce the celibacy of the priesthood into the 
Church, but he took up the struggle with greater energy than his 
predecessors. In 1074 he published an encyclical, absolving the people 


from their obedience to bishops who allowed married priests. 


By 1083, Henry had captured the part of Rome that included the papal 
residence at St. Peter's, and he imprisoned Gregory. On March 21, 1084, 
Henry won control over most of the city, and soon afterward placed 
Clement III on the papal throne. Clement in turn crowned Henry Holy 
Roman emperor, and excommunicated Gregory. 

Gregory VII was rescued, but Rome was plundered in the process, for 
which the citizens of Rome blamed him. As a result, Gregory VII was 
forced to leave Rome under the protection of the Normans, fleeing to 
Salerno, where he grew ill and died on 25 May 1085. The epitaph on his 
sarcophagus in the city's Cathedral says: "I have loved justice and hated 
iniquity; therefore, I die in exile." 

Understandably, Henry IV tried to calm relations, both with his vassals 
and the Catholic Church. He tried to enforce peace between feuding lords 
and hoped to gain a pardon from the Church in exchange for going on 
crusade. His son, however, decided it was time to break away from his 
controversial father—Henry V rebelled in 1104 and successfully forced his 
father to abdicate in 1105. Nevertheless, the stubborn Henry IV somehow 
escaped, raised an army and defeated his son in battle, shortly before dying 
suddenly in 1106. 

Note: The first phase of the papal-imperial struggle of the Middle Ages 
only finally came to an end in 1122 with the Concordat of Worms (Latin: 
Concordatum Wormatiense), sometimes called the “Pactum Calixtinum” 
by papal historians, was an agreement between Pope Calixtus II and Holy 
Roman Emperor Henry V to put an end to the struggle over investiture. 


The Norman Conquest (or the Conquest) was the 11" century invasion 
and occupation of England by an army made up of thousands of Normans, 
Bretons, Flemish, and French troops, all led by the Duke of Normandy, 
later styled William the Conqueror. There is little evidence to suggest that 
Jews settled in England in any large numbers until 
Conquest. It was in Normandy, at Rouen, that a large Jewish community 
had existed since the Gallo-Roman era.° 

William of Malmesbury stated that “the Conqueror” brought the Jews 
of London with him on his return from Rouen. Thus it was that armed 
might - not democracy, which led to England being occupied by Jews. 
During the Paes England was visited by Jews from Italy, Spain 
and Russia, as well as from French-speaking lands. However, Jews 
soon became indebted to the Norman Exchequer. An example of 
Jewish indebtedness is that King Richard I (reigned 1189-99) instructed 
Isaac son of a rabbi, to pay 1000 marks to a favourite 
courtier of King John of England, keeper of the Jews in Normandy. : 


5 See, Gesta Regum Anglorum ii, 371n. 
6 For references to Henry de Gray; see: Morant, History of Essex i. 95 and 
Landon, Itinerary of Richard | no. 451. 
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Map ##: The Norman Conquest. 
Broken Line (from York to Hastings): Harold Hardrada 


Solid Line (from Caen to Hastings and on to London): William the Conqueror 
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The first Jews to settle in England, then, were undoubtedly Jews from 
Normandy and in England they multiplied their number... and their 
coins... and their sins against Christians, until their expulsion in 1290. 
Still, the Jews of England flourished, traveling around Europe and 
profiting from usurious proclivities and mercantile pursuits. They lived 
lavishly, owned great mansions and annexed the land from English folk 
when they failed to meet their loans.” 

Jews in medieval England built ‘the great Synagogue’ just a short walk 
from the Tower of London: (This was an error for which many Jews 
paid later... on their short walk into the Tower for their execution). The 
Synagogue was used not only for religious ceremony but also to ‘invite’ 
claims against Christian debtors—and effecting a settlement of their 
debts ® [one way or another (i.e., through legalese, blackmail, bribery, 
extortion, threats and coercion, and other strongarm techniques)]. 


The Tower of London 
In 1078 a stone built, fortified, Tower was commissioned by William 
the Conqueror replacing the timber tower - it was called the Great Tower 
which was later re-named the White Tower. It was completed in 1097. 


7 For proof of the wealth of Jews in England, see Pipe Roll 3, Richard |, Magister 
puerorum Ysaac (teacher of boys Isaac) p. 32; Vivus scriptor Helye (living writer 
Helye) p. 61; Coc de domo Abraham (abode of Abraham), Josce de domo 
Samsonis (Samson’s home), Mosse de eadem domo (Moses of the same home) 
and/or Biket de domo (Biket’s home) p. 140. 

8 See, Rigg, Select Pleas, pp. 9, 12;Cal. Plea Rolls, passim and Matthew 
Paris, Chronica Majora v. 398-9 
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Rashi Rabbenu 


Rabbi Shlomo Yitzhaqi, (Rabbi Solomon ben Isaac, 1040-1105), today 
generally known by the acronym Rashi, was a medieval French rabbi and 
author of a comprehensive commentary on the Talmud and commentary on 
the Hebrew Bible. He is considered the greatest Jewish scholar of medieval 
times in Ashkenazi (Germany, France and England). 

He was born in Troyes, France, and survived the massacres of the First 
Crusade through Europe. His father Yitzchak was a great scholar, but very 
poor, making his living from the sale of wine. As a young man Rashi 
traveled to Worms, Germany, and other towns that were known for their 
scholars. In Mainz, he studied with Rabbenu Gershom—injer and became 
his most brilliant student. 

At twenty-five, Rashi founded his own academy in Troyes and was later 
elected Rabbi of the town. He decided to write a commentary in simple 
language, using the fewest words possible, to make it easy to understand 
the Torah—combining the two basic methods of interpretation, literal and 
nonliteral, in his influential Bible commentary. His commentary on the 
Talmud was a landmark in Talmudic exegesis, and his work still serves 
among Jews as the most substantive introduction to biblical and post- 
biblical Judaism. Rashi also composed some penitential hymns (selihot), 
which revolve around twin themes: the harsh reality of exile and the 
comforting belief in redemption. 


Gershom ben Judah (ca. 960 -1040) was an eminent rabbinical scholar 
which proposed a far-reaching series of legal enactments (taqqanot) that 
profoundly molded the social institutions of medieval European Jewry. He 
was called the “light of the exile” and also Rabbenu (“Our Teacher,” a 
title of reverence). As head of the rabbinic academy at Mainz, he was a 
pioneer in bringing the learning of the Talmudic academies at Babylon 
and Palestine _to_western_European_ schools. At synods of community 
leaders he proposed his tagganot, which included the prohibition of 
polygamy (permitted by biblical and Talmudic law but already mostly 
unpracticed), interdiction of the husband’s right to divorce without the 
wife’s consent, prohibition of reading another’s mail without his consent 
(mail then was usually carried by travelers), and prohibition against 
taunting Jews who had been forcibly converted to another religion and 
had then returned to Judaism. 

Rabbenu wrote many responsa (authoritative answers in response to 
questions about Jewish law), worked on a critical text of the Talmud and 
the Masora: (a body of notes on the textual traditions of the Hebrew 
Scripture compiled by scribes during the first millennium of the Christian 
era), and transmitted to his students an extensive oral commentary on the 
Talmud. 

At his old age Rashi's health failed him. He was weak and ailing and 
could no longer write. His daughter then acted as his secretary, and he 
dictated to her his answers to the many queries that used to come in to him 
from the greatest scholars of his time. 

Rashi had no sons, but he had several daughters, some say two, some say 
three. His sons-in-law and grandchildren were famous scholars and 
commentators of the Torah and Talmud. One of his grandsons was Rabenu 
Tam, another one, Rashbam (Rabbi Samuel ben Meir). Rashi’s grandsons 
and disciples were the authors of the “Tosefoth” known to all students of 
the Talmud. 

In the last years of his life Rashi lived to see troubled times. It was the 
time of the crusaders, when thousands of Jews were massacred by wild and 
mad mobs that participated in the crusades, and wiped out whole 
communities on their way. Rashi's heart was broken and full of sorrow 
about the plight of his unfortunate brethren, and he wrote Piyutim, some of 
which have become part of our prayers—especially in the “Selichoth.” 


St. Anselm of Canterbury 


Anselm of Canterbury (ca. 1033-21 April 1109), also called Anselm of 
Aosta after his birthplace and Anselm of Bec after his monastery, was an 
Italian Benedictine monk, abbot, philosopher and theologian of the 
Catholic Church, who held the office of Archbishop of Canterbury from 
1093 to 1109. 

As a scholar, Anselm is_ recognized for many intellectual 
accomplishments, including his “application of reason in exploring the 
mysteries of faith” and for his definition of theology as “faith seeking 
understanding”, that is, with the starting point of his faith, and through the 
gift of God’s grace, we aim to understand “the faith” and “the God of our 
faith.” He puts it as such: “For. I do not seek to understand so that I may 
believe; but I believe so that I may understand. 


Anselm writes his memorable phrase, “credo ut intelligam” (‘“T believe 
in order that I may understand”), toward the end of the opening prayer of 
his Proslogion on the way to elucidating his most famous argument about 
the existence of God. Anselm prefaces his credo with a statement of belief, 
and therefore suggests that only those who believe that understanding 
comes by believing have any hope of receiving understanding: “For this I 
also believe: that unless I believe I will not understand” (“Nam et hoc 
credo: quia nisi credidero non intelligam’’). 


Anselm claims to derive the existence of God from the concept of a 
being than which no greater can be conceived. St. Anselm reasoned that, if 
such a being fails to exist, then a greater being—namely, a being than 
which no greater can be conceived, and which exists—can be conceived. 

In Cur deus homo, however, Anselm characterizes sin primarily as 
acting contrary to the Divine Will of God. Thus, at Cur deus homo, 1.11, 
we learn that “to sin is nothing other than not to give God what is owed to 
him.” What, then, is owed to him? 

Anselm does not separate Jesus Christ from the Trinity. He understands 
Jesus Christ as God and a person of the Trinity. Therefore, Christ's saving 
work is God and the Trinity's. Combining these three arguments affirms 
that salvation is a gratuitous grace of God to humanity. 

Anselm held that the death of the God-human (Christ) on the cross was 
the only rationally intelligible way in which sinful humankind could have 
been reconciled with God. Atonement is made possible through Christ, by 
whose ‘infinite merits’ humanity is purified in an act of cooperative re- 
creation. 


In the meantime, the societies of Normandy, France, Burgundy, and 
England, to some extent, were experiencing the exhilarating and turbulent 
happenings connected with the event that came to be known as the First 
Crusade. The mention of “the unbelievers” (“infideles’”) in the opening 
sections of Anselm’s Cur Deus Homol draws attention to the possible 
existence of non-Christians in medieval Western society in the final decade 
of the eleventh century, if the allusion is not fictive. 


The Abbasid Caliphate 


The Abbasid dynasty or Abbasids were an Arab clan descended from 
Abbas ibn Abd al-Muttalib that became the ruling family of the 
Caliphate, and thus the supreme heads of the Islamic world between 750 
and 1258. It became a center of learning and the hub of what is known as 
the Golden Age of Islam. 
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With the rapid development of city life and commerce in the caliphate 
of Baghdad (from the late-8" century) and the transition of the majority of 
Jews under caliphate rule from agriculture and a village environment to 
the cities, banking became one of the occupations of some upper- 
class Jews, especially in Baghdad and, later, under the Fatimids (from 
968) in Egypt. 

Jahbadhiyya, as it was called, was a form of banking based on the 
savings and economic activities of the whole Jewish merchant class and 
not only on the fortunes of the very rich: the bankers loaned to the State 
and its officers money that had been deposited with them as well as from 
their own fortunes. 

The vast sums at the disposal of these Jewish bankers and their relative 
immunity from confiscation by the autocratic authorities both tend to 
confirm that these Jewish “court bankers” from the beginning of the tenth 
century onward were well-known to their Muslim debtors as a kind of 
“deposit banker” for Jewish merchants. 


Under the Fatimid caliph al-Mustansir the brothers Abu Sa‘d al-TustariT 
and Abu Nasr Hesed b. Sahl al-Tustari (both died in 1048) were 
influential in the finances of Egypt. With the rise of Saladin and the 
foundation of the Ayyubid dynasty in Egypt (1169), the position of the Jews 
deteriorated but they were able to continue their money-changing activities 
at least. Toward the end of the Mamluk period (1517), Samuel, a 
moneychanger in Cairo, must have possessed considerable wealth, for the 
Arab chronicler Ibn Tyas tells that the sultan extorted from him more than 
500,000 dinars. 
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Haji Bektash Veli or Haji Baktas Wali 


Not much is known about the Muslim mystic, who lived and taught in 
Anatolia, since his origins are shrouded in mystery and his biography 
generally based on legends. 


When the Seljuk armies began to conquer Anatolia in the 11" century, 
they brought more than just warriors to the new land. The Seljuk Empire 
had vast populations of Oghuz and Cuman tribes settle on the great plains 
and steppes of Anatolia. Archeological findings include the remains of the 
Cuman warriors, which lived and died on Anatolian soil, especially in the 
eastern Anatolia region, after they were hired by the Byzantine Empire 
and Georgian kings as mercenaries. However, these Cuman mercenaries 
were Christian in belief even though the newcomers of the 11" and later 
centuries were Muslims with some pagan traditions. 


The Turkish armies helped transform Byzantine Anatolia into 
Turkey, and the Turkish tribes of all kinds, including mainly the Oghuzs 
and Cumans, were also transformed socially and culturally. The 
transformation of the Turkish tribes was from the nomadic to the urban, 
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Muslim conqueror Saladin 


During the Muslim rule on the Iberian Peninsula, Cordoba Jews were 
active in the financial administration in the 10" and 11" centuries. The 
responsa of this period show a highly developed money economy existing 
before the First and Second Crusades. 
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from the oral tradition to the written language, and from syncretic beliefs 
to the mainstream Islamic faith. 

The “Horasan erenleri” (“mystics of Khorasan”) played a crucial role 
according to some historians and written legends. Since the Sufis were 
more tolerant than the fagihs and gadis (i.e., official law scholars 
theorizing and applying the Shari'ah law), Christians felt more 
comfortable interacting with the former. 


Most of the things written or said about Sufi philosopher Haji Bektash 
Veli—a disciple of the Khorasan mystics and the Bektashi Order, which 
he founded, depend on the legendary biographies attributed to him. Real 
historical knowledge about his life, thoughts and policies is very limited. 
He played a seminal role in the establishment of the Janissary army in the 
early Ottoman period. 

Haji Bektash Veli is considered the most significant Sufi leader to have 
lived in Anatolia, even greater than big names like Mevlana Jalaluddin 
Rumi and Yunus Emre, thanks to his role in the spread of Islam in the 
region. He is generally depicted in an “Asiatic humbleness” hugging a 
deer and a lion together, which shows his greatness since these animals are 
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natural enemies. Haji Bektash Veli 
Historical records contradict the legendary tale of the Muslim mystic in Rumor also has it that Haji Bektash Veli was the disciple of Baba 
certain matters. The legendary personality of Haji Bektash Veli depicts him Ilyas of Khorasan, the leader of the severe Turkoman uprising of 1240 
as superhuman with heavenly powers exceeding time and place. known as the Babai Revolt in the Seljuk Sultanate of Rum. The revolt is 
His teachings were a continuance of Malamatiyya, who believed in self- sometimes accused of helping the Mongol invasion of Anatolia since it 


blaming to get a pure and pious soul, and Qalandariyya, which is also weakened the Seljuk efforts to keep Anatolia together. Whether Baba Ilyas 
related to Malamatiyya since it offers such diverse acts as gambling, wine showed the way to the Mongol invaders or not, the legend says that Haji 
drinking and using narcotics to maintain a calm demeanor. Bektash Veli learned from him all he needed to learn, though he didn’t 
help his master in his riot and kept a friendly relationship with the Seljuk 
sultanate in Anatolia. 
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The Moneylenders of Europe 


After the First Crusade (1096) the Jewish merchant, in his necessarily 
long journeys, no longer enjoyed even minimal physical security. In 
Western and Central Europe, especially in Spain, the crystallization of 
the essentially Christian nature of the rising city communes combined with 
this insecurity to drive out the Jews from commerce and prohibit them 
jrom engaging in crafts. 

... as well as from Ulm and Nuremberg appear as sources of credit. 
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In France, England (up to 1290), Germany, Austria, Bohemia, 
Moravia, and northern and central Italy, Jews had to turn to loan-banking 
on a larger or smaller scale in order to make a living. The canonical 
prohibition against taking interest by Christians, which was stressed in 
successive Church councils (especially the Fourth Lateran Council of 
1215), and the vast opportunities for capital investment in land and sea 
trade open to the wealthy Christian made lending on interest for consumer 
and emergency needs virtually a Jewish monopoly in Western and 
Central Europe between the 12" and 15" centuries. By the 13" century 
the notion that the Wucherer (‘‘usurer") was a Jew was already current, 
for example, in the writings of Berthold of Regensburg, Walther von der 
Vogelweide, and Ulrich von Lichtenstein. The word “judaizare” became 
identical with “taking interest.” Testimony from the 12" century shows 
that money-lending was then becoming the main occupation of the Jews; 
this was the case of those of Bacharach (1146) and of Muenzenberg 
(1188). However, there is little data to suggest that Jewish banking 
transactions were on a large scale even in the 13" century; but there is 
evidence that the bishop of Basle had debts with Basle Jews and that 
various monasteries had Jewish creditors. 

The transition from a natural economy to a money economy in the 
course of the “commercial revolution,” and the stabilization of territorial 
principalities opened new possibilities for Jewish banking activity, 
especially in the Rhineland and in southern Germany. Jews from 
Siegburg, Trier, Mainz, Speyer, Strasbourg, and Basle as well as from 
Ulm and Nuremberg appear as sources of credit. 

The most important banking transaction in the first half of the 14" century... 
acquired in pledge houses, vineyards, farms, villages, castles, towns, and 


The most important banking transaction in the first half of the 14t | even seigneuries. 


century went through the hands of Vivelin the Red, who transmitted 
61,000 florins in gold which King Edward III of England paid to 
Baldwin of Trier for becoming allied with him against France. 
Margrave Rudolf II of Baden was indebted to David the Elder, called 
Watch, and to Jekelin of Strasbourg and his partners. Muskin and 
Jacob Daniels served the archbishop of Trier in the administration of his 
finances; during the first half of the 14" century, Daniels was probably the 
most important Jewish banker of the Rhineland. He was followed in the 
service of the archbishop by his son-in-law Michael. At the same time 
Abraham von Kreuznach at Bingen had a similar position with the 
archbishop of Mainz. 

Gottschalk von Recklinghausen and his company was another group 
on the lower Rhine. Such banking activity is recorded in other parts of 
Central Europe as far as Silesia. 


Money-changing and coinage privileges were often combined with 
money-lending, and Jews were frequently the sole agents arranging loans. 
From the first half of the 12" century money-changing as a special form 
of banking is supported by documentary evidence. To spread the risk, 
partnerships of between two and ten persons were formed. As security, 
custom at first recognized mainly pledges, but from the middle of the 13" 
century the “letter of credit” came into use, though princes still preferred 
to pledge jewels. 

Often, instead of a pawn, bail was given by several persons. In western 
Germany hypothecation of real estate was preferred, and in this way Jews 


King Wenceslaus IV of Bohemia 


Interest rates do not seem to have exceeded 36% but in the case of 
deferred payment they could rise to 100% or beyond. From the 12% 
century popes and princes exploited the financial capacity of the Jews by 
frequent remission of debts or forced loans. 
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St. Robert of Molesme 


Founders of the Cistercian Order 
In 1098, a Benedictine abbot, St. Robert of Molesme (1028 — 17 April 
1111)—one of the founders of the Cistercian Order in France—a younger 
son of a French nobleman from Champagne, who entered the Benedictine 
abbey of Montier-la-Celle (near Troyes) at age fifteen and rose to the office 
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of prior. He was made the abbot of Saint Michel-de-Tonnerre around the 
year 1070. but he soon discovered that the monks were quarrelsome and 
disobedient, so he returned to Montier-la-Celle. 

Meanwhile, two hermits from a group of monks that had settled at 
Collan went to Rome and asked Pope Gregory VII to give them Robert as 
their superior. The pope granted their request, and as of 1074 Robert served 
as their leader. 

St. Alberic of Citeaux, O.Cist. (died 26 January 1109), was a hermit in the 
nearby forest of Collan in France who, along with five other hermits, 
invited Abbot Robert of Molesme to begin a new monastery with them that 
would operate under the Rule of St. Benedict. Robert led the small 
community of hermits to the forest of Molesme in the valley of Langres in 
Burgundy and established a religious settlement there in 1075, Molesme 
Abbey. Robert served as the first abbot, and Alberic as the prior. 

Initially, the establishment consisted of only huts made of branches 
surrounding a chapel in the forest, dedicated to the Holy Trinity. Molesme 
Abbey quickly became known for its piety and sanctity, and Robert’s 
reputation as a saintly man grew. It is because of this reputation that in 
1082 Bruno of Cologne came to Robert seeking advice. He lived with 
Robert’s community for a time before going on to found the Grande 
Chartreuse, the first Carthusian monastery. 

In 1098 there were 35 dependent priories of Molesme, and other 
annexes and some priories of nuns. Donors from the surrounding area 
vied with one another in helping the monks; soon they had more than they 
needed, slackened their way of life and became tepid. Benefactors sent 
their children to the abbey for education and other non-monastic activities 
began to dominate daily life. The vast land holdings they had acquired 
required a large number of employees. However, as the settlement’s fame 
grew, gifts came in and the wealth attracted new monks more lax in their 
observance of the rule. As the community grew increasingly wealthy, it 
began to attract men seeking entry for the wrong reasons... and overly 
strong connections to the aristocracy. 

The Molesme community was divided, and the monks opposed Robert 
and Alberic. They caused a division among the brothers, challenging 
Robert’s severity. Robert twice left the monastery to live as a hermit, and 
twice the pope ordered him back to his community. During one of Robert’s 
absences, the brothers imprisoned Alberic so that they might have their 
way. 

The monastery church of Cluny Abbey, the largest in Europe, had 
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become wealthy from rents, tithes, feudal rights and pilgrims who passed 
through Cluniac houses on the The massive 
endowments, powers and responsibilities of the Cluniac abbots had drawn 
them into the affairs of the secular world, and their monks had abandoned 
manual labour to serfs to serve as scholars and exclusively “choir 
monks.” 

Ih 1098. seeing no hope of a sufficient reformation in Molesme, Robert 
appointed another abbot for the abbey and received permission from 
, legate of the Holy See, to found a new 
monastery. Then, with Alberic, Harding, and twenty-one of his stricter 
supporter monks, who felt that the Cluniac communities had abandoned 
the rigours and simplicity of the Rule of St. Benedict. \eft his monastery in 
Burgundy with the intention of never returning. 

On Monday, Bares, gave this 
group a plot of wilderness marshland just five leagues south of Dijon in a 
desolate valley in a deep forest. There they founded a new, more austere 
monastery: Citeaux Abbey (Latin: Cistercium. Cisteaux means “reeds” in 
Old French)... given to them expressly for the purpose of founding their 
Novum Monasterium. 

Saint Stephen Harding and Saint Albéric — two of Robert’s monks 
from Molesme — were pivotal in founding the new house. During the first 
year, the monks set about constructing lodging areas and farming the lands 
of Citeaux, making use of a nearby chapel for Mass. The archbishop of 
Lyons, being persuaded that they could not subsist there without the 
endorsement of an influential churchman, wrote in their favour to Eudo, 
afterwards Duke of Burgundy - and he built them a little church which was 
placed under the patronage of the Blessed Virgin, as all the churches of the 
Cistercians from that time have been. 

Eudes paid for the construction they had begun, helped the monks 
finance their operating expenses and gave them much land and cattle. The 
bishop of Chdélons elevated the new monastery to the canonical status of an 
abbey. 

Initially, Robert was Abbot of Citeaux with Alberic serving as prior. In 
9099, the monks of Molesme petitioned Robert to return to them and 
vowed obedience and submission entirely to his interpretation of the Rule 
of St. Benedict - the local bishop also pressured Robert to return. He 
agreed and, in 1100, Robert left Citeaux and Alberic became the new 
abbot. Molesme became a major center for the Benedictines under his 
tutelage. The remaining monks of Citeaux elected Albéric as successor 
abbot at Citeaux, with Stephen Harding as prior, under whose leadership 
the abbey would find its grounding. 

Robert had been the idealist of the order, and Albéric was their builder. 
Albéric is credited with attaining the Cistercian Order’s legal foundation. 
Pope Pascal II granted this legitimacy with his Bull Desiderium quod 
(around 1100). Upon assuming the role of abbot, Albéric also decided to 
move the monastery’s buildings a kilometer to the north and initiated 
construction on the first abbey church. The Church was consecrated less 
than six years later. Albéric also discontinued the use of Benedictine black 
garments in the abbey and introduced the use of the white Cistercian cowl 
of undyed wool. It was given to him for the monks, according to legend, by 
the Virgin Mary as they were at choir praying vigils. 

He returned the community to the original Benedictine ideal of manual 
work and prayer, dedicated to the ideal of charity and self sustenance. 
Albéric also forged an alliance with the Dukes of Burgundy, working out a 
deal with concerning the donation of a vineyard 
(Meursault) as well as stones with which they built their church. The 
church was consecrated and dedicated to the Virgin Mary on Friday, 16 
November 1106, by the Bishop of Chalon sur Saéne. 

Alberic died and was soon succeeded by Stephen Harding, the man 
responsible for carrying the order into its crucial phase. 


St. Stephen Harding, O.Cist., (French: Etienne Harding, died 28 March 
1134), a member of an Anglo-Saxon noble family which had been ruined 
as a result of the Norman conquest of England, was born in Sherborne, 
Dorset, in the Kingdom of England, and spoke English, Norman, French, 
and Latin. He was placed in Sherborne Abbey at a young age, but 
eventually left the monastery and became a traveling scholar, journeying 
with one devout companion into Scotland and afterwards to Paris and then 
to Rome. He eventually moved to Molesme Abbey in Burgundy, under the 
Abbot Robert of Molesme. 
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Stephen became the third abbot of Citeaux. However, very few were 
joining the community and the monks were suffering from hunger and 
sickness. In ia, Bernard of Clairvaux entered the community, bringing 
with him thirty companions. Between 1112 and (§§%9, a dozen new 
Cistercian houses were founded to accommodate those joining the young 
order. Harding’s organizational skills were exceptional; he instituted the 
system of general chapters and regular visitations. In 1119, he received 
official approbation for the Carta Caritatis (Charter of Charity), an 
important document for the Cistercian Order, establishing its unifying 
principle. 

Stephen Harding served Citeaux Abbey as abbot for twenty-five years. 
While no single person is considered the founder of the Cistercian Order, 
the shape of Cistercian thought and its rapid growth in the 12'" century 
were arguably due to Harding’s leadership. Insisting on simplicity in all 
aspects of monastic life, he was largely responsible for the severity of 
Cistercian architecture and the simple beauty of the Order's liturgy. He 
was an accomplished scribe for the monastery’s scriptorium; his highest 
achievement is considered to be the Harding Bible, famous among 
medieval manuscripts. In 1133, he resigned as head of the order because of 
age and infirmity. 

The Cathars 


Catharism (from the Greek: kaQapoi, katharoi, “the pure ones”) was a 
Christian dualist or Gnostic revival movement that thrived in some areas 
of Southern Europe, particularly northern Italy and southern France, 
between the 12" and 14" centuries. The followers were known as Cathars 
and are now mainly remembered for a prolonged period of persecution by 
the Catholic Church which did not recognize their belief as truly Christian. 
In common with Christianity, Cathars believed in original sin, and—like 
Gnostics—believed temporal pleasure to be sinful or unwise. It appeared in 
Europe in the Languedoc region of France in the 11" century and this is 
when the name first appears. The adherents were also sometimes known as 
Albigensians after the city AJbi in southern France where the movement 
first took hold. The beliefs are believed to have been brought from Persia 
or the Byzantine Empire. 

Catharism was initially taught by ascetic priests who had set few 
guidelines. The Cathars believed that there were two principal powers in 
the Universe. The idea of two Gods or principles, one being good and the 
other evil, was central to Cathar beliefs. The entirely good God was the 
God of the New Testament and the creator of the spiritual realm which 
dwelt in a condition of pure Spirit and Light, contrasted with the evil Old 
Testament God—the creator of the physical world whom many Cathars, 
and particularly their persecutors, identified as Satan. All visible matter, 
including the human body, was created by this evil god; matter was 
therefore tainted with sin. This was the antithesis to the monotheistic 
Catholic Church, whose fundamental principle was that there was only one 
God, who created all things visible and invisible. Cathars thought human 
spirits were the genderless Spirits of Angels trapped within the physical 
creation of the evil god, cursed to be reincarnated until the Cathar faithful 
achieved salvation through a unique ritual sacrament called the 
consolamentum. 

The process of living thus inevitably incurred “regret” that required 
“consolation” to move nearer to God or to approach heaven. It occurred 
only twice in a lifetime: upon confirmation in the faith and upon 
impending death. \t was available to both men and women who made a 
commitment to the faith. Following the ceremony the consoled individual 
became a “Cathar Perfect.” According to the Albigenses and other 
Cathars, the consolamentum was an immersion in the Holy Spirit (ic. 
baptism). It implied reception of all spiritual gifts including absolution 
from sin, spiritual regeneration, the power to preach and elevation to a 
higher plane of perfection. 

Killing was abhorrent to the Cathars. War and capital punishment were 
also condemned—an abnormality in Medieval Europe. In a world where 
few could read, their rejection of oath-taking marked them as social 
outcasts. Cathars also rejected marriage. This practice was based 
principally on the belief that the physical world, including the flesh, was 
irredeemably evil—as it stemmed from the evil principle or “demiurge.” 
Therefore, reproduction was viewed by them as a moral evil to be 
avoided—as it continued the chain of reincarnation and suffering in the 
material world. It was claimed by their opponents that, given this loathing 
for procreation, they generally resorted to sodomy. Such was the situation 
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that a charge of heresy leveled against a suspected Cathar was usually 
dismissed if the accused could show he was legally married. 

The Cathar movement proved to be extremely successful in gaining 
female followers because of its proto-feminist teachings along with the 
general feeling of exclusion from the Catholic church. Catharism attracted 
numerous women with the promise of a sacerdotal role that the Catholic 
Church did not allow. Catharism let women become a perfect of the faith, a 
position of far more prestige than anything the Church offered. These 
female perfects were required to adhere to a strict and ascetic lifestyle, but 
were still able to have their own houses. Although many women found 
something attractive in Catharism, not all found its teachings convincing. A 
notable example is St. Hildegard of Bingen - infer, who in 1163 gave a 
widely renowned sermon against the Cathars in Cologne. During this 
speech, Hildegard announced a state of eternal punishment and damnation 
to all those who accepted Cathar beliefs. 

The term “Cathar Perfect” reflects that such a person was seen by the 
Catholic Church as the “perfect heretic.” As “bonhommes” (their term) 
Perfecti were expected to follow a lifestyle of extreme austerity and 
renunciation of the world which included abstaining from eating meat 
(avoiding eating anything considered to be a by-product of sexual 
reproduction) and avoiding all sexual contact. And by virtue of their 
rejection of physical pleasures they were “spiritualized” as trans-material 
angels by their followers, the Credentes (Croyant in French, Believers in 
English). Perfecti were drawn from all walks of life and counted aristocrats, 
merchants and peasants among their number. Women could also become 
Perfects; Female Perfects were known as Parfaites or Perfectae. 

The Cathar movement proved to be extremely successful in gaining 
female followers because of its proto-feminist teachings along with the 
general feeling of exclusion from the Catholic church. Catharism attracted 
numerous women with the promise of a sacerdotal role that the Catholic 
Church did not allow. Catharism let women become a “perfect of the 
faith,” a position of far more prestige than anything the Church offered. 
These female perfects were required to adhere to strict asceticism, but were 
still able to have their own houses. Although many women found 
something attractive in Catharism, not all found its teachings convincing. 

Catharism has been seen as giving women the greatest opportunities for 
independent action since women were found as being believers as well as 
Perfecti, who were able to administer the sacrament of the consolamentum. 
The Cathars believed that one would be repeatedly reincarnated until one 
commits to the self-denial of the material world, which meant that a man 
could be reincarnated as a woman and vice versa, thereby rendering gender 
completely meaningless. The spirit was of utmost importance to the 
Cathars and was described as being immaterial and sexless. Because of 
this belief, the Cathars saw women equally capable of being spiritual 
leaders, which undermined the very concept of gender as held by the 
Catholic Church and did not go unnoticed. 

The women that were accused of being heretics in early medieval 
Christianity included those labeled Gnostics, Cathars, and Beguines, as 
well as several other groups that were sometimes “tortured and executed.” 
The Cathars, like the Gnostics who preceded them, assigned more 
importance to the role of Mary Magdalene in the spread of early 
Christianity than the Church previously did. Her vital role as a teacher 
contributed to the Cathar belief that women could serve as spiritual leaders. 
Women were found to be included in the Perfecti in significant numbers, 
with numerous receiving the consolamentum after being widowed. Having 
reverence for the Gospel of John, the Cathars saw Mary Magdalene as 
perhaps even more important than Saint Peter, the founder of the Church. 
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The spread of the Cistercians from their original sites 
during the Middle Ages. 


While women perfects rarely traveled to preach the faith, they still 
played a vital role in the spreading of Catharism by establishing group 
homes for women. Though it was extremely uncommon, there were 
isolated cases of female Cathars departing from their homes to spread the 
faith. In the Cathar group homes, women were educated in the faith and 
these women would go on to bear children who would then also become 
believers. Through this pattern the faith grew exponentially through the 
efforts of women as each generation passed. Among some groups of 
Cathars there were even more women than there were men. 

Many Perfects chose to become so late in their lives, choosing to abjure 
their previous existences for their spiritual beliefs. The famous female 
Perfect , for instance, became a 
after having reared eight children with her husband, who consented to her 
choice. For Catholics, she acted to spread heresy in the country and 
obliged people to adopt rules of life of the Cathars. For others, she was 
responsible for the establishment of schools and hospitals in the region. 
For those reasons, she was known as “la Grande Esclarmonde.” 

Thus the decision to achieve this state was one reached after some 
experience in the world. The Cathar Perfect was believed to have reached 
the point in his or her cycle of incarnations at which the state of spiritual 
purity had been achieved through which the Holy Spirit could dwell within 
them, thus releasing them from the burden of reincarnation and the 
suffering of this world. Their ministry among the Credentes was to help 
them in their journey through this life and perhaps enable them to move 
closer to the spiritual state in which they too could “return to God.” As 
Perfects they were seen to be “equal unto the angels” and thus already 
semi-Divine by Cathar believers. 

Once “consoled,” Parfaits were required to abstain from all animal food 
(sometimes exempting fish) and be vegetarian, to be celibate, and to 
dedicate their lives to traveling and teaching Albigensian and Cathar 
doctrines. These Parfaits were the leaders of the Albigensian and other 
Cathar communities. The vast majority of the population did not receive 
consolamentum until on the verge of death. Once given the 
consolamentum, the same rules applied to them, though they were 
obviously not expected to travel or preach from their deathbed. This 
allowed most believers to live somewhat normal lives and receive 
consolamentum shortly before passing away. 

Despite women having an instrumental role in the growing of the faith, 
misogyny was not completely absent from the Cathar movement. Some 
seemingly misogynistic Cathar beliefs include that “one's last incarnation 
had to be experienced as a man to break the cycle.” This belief was 
inspired by later French Cathars, which taught that “women must be 
reborn as men in order to achieve salvation.” Another one is that “the 
sexual allure of women impedes man’s ability to reject the material world.” 
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Toward the end of the Cathar movement, French Catharism became more 
misogynistic and started the practice of excluding women perfects. 
However, the influence of these type of misogynistic beliefs and practices 
remained rather limited on the whole of Catharism as later Italian perfects 
still included women. 
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The Baptismal Ritual 

Of baptism, they assert that the water is material and corruptible and is 
therefore the creation of the evil power, and cannot sanctify the spirit, but 
that the churchmen sell this water out of avarice, just as they sell earth for 
the burial of the dead, and oil to the sick when they anoint them, and as 
they sell the confession of sins as made to the priests. Reference to the 
trinity was systematically replaced with the name of Christ since the 
doctrine of the Albigenses and Cathars professed a single unified deity 
(their Christology resembled modalistic monarchism in the West and 
adoptionism in the East). 

The ritual took various forms; some used the entire New Testament 
scripture whilst others relied on extracts such as the Gospel attributed to 
John while administering consolation. There were reportedly some remote 
cases where holy water was used as a cleansing agent during 
consolamentum being profusely poured over the recipient’s head until 
he/she was completely wet (as opposed to sprinkling). 

In contrast to Catholic ceremonies, the form used by the majority of 
Cathars only required verbal blessings and scriptures administered to the 
person to be consoled, and did not involve tokens such as consecrated 
bread or wine because these would pass through the body and become 
befouled. Dying persons might abstain from food in order that their bodies 
be as pure as possible as it passed into eternity. According to a few known 
cases in the latter years of Catharism, the terminally ill would voluntarily 
undertake a complete fast known as the endura. It was only undertaken 
when death was clearly inevitable. It was a form of purification and 
separation from the material world which was controlled by the evil one. 
They believed that this final sacrifice ensured their reunification with the 
Good God. 

Laying on of hands was always part of the ceremony. Some historians 
have stated that incidents of ecstatic utterances during consolamentum was 
actually glossolalia, or “speaking in tongues,” which demanded that the 
rite be even more secretly guarded since this phenomenon occurring 
outside of the Catholic Church was considered witchcraft and was 
punishable by death. 


Sibyl of the Rhine 

St. Hildegard of Bingen, 0.S.B., Sibyl of the Rhine, , was a German 
Benedictine abbess, Christian mystic, visionary, and polymath. She is 
considered to be the founder of scientific natural history in Germany. 
Hildegard was elected magistra (i.e. an academic degree usually 
comparable to an M.A. or M.Sc.; cf. high priestess or female leader of a 
coven) by her fellow nuns in [fiBB; she founded the monasteries of 
Rupertsberg in (50 and Eibingen in (M65. One of her works as a 
composer, the Ordo Virtutum (Latin for Order of the Virtues), composed c. 
1151, is arguably the oldest surviving allegorical morality play by more 
than a century, and the only Medieval liturgical musical drama to survive 
with an attribution for both the text and the music. A short version of Ordo 
Virtutum without music appears at the end of Scivias - Hildegard’s most 
famous account of her visions: It has been suggested that the visions may 
have been due to hallucinogenic components present in ergot, common in 
that area of the Rhineland, at certain times of the year. It is also included 
in some manuscripts of the Symphonia armoniae celestium revelationum 
(“Symphony of the Harmony of Celestial Revelations”), a cycle of more 
than 70 liturgical songs. 

She wrote theological, botanical, and medicinal texts, as well as letters, 
liturgical songs, and poems, while supervising miniature illuminations in 
the Rupertsberg manuscript of her first work, Scivias. Scivias was used as a 
model by Elizabeth of Schénau for her work Liber viarum Dei. Elizabeth, 
like Hildegard, experienced visions, and was encouraged by Hildegard to 
publish them. She is also noted for the invention of a constructed language 
known as Lingua Ignota - an alphabet of 23 letters denominated litterae 
ignotae. 

The text of her writing and compositions reveals Hildegard’s use of this 
form of modified medieval Latin, encompassing many invented, conflated 
and abridged words. Lingua Ignota was devised as a secret language; like 
Hildegard's “unheard music,” it would have come to her by divine 
inspiration. Inasmuch as the language was constructed by Hildegard, it may 
be considered one of the earliest known constructed languages. Because of 
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her inventions of words for her lyrics and use of a constructed script, many 
conlangers \ook upon her as a medieval precursor. Scholars believe that 
Hildegard used her Lingua Ignota to increase solidarity among her nuns. 


Ordo Virtutum 
Ordo Virtutum is about the struggle for a human soul or Anima (female 
voice), between the Virtues (sung by 17 solo female voices) and the Devil. 
The piece can be divided as follows: 

Part I: Prologue in which the Virtues are introduced to the Patriarchs and 
Prophets who marvel at the Virtues. 

Part II: We hear the complaints of souls that are imprisoned in bodies. 
The (for now) happy Soul enters and her voice contrasts with the 
unhappy souls. However, the Soul is too eager to skip life and go 
straight to Heaven. When the Virtues tell her that she has to live first, 
the Devil seduces her away to worldly things. 

Part III: The Virtues take turns identifying and describing themselves 
while the Devil occasionally interrupts and expresses opposing views 
and insults. 

Part IV: The Soul returns, repentant. Once the Virtues have accepted her 
back, they turn on the Devil, whom they bind, and then God is 
praised. 

Part V: A procession of all the characters. 

It has been suggested that the soul represents Richardis von Stade, 
Hildegard’s friend and fellow nun, who had left to become abbess of 
another convent. Hildegard was upset by this appointment and tried to 
have it revoked, appealing even to Pope Eugene III. However, Hildegard 
was unsuccessful and Richardis departed, only to die shortly thereafter on 
Monday, Before dying Richardis told her brother that 
she wanted to return to Hildegard, not unlike the returning, repentant Soul 
of Ordo Virtutum 


Elisabeth of Schonau 

In the mid-12" century, Elisabeth of Schénau (born of an obscure 
family named Hartwig about 1129) had been given to works of piety from 
her youth, though much afflicted with recurrent bodily disease and mental 
suffering - anxiety and depression as a result of her strict asceticism. In 
M52, Elisabeth began to experience ecstatic visions of various kinds: 
These generally occurred on Sundays and Holy Days at Mass or Divine 
Office or after hearing or reading the lives of saints. Christ, the Virgin 
Mary, an angel, or the special saint of the day would appear to her and 
instruct her; or she would see quite realistic representations of the Passion, 
Resurrection, and Ascension, or other scenes of the Old and New 
Testaments. 

She blurred the conventional gender roles of the time through the 
dissemination of her astonishing and debilitating visions. Elisabeth lived 
during a time when women were viewed as the weaker sex, both mentally 
and physically. Unless a woman were to join a convent or a religious 
movement, she would be expected to marry and to bear children. If a 
woman did choose the life of celibacy, she would be freed from her 
association with female weakness, thus exempting her from the charge of 
corrupting males through seduction. While celibacy offered women a sense 
of freedom, a woman could not officiate in the central practices of the 
Christian religion, leaving women essentially powerless. 

Elisabeth of Schénau, however, was far from powerless, as her visions 
led her to acquire enough notoriety to be known far and wide. Elisabeth 
became not only a local celebrity as a result of her visions, but gained 
popularity throughout other parts of Germany, as well as in France and 
England. This enabled Elisabeth to have her own voice, to be known as an 
individual, and to be sought after in an effort to acquire heavenly advice by 
high order men, including bishops and abbots. For men of such high order 
to call upon Elisabeth, a mere woman, is extremely significant given the 
time period in which Elisabeth lived. Elisabeth’s visions, as well as her 
twenty-two letters to bishops, abbots, and abbesses, enabled her to 
transcend the traditional gender roles of the time by making her widely 
known and giving her an individual voice. 


Elisabeth’s popularity is evident considering those who called upon her 
for advice. The number of men who were very learned and religious who 
asked for letters from Elisabeth is astonishing. For a religious man to ask a 
woman to write him a letter that includes advice on how one should live 
during a time when men were viewed to be the superior sex, shows the 
authority that Elisabeth acquired due to her extraordinary visions. One 
monk, from an abbey in Busendorf, came to meet with Elisabeth in order to 
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be provided with a deeper understanding of Elisabeth’s visions, and in an 
effort to comprehend what God was doing with this woman. Upon leaving, 
he asked Elisabeth if he might be worthy enough to receive a letter from 
her. Elisabeth fulfilled his request and wrote the abbot of Busendorf a letter 
that provided him and his monks with spiritual advice through the grace of 
God. The letter emphasized the importance of the abbot’s responsibility 
over his monks and the guidance the abbot must extend to his monks. 
Elisabeth states the importance of living one’s life for God and of not 
getting sidetracked by worldly affairs. 

Elisabeth wrote to powerful men when they did not ask for it, as well. 
Elisabeth scolded for not telling her divine 
message of condemnation to the people of Rome. She commanded that he, 
“Rise up in the spirit of humility and fear of the Lord your God.” 
Throughout the letter it is evident that Elisabeth’s Angel has spoken to her, 
and she is relaying this message to the archbishop. The letter is filled with 
anger and shows great disappointment in the archbishop of Trier, for God 
has taken notice of his failure to carry out his episcopal duties. Elisabeth 
informs him that if he does not tell the people of Rome the divine message 
in which Elisabeth has revealed to him, he will suffer on the final judgment 
day. Again, as in her letter to the abbot of Busendorf, her authority and 
belief in herself of a vessel of God is evident, and she has clearly gone 
above and beyond the limits of the traditional female gender role. 


St. Bernard of Clairvaux 
Patron Saint of bees, beekeepers and candle-makers... 

St. Bernard of Clairvaux (Latin: Bernardus Claraevallensis), O.Cist 
(1090 — 20 August 1153) was a French abbot and the primary reformer of 
the Cistercian Order of monks and nuns. They are variously called the 
Bernardines, after the highly influential St. Bernard of Clairvaux (though 
the term is also used of the Franciscan Order in Poland and Lithuania), or 
the White Monks, in reference to the colour of the “cuccula” or “white 
choir robe” worn by the Cistercians over their habits, as opposed to the 
“black cucculas” worn by the Benedictine monks. The original emphasis 
of Cistercian life was on manual labour and self-sufficiency, and many 
abbeys have traditionally supported themselves through activities such as 
agriculture and brewing ales. Over the centuries, however, education and 
academic pursuits came to dominate the life of their monasteries. 

Each community (monastery, priory or abbey) within the order maintains 
its own autonomy, while the order itself represents their mutual interests. 
The terms “Order of Saint Benedict” and “Benedictine Order” are, 
however, also used to refer to all Benedictine communities collectively, 
sometimes giving the incorrect impression that there exists a generalate or 
motherhouse with jurisdiction over them: (The Superior General usually 
holds supreme executive authority in the religious order, while the general 
chapters of clergy has legislative authority). 


In 1147, Pope Eugene III sent a legate to the Cathar district in order to 
arrest the progress of the Cathars. The few isolated successes of Bernard of 
Clairvaux could not obscure the poor results of this mission, which clearly 
showed the power of the sect in the Languedoc at that period. When Pope 
Innocent III came to power in [M{98, he was resolved to deal with them. 

At first Innocent tried peaceful conversion, and sent a number of legates 
into the Cathar regions. They had to contend not only with the Cathars, the 
nobles who protected them, and the people who respected them, but also 
with many of the bishops of the region, who resented the considerable 
authority the Pope had conferred upon his legates. 


Pope Innocent III, born Lotario dei Conti di Segni, was the head of the 
Catholic Church and ruler of the Papal States from 8 January 1198 to his 
death in 16 July 1216. Pope Innocent was one of the most powerful and 
influential of the medieval popes. 

He claimed supremacy over all other rulers. He excommunicated the king 
and placed his kingdom under interdict. 


For Pope Innocent, the profession of money-lending put the Jews in an 
advantageous position over Christians, a reality that ran counter to the 
humiliation Jews deserved as killers of Christ. 

The Fourth Crusade (1202-1204 CE) was called by Pope Innocent III (r. 
1198-1216 CE) to retake Jerusalem from its current Muslim overlords. 


n the year 1215 A.D., Innocent held the fourth Lateran Council and ... 


Jewry in England 

Following the death of Henry I (reigned 1100-35), the situation 
surrounding Jewry in England dramatically changed to their advantage 
when Stephen was elected as King of England. Stephen was weak and 
most of his reign (1135-54) was marked by civil war. Stephen’s weakness 
was exploited by greedy and self-serving gentry, but it was because of his 
“fondness for Jews” that royal power waned - and they soon founded 
communities at Norwich, Cambridge and Oxford. After the death of his son 
in 1153 Stephen acknowledged Matilda’s son (Henry ID) as his heir to the 
throne. 

During the reign of King Henry II (1154-1189), Jewish communities 
could be found at Lincoln, Northampton, Thetford and Bungay; also, in 
Gloucestershire, Hampshire and Wiltshire. In 59 Henry II levied taxes 
of 200 marks on the Jews of London, Norwich (72% marks), Lincoln 
(60), Cambridge and Hampshire (50), Thetford (45), Bungay and 
Northampton (22’2), Oxford (20), Gloucestershire and Wiltshire (2). 

Gloucestershire and Wiltshire saw most of the fighting for accession to 
the throne. ° 

During Stephen’s reign, when the royal power waned, Jews had 
preferred to settle on lands within the jurisdiction of the great lords of the 
day and under their protection; thus, the easy explanation during Henry IPs 
reign of the presence of Jewish communities at Bungay and Thetford - two 
towns belonging to the Earl Hugh of Norfolk Bigod. 

Dramatically, in 1192. Isaac of Saint Edmund was killed at Thetford 
during a rising to awareness of the Jewish menace by the ignorant 
peasant populace: (The Pipe Rolls of Richard I contain many traces of 
massacres of Jews). By the reign of King Henry III (1216-72) there were 
sizeable Jewish communities in Bristol, Cambridge, Canterbury, 
Colchester, Exeter, Gloucester, Hereford, Lincoln, London, Northampton, 
Norwich, Nottingham, Oxford, Stamford, Winchester, Worcester and York. 
(This is proved by Transactions, xi 99-111, Jewish Hist. Soc., which were 
lists of taxation of Jews.) 

One of the richest Jews in England was Abraham of 
Berkhamstead, : 
Abraham was a very active Jewish usurer who had debtors in half the 
counties of England, from Devon to Yorkshire. Orders were issued to the 
sheriffs that debtors pay up, within a month of Easter following, or else 
their chattels would be seized. '° 

After the massacre of Jews in (264, “divers Jews, taking alarm at the 
troublous state of the realm, went overseas... to Normandy” (see Select Pleas, 
p. 75). By 1276 there were only two Jews engaged in money-lending in the 
town of Exeter (see PRO E.101/249/31), their names were: Auntera, widow 
of Samuel son of Moses, and Isaac son of Moses (apparently, a woman and 
her brother-in-law * ). 

BYMI290, a cataclysmic date for Jews, there was but one household of 
Jews in the High Street of Exeter — owned by a Jewess named Comtesse 
(see E.101/249/27 no. 32). In Ipswich, Jewish households realized no more 
that £7 6s 8d. whence sold (Pipe Roll 22, Edward I, E.372/139, membrane 3). 

Under Edward I (reigned 1272-1307) we read of the expulsion of Jews 
from Winchelsea and Bridgenorth — “in quam nullus Iudeus aliquibus 
temporibus habitare consueverit aut morari” (in that “no-one lending a 
share or portion” dwelling temporarily has been accustomed or hindered; 
see Foedera i.n. 503 and Cal. Close Rolls, 1272-1279, p. 130). 

Whatever may have been the position in the 12" century, in the 13", 
permanent residence outside one of the larger towns mentioned above 
appears to have been illegal without the King’s license. The statutory 
provisions of 1239 and 1253 seem to have been no more than an 


9 See, From Doomsday Book to Magna Carta, pp. 150-3 and also the map, contained 
therein. 


De For Abraham of Berkhamstead, see Richard of Cornwall, pp. 69-70 
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affirmation of what was already the rule.’ In 1237, for example, the 
Sheriff of Northamptonshire was instructed to see that no Jew resided 
outside the town of Northampton (see Close Rolls, 1234-1237, p. 425). 
Unauthorized residence appears, moreover, to have been the reason why 
the Bailiff of Sittingbourne was instructed in 1231 to arrest Isaac the 
Jew with his chattels (Close Rolls, 1231-1234, p. 12) — for, in 1266, a license 
was required of a Canterbury Jew to depart and reside in Sittingbourne (Cal. 
Plea Rolls, I, 134; for later cases see Rigg, Select Pleas, pp. 61, 82; Cal. Plea Rolls, 
ii. 163; 111. 5, 127). 

How the authorized communities established themselves in the 12" 
century is uncertain: no charter is known which permits Jews to reside in 
the towns where there is later evidence for the existence of synagogues. If, 
at first, there was some tacit understanding that in certain royal boroughs 
they would be protected from the wrath of the peasants, later their right of 
residence appears to have been a matter of accepted custom: “in quam 
nullus Iudeus aliquibus temporibus habitare consueverit aut morari.” 
The important Latin words are habitare (dwell) and morari (hindered). 

What is thus at issue was not visits or temporary stays for the purpose of 
business, for it is evident that Jews traveled all over the country, as, 
indeed, their charter permitted them to do — but denied them the 
establishment of a permanent community. Jews might, indeed, own 
property in towns whereof they did not reside, as at Cambridge, whence 
they had been expelled in [@95. They had also been expelled from 
Bridgenorth at the insistence of the townspeople in 1274, but to that town 
the people complained shortly afterwards, “they still have their repair, three 
or four days in the week, because they own a house in the town.” Even 
though they had been expelled from Bridgenorth they were still returning to 
lend money, although they were not allowed to stay there more than a few 
days at a time. 

The experiences of the Jews, such as those at Norwich, which were 
blamed for the murder of William of Norwich — based upon blood libel 
legends, must have taught every Jew in England how necessary royal 
protection was! and, how easily religious passions could be aroused, even 
among the highest clergy. For it was the Bishop of Norwich, 

, who was most active in prosecuting the charge of ritual murder 
against the Jews of his city, up to the supreme tribunal, the court held 
before the King himself. ” 


N.B.: Although contemporary Jewish authors deny such 
things as ritual murder, some admit that there may have 
some unpleasant Jews around at the time. 
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Konrad von Marburg and the Albigensians 


The (@°GehturY was a time of great superstition and saw the start of the 
“demonization of heretics” by the Church, attributing their lack of belief 
in the Catholic faith to the devil. It was during this time that there was a 
great zeal for the sending out of inquisitors by the pope and local bishops 
with the aim of seeking out potential heretics. In {@33, Konrad von 
Marburg (sometimes anglicized as Conrad of Marburg) began an 
inquisition in Mainz at the behest of either the Pope or the archbishop. 


Konrad von Marburg (1180 — 30 July 1233) was a medieval German priest 
and nobleman commissioned by the pope to combat the Albigensians. 


According to scholars, Vox in Rama, a papal bull issued by Pope 
Gregory IX, “is the first official church document that condemns the 
black cat as an incarnation of Satan, and consequently if was the death 
warrant for the animal.” It is also claimed that this worsened the Black 
Death a century after Gregory’s time, because the plague was spread by 
rats which were unchecked in Europe due to the decline of cat numbers. 


11 Liber de Antiquis Legibus (Book of Old Law), Camden Soc., p. 237; Close Rolls, 
1251-1253, p. 313 


12 See, Jessopp and James, St. William of Norwich pp. 92-93, 103-10. 
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The Black Death began in central Asia and spread west, devastating large 
swathes of central Asia, Asia Minor and the Middle East before hitting 
Europe. Most accept that the Black Death was caused by a bubonic 
plague, although there are alternative theories of the Black Death and 
some research provides evidence that the plague was pneumonic, an 
airborne infection spread from human to human, not bubonic, one spread 
by the fleas on rats. 

Vox in Rama condemned a German heresy known as Luciferean - a 
form of devil worship. The bull was issued to King Henry son of Emperor 
Frederick IT in June 1233 and subsequently to Archbishop Siegfried III of 
Mainz demanding they use all efforts to stop the practice. 


Beginnings of the Holy Roman Empire 


“The Holy Roman Empire is neither Holy, nor Roman, nor 
an Empire.” 
Voltaire 

There are two origins of the Holy Roman Empire: Once, the Western 
Roman Empire there was no one who could truly represent the power of 
Rome anymore... - nor restore the dignity of her glorious splendour. The 
Franks, though, were invited by the Pope to take control of Italy. The Pope 
crowned their leader Charlemagne Holy Roman Emperor - establishing 
this title upon him as honorary emperor of Rome and Holy Representative 
of the Church. He took his reign very seriously and embarked upon many 
conquests in the name of spreading “The Faith.” 

However, influenced by feudalism, the Holy Roman Empire split up into 
three kingdoms: West Frankia became France; East Frankia became 
Germany; and the title of Holy Roman Emperor passed down for 
awhile... but eventually disappeared. In the mid-900s there was still nobody 
who could represent the true successor of Rome. 

The perfect candidate was King Otto I of Germany - a Holy figure who 
fought pagans, such as the Magyars and other groups. 

Otto eventually invaded Italy and celebrated Christmas in Rome... - and 
was crowned Holy Roman Emperor [ ] beginning the Holy Roman 
Empire. Both the Kingdom of Germany and the Kingdom of Italy 
functioned independently inside of it - and other kingdoms and duchies 
were added over time that were part of the Empire in the sense that they 
officially obeyed the Emperor but were still “independent.” 

As time went on, Austria, Brandenburg-Prussia, the Netherlands, and 
Bavaria all started within the Holy Roman Empire... yet, obviously were 
their own countries and were treated as such. 

Because authority was complicated, yet orderly - thanks to feudalism - 
there was also the Imperial Diet, which is basically a “council” below 
authority of the Emperor but above all secular authorities. 

After awhile, the various dukes and kings became so independently 
wealthy and powerful that the “Imperial Reichskrone” became an object 
to cast lots for and electing the “monarch.” However, the nobles 
themselves didn’t vote, rather did a group called the Prince Electors - 
rulers of certain entities inside of the Holy Roman Empire - and whom they 
“elected” became Holy Roman Emperor for life. 

But, somehow, the Habsburgs were always winning - and they won for 
two hundred years in a row - odds are its because they ruled so many 
countries it was probably a bad idea to make them mad. In fact, the Holy 
Roman Emperor was not only the emperor, but also the King of the 
Romans, the King of Germany, the King of Italy, Archduke of Austria... 
yet also able to wage war upon his own subjects if they disagreed with him 
by using the Austrian army whilest fighting armies from Germany and Italy 
with other armies from Italy and Germany. 


A King in the Mountain Legend 
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Emperor Frederick I of Barbarossa 

According to a king in the mountain legend, Emperor Frederick 
Barbarossa, who actually drowned on Sunday, 10 June 1190 in the Géksu 
River near Silifke during the Third Crusade, is not in fact dead, but sleeps 
in a hidden chamber underneath the Kyffhauser hills. He sits motionless at 
a stone table and his beard has supposedly grown so long over the centuries 
that it grew through the table. As in the similar legend of King Arthur, 
Barbarossa supposedly awaits his country’s hour of greatest need, when he 
will emerge once again from under the hill. The presence of ravens circling 
the Kyffhauser summit is said to be a sign of Barbarossa’s continuing 
presence. Similar rapture legends refer to Emperor Frederick IT or to 
Charlemagne sleeping in the Untersberg near Salzburg. 

The Barbarossa myth was first documented in the late-17" century and 
later popularized by the Brothers Grimm and a poem written in 1817 by 
Friedrich Riickert. Frequently taken up by Romantic authors, and satirized 
in Germany. A Winter’s Tale by Heinrich Heine, it became the expression 
of the desire for the Old Empire's re-emergence as a German nation state. 
When the Kyffhduser Monument was built at the ruins of the Imperial 
Castle in 1890-96, with a statue of Frederick Barbarossa and a monument 
of the German Emperor William I who is thought to have “laid to rest” 
Barbarossa by the 1871 unification of Germany. 


Pope Gregory IX 
vs. 
Holy Roman Emperor Frederick Il 

At the coronation of Frederick IT in Rome, on Sunday, 22 November 
1220, the emperor made a vow to embark for the Holy Land in August 
1221. Pope Gregory IX began his pontificate by suspending the Holy 
Roman Emperor Frederick II, for dilatoriness in carrying out the 
promised Sixth Crusade. Frederick II appealed to the sovereigns of Europe 
complaining of his treatment. The suspension was followed by 
excommunication and threats of deposition, as deeper rifts appeared. 
Frederick II went to the Holy Land and in fact managed to take possession 
of Jerusalem. Gregory IX distrusted the emperor, since Imperial Governor 

, had invaded the Pontifical States during the emperors 
absence. In , Frederick II returned from the Holy Land, routed 
the papal army which Gregory IX had sent to invade Sicily, and made new 
overtures of peace to the pope. 

Gregory IX and Frederick came to a truce, but when Frederick defeated 
the Lombard League in 1239, the possibility that he might dominate all of 
Italy, surrounding the Papal States, became a very real threat. A new 
outbreak of hostilities led to a fresh excommunication of the emperor in 
1239 and to a prolonged war. Gregory denounced Frederick II as a heretic 
and summoned a council at Rome to give point to his anathema. Frederick 
responded by trying to capture or sink as many ships carrying prelates to 
the synod as he could. 


The struggle was only terminated by the death of Gregory IX on 
Thursday, . He died before events could reach their climax; 
it was his successor Pope Innocent IV who declared a crusade in 1245 that 
would finish the Hohenstaufen threat. 


Hermann von Salza 

Hermann von Salza (or Hermann of Salza; c. 1165 — 20 March 1239) 
was the fourth Grand Master of the Teutonic Knights, serving 
(609939. A skilled diplomat with ties to the Holy Roman Emperor and the 
Pope, Hermann oversaw the expansion of the military order into Prussia. 

Hermann von Salza was born to a dynasty of ministeriales of the 
Thiiringian landgraves, probably at Dryburg Castle in Langensalza. With 
Landgrave Louis III of Thuringia he may have already taken part in the 
Siege of Acre (1189-91), where the Teutonic Order was founded. He 
possibly also joined Landgrave Hermann I and the Henneberg count 
Otto von Botenlauben on the Crusade of [97 and witnessed the 
coronation of King Amalric II of Jerusalem. The crusade was aborted 
upon the death of Emperor Henry VI, whereafter the Teutonic Knights 
were re-established as a military order under Grand Master Heinrich 
Walpot von Bassenheim to secure the conquered estates of the Holy 
Land. The precise time of Hermann’s entry into the Order is unknown, but 
he first appears as Grand Master at the coronation of Count John of 
Brienne as King of Jerusalem in 1210. As such he may have spent some 
time in the Mediterranean Sea region during the first year of his rule. 
During this period the activities of the Knights were extended from Spain 
to Livonia. 

Hermann was a friend and councilor of the Hohenstaufen emperor 
Frederick II, for whom he represented as a mediator in the Papal curia 
from [2% onwards. Pope Honorius MI also recognized Hermann’s 
capabilities, and granted the Teutonic Knights an equal status with the 
Knights Hospitaller and the Knights Templar, after it had gone into 
decline under previous Grand Masters. 


Our Tosafot 

Moses of Evreux was a French tosafist, and author of a siddur - a Jewish 
prayer book containing a set order of daily prayers, who flourished at 
Evreux in Normandy in the first half of the 13" century, and was the older 
brother and teacher of the tosafist Samuel of Evreux. Moses, one of the 
most prolific tosafists, furnished glosses to the whole Talmud which form a 
distinct group known as the Tosafot of Evreux. Moses wrote his glosses on 
the margin of Isaac Alfasi’s “Halakot,” probably at the time of the 
burning of the Talmud. 

Samuel directed a rabbinical school at Chdteau-Thierry, and had for 
disciples R. Hayyim (brother of Asher ben Jehiel of Toledo), R. Perez, and 
R. Isaac of Corbeil. He carried on a correspondence on scientific subjects 
(and shared R. Perez as a student) with Jehiel of Paris and with Nathaniel 
the Elder. Samuel’s Talmudic interpretations are often quoted in the 
Tosafot. From the fact that the author of the tosafot to Sofah mentions there 
the name of Moses of Evreux as being his brother, it is inferred that these 
tosafot were written by Samuel. 

The Tosafot or Tosafos (Hebrew: mD01n) are medieval commentaries on 
the Talmud. They take the form of critical and explanatory glosses, printed, 
in almost all Talmud editions, on the outer margin and opposite Rashi’s 
notes. The authors of the Tosafot are known as Tosafists (“ba’ale ha- 
tosafot”). 

The tosafot which have been published with the text of the Talmud ever 
since its earliest edition extend to thirty-eight treatises of the Babylonian 
Talmud. Most of the treatises are covered by the Tosafot of Touques - a 
compendium of the Tosafot of Sens and of Evreux, some by the Tosafot of 
Sens - one of one of the earliest sources for the Tosafot of Touques; many 
are provided with the tosafot of various authors, revised by Perez b. 
Elijah’s school. The authorship of the tosafot to seventeen treatises only 
can be established with certainty: 

Berakot: Moses of Evreux; 

Shabbat, 'Erubin, and Menahot: the Tosafot of Sens; 

Bezah, Nedarim, Nazir, Sanhedrin, Makkot, and Me'ilah: Perez b. 
Elijah’s school (many written by Perez himself); 

Yoma: Meir of Rothenburg; 

Gittin, Baba Kamma, and Hullin: the Tosafot of Touques; 

Sotah: Samuel of Evreux; 

> Avodah Zarah: Samuel of Falaise; 

Zebahim: Baruch b. Isaac of Worms. 
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The tosafot to Mo’ed Katon were written by a pupil of a certain R. 
Isaac; the author of the tosafot to Hagigah wrote tosafot to other treatises 
also. Those to Ta’anit belong to the post-tosafot period, and differ in style 
from those to other treatises. 


Yechiel ben Joseph of Paris, called Sire Vives in French (Judeo-French: 


wer) VW) and Vivus Meldensis (“Vives of Meaux”) in Latin, was a 
major Talmudic scholar and Tosafist (medieval commentaries on the 
Talmud) from northern France. He was a disciple of Rabbi Judah Messer 
Leon, and succeeded him in [95 as head of the Yeshiva of Paris, which 
then boasted some 300 students; his best known student was Meir of 
Rothenburg. French Rabbi Isaac ben Joseph of Corbeil (d.1280) (Hebrew: 
S"sa7IpM OV 72 PN?) was the son-in-law of R. Jehiel of Paris, whose 
yeshiva he attended - also being a pupil of the “Great Men of Evreux,” 
notably Samuel of Evreux, whom he calls “Prince” (w) of Evreux. 

Isaac’s conspicuous piety drew toward him many disciples, the best 
known of whom were Perez ben Elijah of Corbeil, Baruch Hayyim ben 
Menahem of Niort, and his fellow citizen Joseph ben Abraham. 


1240 Disputation of Paris (The Trial of the Talmud) 


As part of its evangelistic efforts, the Church sought to win the beliefs of 
the Jews through debate. Western Christianity in the 13" century was 
developing its intellectual acumen, and had assimilated the challenges of 
Aristotle through the works of St. Thomas Aquinas. In order to flex its 
intellectual muscle, the Church sought to engage the Jews in debate, hoping 
that these Jews would see which it considered the intellectual superiority 
of Christianity and convert. 

Christianity had developed a detailed theological system. The teachings 
were clear, and therefore vulnerable to attack. Judaism had a relative 
absence of dogmatic theology. Judaism did have many negative dogmas, 
on the other hand, Judaism did not have a developed positive theology. 
“The Jews usually avoided the positive dogmas which the vanity of 
theologians tends to create and which are the source of so much trouble... 
the Jews had a way of concentrating on life and pushing death—and its 
dogmas—into the background. 

Nicholas Donin of La Rochelle, a Jewish convert to Christianity in 
early-13" century Paris, is known for his role in the 1240 Disputation of 
Paris, which resulted in a decree to publicly burn all available 
manuscripts of the Talmud. He was a member of the Franciscan Order and 
had translated the Talmud and pressed 35 charges against it to Pope 
Gregory IX by quoting a series of blasphemous passages about Jesus, 
Mary and Christianity. 

The Trial of the Talmud debate started on the Tuesday, 12 SGnSURA0, 
with Nicholas Donin representing Christianity at the court of King Sz 
Louis IX of France. Louis IX, who sponsored the debate, stated that only 
skilled clerks could conduct a disputation with Jews but that laymen 
should plunge a sword into those who speak ill of the Christ. 

The Church had shown little interest in the Talmud until Donin presented 
his translation to Gregory IX. “It seemed to have been news to the Pope” 
that the Jews relied on a book other than the Torah and which contained 
blasphemies against Christianity. This lack of interest also characterized 
the French monarchy which chiefly considered the Jews as 
a potential source of income. 

Four of the most distinguished rabbis of France, Yechiel of Paris, Moses 
ben Jacob of Coucy, Judah of Melun, and Samuel ben Solomon of 
Chateau-Thierry defended the Talmud against Donin’s accusations. 

The terms of the disputation demanded that the four rabbis defend the 
Talmud against Donin's accusations that the Talmud contains blasphemies 
against the Christian religion, attacks on Christians themselves, 
blasphemies against God, and obscene folklore. The attacks on Christianity 
were from passages referring to Jesus and Mary. 

There is a Talmudic passage, for example, where Jesus is sent to Hell to 
be boiled in excrement for eternity, while Mary, the mother of Jesus, is 
considered as a harlot. The Jews denied that this is the Jesus of the Bible, 
stating “not every Louis born in France is king.” Donin also selected 
injunctions of the Talmud that permit Jews to kill non-Jews, to deceive 
Christians and to break promises made to them without scruples. 

The Jewish representatives in the Paris disputation were less than 
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forthcoming. There are ancient Jewish polemics against the Jesus of 
Christianity such as the Toledot Yeshu, and the Jesus who was portrayed in 
the Talmud fits that portrayal. Among the obscene and odd folklore, there 
are passages that Og of Bashan was a giant. There is also a story that 
Adam copulated with each of the animals before finding Eve. According 
to the Talmudic legends, Noah was castrated by his son Ham. It was 
common for Christians to equate the religion of the Jews with the Israelite 
Mosaic Faith of the Old Testament. The Church was therefore surprised to 
realize that the Jews had developed an authoritative Talmud to complement 
their understanding of the Bible. 

The purpose of the Paris Disputation was to rid the Jews of their belief 
in the Talmud, in order that they might return to Old Testament Judaism 
and eventually embrace Christianity. 

In defense of the Talmud, Yechiel argued that the references to Yeshu in 
fact refer to different individuals.'? Yechiel delineates them as Jesus 
himself, executed for sorcery (b.Sotah 47a), another “Yeshu haNotzri,” 
also from Nazareth (b.Sanhedrin 107b), and a third “Yeshu” of the boiling 
excrement in b.Gittin 47a. But the eminent rabbi is lying - and though each 
is most certainly a different story about Jesus, there is no denying they all 
are about Jesus of Nazareth son of Joseph the Carpenter and Miriam the 
“Hair-dresser.” 

(“Whatever one thinks of the sincerity of the multiple Jesus theory, R. 
Yehiel found a way to neutralize some dangerous rabbinic statements, and 
yet the essential Ashkenazic evaluation of Jesus remains even in the text of 
this disputation.”) 

The hostility of the Church during this disputation may have had less to 
do with the Church’s attitude and more to do with the Christian proponent, 
Nicholas Donin. The style of Donin’s argumentation exploited 
controversies that were debated within Judaism at the time. 

The disputation may have been motivated by Donin’s previous 
affiliations with the Karaite Jews - a Jewish religious movement 
characterized by the recognition of the Tanakh (Masoretic Text) - a 
canonical collection of 24 Hebrew and Aramaic texts - alone as its supreme 
authority in Halakha (Jewish religious law) and theology... and that 
Donin’s motivations for joining the Church involved his “desire to attack 
rabbinic tradition.” 

A commission of Christian theologians condemned the Talmud to be 
burned and on Friday, 17 June 1244 - twenty-four carriage loads of Jewish 
religious manuscripts were set on fire in the streets of Paris. The 
translation of the Talmud from Hebrew to non-Jewish languages stripped 
Jewish discourse from its covering, something that was “resented” by Jews 
as a profound violation. 

The translation of the Talmud changed the Christian perception about 
Jews. Christians had viewed the Jews as the followers of the Old 
Testament, who honoured the “Law of Moses and the prophets,” but the 
Talmud’s blasphemies, indicated that the Jewish understanding of Old 
Testament differed from the Christian understanding. 


Saint Bonaventure 

Italian medieval scholastic theologian and philosopher Saint 
Bonaventure" (Italian: San Bonaventura; 1221 — 15 July 1274) was born 
Giovanni di Fidanza son of Giovanni di Fidanza and Maria Ritella at 
Bagnorea in Umbria, not far from Viterbo, then part of the Papal States - 
and located about 90 kilometers (56 mi) northwest of Rome. He entered the 
Franciscan Order in and studied at the University of Paris, possibly 
, and certainly under Alexander’s successor, 


he held the Franciscan chair at Paris. A dispute between seculars 


and mendicants delayed his reception as Master until , where his 
degree was taken in company with . Three years 
earlier his fame had earned him the position of lecturer on The Four Books 
of Sentences (Libri Quattuor Sententiarum)—a book of theology written 


13 Yechiel’s argument was followed by Nachmanides at the 1263 Disputation of 
Barcelona, but not at the Disputation of Tortosa (1413-14) by Profiat Duran - a 
tutor in the Crescas family who, during the bloody riots of 1391, was forcibly 
baptized, becoming a Converso. 

14 He was canonized on Friday, 14 April 1482 by Pope Sixtus IV and declared a Doctor 
of the Church in the year 1588 by Pope Sixtus V. Many devotional writings believed 
in the Middle Ages to be his are now collected under the name Pseudo- 
Bonaventure - unknown Franciscan authors. Bonaventura came to be regarded as 
a convenient label for a certain type of text, rather than an assertion of authorship. 
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by Peter Lombard in the twelfth century—and in [§§55 he received the | of the Crusaders in 1099. 


degree of master, the medieval equivalent of doctor. 

Lombard arranged his material from the Bible and the Church Fathers 
in four books, then subdivided this material further into chapters. Probably 
Petweenlil223Nndn27, Alexander of Hales grouped the many chapters of 
the four books into a smaller number of “distinctions.” In this form, the 
book was widely adopted as a theological textbook in the Middle Ages 
(13", 14%, and 15" centuries). A commentary on the Sentences was 
required of every master of theology, and was part of the examination 
system. At the end of lectures on Lombard’s work, a student could apply 
for bachelor status within the theology faculty. The importance of the 
Sentences to medieval theology and philosophy lies to a significant extent 
in the overall framework they provide to theological and philosophical 
discussion. 

The Four Books of Sentences (Libri Quattuor Sententiarum) 
Book 1: The Mystery of the Trinity 
DE DEI UNITATE ET TRINITATE 
Book 2: On Creation 
DE RERUM CREATIONE ET FORMATIONE CORPORALIUM 
ET SPIRITUALIUM 
ET ALIIS PLURIBUS EO PERTINENTIUBUS 
Book 3: On the Incarnation of the Word 
DE INCARNATIONE VERBI ET HUMANI GENERIS REPARATIO 
NE 


Book 4: On the Doctrine of Signs 
DE DOCTRINA SIGNORUM 

After having successfully defended his order against the reproaches of 
the anti-mendicant party, he was elected Minister General of the 
Franciscan Order. On Tuesday, , he was selected for 
the post of Archbishop of York; however, he was never consecrated and 
resigned the appointment in : 

During his tenure, the General Chapter of Narbonne, held in 1260. 
promulgated a decree prohibiting the publication of any work out of the 
order without permission from the higher superiors. This prohibition has 
induced modern writers to pass severe judgment upon Roger Bacon’s 
superiors being envious of Bacon's abilities. However, the prohibition 
enjoined on Bacon was a general one, which extended to the whole order. 
Its promulgation was not directed against him, but rather against Gerard of 
Borgo San Donnino. 

Gerard had published in {54 without permission a heretical work, 
Introductorius in Evangelium cternum (An Introduction to the Eternal 
Gospel). Thereupon the General Chapter of Narbonne promulgated the 
above-mentioned decree, identical with the “constitutio gravis in 
contrarium” Bacon speaks of. The above-mentioned prohibition was 
rescinded in Roger’s favour unexpectedly in 1266. 

The seventh Minister General of the Order of Friars Minor, he was 
also Cardinal Bishop of Albano, and is also known as the “Seraphic 
Doctor” (Latin: Doctor Seraphicus). 


St. Thomas Aquinas 


The 1263 Disputation of Barcelona 


Rabbi Moses ben Nahman (2111712 AWA Moseh béen-Nahman, “Moses 
son of Nahman’’; 1194-1270) was commonly known as Nachmanides, and 
also referred to by the acronym Ramban and by the contemporary 
nickname Bonastruc ¢a Porta (literally “Mazel Tov near the Gate” - 
“mazel tov” being a Jewish phrase used to express congratulations for a 
happy and significant occasion or event). He was a leading medieval 
Sephardic Quabbalist philosopher, physician, and biblical commentator. 
He was raised, studied, and lived for most of his life in Girona, Catalonia. 
He is also considered to be an important figure in the re-establishment of 
the Jewish community in Jerusalem following its devastation at the hands 


Nachmanides, first as rabbi of Girona and later as chief rabbi of 
Catalonia, seems to have led a largely untroubled life. When well 
advanced in years, however, his life was interrupted by an event which 
made him leave his family and his country and wander in foreign lands. 
This was the religious disputation in which he was called upon to defend 
his faith in 9963. The debate was initiated by Pablo Christiani (“Saul,” 
laisrevortnoc a saw (j2 ?1NwSephardic Jewish convert to Christianity, who 
“used his position as a Dominican friar to endeavor to convert other Jews in 
Europe to Roman Catholicism.” 

Satil (Shaul ben ?) was born in 13-Century Spain to a pious Jewish 
family, and he is believed to have been a student of Rabbi Eliezer of 
Tarascon. Having married a Jewish woman and fathered children with her, 
he took his children from his wife when he left her after he converted 
himself and the children to Roman Catholicism. He then joined the 
Dominican Order as a friar. He followed Nicholas Donin’s lead in 
attempting to ban the Talmud, which he argued had “irrational” textual 
material. 


Christiani had been sent by the 
Penyafort to King James I of Aragon, with the request that the king order 
Ramban to respond to charges against Judaism. The Disputation was his 
attempt to convert Nachmanides and other fellow Jews to Christianity. The 
failure to convert anybody during the Disputation did not, however, 
discourage Christiani. Through the agency of Raymond de Penyafort and 
with letters of protection from King James I of Aragon, he went on 
missionary journeys and compelled Jews everywhere to listen to his 
speeches and answer his questions, both in synagogues and at wherever 
else he pleased. He even required his audiences to defray the expenses of 
his missions. 

Relying upon the reserve his adversary would be forced to exercise due 
to fear of offending the feelings of the Christians, Christiani assured the 
King that he would prove the truth of Christianity from the Talmud and 
other rabbinical writings. Ramban answered the order of the King, but 
asked that complete freedom of speech should be granted. For four days 
(FRTRCS IYO") he debated with Pablo Christiani in the presence 
of the King, the court, and many churchmen. 

The subjects discussed were: 

- Whether the Messiah had appeared; 

- Whether the Messiah announced by the Prophets was to be 

considered as divine or as a man born of human parents 

- Whether the Jews or the Christians were in possession of the true 

faith. 

Christiani argued, based upon several aggadic passages, that the 
Pharisee sages believed that the Messiah had lived during the Talmudic 
period, and that they ostensibly believed that the Messiah was therefore 
Jesus. Nachmanides countered that Christiani’s interpretations were 
distortions; the rabbis would not hint that Jesus was Messiah while, at the 
same time, explicitly opposing him as such. He further said that if the sages 
of the Talmud believed that Jesus was the messiah then most certainly they 
would have been Christians and not Jews, and the fact that the sages of the 
Talmud were Jews is beyond dispute. Nachmanides proceeded to provide 
context for the proof-texts cited by Christiani, showing that they were most 
clearly understood differently than as proposed by Christiani. Furthermore, 
Nachmanides demonstrated from numerous Biblical and Talmudic sources 
that traditional Jewish belief ran contrary to Christiani’s postulates. 

Nachmanides argued that the Biblical prophets regarded the future 
messiah as a human, a person of flesh and blood, and not as divine, in the 
way that Christians view Jesus. He stated that their promises of a reign of 
universal peace and justice had not yet been fulfilled, that since the 
appearance of Jesus, the world had been filled with violence and injustice, 
and that among all denominations the Christians were the most warlike. 

“It seems most strange that... the Creator of Heaven and Earth resorted 
to the womb of a certain Jewish lady, grew there for nine months and 
was born as an infant, and afterwards grew up and was betrayed into the 
hands of his enemies who sentenced him to death and executed him, and 
that afterwards... he came to life and returned to his original place. The 
mind of a Jew, or any other person, simply cannot tolerate these 
assertions. You have listened all your life to the priests who have filled 
your brain and the marrow of your bones with this doctrine, and it has 
settled into you because of that accustomed habit. (I would argue that if 
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you were hearing these ideas for the first time, now, as a grown adult, 
you would never accept them.)” 

He noted that questions of the Messiah were of less dogmatic importance 
to Jews than most Christians imagine. The reason given by him for this 
bold statement was that it was more meritorious for the Jews to observe the 
precepts under a Christian ruler, while in exile and suffering humiliation 
and abuse, than under the rule of the Messiah, when every one would 
perforce act in accordance with the Law. 

As the disputation seemed to turn in favor of Nachmanides, the Jews of 
Barcelona, fearing the resentment of the Dominicans, entreated him to 
discontinue; but the King, whom Nachmanides had acquainted with the 
apprehensions of the Jews, desired him to proceed. The controversy was 
therefore resumed, and concluded in what was considered a complete 
victory for Nachmanides, who was dismissed by the King with a gift of 
three hundred gold pieces as a mark of his respect. The King remarked that 
he had never encountered a man who, “while yet being wrong, argued so 
well for his position.” 

In spite of the protection granted him by the king, Christiani did not 
meet with the success that he had expected on his missions. The 
Dominicans, nevertheless, claimed the victory, and Nachmanides felt 
obligated to publish the text of the debates. From this publication Pablo 
selected certain passages which he construed as blasphemies against 
Christianity and denounced to the head of his order, Raymond de 
Penyafort. A capital charge was then instituted, and a formal complaint 
against the work and its author was lodged with the King. James was 
obliged to entertain the charge, but, mistrusting the Dominican court, called 
an extraordinary commission, and ordered that the proceedings be 
conducted in his presence. Nachmanides admitted that he had stated many 
things against Christianity, but he had written nothing which he had not 
used in his disputation in the presence of the King, who had granted him 
freedom of speech. 

The justness of his defense was recognized by the King and the 
commission, but to satisfy the Dominicans, Nachmanides was sentenced to 
exile for two years and his pamphlet was condemned to be burned. He 
may also have been fined, but this was lifted as a favor to Benveniste ¢a 
Porta - whom may or may not be Nachmanides’ brother. The Dominicans, 
however, found this punishment too mild and, through Pope Clement IV, 
they seem to have succeeded in turning the two years’ exile into perpetual 
banishment. 

Pablo Christiani, therefore, in (QA, went to Pope Clement IV and 
denounced the Talmud, making assertions that it contained passages that 
were derogatory in regards to Jesus and Mary. He thus affected the pope 
to issue a bill that commanded the Bishop of Tarragona to “submit all 
copies of the Talmud to the examination of the Dominicans and 
Franciscans.” 

The Bishop of Tarragona then ordered King James to appoint a 
commission that consisted of Christiani and others whom would act as 
censors of the Talmud. Christiani and the rest of the commission hence 
redacted all of the passages which they deemed were hostile to Christianity. 

Five years later, Christiani interceded with King Louis IX of France and 
obtained from him the permission to enforcement of the canonical edict 
that required which would single them out as Jews. 


Rashba 

Shlomo ben Avraham ibn Aderet (Hebrew: N78 JAX OF728 32 7722W or 
Solomon son of Abraham son of Aderet) (1235-1310) was a Medieval 
rabbi, halakhist, and Talmudist. He is widely known as the Rashba 
(Hebrew: x’aw ), the Hebrew acronym of his title and name: Rabbi 
Shlomo ben Avraham. The Rashba was born in Barcelona, Crown of 
Aragon, in (885. He became a successful banker and leader of Spanish 
Jewry of his time. He served as rabbi of the Main Synagogue of Barcelona 
for 50 years. His teachers were and . Among 
his numerous students were and .Asa 
rabbinical authority his fame was such that he was designated as El Rab 
d’Espaiia (“The Rabbi of Spain’’). 

He was a master in the study of the Talmud, and was not opposed to the 
Quabbalah. Aderet was very active as a rabbi and as an author. Under his 
auspices and through his recommendation, part of the commentary on the 
Mishnah by Maimonides was translated from the Arabic into Hebrew. His 
Talmudic lectures were attended by throngs of disciples, many of whom 
came from distant places. Questions in great number, dealing with ritual, 
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with the most varied topics of the Halakah, and with religious philosophy, 
were addressed to him from Spain, Portugal, Italy, France, Germany, and 
even from Asia Minor. His responsa show evidence of wide reading, keen 
intelligence, and systematic thought. They also afford a clear insight into 
the communal life of the time. 

Aderet had to contend with the external enemies of Judaism as well as 
with religious dissensions and excesses within its own ranks. He wrote a 
refutation of the charges of Raymund Martini, a Dominican monk of 
Barcelona, who, in his work, “Pugio Fidei,” had collected passages from 
the Talmud and the Midrash which were hostile to Christianity. These 
charges also induced Aderet to write a commentary on the Haggadot, of 
which only a fragment is now extant. He refuted also the attacks of Ahmad 
ibn Hazm, a Mohammedan who in the book “Al-Milal wal-Nihal” had 
asserted that the priests had falsified the Bible. Aderet opposed also the 
increasing extravagances of the Quabbalists, who made great headway in 
Spain and were represented by Nissim ben Abraham of Avila, a pretended 
worker of miracles, and by Abraham Abulafia, a quabbalistic visionary. 
He combated these with vigor, but displayed no less animosity toward the 
philosophic-rationalistic conception of Judaism then prevailing, 
particularly in France, which was represented by Levi ben Abraham ben 
Hayyim, who treated most important religious questions with the utmost 
freedom, and who was joined by the Spaniard Isaac Albalag and others. 

Opposed to these was another tendency, the chief object of which was 
the preservation of the pure faith of Judaism. At the head of this movement 
stood Abba Mari ben Moses ha-Yarhi, called also En Duran Astruc de 
Lunel. He appealed to Aderet for assistance. An extensive correspondence 
ensued between the authorities of southern France and northern Spain...: 

Aderet, whose disposition was peaceable, at first endeavored to 
conciliate the opposing spirits. The Rashba defended Rambam 
(Maimonides) during contemporary debates over his works, and he 
authorized the translation of Rambam’s commentary on the Mishnah from 
Arabic to Hebrew. Nevertheless, the Rashba was opposed to the 
philosophic-rationalistic approach to Judaism often associated with 
Rambam, and he was part of the beit din (rabbinical court) in Barcelona 
that forbade men younger than 25 from studying secular philosophy or the 
natural sciences (although an exception was made for those who studied 
medicine). Ultimately he was called upon to decide the affair, and on 
Sunday, , together with his colleagues of the rabbinate of 
Barcelona, he pronounced the ban of excommunication (herem) over all 
who studied physics or metaphysics before the completion of their thirtieth 
year. Those who desired to study medicine as a profession were exempted 
from the ban. A special ban was pronounced against the rationalistic Bible 
exegetes and the philosophic Haggadah commentators, their writings and 
their adherents. The enforcing of these bans caused Aderet much trouble 
and embittered the closing years of his life. He left three sons, Isaac, Judah, 
and Astruc Solomon, all of whom were learned in the Talmud. 


Nachmanides in Jerusalem 

Nachmanides left Aragon and sojourned for three years somewhere in 
Castile or in southern part of the Kingdom of France. In W6, seeking 
refuge in Muslim lands from Christian persecution, he made aliyah to 
Jerusalem - the immigration of Jews from the diaspora to the Eretz Israel 
(Land of Israel). There he established a synagogue in the Old City that 
exists until present day, known as the Ramban Synagogue. His re- 
establishment of Jewish communal life in Jerusalem (which had been 
interrupted by Crusader repression) is notable in that it marked the 
beginning of almost 700 consecutive Jewish years in Jerusalem until the 
1948 Arab-Israeli War. Nachmanides then settled at Acre, where he was 
very active in spreading Jewish learning, which was at that time very much 
neglected in the Holy Land. He gathered a circle of pupils around him, 
and people came in crowds, even from the district of the Euphrates, to hear 
him. Karaites were said to have attended his lectures, among them being 
Aaron ben Joseph the Elder, who later became one of the greatest Karaite 
authorities (although there is no veracity to that). 

It was to arouse the interest of the Israeli Jews in the exposition of the 
Bible that Nachmanides wrote the greatest of his works - the above- 
mentioned commentary on the Torah. Although surrounded by friends and 
pupils, Nachmanides keenly felt the pangs of exile. “I left my family, I 
forsook my house. There, with my sons and daughters, the sweet, dear 
children I brought up at my knees, I left also my soul. My heart and my 
eyes will dwell with them forever.” 
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During his three years’ stay in the Holy Land Nachmanides maintained 
a correspondence with his native land, by means of which he endeavored 
to bring about a closer connection between Judea and Spain. Shortly after 
his arrival in Jerusalem he addressed a letter to his son Nahman, in which 
he described the desolation of the Holy City, where there were at that time 
only two Jewish inhabitants—two brothers, dyers by trade. In a later letter 
from Acre he counsels his son to cultivate humility, which he considers to 
be the first of virtues. In another, addressed to his second son, who 
occupied an official position at the Castilian court, Nachmanides 
recommends the recitation of the daily prayers and warns above all against 
immorality. 

Nachmanides died in the Holy Land after having passed the age of 
seventy-six. There is a disagreement as to his actual burial place. 

Pope Nicholas IV 

Pope Nicholas IV (Latin: Nicolaus IV; 30 September 1227 — 4 April 
1292), born Girolamo Masci, Pope from 22 February 1288 to his death in 
1292. He was the first Franciscan to be elected pope. 

Jerome Masci (Girolamo Masci) was born at Lisciano, near Ascoli 
Piceno. He was a pious, peace-loving Doctor of Theology whose goals as a 
Franciscan friar were to protect the Church, promote the crusades, and 
root out heresy. As a Franciscan friar, he had been elected the Order’s 
superior (minister) for Dalmatia during the Franciscan general chapter held 
at Pisa in 17. 

Pope Gregory X (1271-1276) sent a legate to Greek Emperor Michael 
Palaiologos, in , to invite the participation of Greek prelates in the 
Second Council of Lyons. The Pope’s ambition was to achieve a reunion 
of Eastern and Western Christendom. 

St. Bonaventure (“Doctor Seraphicus”), then Minister General of the 
Order of Friars Minor (Franciscans) was instrumental in procuring the 
election of Pope Gregory X, who rewarded him with the title of Cardinal 
Bishop of Albano, and insisted on his presence at the great Second Council 
of Lyon in 1274. He was asked to select four Franciscans to accompany the 
Legation as Nuncios. He chose Friar Jerome Masci as one of the four. 
There, after his significant contributions led to a union of the Greek and 
Latin churches, Bonaventure died suddenly and in_ suspicious 
circumstances during the fifth session of the Order’s General Chapter at 
Lyons on Sunday, 15 July 1274, Friar Jerome Masci was elected to succeed 
him as the Franciscan Minister General, even though he was absent at the 
time, only then returning with the Greek delegates from the embassy to 
Constantinople. 

He steered the Franciscans on a moderate and intellectual course that 
made them the most prominent order in the Catholic Church until the 
coming of the Jesuits. His theology was marked by an attempt completely 
to integrate faith and reason. He thought of Christ as the “one true 
master” who offers humans knowledge that begins in faith, is developed 


through rational understanding, and is perfected by mystical union with 

God. 

Jerome was the associate of Blessed John of Vercelli, Master General of 
the Dominican Order, when the latter was sent by Pope Nicholas III 
(Giovanni Caetani Orsini) on Friday, , to arrange a peace 
between Philip IV of France and Alfonso II of Aragon. Jerome and John 
of Vercelli were again appointed to the same task on Monday, 4 April 
B78. At the same time, Jerome was ordered to continue for the time being 
as the Franciscan Minister General. 

In 1278 Jerome was made Cardinal Priest by Pope Nicholas III, and at 
some point after Tuesday, [@IMAYEII79 was assigned the titular church of 
Santa Pudenziana. Even after his appointment as a cardinal, he was 
allowed to remain as Minister General of the Franciscans until the next 
general chapter. In the event, however, he was unable to attend the chapter 
for reasons of ill health, as a letter of apology of Pope Nicholas III, written 
in M@YMIT, indicates. On Saturday, he was promoted 
Cardinal Bishop of Palestrina by Pope Martin IV. 

After the death of Pope Honorius IV on Thursday, B§APEINIRS7, the 
Conclave was held in Rome, at the papal palace next to Santa Sabina on 
the Aventine Hill, where Pope Honorius had died. This was in accordance 
with Constitution “Ubi Periculum” of Pope Gregory X. At the beginning, 
in April. there were thirteen cardinals in Rome; three Cardinals—Gerardo 
Bianchi, Giovanni Boccamati, and Jean Cholet—did not attend at all. The 
Sacred College was for a time hopelessly divided in its selection of a 
successor. When six of the electors died during the year [@8% (Ancher 


Pantaleon, Geoffrey de Bar, Hugh of Evesham, Giordano Orsini, Comes de 
Casanate, and Goffredo of Alatri—some, at least, carried off by fever), the 
others, with the sole exception of Jerome Masci, left the Conclave and 
returned to their homes. It was not until the following year that they 
reassembled. The electors at that time were seven in number: Jerome 
Masci, along with Latino Malabranca, Bentivenga de Bentivengis, Bernard 
de Languissel, Matteo Rosso Orsini, Giacomo Colonna, and Benedetto 
Caetani. On Sunday, , the survivors unanimously elected 
Jerome Masci, to the papacy on the first scrutiny. It is said that the 
Cardinals were impressed by his steadfastness in remaining at the papal 
palace, but there is no real documentation as to their motives. As he 
admitted in his electoral manifesto, Cardinal Masci was extremely reluctant 
to accept, and indeed he persisted in his refusal for an entire week. Finally, 
on the following Sunday, , he gave in and agreed. He became 
the first Franciscan pope and chose the name Nicholas IV_ in 
remembrance of Nicholas III, who had made him a Cardinal. 


John of Montecorvino 

John of Montecorvino (Giovanni da Montecorvino in Italian) (1247— 
1328) was an Italian Franciscan missionary, traveler and statesman, 
founder of the earliest Roman Catholic missions in India and China, and 
archbishop of Peking, and Latin Patriarch of the Orient. 

As a member of a Roman Catholic religious order which at that time was 
chiefly concerned with the conversion of non-Catholics, he was 
commissioned in 1272 by the Byzantine Emperor Michael VIII 
Palaiologos to Pope Gregory X, to negotiate for the reunion of the 
“Greek” (Orthodox) and Latin churches. 

Commissioned by Pope Nicholas IV to preach Christianity in the 
Nearer and Middle East, especially to the Asiatic hordes then threatening 
the West, he devoted himself incessantly to the Eastern 
missions, first that of Persia. In 1286 Arghun, the IIkhan who ruled this 
kingdom, sent a request to the pope through the Nestorian monk, Rabban 
Bar Sauma, to send Catholic missionaries to the Court of the Great Khan 
(Mongol emperor) of China, Kublai Khan (1260-94), who was well 
disposed towards Christianity. 

Arnold of Cologne and John of Montecorvino came to Rome with 
similar promising news - Nicholas entrusted John with the important 
mission to Farther China, where about this time Marco Polo, the 
celebrated Venetian lay traveler, still lingered. 

In (989 John revisited the Papal Court and was sent out as Roman legate 
to the Great Khan, the Ilkhan of Persia, and other leading personages of 
the Mongol Empire, as well as to the Emperor of Ethiopia. He started on 
his journey in 1289, provided with letters to the Khan Argun, to the great 
Emperor Kublai Khan, to Kaidu, Prince of the Tatars, to the King of 
Armenia and to the Patriarch of the Jacobites. His companions were the 

and the merchant Peter of Lucalongo. He 
reached Tabriz (in Iranian Azerbeijan), then the chief city of Mongol 
Persia, if not of all Western Asia. 


Meir of Rothenburg 

Meir of Rothenburg (c. 1215 — 2 May 1293) was the “greatest Jewish 
leader of Zarfat” alive at the time: (Zarfat is Medieval Hebrew for France 
which was a reference to Charlemagne’s rule of Germany). 

Rabbi Meir was born between 1215 and 1220 in Worms... - coming from 
a long line of rabbis. His first teacher was his father. He continued his 
training in Wiirzburg under of Vienna and in France, 
where he remained until , his teachers being Yechiel of Paris, Samuel 
ben Solomon of Falaise, and Samuel of Evreux, witnessing the burning of 
the Talmud on Friday, , in Paris. Meir then settled in 
Rothenburg ob der Tauber, opening a yeshiva in his house. After the death 
of his father in 1281, he settled in Worms. In 1286, King Rudolf I son of 
Count Albert IV of Habsburg and Hedwig (daughter of Count Ulrich of 
Kyburg) instituted a new persecution of the Jews, declaring them servi 
camerae (“serfs of the treasury”), which had the effect of negating their 
political freedoms. 

The disorder in Germany after the fall of the Hohenstaufen afforded an 
opportunity for King Rudolf I to increase his possessions. About this time, 
the Jews had taken Werner of Oberwesel (1271 - 1287), a poor 16-year-old 
German boy, and hung him by his feet and using his blood for the Jewish 
ritual of Passover. Rudolf I, first king of the Romans of the Habsburg 
dynasty, was convinced the accusations against the Jews were groundless. 
He fined the murderers of Jews and ordered the burning of the corpse of 
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Werner to prevent any further veneration. The royal instructions to burn 
Werner’s body, to prevent any further veneration, were not followed. 
Werner was buried on Wednesday, and alleged miracles 
began to be reported as the veneration spread as a martyr cult. 

Along with many others, Meir left Germany with family and followers, 
but was captured in the mountains of Lombardy having been recognized by 
a baptized Jew named Kneppe, and imprisoned in a fortress near Ensisheim 
in Alsace. Tradition has it that a large ransom of 23,000 marks silver was 
raised for him (by the Rosh), but Rabbi Meir refused it, for fear of 
encouraging the imprisonment of other rabbis. He ruled on his own 
abduction in light of Talmudic law. He died in prison after seven years. 
Fourteen years after his death a ransom was paid for his body by 


NATURZ 


Asher ben Jehiel (Hebrew: 28° 12 "wx, or Asher ben Yechiel) (1250 or 
1259 — 1327), an eminent rabbi and Talmudist, was often referred to as 
Rabbenu Asher, “our Rabbi Asher” or by the Hebrew acronym for this 
title, the ROSH (w"n4, literally “Head”). 

The Rosh was probably born Cologne, Holy Roman Empire, and died in 
Toledo. His family was prominent for learning and piety, his father Yechiel 
was a Talmudist, and one of his ancestors was Rabbi Eliezer ben Nathan 
(the RaABaN). Asher had eight sons, the most prominent of whom were 
Judah and Jacob, author of the Arba’ah Turim, a code of Jewish law. His 
primary teacher was the Tosafist Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg, then in 
Worms. In addition to his studies, ROSH worked in money lending, and 
according to his own statement, was independently wealthy. 


Jacob ben Asher and Judah ben Asher 

Jacob ben Asher, also known as Ba’al ha-Turim as well as Rabbi 
Yaakov ben Raash (Rabbeinu Asher) third son of the Rabbi Asher 
ben Jehiel (known as the “Rosh”), a Rabbi of the Holy Roman Empire 
who moved to Castile, was probably born in the Holy Roman Empire 
at Cologne about 1269 - and probably died at Toledo (Zacuto), then 
in the Kingdom of Castile, about 1343. 

His brothers were also rabbis of different communities in Iberia. 
He lived in abject poverty most of his life, and according to The 
Sephardic Community of Chios, is said to have fallen ill and died 
with his 10 companions on the island of Chios, in Greece, whilst 
traveling. 

Judah ben Asher (30 June 1270 — 4 July 1349) son of Rabbenu 
Asher was a German Talmudist and later rabbi of Toledo, Spain, and 
brother of Jacob ben Asher (“Ba’al ha-Turim”). 

At the age of thirteen, according to the custom of the German 
Talmudists of that epoch, Judah began to travel. He set out for Spain 
on Sunday, , and arrived at Toledo on Saturday, (ApH 

, consuming almost two years in his journey. He does not appear 
to have stayed long in Toledo, for in 1286 he married the daughter of 
his oldest brother, Jehiel, who is not known to have left Germany 
before 1305. After her death he married the daughter of Solomon, 
another brother of his. In 1305 his father, who was then obliged to 
leave Germany, sent Judah before him into Spain in order to arrange 
for his settling there. 

Judah says in his testament that when he first came to Toledo he 
“could not profit much” by the Spanish Talmudists, as he understood 
neither their writing nor their language; and as he had sore eyes he 
could not even occupy himself with writing. After his father’s death 
(1321 or 1328) Judah was chosen by the Toledo community as his 
successor in the rabbinate. He was held in great esteem by the 
members of his congregation, and when, on account of some 
disagreement, he manifested a desire to remove to Seville, they urged 
him to remain and doubled his salary. Still, he was not favorably 
inclined toward Spain; for he recommended his five sons to emigrate 
to Germany. 

Asher, Judah’s father, had ordained that every member of his 
family should give for charitable purposes a tithe of his earnings, and 
that three-fourths of the amount of such tithe should be confided to 
two trustees for distribution among the poor. In the agreement signed 
by Asher and his sons on Tuesday, Judah and his 
brother Jacob were appointed trustees. Judah approved heartily of 
this charitable institution, and at his request, on Sunday, 

his sons signed an agreement making a similar 
arrangement in regard to the disposition of their own earnings. Judah 
died at Toledo on Friday, 4 July 1349. 


Angelo da Clareno and the Fraticelli 


\LISPERSOAN + LIBERTVSESTTEF 


Frati was a designation of the members of the mendicant orders 
founded during the thirteenth century, principally the Franciscans, and 
especially hermits, whether these observed monastic precepts or regulated 
their own lives. The Fraticelli (“Little Brethren”) or Spiritual Franciscans 
were extreme proponents of the rule of Saint Francis of Assisi, founder of 
the Friars Minor, especially with regard to poverty, and regarded the 
wealth of the Church as scandalous, and that of individual churchmen as 
invalidating their status: (The ideal of St. Francis of Assisi, was that his 
disciples, by evangelical poverty, complete self-denial, and humility, 
should lead the world back to Christ). They were thus forced into open 
revolt against the whole authority of the Church and were declared 
heretical in (296 by Pope Boniface VIII. 

It must suffice here to note that in consequence of St. Francis’ severe 
requirements concerning the practice of poverty, his followers divided into 
two branches, the Zelanti (conservative members of the clergy and their lay 
supporters), or Spirituals, and the Relaxati, known later as the 
Conventuals (commonly known as the Greyfriars as a result of their grey 
robes). The popes of the thirteenth century intervened to bring about 
harmony between the two factions, and Gregory IX, Innocent IV, and 
Nicholas III al/ gave in their Bulls authoritative explanations of the points 
at issue. But the differences were not fully adjusted nor were unity ever 
completely restored between the Spirituals and the main body of the order, 
the Community (Fratres de Communitate). 

The first Fraticelli group was begun by Brother Angelo da Clareno (or 
da Cingoli) (1247/1248—1337), founder and leader of one of the groups of 
Fraticelli in the . Angelo and several brethren from the 
March of Ancona had been condemned ( to imprisonment for life, 
but were liberated by the general of the order, Raimondo Gaufredi (1289- 
95) and sent to Armenia, where welcomed them. The 
local clergy, however, were less enthusiastic, and following popular 
agitations against them they were exiled from Armenia towards the 


Originally known as Pietro da Fossombrone, he was born about 1248, 
and entered the Franciscan order around 1270. Believing that the rule of St. 
Francis was not being observed and interpreted according to the mind and 
spirit of the Seraphic Father, he retired to a hermitage with a few 
companions and formed a new branch of the order known as the “Clareni.” 
The influence of the prophetical writings of Joachim of Floris, a Calabrian 
abbot, on Angelo and his followers, and in fact on the “Spirituals” 
generally of the 13" century, cannot be overrated. 

By the Bull of Pope Sixtus IV, Dominus Noster Jesus Christus, the 
“Clareni” were united to the main body of the order and placed under the 
obedience of the Minister General. But the number of Angelo’s followers 
was small; and his so-called reform brought upon himself in particular, and 
the “Clareni” in general, the suspicious disfavour of the Friars Minor who 
were not prepared to follow the extreme interpretation of the rule of St. 
Francis which Angelo had adopted. The Provincial Minister had Angelo 
and a few other “zealot” leaders arrested in Rome as heretics and 
schismatics. They were imprisoned for nine years when in 1289, a new 
Provincial, Raymond Gaufredi ordered them released. 

Sometimes anglicized as Raymond Godefroy (died 1310), Minister 
General of the Franciscan Order from 1289 to 1295), he was a 
sympathizer with the Franciscan Spirituals. Despite Pope Nicholas IV 
having been the first Franciscan pope, it was not until his death in 1292 
that Gaufredi felt able to relax the sanctions against the Spirituals, who had 
been persecuted for their strong condemnations of luxury in the church. 
Gaufredi was responsible in particular for the release from prison of 

. Angelo da Clareno and some of his followers—including 
were released from confinement and sent as 
missionaries to Armenia in order to avoid persecution from the friars in the 
March of Ancona. 


Etienne Marcel 
Etienne Marcel (between 1302 and 1310 — 31 July 1358) was provost of 
the merchants of Paris under , called John the 
Good (Jean le Bon). He distinguished himself in the defense of the small 
craftsmen and guildsmen who made up most of the city population. As a 
delegate of the Third Estate, he played an important role in the general 
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assemblies held during the Hundred Years’ War. In [35%, he found 
himself at the head of a reform movement that tried to institute a controlled 
French monarchy, confronting the royal power of the Dauphin or heir to the 
throne. 


Etienne Marcel son of the clothier Simon Marcel and Isabelle Barbou 
was born into the wealthy Parisian bourgeoisie. Like Jacob van Artevelde 
in Flanders, his upbringing in the urban upper class brought him close to 
the powerful; he grew up at a time when towns were becoming a political 
force, especially Paris, which was the largest city in western Europe (its 
population in about 9B2B is estimated at 200,000 people). 

Etienne Marcel first married Jeanne de Dammartin - and then 
Marguerite des Essars, who survived him. 

Marcel is mentioned as provost of the Grande-Confrérie of Notre Dame 

in 9350. In (B54, at a time of great change, he succeeded Jean de Pacy as 
provost of the Parisian merchants, representing the mercantile leaders of 
the Third Estate of the Estates General: One of his earliest assemblies 
(that of 1355) aimed at controlling the kingdom’s finances. 
In F was taken prisoner by the English after the 
. On Sunday, , his heir, the Dauphin 
Charles, called together the Estates General: (Charles V the Wise became 
king in 1364 with the help of talented advisers known as the Marmousets - 
their name, essentially referring to monkeys, was also a term for the 
English at the time). In conjunction with Bishop Robert le Coq of Laon, 
Marcel played a leading part; a committee of eighty members, formed by 
the two, pressed their demands for new taxes with such insistence that the 
dauphin dismissed the body. 


Modern boundaries are 
shown for reference. 
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East ; 


In 12" century France “money-lending” was an important Jewish 
business, but by the 13" century Jewish lenders came up against the 
superior competition of the Lombards - a rivalry even more intense in 
the Netherlands. In England, where *Aaron of Lincoln and *Aaron of 
York were powerful bankers, a special “Exchequer of the Jews was set 
up to centralize Jewish transactions. However, during the 13" century, “the 


Financial straits, not least dealing with the ransom for King John, 
obliged the Dauphin to summon them once more on Thursday, 

, with the consequence being the promulgation of a great edict of 
reform. John the Good forbade its being put into effect, whereupon a 
conflict ensued between Marcel and the dauphin, Marcel endeavoring to set 
up in opposition to John. The Estates 
General assembled again on Friday, and on Sunday, 

the populace of Paris, led by Marcel, invaded the palace 
and murdered the marshals of Champagne Jean de Conflans and 
Normandy Robert de Clermont, before the prince’s eyes. 

The assemblies had proven incapable of resolving the crisis in the 
kingdom. The murder of the nobles undermined Marcel’s support from the 
aristocracy. Dauphin Charles was now able to take power and save the 
crown from the Valois line. 

Thenceforth, Marcel was openly hostile to the throne. After vainly 
hoping that the insurrection of the Jacquerie might turn to his advantage, 
he next supported the King of Navarre, whose armed bands infested the 
neighbourhood of Paris. On the night of Monday, , ee was 
about to open the gates of the capital to them, but prevented 
the execution of this design. Marcel was assassinated by the guards at the 
Porte Saint-Antoine; Parisian bourgeois believed he had gone too far in 
opposing the king, and thought he might hand over the city to the English. 
During the following days, his adherents were likewise put to death, and 
the dauphin was able to re-enter Paris. 


Cities with repeated plague 
outbreaks, 14th to 18th century 


ie 


Approximate date of the first outbreak 


Spreading of the plague by 
marine routes 


1347 [ 1350 

1348 = 1351 
relatively 

1349 [] unaffected 


crown” began to rely on the greater resources of the Cahorsins and Italian 
bankers and, in 290, Jewry was expelled. 

In Italy, Jewish bankers could expand their sphere of activity under the 
silent protection of the popes, despite resistance on the part of the 
Christian burghers. From the second half of the 13" century, they spread 
throughout central Italy and, gradually, expanded toward the north, 
migrating at first to the smaller and medium-sized 
towns. 
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a Jew named Bona Dies was “broken on the Catherine Wheel” in 1348. 


As the plague waned in 1350, so did the violence against Jewish 
communities. In 1351, the plague and the immediate persecution was over, 
though the background level of persecution and discrimination remained. 
Ziegler (1998) comments that: "there was nothing unique about the 
massacres. 20 years after the Black Death the Brussels massacre (1370) 
wiped out the Belgian Jewish community. 


Banking in the Middle Ages 


With the increased economic activity of the Middle Ages, there was a 
growing need for money exchange and the conversion of coins. Money 
changers were soon holding and transferring large sums of money and 
extending loans to merchants. As the demand increased, so did the number 
of services. Common financial activities came to include granting loans, 
investing, as well as most of the deposit, credit and transfer functions of a 
modern bank. 

A major obstacle to the growth of banks in the Middle Ages was the 
Church’s prohibition of usury, the charging of interest on loans. As 
economic activity expanded, however, the papacy became one of the first 
to insist that interest should be paid on investments made at a risk. Because 
they were forbidden to hold land or engage in more “acceptable” sources of 
economic enterprise, money changers in the Middle Ages were typically 
Jews. After the shift in Church policy regarding usury, it became more 
acceptable to be a financier and attempts were made to expel Jews from 
their commercial role. 

The international luxury trade was centered in Rome during the 
Middle Ages. By the end of the 13" century, Florentines, as papal 
treasurers and tax collectors, spurred Florence to become the banking 
centre of Europe. Large numbers of families invested capital in 
commercial and industrial developments. In the [@908, the Bardi and 
Peruzzi families had established branches in England and were the main 
European bankers by the 1320s. By 1338, there were more than eighty 
banking houses in Florence with operations across Europe. The financial 
success of Florentine banking activities led others to break the monopoly. 

During the 15" century, municipal banks became established, 
including one at Barcelona in (@0i) and one a few years later at Valencia. 
One of the longest and most stable banks was the 
in Genoa, established in [OJ by state creditors and run by a board of 
directors. 

The greatest danger to medieval banking was in granting loans to 
European monarchs to finance wars. The use of mercenary armies 
and field artillery increased the costs of mounting military operations. 
To finance these activities, rulers were often willing to repay loans at 
extremely high rates of interest sometimes as high as 45%-to-60%. Yet 
if they were unable to repay the loans, they simply did not. Most of the 
bank failures of the Late Middle Ages and Renaissance were the result of 
large loans to rulers who refused to pay their debts. The Bardi and Peruzzi 
banks suffered greatly when England’s monarchs refused to pay for loans 
acquired to finance the Hundred Years’ War. 


The Jacquerie 

The Jacquerie was a popular revolt by peasants that took place in 
northern France in the during the Hundred Years’ 
War. The revolt was centered in the valley of the Oise north of Paris and 
was suppressed after a few weeks of violence. This rebellion became 
known as “le Jacquerie” because the nobles derided peasants as 
“Jacques” or “Jacques Bonhomme” for their padded surplice, called a 
“jacque” or “gambeson” - a padded defensive jacket, worn as armour 
separately, or combined with mail or plate armour: It also doubled as a 
winter coat for wearers. The aristocratic chronicler Jean Froissart and his 
source, the chronicle of Jean le Bel, referred to the leader of the revolt as 
Jacque Bonhomme (“Jack Goodfellow”), though in fact the Jacquerie 
“great captain” was named Guillaume Cale. The word jacquerie became a 
synonym of peasant uprisings in general in both English and French. 


The Gambeson 
Gambesons were produced with a sewing technique called quilting. 
Usually constructed of linen or wool, the stuffing varied, and could 
be for example scrap cloth or horse hair. During the 14" century, 
illustrations usually show buttons or laces up the front. 
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Quilted leather open jackets and trousers were worn by Scythian 
horsemen before the 4" century BCE, as can be seen on Scythian gold 
ornaments crafted by Greek goldsmiths. The European gambeson 
can be traced at least to the late-10" century, but it is likely to have 
been in use in various forms for longer than that. In Europe, its use 
became widespread in the 13" century, and peaked in the 14" and 15% 
centuries. The gambeson was used both as a complete armour unto 
itself and underneath mail and plate in order to cushion the body and 
prevent chafing. It was very insulatory and thus uncomfortable, but 
its protection was vital for the soldier. 

An arming doublet (also called aketon) worn under armour, 
particularly plate armour of 15" and 16 Europe, contains arming 
points for attaching plates. 15“ century examples may include 
goussets sewn into the elbows and armpits to protect the wearer in 
locations not covered by plate. German gothic armour arming 
doublets were generally shorter than Italian white armour doublets, 
which could extend to the upper thigh. In late 15" century Italy this 
also became a civilian fashion. Men who were not knights wore 
arming doublets, probably because the garment suggested status and 
chivalry. 

Although they are thought to have been used in Europe much 
earlier, gambesons underwent a revolution from their first proven use 
in the late-11" and early-12" centuries as an item of armour that 
simply facilitated the wearing of mail to an item of independent 
armour popular amongst infantry. Although quilted armour survived 
into the English Civil War in England as a poor man’s cuirass, and 
as an item to be worn beneath the few remaining suits of full plate, it 
was increasingly replaced by the “buff coat” — a leather jacket of 
rough suede. 

There are two distinctive designs of gambeson; those designed to 
be worn beneath another armour, and those designed to be worn as 
independent armour. The latter tend to be thicker and higher in the 
collar, and faced with other materials, such as leather, or heavy 
canvas. This variant is usually referred to as padded jack and made of 
several (between 18 and 30) layers of cotton, linen or wool. These 
jacks were known to stop even heavy arrows and their design of 
multiple layers bears a striking resemblance to modern-day body 
armor, which substituted at first silk, ballistic nylon and later Kevlar 
as fabric. 

For common soldiers who could not afford mail or plate armour, 
the gambeson, combined with a helmet as the only additional 
protection, remained a common sight on European battlefields during 
the entire Middle Ages, and its decline — paralleling that of plate 
armour — came only with the Renaissance, as the use of firearms 
became more widespread, until by the 18" century it was no longer in 
military use. 

While the use of linen has been shown in archaeological evidence, 
the use of cotton — and cotton-based canvas — is disputed since the 
access to large amounts of cotton cloth was not widely available in 
northern Europe at this time. It is quite probable that Egypt (and Asia- 
Minor generally) still produced cotton well after the 7™ and 8" 
centuries and knowledge (and samples) of this cloth was brought to 
Europe by the returning Crusaders. However logistics and expense of 
equipping a town militia or army with large amounts of cotton-based 
garments is doubtful, when flax-based textiles (linen) was in 
widespread use. 


Guillaume Cale 
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Guillaume Cale by the sculptor Victor Nicolas (plaster statue, 1934) 

Guillaume Cale (sometimes anglicized to William Kale, also known as 
Guillaume Caillet, popularly known as Jacques Bonhomme or “Jack 
Goodfellow”) was a wealthy peasant from the village of Mello near 
Beauvais - a commune in the Oise départment in northern France, who 
became leader of the peasant Jacquerie which broke out in and 
continued for a month unchecked until the on Saturday, 10 

. Cale’s origins are unknown, it is not clear how old he was at the 
time of the uprising, nor is anything known about his family and business 
ties, except that he was a reasonably well-off farmer. 

In 1358 the Beauvais (capital of the Oise département, in the Hauts-de- 
France region) was perhaps the only region of France that had remained 
unaffected by twenty years of warfare with England. It was still 
prosperous despite the impact of the Black Death, and maintained its 
wealth under the protection of the household troops of the French king 
and the other nobles who lived in and around Paris, depending on the 
region for food and for taxation income. However, in , King John IT 
the Good was captured by the English at the . His 
exorbitant ransom began to drain the already depleted French treasury and 
the authority exercised by the nobility diminished. In the 
violence broke out in Paris, as a clothier named Etienne Marcel seized the 
city with an army of townsmen, drove out the Dauphin and formed a 
revolutionary commune, presided over by Marcel - supra. 

Cale was sympathetic to the Parisians, and so when a similar rebellion 
began to ferment in the Beauvais region, he rose to become its leader, 
forming bands of peasants, villagers and brigands into a fairly cohesive 
though ill-equipped force. Cale and his supporters were able to overcome 
the scattered opposition from noble bodyguards and retainers and take 
control of the region. Loosely organized, the rebel bands ran amok, killing 
hundreds of nobles, retainers, and their wives and families amid scenes of 
brutality. Cale was joined by contingents from the towns of Senlis, 
Clermont and Creil and eventually could field 5000 men, including several 
minor nobles, whose military experience gave his force structure. 

Cale conducted a campaign of reduction against local castles and forts 
designed to give his army more mobility, and his troops were substantial 
enough that they were able to menace local towns into feeding them under 
threat of destruction. The rebellion spread all around Paris, and it was said 
“flames could be seen from the walls on all sides.” Amongst the castles 
taken was a royal dwelling at Montmorency, which was burnt to the 
ground. 

On Wednesday, 7 June 1358. just a few weeks after the uprising began, 
Cale drew his forces up on a hill near his hometown of Mello and awaited 
the arrival of a force of nobles and mercenaries commanded by King 
, which had been dispatched to crush the rebellion. In 
an attempt to distract the advancing force, Cale sent 800 men to Meaux, 
where the Dauphin was sheltering with his family. Dauphin Charles fled, 
. This 
did not however divert the King of Navarre, whose force arrived on 
Saturday 


| 


The Jacquerie was destroyed and major reprisals were undertaken 
against the peasants who had threatened the social order of medieval 
France. 


The Battle of Mello 


The Battle of Mello was the decisive and largest engagement of the 
Peasant Jacquerie of 1358, a rebellion of peasants in the Beauvais region 
of France, which caused an enormous amount of damage to this wealthy 
region at the height of the Hundred Years’ War with England. The battle 
was in fact two separate engagements; a major battle at Mello and a smaller 
one at the nearby town of Meaux, which the battle is also sometimes 
named after. 

The rebellion in the Beauvais was a major part of the Peasant Jacquerie 
which exploded into life in the . Although the 
head of the rebellion was centered on Paris, the body was focused in the 
region to the north-east, and there peasants, frustrated by the failures of 
the nobility to protect them from English raiders and heavy taxation had 
risen up, forming village councils to rule regions and small armed forces of 
young men to maintain order. These peasant bands also attacked 
surrounding noble houses, many of which were only occupied by women 
and children, the men being away with the armies fighting the English. 
The occupants were frequently massacred, the houses looted and burnt in 
an orgy of violence which shocked France and ravaged this once 
prosperous region. 

The nobles’ response was furious. Aristocracy from across France united 
together and formed an army in Normandy which was joined by English 
and foreign mercenaries, sensing payment and a chance to loot the 
defeated peasants. This army moved into the Beauvais, preparing to strike 
at the peasants who had set up camp at the plateau above Mello near Silly- 
le-Long. The peasants had arrived there three days before, many ragged 
bands united under a leader from Paris. Another army, 800-strong under 
Jean Vaillant and Pierre Gilles, was dispatched to Meaux, where they 
besieged the castle of Marché which contained 
the wife of the Dauphin Charles and his daughter Jeanne - both whom he 
had abandoned, along with a large number of nobles returning from 
crusading with the Teutonic Knights, including Count Gaston III 


Phoebus of Foix'> and Lord Jean de Grailly. 


15 As Jean Froissart records, Fébus was betrayed by his son who also bore the 
dynastic name, Gaston, and who tried to kill his father using poison given to him by 
Charles Il of Navarre. Fébus caught his son in the act and imprisoned him. In a 
subsequent violent quarrel, Fébus stabbed his son, who died. With Gaston’s 
death, Fébus had no legitimate heir. 

On Monday, , at a masquerade ball given by the Queen of 
France, Isabeau of Bavaria, in Paris; her husband, Beloved Charles VI the Mad of 
France performed in a dance with five members of the French nobility. Four of the 
dancers were killed in a fire caused by a torch brought in by a spectator, Charles’ 
brother Duke Louis of Orléans. 

Charles and another of the dancers survived. The ball was one of a number of 
events intended to entertain the young king, who the previous summer had suffered 
an attack of insanity. The event undermined confidence in Charles’ capacity to rule; 
Parisians considered it proof of courtly decadence and threatened to rebel against 
the more powerful members of the nobility. The public’s outrage forced the King and 

his brother d’Orléans, whom a contemporary chronicler accused of attempted 

regicide and sorcery, to offer penance for the event. 

Charles’ wife, Isabeau of Bavaria, held the ball to honour the remarriage of a lady- 
in-waiting. Scholars believe it was a traditional charivari - a noisy, discordant mock 
serenade, frequently with pounding on pots and pans. The dancers disguised as wild 
men, mythical beings often associated with demonology. 


One of Gaston Fébus’ four recorded illegitimate sons, Yvain de Foix, was burned 
to death when his costume caught fire from a torch. The other performers died as 
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Philip of Burgundy 


In Venice, in 1366. Jews, probably Yids of German origin obtained the 
right to lend on pledges. Here, as in other places in northern Italy, Jewish 
loan-bankers from the south came into competition with Yiddish-speaking 
Ashkenazi Khazars migrating from Germany or southern France. Finally, 
only a few towns, such as Milan and Genoa, refused to admit Jewish 
loan-bankers. However, their activities were seriously challenged when 
the anti-Jewish preaching of the Franciscans resulted in the establishment 
of branches of the toward the 4 
In Pisa and then in Florence, the Da Pisa family became important loan- 
bankers; in Florence in 1437 Cosimo de' Medici permitted a Jewish group to 
establish four loan-banks. 


King Charles VI 

Ih B80, after the death of his father Charles V of France, the 12-year- 
old Charles VI was crowned king, beginning his minority with his four 
uncles acting as regents. Within two years one of them, Philip of 
Burgundy - “one of the most powerful princes in Europe,” became sole 
regent to the young king after Louis of Anjou pillaged the royal treasury 
and departed to campaign in Italy; Charles’ other two uncles, John of 
Berry and Louis of Bourbon, showed little interest in governing. In 1387, 
the 20-year-old Charles assumed sole control of the monarchy and 
immediately dismissed his uncles and reinstated the Marmousets, his 
father’s traditional counselors. Unlike his uncles, the Marmousets wanted 
peace with England, less taxation, and a strong, responsible central 
government—policies that resulted in a negotiated three-year truce with 
England, and the Duke of Berry being stripped of his post as governor of 
Languedoc because of his excessive taxation: (Historically, the region of 
Languedoc was called the County of Toulouse, a county independent from 
the kings of France, and also included other close-by borderlands). 

In 9892 Charles VI suffered the first in a lifelong series of attacks of 
insanity, manifested by an “insatiable fury” at the attempted assassination 
of the Constable of France and leader of the Marmousets, Olivier V “the 
Butcher” de Clisson'°—carried out by son of 
Guillaume I de Craon - a medieval French aristocrat notorious for his 
riotous temperament, culminating in his attempted murder of de Clisson, 
Constable of France - but orchestrated by : 
(Craon inherited lands, titles and considerable wealth from his father). 


Duke Louis I of Anjou 
In the latter year 1382 Duke Louis I of Anjou \eft France to claim the 
throne of Naples following the death of . She had adopted 
him to succeed her, as she was childless and did not wish to leave her 
inheritance to any of her : 
Despite his coronation at Avignon as King of Naples by 
, Louis was forced to remain in France and Joan’s troops were 
defeated by , her second cousin and previous heir. 
Joanna was killed in her prison in San Fele in 1382: Louis, with support of 


well. This masquerade came to be known as the Bal des Ardents (Ball of the 
Burning Men). 

16 His father, Olivier IV de Clisson, had been put to death by the French in {848 on the 
suspicion of having willingly given up the city of Vannes to the English. In (342, 
Vannes was besieged four times between forces from both sides of the Breton War 
of Succession. The city’s defending commander, de Clisson was captured by the 
English, but finally released. The French eventually executed him on suspicion that 
the ransom was unusually low and therefore he may have been a traitor. 
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the Antipope, France, Bernabo Visconti of Milan and Amadeus VI of 
Savoy, and using the money he had been able to obtain during the regency, 
launched an expedition to regain the Kingdom of Naples from Charles. 

The expedition, counting to some 40,000 troops, was however 
unsuccessful. Charles, who counted on the mercenary companies under 
English condottiere and , fora 
total of some 14,000 men, was able to divert the French from Naples to 
other regions of the kingdom and to harass them with guerrilla tactics. 

Amadeus fell ill and died in Molise on Saturday, (§VEREAEBSS and his 
troops abandoned the field. Louis asked for help from his king nephew in 
France, who sent him an army under . The latter was 
able to conquer Arezzo and then invade the Kingdom of Naples, but 
midway was reached by the news that Louis had suddenly died at Bisceglie 
on Monday, . He soon sold Arezzo to Florence and 
returned to France. After Arezzo yielded to Florentine domination, its 
individual history was subsumed by that of Florence and the Medicean 
Grand Duchy of Tuscany. During this period an Italian painter of the Early 
Renaissance Piero della Francesca, a mathematician and geometer, 
worked in the church of San Francesco di Arezzo producing the splendid 
“serene humanist” frescoes, recently restored, which are Arezzo’s most 
famous works. Afterwards the city began an economical and cultural 
decay, which fortunately ensured that its medieval centre was preserved. 
Craon was involved in the expedition of Duke Louis I of Anjou to seize 
the kingdom of Naples, 


“Haukevvod” 


\N Z 
John Hawkwood, papal condottiere in Gregory XI’s wars against Milan. 

Sir John Hawkwood (“Haukevvod”) second son of Gilbert Hawkwood, 
a landowner of considerable wealth was a “tanner” also known as 
“Giovanni Acuto” meaning “John the Astute” or “John Sharp” referring to 
his “cleverness or cunning” - and he was born in Sible Hedingham, which 
is an old Roman outpost in the northern corner of Essex, close to both the 
Suffolk and Cambridgeshire borders. His father had property in both Sible 
Hedingham and Finchingfield, a primarily rural area in north-west Essex, 
England. 

The reason his last name was “Hawkwood” was because when his 
mother was in labour she demanded that she give birth in a forest, so he 
was literally the “hawk of the wood.” However, he did not reside at home 
for long, and there are records that show he moved to London to be 
apprenticed to a tailor. 

Hawkwood began his career in the Hundred Years’ War in France 
under Edward III as a longbowman. It has been argued that he participated 
in both of Battle of Crécy in 1346 and the Battle of Poitiers in 1356. After 
Poitiers, he joined the 14"-century Italian mercenary Company of 
Adventure (Italian: Compagnia di ventura) “The > Italian: 
Compagnia Bianca del Falco), who originally wore white surcoats, is 
known from its arrival in Italy in by the German 
and later by the Englishman John Hawkwood. It was initially called the 
Great Company of English and Germans - it was an infamous band of 
mercenaries, with whom Hawkwood crossed into Italy in [B@lll... becoming 
its captain in (B63. 
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Although Hawkwood was knighted, there is no clear evidence by whom 
or where. Some sources claim he was knighted by the after 
the Battle of Poitiers, but there is no historical record of this. In Italy, all 
major condottieri were classified as a knight, which means the distinction 
in itself is ambiguous. After arriving in Italy, he fought for numerous 
factions such as the Pope, Milan and Florence for the rest of his life, 
ending his career in Florence. 

Despite it being commonly referred to as the English Company, 
personnel were drawn from a wide range of nationalities, reflecting the 
international nature of Italian mercenary warfare in the 14" century, 
including at various times Germans, Italians and Hungarians. The numbers 
of men in the Company varied over the years. In Bei. it is recorded as 
having 3500 cavalry and 2000 infantry. At its lowest ebb in 9388, it had a 
mere 250 men. The company was organized in lances of three men - a 
man-at-arms, a squire and a page. Of these, only the man-at-arms and 
squire were armed. These lances were organized into contingents, each 
under a corporal, who was often an independent sub-contractor. This 
structure gave the Company a certain democratic element and it is thought 
that John Hawkwood first gained command of the Company in 1365 by 
election. The company contained numbers of infantry, particularly English 
longbowmen. These could be mounted on horses as were the 600 involved 
in the Battle of Castagnaro in 37. In addition to its military structure, the 
Company had an administrative staff, usually Italian, of chancellors and 
notaries who managed the legal and contractual aspects of the Company’s 
relationship with its employers, and a treasurer to handle its financial 
affairs. The White Company’s treasurer was an Englishman, William 
Thornton. 

The White Company is credited with introducing to Italy the practice of 
dismounting men-at-arms in battle, a practice already commonplace in the 
battles of the Hundred Years’ War in France. Contemporary witnesses 
record that the Company fought dismounted and in close order, advancing 
with two men-at-arms holding the same lance at a slow pace while 
shouting loud battle cries. The longbowmen apparently drew up behind. 
This is not to suggest that they abandoned mounted combat altogether. The 
Battle of Castagnaro was won by a cavalry charge. 

The War of the Eight Saints 

Galeazzo’s most notable military campaigns were against Pope Gregory 

XI, beginning roughly HeOuna@NS67. A series of battles were fought 
between the papacy and members of the Visconti family, including 
Bernabo and Galeazzo Visconti that ultimately ended in a peace treaty. 
However, this agreement would be revoked when Bernabo’s alliance with 
Florence, who had also held a longstanding struggle against the papacy, 
pulled the Visconti family back into battle during the War of Eight Saints 
(in ) 
i the pope had sent two papal delegates to serve Galeazzo IT 
Visconti, founder of the Visconti house, and his brother Bernabo Visconti 
their excommunication papers (consisting of a parchment bearing a leaden 
seal rolled in a silken cord). 


to resist, despite also the outbreak of a plague in Milan, whose 
consequences he suppressed with frantic energy. 

Another accomplishment of Galeazzo’s was having claimed Pavia in 
1359, which helped him fund military expeditions. Pavia later became a 
principal residence of the Visconti family. 

The War of the Eight Saints (1375-1378) was a war between Pope 
Gregory XI and a coalition of Italian city-states led by Florence, which 
contributed to the end of the Avignon Papacy - the period from 1309 to 
1377 during which seven successive popes resided in Avignon (then in the 
Kingdom of Arles, part of the Holy Roman Empire, now in France) rather 
than in Rome. 

Gregory XI also harbored various grievances against Florence for their 
refusal to aid him directly in his war against the Visconti of Milan. When 
Gregory XI’s war against Milan ended in Bes. many Florentines feared 
that the pope would turn his military attention toward Tuscany; thus, 
Florence paid off Gregory XI’s main military commander, English 
condottiere John Hawkwood, with 130,000 florins, extracted from local 
clergy, bishops, abbots, monasteries, and ecclesiastical institutions, by an 
eight-member committee appointed by the Signoria of Florence - the Otto 
dei Preti. [Its nine members, the Priori, were chosen from the ranks of the 


guilds of the city: citizens selected by drawing lots every two months; six 
of them from the major guilds, and two from the minor guilds; and the 
ninth became the Gonfaloniere of Justice (Gonfaloniere di Giustizia) - the 
temporary standard-bearer of the Republic of Florence.] 

Hawkwood also received a 600 florin annual salary for the next five 
years and a lifetime annual pension of 1200 florins. Note: The transalpine 
mercenaries employed by Gregory XI against Milan, now unemployed, 
were often a source of friction and conflict in papal towns. 

The causes of the war were rooted in interrelated issues, Florentine 
opposition to the expansion of the Papal States in central Italy (which the 
Avignon Popes had set as a condition for their return), and antipathy 
toward the Parte Guelfa in Florence. Specifically, Florence feared in the 

that Gregory XI intended to reoccupy a strip of territory 
near Lunigiana - a mountainous region dissected by the Magra River, 
covers an area which runs from the Apennine Mountains to the 
Mediterranean Sea, which Florence had conquered from Lord Bernabo 
Visconti of Milan, and that the Ubaldini might switch from Florentine to 
Papal allegiance: (Ghibellines were the imperial party, while the Guelphs 
supported the Pope and defending the liberties of the urban communes 
against the Emperor’s encroachments). 
Galeazzo II Visconti would ally with the Republic of Venice 
against Genoa. His troops were however defeated 
in the Val Bisagno. 

Florence formed an alliance with Milan in §UY§IB75, immediately prior 
to the outbreak of the war, and the prosecution of the war was entirely 
delegated to an eight-member committee appointed by the Signoria of 
Florence: the Otto della Guerra. Florence incited a revolt in the Papal 
States in §875. Florentine agents were sent to more than forty cities in the 
papal states to foment rebellion, many of which had only been re-submitted 
to papal authority by the efforts of Cardinal Gil Alvarez Carrillo de 
Albornoz. Humanist Chancellor of Florence Coluccio Salutati 
disseminated public letters urging the cities to rebel against the “tyrannical” 
and “corrupt” papal rule, instead urging a return to all’antica 
Republicanism. 

Pope Gregory XI excommunicated all members of the government of 
Florence and placed the city under interdict on Sunday, BUUMARCHNI376. 
banning religious services in Florence and legalizing the arrest and 
enslavement of Florentines and the confiscation of their property 
throughout Europe. Initially, rather than attempting to disobey the interdict, 
Florentines organized  extra-ecclesiastical processions (including 
flagellants) and confraternities, including the re-emergence of groups such 
as the Fraticelli, who had previously been deemed heretical. The edifice of 
the Florentine inquisition was destroyed, and the Signoria rolled back 
legal restrictions on usury and other practices frowned on by the (now 
defunct) ecclesiastical courts. 

In 9882, with the help of Alberico da Barbiano (c. 1344-1409) son of 
Aldisio - from a long standing noble family of Romagna claiming descent 
from Carolingian times (as kin the lords of Ravenna, Forli and Carrara), 
one of the first of the Italian condottieri, Sinibaldo I Ordelaffi (1336 — 28 
October 1386) pushed back the assault of Louis of Anjou. Sinibaldo died in 
1386, probably poisoned by his nephew Italian condottiero Pino I 
Ordelaffi, who had imprisoned him in the castle of Ravaldino the previous 
year - and succeeded him. The English mercenary John Hawkwood, 
known in Italy as Giovanni Acuto, was da Barbiano’s master in military 
matters. Alberico’s compagnia fought under the banner of Saint George, 
as the compagnia San Giorgio. 

Alberico da Barbiano married Beatrice da Polenta of Ravenna, and had 
by her two sons, Manfredo and Ludovico. 


The Battle of Castagnaro 
In 9885, Lord Francesco I “il Vecchio” da Carrara son of the 
assassinated Jacopo (Giacomo) II da Carrara, capitano del popolo of 
Padua from 1345 until his death had allied with the Visconti of Milan 
against the Scaliger of Verona: (Though he assumed power through forged 
documents and political murder, da Carrara was a patron of art and 
literature; in May 1345 Jacopo murdered the incumbent prince, 


39 


©:Darcy-John:Bouchard dit /i Exouile de la famille Méacutetis des Natio Kanata 


DICITCIVVS + NATURZ 
Marsiglietto Papafava; he in turn was assassinated in 1350 - at his death 
he was still illiterate, a fact he much regretted). The Battle of Castagnaro 
was fought on Sunday, at Castagnaro (today’s Veneto, 
northern Italy) between (1355-1399) and 

, fighting for the Scaliger troops of Verona, and John Hawkwood 
and Francesco Novello da Carrara son of Lord Francesco I of Padua, for 
Padua. It is one of the most famous battles of the Italian Condottieri Age. 
[After imprisoning his uncle Sinibaldo, who support of the Ghibelline 
party, Italian condottiero Pino I Ordelaffi assumed the rule of Forli in 
1386 - until his death. Giovanni Ordelaffi was poisoned by him. | 

The following year, however, Venice and Milan formed a collation 
against Francesco, who was forced to abdicate in favour of his son and to 
go into exile in Lombardy. Later transferred him 
first to Como, and then to the Forni jail of Monza, where he died in 1393. 
[In 1354 Pope Innocent VI proclaimed the undisputed right to impose, in 
the Cathedral of Monza, the Crown of Italy, the Iron Crown. In 1380 
Gian Galeazzo Visconti donated the castle to his wife Catherine, who 
would died there after having been jailed by her son Giovanni Maria 
Visconti (1404).] 

John Hawkwood brought 1100 of his own condottiere (600 cavalry and 
500 archers, or vice versa depending on the source) to supplement the 
Paduan forces of 8000 men (Giuseppe Marcotti places the number 
dismounted condottiere at 6000 men, along with a reserve of 1600 horse. 
He also goes on to say that there were 1000 native footmen of Padua, and 
600 crossbowman guarding a river bank.) 

Castagnaro is hailed as Sir John Hawkwood’s greatest victory. 
Following a Fabian-like strategy,'’ Hawkwood goaded the Veronese into 
attacking him on a field of his own choosing, by laying waste to the 
Veronese lands nearby. Drawing his forces up on the far side of a canal, 
and anchoring his right flank on a patch of woods, Hawkwood waited until 
the Veronese had committed to attacking across a ford of fascines piled up 
in the canal. Once so occupied, Hawkwood sprang his trap. Hawkwood had 
left a copy of his standard behind his forces, then had led his cavalry into 
the woods to his right. At a given signal—supposedly, a flaming arrow— 
the copy of his standard dropped, and Hawkwood’s cavalry burst from the 
woods on the Veronese left, with his real standard in front. At the point of 
impact, Hawkwood is said to have cast his commander’s baton into the 
Veronese ranks and ordered his men to retrieve it for him. 

Curiously though, the Florentine reserves under Ischia stood their 
ground against Hawkwood’s terrible onslaught. They could do nothing to 
turn the tide of battle since the Hawkwood’s men were all heavily armed, 
whilst the peasants were not. 

It is said that Hawkwood’s battle cry that day was a grim play on the 
Paduan war-cry of “Carro!” (“‘cart!,” from the coat of arms of the House of 
da Carrara)—in Hawkwood’s rendition, it became “Carne!” (““Flesh!’’). 


Death of Charles VI 


Events following the assault led to the mental breakdown of King 
Charles VI of France ushering in a long period of political instability in 
France. Convinced that the attempt on Clisson’s life was also an act of 
violence against himself and the monarchy, Charles quickly planned a 
retaliatory invasion of Brittany with the approval of the Marmousets, and 
within months departed Paris with a force of knights. 

On a hot August day outside Le Mans, accompanying his forces on the 
way to Brittany, without warning Charles drew his weapons and charged 
his own household knights including his brother Duke Louis I of 
Orléans—with whom he had a close relationship—crying “Forward 
against the traitors. They wish to deliver me to the enemy.” He killed four 
men before his chamberlain grabbed him by the waist and subdued him, 
after which he fell into a coma that lasted for four days. Few believed he 
would recover; his uncles, the dukes of Burgundy and Berry, took 
advantage of the King’s illness and quickly seized power, re-established 
themselves as regents, and dissolved the Marmouset council. 

The comatose king was returned to Le Mans, where Guillaume de 
Harsigny—a venerated and well-educated 92-year-old physician—was 


17 The Fabian strategy is a military strategy where pitched battles and frontal assaults 
are avoided in favor of wearing down an opponent through a war of attrition and 
indirection. While avoiding decisive battles, the side employing this strategy 
harasses its enemy through skirmishes to cause attrition, disrupt supply and affect 
morale. Employment of this strategy implies that the side adopting this strategy 
believes time is on its side, but it may also be adopted when no feasible alternative 
strategy can be devised. 
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summoned to treat him. After Charles regained consciousness, and his 
fever subsided, he was returned to Paris by Harsigny, moving slowly from 
castle to castle, with periods of rest in between. Late in September Charles 
was well enough to make a pilgrimage of thanks to Notre Dame de Liesse 
near Laon after which he returned again to Paris. 


A Review of Bygone Times 

The Iberian Peninsula after the Christian reconquest offered many 
examples of large-scale credit activities and tax farming by Jews. It is 
known that they provided money for armaments against the Moors. El] Cid 
borrowed from , for his expedition 
against Valencia. King Alfonso VI of Castile (1072-1109) also obtained 
loans from Jews for his military expeditions. His successors employed Jews 
in the financial administration, especially as almoxarifes (revenue 
collectors) - an activity combined with money-lending. Thus, 
Ezra was in the service of Alfonso VII, Joseph Ibn Shoshan of Alfonso 
VII, and and his son Cag de la 
Maleha were almoxarifes in the service of Alfonso X, while 

served as his treasurer. When Sancho IV (1258-95) came to the 

throne, was prominent in the financial 
administration, supervising the farming of the taxes. Generally, in Castile 
the Jews abstained from farming the direct taxes, which the 
Cortes opposed. The Jews, therefore, tended to prefer the administration of 
the customs and other rights belonging to the office of almoxarife. The 
court of Aragon relied on Jewish financial administrators in a similar 
fashion. King James I employed as a banker, 
probably giving him as security for his advances the office of bailiff of 
Barcelona and Gerona. Judah de la Cavalleria, the most powerful Jew 
in the Aragonese administration, had control over all the bailiffs of the 
kingdom. Under Pedro II was most influential. 
Though, during the 14" century, the Jews in Aragon and Navarre were 
subjected to increasing pressures, and 
Josef of Estella were general farmers of the rents under Charles II and 
Charles III of Navarre. In Castile — in spite of the Cortes’ opposition — 
Jews such as the Abrabanel family in Seville continued to be active as 
almoxarifes. The young Alfonso XI appointed as his 
almoxarife mayor (c. 1322); Pedro the Cruel (1350-69) made 
Meir ha-Levi Abulafia of Toledo, known as the richest Jew of his time, 
his chief treasurer, and Henry of Trastamara had as his 
financial officer (contador mayor) despite his promise to remove all Jews 
from royal office (1367). 


Things Yet to Quick Become 

The persecutions of 1391 and the mass conversions which followed 
brought an important change. Some of the Conversos were able to use the 
pretense of baptism to climb to higher positions in the financial 
administration: examples are , chief treasurer under 
John II of Aragon, Luis Sanchez, royal bailiff of the kingdom of Aragon 
(c. 1490), and his brother Gabriel Sanchez, who was treasurer-general. 
Under Henry IV of Castile (1454-74) was the 
king’s secretary and auditor of the royal accounts; in spite of Diego’s 
unpopularity his son Pedro succeeded him. Even Isabella the Catholic 
depended on the financial advice of the Jew - from 1476 
chief tax gatherer in Castile, and , who after having been 
banker of Alfonso V of Portugal served as the queen’s private financial 
agent and loaned her a considerable sum for the war against Granada. The 
Converso Luis de Santangel, chancellor and comptroller of the royal 
household and great-grandson of the Jew Noah Chinillo, loaned Isabella 
money to finance Columbus’ expedition to America. 

Though some men like Isaac Abrabanel, who went to Naples, remained 
faithful to Judaism, a number of Jews of Spanish origin stayed in 
Portugal and, after feign-accepting baptism, rose to financial influence 
there, especially in combination with the East Indian spice trade. 
Prominent among them were . The latter, 
who took up residence in Antwerp, became one of the most important 
merchant bankers there, \ending money to the king of Portugal, the 
emperor, and Henry VIII of England. The firm 

was administered for some time after Diogo’s death 
(1543) by Francisco's widow, and 
her nephew . They subsequently immigrated to 
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Turkey, where the latter combined commercial and banking activity with 
political influence (cf, the Sassoon family of Baghdad bankers). 


Another to rise to high position was ee 
Portugal), who, in Constantinople, took the name 
Jewish money-changers and tax farmers were to be found in many 
places of the Ottoman Empire. After the union between Spain and 
Portugal (1580), a number of influential conversos took the opportunity to 
invest their capital in financing the various ventures of “the crown,” 
provisioning the army in Flanders and in the East Indies, and supplying 
contracts for Africa. Their activities expanded especially after the 
financial crisis of 1626 and continued until the Portuguese revolt of 

which restored independent sovereignty to the country. After this, all 
members of the gente de nacdo (as “conversos” were called) living in 
Spain became suspect. The last important financial venture by “New 
Christians” in Portugal was the financing of the Brazil Company 
(established in 1649). 

However, Jewish involvement in banking proper really begins with 
the activities of those conversos who, fleeing the Inquisition in Portugal 
and Spain, settled in Antwerp, Hamburg, and Amsterdam, some 
remaining nominally Christian - but some openly returned to Judaism. 
In Antwerp were 
outstanding among an important group of merchant bankers who had 
commercial relations extending as far as the East Indies and Brazil. While 
they remained Catholics (like the Mendes de Brito group in Portugal), 
those who emigrated to Hamburg and Amsterdam formed Sephardi 
communities — later-day ghettos of their own design. 

In Hamburg, they participated in the founding of the bank in 1619: 
30 (by 1623, 46) local Jews were among its first shareholders, and some 
of them were financial agents for various North European courts, 
especially those of Denmark and Schleswig-Holstein. Most famous in 
Antwerp were Diego Teixeira de Sampaio (Abraham Senior), consul 
and paymaster general for the Spanish government, and his son Manuel 
Usaac Hayyim Senior), who succeeded him as financial agent of 
Christina of Sweden. Manuel Teixeira was an outstanding member of the 
Hamburg exchange and participated actively in the transfer of Western 
European subsidies to the German or Scandinavian courts. 

At Amsterdam, at first, only a few Jews were shareholders in the bank 
founded in 1609 and of the East India Company. One hundred and six 
Portuguese had accounts in [{@20. Generally, their resources were not 
sufficiently great to add any special weight to the formative stage of 
Amsterdam capitalism. 

Through Holland's developing overseas trade, especially with Brazil 
(until 1654) and then with the West Indies, as well as through the growth 
of the Amsterdam capital market and the transfer of subsidies and 
provisioning of armies through Amsterdam, Jewish financiers rose to 
importance in the exchange market, and were especially active in trading 
company shares. Outstanding were the Pinto family and Antonio 
(Usaac) Lopez Suasso (Baron d’Avernas le Gras)... nevertheless! 


. In the second half of the 18" century the Pinto 
family remained prominent, and another influential financier of Sephardi 
origin was 


Part Two 
An Introduction to the Jewish-Islamic Slave Trade 


Societies prior to 1492 were considered a society with slaves, meaning 
that the greater percentage of population for slaves was indentured slaves. 
These slaves were used for services and employed in various ways such as 
employment “in domestics, artisans an assistance of all kinds.” For a 
society to be considered a slave society there would need to be at “30% of 
the population as slaves, and slave labor had to account for a major 
proportion of that society’s production.” So in the time frame of the 
Roman times to the Middle Ages the percentage of the slave population 
were minimal. In the late-15" and early-17" centuries “slaves probably 
made up less than 1% of the population in Spain.” “Slavery was cross 
cultural and multi-ethnic” - in addition to that, slavery played an important 
role in the development of the economy for Spain and other countries. 


Partly as a consequence of the marriage between Charles II of 
England and Catherine of Braganza (1662), and, most especially, after 
William and Mary became joint sovereigns of England (1689), 
London, too, became a center of Sephardi banking, \eading figures 
being , and Isaac 
Pereira. In the reign of Queen Anne (1702-14), 
leading banker; during the 18" century 
, and the Goldsmid brothers, \eading members of the 
Ashkenazi community, outstanding. In the middle of the 18" century, 
claimed that his father had planned the establishment 
of the Bank of England (1694). 


Early Renaissance Europe boasted a variety of overlapping legal 
systems reflecting its recent feudal past. One independent legal system was 
operated by the Church and covered a great many activities in daily life. 
The Jews lived outside this legal system; in this sense, they were “outlaws” 
in Christian Europe. Under the old (and crumbling) feudal system, a tight 
pattern of social affiliations and obligations defined the social position of 
every member of society. Your lord, your manor, your town, your church, 
and/or your guild defined who you were, both to yourself and to others. But 
Jews lived outside this system. Jews, having no familial bonds with the 
citizenry of the places whereat they settled were never similarly attached to 
any Christian hometown or peoples. 

Your place in society defined the clothing you wore. Every religious 
order had its own proud distinctive garment; bishops had their mitres, 
cardinals their red gowns, and popes their tiaras. Academics, lawyers, 
doctors all wore special clothing... but poorer tradesmen couldn’t afford 
special outfits, but they nonetheless maintained some special badge of their 
occupation. Sumptuary laws controlled what people could wear. 


The important function played by clothing in Renaissance society made 
such laws practical and useful. Amidst all this, the Jews preserved their 
own distinctive attire in proud assertion of their own cultural identity. In 
any case, their clothing set them apart from the mainstream of Christian 
Society. 

In the early modern period, Italian Jewry comprised of three major 
groups: the Italianate, the Ashkenazic, and the Sephardic Jews. These 
Jews lived in several major cities, including Rome, Venice, Padua, 
Mantua, Florence, and somewhat later in Livorno (Leghorn)—injer, see 
following map. The Italianate community dated its origins as far back as 
during the Roman Empire.; more-so, encouraged by Italian dukes and 
Renaissance popes, and motivated by hopes for more prosperous lives, 
many Jews, along with Christian artisans and merchants, migrated to the 
Italian peninsula from German lands in the late-14'" and in the 15% 
centuries. 


Slavery in Spain can be traced to the times of the Greeks, Phoenicians 
and Romans. From the 8"-to-11" century, Scandinavian Vikings became 
part of Islam’s slave trade - they carried out raids and pirate attacks in 
Iceland, the British Isles, and Europe (from the north) to the Volga in 
Russia - and supplied slaves, particularly White female sex-slaves to 
Muslim markets in North Africa, Syria and Spain. 

In the 9" century, the Muslim Moorish rulers and local Jewish 
merchants traded in Spanish and Eastern European Christian slaves. Due to 
Islamic attacks on shipping and land, (reaching as far as Ireland and 
Iceland) the economy was decimated as trade within Europe and across the 
Mediterranean and even into China was totally destroyed. Papyrus from 
Egypt, essential for maintaining literacy and the administration of society, 
was no longer available with catastrophic effects. The free exchange of 
ideas for scientists, philosophers, doctors, artisans, artists, musicians, 
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architects and others that had occurred over centuries was stopped. Europe 
was truly thrown into the dark ages. 

Russian trade led via the eastern European route to Damascus and 
Baghdad via Byzantium which taxed Muslim slave merchants - the gold 
was called “aurum arabicum.” Viking long boats visited Islamic ports in 
Iberia (Spain): Dublin was established as a major slave market for slaves 
from Ireland and Britain. Some ’Christian’ rulers and merchants and 
Jewish merchants were complicit in the trade. Venice was a centre for 
Slavic captives from Dalmatia. Marseilles was another center. As Viking 
raids declined with the introduction of Christianity to Scandinavia, the 
Muslims took over and continued to trade with the Sephardic Jews in Spain 
and Portugal. Christian Spain began to trade slaves in the 15" century and 
this trade reached its peak in the 16" century - the Nation of Islam used 
Jewish sources. 


NATURZ 


The repressive, cruel, hate-filled interaction of ‘Arab and Berber and 
Moorish’ slave trade flourished in Europe under the ‘less religious’ 
Umayyad’s (756-1071) and ‘more religious’ Abbasids: Almoravid (1085- 
1147) and Almohad (1133-1270). The Muslim Seljuk and Ottoman 
(Turkish), Muslim Tartar or Muslim Persian (Safavid) jihad and slave 
trade, which began about the 11" century, encouraged sadism towards 
others en mass. Islam’s law still allows, even encourages, tiny enslaved 
girls to be raped by their Muslim owners. More-so, Islam’s text and laws 
promotes hatred of non-Muslims, prescribing death to men and the 
castration of enslaved men and boys (often sexually abused), death or 
enslavement and rape of women and children, destruction of religious sites, 
destruction of villages, towns and cities, ruination of the land and crops 
plus pillage and the imposition of restrictive (dhimmi) laws and repressive 
taxes and tributes. Areas they ravage become depopulated and 
uninhabitable. Families, communities and societies are shattered and the 
social system and economy of whole populations is destroyed and, in some 
cases, may possibly never recover... even after centuries. 


Black Africans in Renaissance Europe 


Before European exploration of Africa in the late-14" century, slaves in 
Europe were brought from the eastern Mediterranean, Russia, or central 
Asia. The percentage of East European slaves in North Italian cities was 
quite important by the end of the 14" century, mainly in Genoa (nearly ten 
percent) due to the Genoese trading communities in the Black Sea, but the 
fall of Constantinople in 1453 ended this commercial exchange. The 
importation of captured Africans as slaves, primarily from West Africa, 
increasingly supplanting the trade of slaves of Slavic origin, resulted in a 
growing African presence in Europe. The slave trade in Black Africans 
spread throughout the 15" century, replacing the previous trade. With 
increased trade relations in the 15" century, networks also changed, from 
Arab merchants to Portuguese ones. Careful research, based on the 
account books of the Cambini bank, shows the value of slaves (proving 
also how whiter skin was more appreciated than darker skin) and the 
overwhelming control of the market from Lisbon, confirming the role of 

as the biggest slave trader in those days. 


Europe received Black Africans regularly and in significant numbers 
from the mid-15" century onwards. The Mediterranean was a cross- 
cultural and inter-ethnic space even before Classical Greece. The 
Renaissance reflected not only the rediscovery of classical culture, but also 
the influx of techniques and ideas brought by the Arabs. Intercontinental 
navigation revealed simultaneous processes of cultural renovation, which 
helped to reshape Europe. 

The dehumanization of slaves as chattels was defined by savage 
bestiality, nakedness, lascivious vulgarity, burlesque behaviour, pidgin 
language. Africans being generally identified as “carefree, naked persons 
with fat red lips, broad noses, and curled hair, which habitually mutilated 
their ugly faces and bodies with scarification, piercings, and tattoos; and 
characterized as violent and unruly, prone to immoderate laughter, lacking 
reason and unaware of their condition, being naturally lazy of mind and 
sexually promiscuous, though physically strong, and only good as 
labourers, musicians and dancers, or for buffoonish sexual entertainment.” 

In the Lisbon court of Queen Catherine of Austria, slave women and 
children of different ethnic origins were used as musicians, cooks, pastry 
chefs, housekeepers, pages, or servants in royal apothecaries, kitchens, 
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gardens, and stables. Slaves in urban settings often worked within a home 
or small business. They had access to only minimal education and were 
barred from highly skilled trades. Black men were stable workers, esparto 
workers, smelters and casters in foundries, carriers and vendors of water or 
firewood, bakers, butchers, hod carriers, builders, diggers, pavers. Black 
women were housewives, farmers, embroiders, maids, taverns and inns 
employees, sorceresses. Upon their master’s death, slaves were set free 
with provisions to begin a new life. Free Africans in Europe became 
surgeons, lawyers, teachers, and writers. 

The worst positions for slaves were those involving mechanical labor, 
such as back-breaking galley work and agricultural labour. In domestic 
work, sexual exploitation was also a risk. However, a child of a European 
master and African slave could have bright financial and social prospects if 
a master chose to favor his child, as was the case with 


Alessandro de’ Medici, the first duke of Florence (1529-1537) was of 
mixed race, an illegitimate son of Cardinal Giulio de' Medici (who later 
became Pope Clement VII), nephew of Lorenzo II de’ Medici and a freed 
Black slave woman - and, generally considered a Black African, he was 
nicknamed ‘the Moor’ and ‘the mule’ of the Medici in his lifetime. As the 
son of Lorenzo de’ Medici he would have been the next in line to rule 
Florence. He married and their daughter was 

. Alessandro was a formidable ruler, taking control of 
Florence from republicans who had assumed power following the 1527 
Sack of Rome. He ruled from 1530 to 1537 and cleared the way for the 
lengthier reign of his cousin, Cosimo I, who took over after Alessandro was 
assassinated in an attempt to restore republicans to power. 


Obligatory baptism of Black slaves, Moors, Jews, and New Christians 
was implemented throughout the second half of the sixteenth century. The 
access of Black people (slaves and freedmen) to the sacraments of 
penance, communion, and marriage is well documented, while the 
ordination of Black priests was very rare - one Ethiopian and one 
Congolese bishop, suggested by the Portuguese king in 1513. were 
exceptional cases. 

Moriscos - former Muslims who converted or were coerced into 
converting to Christianity - were considered Black by the Christian 
population. White Moorish slaves were favoured because of skin colour 
prejudices, but Black slaves were considered trustworthy for religious 
reasons. The Negroes were a sign of social prestige and distinction in a 
cosmopolitan court: this feature explains why Catherine spent so much 
money clothing and offering them as exotic gifts to her favourite ladies and 
relatives in other European courts. The representation of small Black slaves 
in the portraits of Iberian princesses, as in the painting of Juana de Austria 
by Cristévao de Morais, reinforced their image as symbols of empire 
building. 

In 16" century southern Portugal, an estimated total of six-to-seven 
percent of Blacks were in the population, mainly in urban areas, in 
contrast to the Northern region, where Blacks were scarce. 
Cleynaerts, a Flemish scholar who taught in Louvain, Paris, and 
Salamanca, spending several years in Portugal as tutor of 
(the future cardinal and General Inquisitor) bought young Black slaves and 
trained them as assistants - observing that they were like ‘monkeys’ 
(meaning capable of imitating but not of creating). 


Afonso Alvares, a mulatto poet and playwright, is one of the few mixed- 
race intellectuals in Europe in the sixteenth century. A minor disciple of Gil 


, he wrote satirical poems and four plays based on saints’ lives, 
commissioned by the Augustinian canons of Sao Vicente de Fora in 
Lisbon. Alvares was accused of being a mulatto - the son of a Black slave 
woman freed by marriage - by Antonio Ribeiro Chiado another poet of low 
birth and immorality. Alvares underlined the nobility of his father - whose 
identity was never disclosed; it might have been Dom Afonso de Portugal, 
bishop of Evora, in whose household Alvares was educated. In his plays, 
Alvares reflects the dominant anti-Semitic racial prejudices of the 
Portuguese Renaissance society and on the conflicting mechanisms of 
social promotion among subaltern groups. 

and created a new iconographic type: 
the black attendant to a White European - namely the Aragonese kings of 
Naples or the ruling houses of Ferrara, Mantua, and Milan - in which 
Black servants were used as human accessories and depicted as such, 
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suggests the universal reach of imperial power already coined by Frederick 


Don Abraham Benveniste 


Don Abraham Benveniste (Bienveniste) (d. c. 1450) of Soria and 
Toledo, Spain, was a statesman and chief rabbi (or “court rabbi”) of Castile 
during the reign of Juan IT, (1406-54). He was also entrusted with the 
public finances of the kingdom together with Don Yosef Nasi. Under 
the presidency of Benveniste a Jewish synod in Valladolid in [432 drew 
up a statute called the “Takkanoth,” which was to serve as a basis for the 
administration of the Jewish communities in Spain. It dealt with the divine 
service, with the glorification of the study of the Law, with state 
taxation, and with the welfare and progress of the Jews over the goi polloi. 


The Algazis were a noted Turkish rabbinical family from the sixteenth 
through the nineteenth century. Their origins lay in the city of Bursa, near 
Istanbul. The family was founded by Abraham ben Moses Algazi the Elder 
(ca. 1560—ca. 1640), who lived in Bursa and was the son-in-law of Rabbi 
Joseph ben Moses Benveniste de Segovia. 

Abraham had three sons: Moses, Isaac, and Solomon Nissim. Little is 
known about Moses ben Abraham Algazi except that he mutilated himself 
in some way and emigrated to the Land of Israel in the mid-1630s. He 
returned to Bursa in his old age, and died there around 1671. 


Captain Nuno Tristado and Antaéo Goncalves 


The history of Spanish slavery began with the 15"-century Portuguese 
explorers and slave traders, Antaéo Goncalves and Captain Nuno Tristao, 
who was highly ranked in the Order of Christ. In 1441, Gongalves 
became the first European to buy Africans as slaves from black slave 
traders. They had been sent by Henry the Navigator (1394-1460), 
regarded as the main initiator of what would be known as the Age of 
Discoveries, to explore the West African coast in an expedition under the 
command of Tristéo to search out a fabled “River of Gold” and a passage 
to India. To serve as interpreter for his investigation, Tristao brought along 
with him a Moroccan slave who spoke Arabic. 

As Goncalves was considerably younger than Tristao, his duty was less 
exploration than it was hunting the Mediterranean monk seals that inhabit 
West Africa. After he had filled his small caravel with seal skins, 
Gongalves, on his own initiative, decided to buy some Africans to return to 
Portugal. With nine of his crewmen, Goncalves bought an Azenegue 
Berber and a black tribesman who had worked as a slave for the Berbers. 

By this time, Tristéo had arrived at the same place, and the two crews 
joined together for another slaving expedition with twenty soldiers. The 
tiny Portuguese army killed three of the “tawny-skinned” Berbers and 
captured ten. When they brought the captives back to the ship, the 


Moroccan interpreter was able to communicate with one of them, who 
introduced himself in Arabic as Adahu. Adahu was a noble Azenegue 
chief and spoke “with a note of authority.” Trist&éo was so pleased that 
Gongalves had finally captured some natives for Prince Henry, that he 
knighted him on the spot 

The next day the Portuguese set a trap. They left the Moroccan 
interpreter and an Azenequry woman on the beach, hoping to lure out more 
natives, whom they would capture. But instead, the Portuguese themselves 
were ambushed. 150 Azenequry, many of them on horses and camels, 
attacked the hiding Portuguese, snatched the Moroccan and the Azenequry 
woman from the beach, and, after nearly killing the Portuguese, rode away. 

Only somewhat defeated, Goncalves left for home with Adahu and half 
the Azenequry slaves. Trist&éo went off the other way: But first, “as cool as 
if he were on the sands of the Tagus, he careened his caravel at low tide to 
clean her bottom.” After this, carrying the rest of the slaves in his hold, 
Tristéo continued exploration southwards while Goncalves returned to 
Portugal. 
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Gongalves embarked on another expedition in 1442, taking the 
Azenegue chief he had bought the year before. He hoped to barter the chief 
for a number of the Azenegues’ black slaves. He received 10 slaves, some 
gold dust and, curiously, a large number of ostrich eggs. However, this 
expedition contributed nothing to the cause of exploration; Goncalves had 
not even sailed past the Rio de Oro, occupying the southern part of Western 
Sahara. 


Throughout the history of the practice, whether directly or indirectly 
involved, Jews have been among the most important slave dealers in 
European society - being the principal flesh-merchants in the purchase and 
sale of human beings: Jews were over-represented in the slave trade - in 
fact, without Jewish money and Jewish traders, the entire industry would 
have collapsed. In 1460. when Jews were the masters of the nautical 
sciences in Portugal, that nation was importing 700-800 slaves yearly. The 
success of these medieval merchants was enhanced by their supreme 
linguistic abilities. They spoke Arabic, Persian, Roman, Frankish, Spanish 
and Slavonic and “displayed a business acumen far in advance of the 
times.” 


The first large group of African slaves, made up of 235 slaves, came 
with Langarote de Freitas three years later. In 1462. Portuguese slave 
traders began to operate in Seville, Spain. During the 1470s, Spanish 
merchants began to trade large numbers of slaves. Slaves were auctioned 
at market at a Cathedral, and subsequently were transported to cities all 
over Imperial Spain. This led to the spread of Moorish, African, and 
Christian slavery in Spain. By the 16" century, 7.4% of the population in 
Seville, Spain were slaves: Renaissance and early-modern Spain had the 
highest amount of African slaves in Europe. 

The Barbary Coast increased in influence in the 15" century, when the 
Ottoman Empire took over as rulers of the area. Coupled with this was an 
influx of Sephardi Jews and Moorish refugees, newly expelled from 
Spain after the Reconquista. With Ottoman protection and a host of 
destitute immigrants, the coastline soon became reputed for piracy. Crews 
from seized ships were either enslaved or ransomed. Between 1580-and- 
1680, there were around 15,000 renegades in Barbary: Christian Europeans 
who converted to Islam, and half of the corsair captains were renegades. 
Some of them were slaves that converted to Islam but most had probably 
never been slaves and had come to North Africa looking for opportunity 
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Origin of Marrano Jew Cristofro (Christophé) Colomb 


Colomb’s father was one Domenico Colombo. Domenico had been born 
in the village of Quinto, five miles east of Genoa, in 1418. He was born, 
along with his brother Antonio, to one Giovanni Colombo, a wool weaver 
and merchant by trade, who was originally from the rural village of 
Moconesi in Eastern Liguria - a coastal region of north-western Italy; its 
capital is Genoa. There is no reason to even suspect that Giovanni 
Colombo was anything but an ambitious Ligurian peasant since Jews at this 
time only resided in cities and large towns in Italy. 

We don’t know who Giovanni’s wife - and Domenico’s mother - was, 
but we do know that Giovanni, his brother Luca and his father (Cristoforo 
Colomb’s great-grandfather) were Catholics who were baptized at birth 
given that they owned land in their own name (which Jews couldn’t do) 
and they lived in rural areas (which Jews very rarely did). 

Domenico, like his father, was an ambitious man of business and was 
seconded to a fellow weaver in Genoa in an apprenticeship contract drawn 
up by the notary Quirico of Albenga in the Santo Stefano district of Genoa 
on Saturday, 21 February 1429. Naturally enough, he followed this trade 
and become a wool weaver and merchant just like his father. His brother 
Antonio likewise entered the wool trade - and the brothers often 
collaborated in their business dealings. How providential Domenico’s 
dealings were is dependent on whether one believes that Columbus’ father, 
Master Weaver of Genoa in (470, was the keeper of the city gate of 
Genoa from 1447-1450/1451 with Columbus’ father or not. This does 
rather suggest that Domenico prospered as does the fact that his sons 
Cristoforo and Bartolomeo were both accepted at the Spanish court in 
addition to the marriage of his daughter Bianchinetta to a leading Genoese 
cheese wright. 

Colombo (an incorrigible social climber who oft claimed to be 
descended from a non-existent admiral) never used or mentioned such a 
position that we know of. Therefore, Domenico was probably bankrupt by 
1473, based on the supposition that the reason that Domenico was selling 
the land he acquired as part of the dowry of his wife Susanna was because 
he was badly in debt due to unwise business dealings. This we cannot 
reasonably assert as we simply don’t know why Domenico was selling the 
land; it may have been because he had financial difficulties, but it could 
also have very readily have been because he wanted to realize the liquid 
capital of the land to say invest in his business. This would make sense 
given that Domenico expanded his business at this time to include running 
a tavern in Savona. 

In other words it is extremely unlikely that Domenico was a Marrano or 
a Jew converted to Christianity, because he was part of the family politics 
of Genoa, owned land in his own name (like his father and grandfather 
before him) and not once in the fifty-four years worth of documentation 
(from 21 February 1429 to 27 January 1483) do we find any reference, or 
reason to suspect, Domenico of being anything other than a Catholic 
Genoese wool weaver and merchant. 

But Colombo’s mother, Susanna Fontanarossa, was the daughter of a 
Jewish wool weaver, called Jacopo Abraham, from a village in the valley 
of Bisagno and owned land in their own names (which we know because 
Domenico later sold some of that land that was transferred to him as her 
marital dowry). 


The Dauphin of France 


The Dauphin of France (French: Dauphin de France—strictly The 
Dauphin of Viennois (Dauphin de Viennois)—was the title given to the 
heir apparent to the throne of France from 1350 to 1791 and 1824 to 1830. 
The word is French for dolphin, as a reference to the depiction of the 
animal on their coat of arms. 


Count Guigues IV of Vienne had a dolphin on his coat of arms and was 
nicknamed le Dauphin: The title of Dauphin de Viennois descended in his 
family until , when Humbert II sold his seigneurie, called le 
Dauphiné, to on condition that the heir of France 
assume the title of le Dauphin. The wife of the Dauphin was known as la 
Dauphine. 

The first French prince called le Dauphin was Charles the Wise, later to 
become Charles V of France. The title was roughly equivalent to the 
English (thence British) Prince of Wales, the Scottish Duke of Rothesay, the 
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Portuguese Prince of Brazil, the Brazilian Prince of Grdo-Pard and the 
Spanish Prince of Asturias. The official style of a Dauphin of France, 

, was “par la grace de Dieu, dauphin de Viennois, comte de 
Valentinois et de Diois” (“By the Grace of God, Dauphin of Viennois, 
Count of Valentinois and of Diois”). A Dauphin of France united the coat 
of arms of the Dauphiné, which featured Dolphins, with the French fleurs- 
de-lis, and might, where appropriate, further unite that with other arms 
(e.g. Francis son of Francis I was ruling Duke of Brittany, so united the 
arms of that province with the typical arms of a Dauphin; Francis II, while 
Dauphin, was also King of Scots by marriage to Mary I, and added the 
arms of the Kingdom of Scotland to those of the Dauphin). 


Originally the Dauphin was personally responsible for the rule of the 
Dauphiné, which was legally part of the Holy Roman Empire, and which 
the Emperors, in giving the rule of the province to the French heirs, had 
stipulated “must never be united with France.” Because of this, the 
Dauphiné suffered from anarchy in the 14" and 15" centuries, since the 
Dauphins were frequently minors or concerned with other matters. 


During his period as Dauphin, Louis son of Charles VII defied his father 
by remaining in the province longer than the King permitted and by 
engaging in personal politics more beneficial to the Dauphiné than to 
France. For example, he married Charlotte of Savoy daughter of Duke 
Louis of Savoy and Princess Anne de Lusignan of Cyprus against his 
father’s wishes. Savoy was a traditional ally of the Dauphiné, and Louis 
wished to reaffirm that alliance to stamp out rebels and robbers in the 
province. 


On 11 March 1443, Charlotte of Savoy daughter of Duke Louis of Savoy 
and Princess Anne de Lusignan of Cyprus when she was just over a year 
old, was betrothed to Frederick of Saxony eldest son of Frederick II, 
Elector of Saxony. For reasons unknown, the betrothal was annulled. Less 
than eight years later on Friday, , Charlotte married 
Dauphin Louis of France (future Louis XI) eldest son of Charles VII of 
France and Marie of Anjou. The child-bride was 
. The marriage, which had taken place without the 
consent of the French king, was Louis’ second; his first spouse, Margaret 
, had died childless in [@45. Upon her marriage, Charlotte 
became Dauphine of France. 

Louis reportedly neglected her. When the news upon his succession to 
the throne of France reached the couple at the Burgundian court, he 
immediately abandoned her in Burgundy to secure his inheritance, leaving 
her dependent upon of daughter of Duke Charles I of 
Bourbon and Agnes of Burgundy - and the mother of 
heiress of Burgundy to borrow her the carts and entourage necessary to 
travel to France to join him. 


Louis was driven out of the Dauphiné by Charles VII’s soldiers in ; 
leaving the region to fall back into disorder. After his succession as 

XI of France in 6H, Louis united the Dauphiné with France, bringing it 
under royal control. The fi#le was automatically conferred upon the next 
heir apparent to the throne in the direct line upon birth, accession of the 
parent to the throne or death of the previous Dauphin, unlike the British 
title Prince of Wales, which has always been in the gift of the monarch. 

The sons of the King of France hold the style and rank of Son of France, 
while male-line grandsons hold the style and rank of Grandson of France. 
The sons and grandsons of the Dauphin ranked higher than their cousins, 
being treated as the king’s children and grandchildren respectively. The 
sons of the Dauphin, though grandsons of the king, are ranked as Sons of 
France, and the grandsons of the Dauphin ranked as Grandsons of 
France; other great-grandsons of the king ranked merely as prince du sang 
(Princes of the Blood) - a person legitimately descended in dynastic line 
from any of a realm’s hereditary monarchs. Historically, the term has been 
used to refer to men and women descended in the male line from a 
sovereign, although as absolute primogeniture has become more common 
in monarchies, those with succession rights through female descent are 
more likely than in the past to be accorded the princely title. In some 
European kingdoms, especially France, this appellation was a specific rank 
in its own right, of a more restricted use than other titles. 


An Introduction to the Italian Condottieri 
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The Noble House of Visconti 


Teobaldo Visconti (1230-1276) was born in Invorio - a comune 
(municipality) in the Province of Novara in the Italian region of Piedmont 
(Medieval Latin: Pedemontium or Pedemontis, i.e., ad pedem montium, 
meaning “at the foot of the mountains’’). Piedmont is surrounded on three 
sides by the Alps. 


Province of Novara 


Teobaldo’s uncle, Archbishop Ottone Visconti of Milan son of 
Anastasia Pirovano Lord Ubaldo Visconti of Massino, Albizzate and 
Besnate was a member of the Visconti family and the founder of their rule 
in Milan. 


There are two distinct Visconti families: the first one (chronologically) 
in the Republic of Pisa in the mid-twelfth century who achieved 
prominence first in Pisa, then in Sardinia, where they became rulers of the 
Giudicato of Gallura: (one of four independent states that took power in 
Sardinia between the ninth and fifteenth centuries). The second family rose 
to power in Milan, where they ruled from 1277 to 1447... Pope Gregory 
X, who reigned from 1271 to 1276, was a member of the Visconti family 
of Milan. 


Before the accession to the archbishopric, Visconti was assistant to 
Cardinal Ottaviano Ubaldini, the Papal Apostolic Legate (from the 
Ancient Roman title legatus; i.e. a general in the Roman army) - a 
personal representative of the Pope, empowered on matters of Catholic 
Faith and for the settlement of ecclesiastical matters. In 1260 he was 
Podesta (i.e. chief magistrate of a city state) of Novara: (The term derives 
from the Latin word potestas, meaning power). [There is a similar 
derivation for the Arabic term Sultan: originally meaning “power” or 
“authority,” it eventually became the title of the person holding power. ] 


Tyrrhenian 
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Pope Urbanus IV (c. 1195 — 2 October 1264), born Jacques Pantaléon 
son of a cobbler of Troyes, France was Pope from 29 August 1261 to his 
death in 1264. He was not a cardinal - only a few popes since his time have 
not been Cardinals. He studied theology and common law in Paris and 
attracted the attention of Pope Innocent IV, who sent him on two missions 
in Germany - once to negotiate a treaty between the pagan Prussians and 
the Teutonic Knights. 

In (255, Pope Alexander IV made him Latin Patriarchate of 


Jerusalem (Latin: Patriarchatus Latinus Hierosolymitanus) - crusader- 
created Patriarchate for the territories conquered by the Catholics on Islam 
and an around the Holy Land. A fortnight before Urban IV’s papal 
election, the Latin Empire of Constantinople, founded during the ill-fated 
Fourth Crusade against the Byzantines, was abolished after the re-capture 
of the city by the Byzantines led by general Michael VIII Palaiologos - a 
Byzantine Greek family which rose to nobility and ultimately produced the 
last ruling dynasty of the Byzantine Empire. Urban IV endeavoured 
without success to stir up a crusade to restore the Latin Empire. 

Urban IV’s military captain was the condottiere Azzo d’Este, nominally 
at the head of a loose league of cities that included Mantua and Ferrara. 
[Tannhduser,’® a prominent German Minnesdnger and poet, was a 
contemporary of Pope Urban IV—the pope died in 1264, and the 
Minnesdnger died shortly after 1265. 


On Saturday, 22 July 1262 Ottone Visconti succeeded as archbishop of 
Milan to Leone da Perego, elected by Pope Urban IV in opposition to 
Martino della Torre candidate, Bishop Raimondo della Torre of Como and 
Manfredi of Sicily. He fought for the rule of the city with the Torriani 
family, and especially with Napo della Torre, who had denied him access 
to Milan and had defeated an army under Teobaldo Visconti (later Pope 
Gregory X), Ottone’s nephew, in 1276 at Angera - a town and comune 
located in the province of Varese, in the Lombardy region of northern 
Italy. 

In Roman times, Anghiera was an important road station and lake port, 
situated on the eastern shore of Lago Maggiore (second largest lake in 
Italy and the largest in southern Switzerland). The district came under the 
rule of the House of Visconti in the thirteenth century, and in 1449, it was 
sold to the Borromeo family. It received the title of city from Duke 
Ludovico il Moro in 1497. Later the town was under Spanish rule for two 
centuries, followed by Austrian rule which lasted until 1861. 


The Battle of Desio 


Bishop Raimondo della Torre of Como thus started to publicize an 
alleged Visconti's nearness to the heretic Cathars and charged them of 
high treason: the Visconti, who accused the Della Torre of the same 
crimes, were then banned from Milan and their properties confiscated. 
The civil war which ensued caused more damage to Milan’s population 
and economy, lasting for more than a decade. 

On Wednesday, 20 January 1277 - the day before - 500 Milanese heavy 
cavalry moved to occupy Desio, where they would be joined by other 500 
heavy cavalry which had just pushed back a rebel attack at Civate (located 
about 45 kilometers / 28 miles northeast of Milan), and by some 400 
infantry. Likely, their strategy was to attack Visconti’s vanguard army, 
which amounted to some 1200 men (most infantry and archers), easily 
defeating it. Next step was the destruction of the rebel base of Como 
(inhabited, since at least the Bronze Age, by a Celtic tribe known as the 
Orobii). 


The Battle of Desio was fought on Thursday, 21 January 1277 between 
the Della Torre family and the Visconti family for the control of Milan and 
its countryside. The battlefield was located near the modern Desio, a 
commune outside the city in Lombardy, Northern Italy. Although generally 
considered one of the numerous minor battles fought in the 13" century in 
Italy during the , it was in fact the 
conclusion of a long inner struggle for the possession of Milan, leading to 
the transformation of the former democratic regime into an aristocratic 
signoria. 


In the 13" century, the politic life in Milan shared the same path of 
many other communes in Italy, living an increasing series of inner 
divisions and episodes of corruption. In the decades preceding the battle, 


18 Tannhauser was a knight and poet who found the Venusberg, the subterranean 
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home of Venus, and spent a year there worshipping the goddess. After leaving the 
Venusberg, Tannhauser is filled with remorse, and travels to Rome to ask Pope 
Urban IV if it is possible to be absolved of his sins. Urban replies that forgiveness is 
as impossible as it would be for his papal staff to blossom. Three days after 
Tannhauser’s departure Urban’s staff blooms with flowers; messengers are sent to 
retrieve the knight, but he has already returned to Venusberg, never to be seen 
again. 

The Tannhauser legend has been interpreted as a traditional folk tale which 
has been subjected to Christianization where the familiar story of the seduction of 
a human being by an elf or fairy leads to the delights of the fairy-realm but later the 
longing for his earthly home is overwhelming. His desire is granted, but he is not 
happy, and in the end returns to the fairy-land. 
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the noble family of the Della Torre (or Torriani) had gained the most 
important political charges in the commune, this way nullifying the 
democratic ideals of the original medieval commune. They had also 
launched a program of public works and military expansions, which 
however brought the Milanese treasure to collapse; the use of often 
reckless mercenary units further exacerbated the population, granting an 
increasing support for the Della Torre traditional enemies, the Visconti. 

The inhabitants of Desio abandoned the now-hated Milanese 
government. Visconti (whom, according to tradition, was warned of the 
occasion; while others state that the Visconti attack pushed the populace to 
rebellion) rushed to the town before the Milanese reinforces could arrive. 
Whether Visconti had foreknowledge, or the villagers rebelled, the fact is 
that at dawn on 21 January 1277, the surprise attack against the 
government forces succeeded and the village of Desio was captured. The 
gates were opened, and the rebels defeated the Milanese army: 

was killed, while his brother , was jailed in 
the Castel Baradello at Como, where he died the following year. 

Despite the minor size of the battle, Napo’s capture was a fatal blow for 
the della Torre’s party. The Visconti easily seized Milan and granted their 
supporters the most important positions, gradually strengthening their 
power, which lasted until the mid-15" century. 


* NATURALI 


As effective lord of the city, Ottone Visconti embellished it and 
enhanced the economy. As an old man he retired to the Abbey of 
Clairvaux (in the Aube department in northeastern France), entrusting the 
seigniory to his nephew Matteo I son of Teobaldo Visconti. He died there 
in 1295. 


Napoleone della Torre 


Napoleone della Torre son of Pagano I della Torre was an Italian 
nobleman, who was effective Lord of Milan in the late-13" century. In 
1260 he was podesta of Piacenza - a comely city and comune in the 
Emilia-Romagna region of northern Italy. Before its settlement by the 
Romans, the area anciently inhabited by Etruscans before the Gauls took 
the entire Po Valley from them 
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Map showing the river Po and tributaries in the Padan Plain. 
Note the centralized location of Piacenza on a map of Italy. 


He took power in Milan in 1265, succeeding his cousin Filippo as 
Anziano del Popolo (“Elder of the People”) and, at the same time, podesta 
of Como, Novara, Bergamo and Lodi. He continued the family policy of 
support of , King of Sicily by conquest from 1266, 
seventh child and youngest son of Louis VIII of France and Blanche of 
Castile and the Papist Guelph party against the imperialist Ghibellines 
party and the Kingdom of Sicily. 


The Naval Battle of Giglio 
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The Tyrrhenian Sea, part of the Mediterranean Sea off the western 
coast of Italy, has been identified since the 6" century BCE with the 
Etruscans of Italy. 


At the beginning of the 13" century, Philip of Swabia, a Hohenstaufen, 
and his son-in-law Otto of Brunswick, a Welf, were rivals for the imperial 


throne. Philip was supported by the Ghibellines as a relative of Frederick 
I, while Otto was supported by the Guelphs. Philip’s heir, Holy Roman 
Emperor Frederick II, was an enemy of both Otto and the Papacy, and 
during Frederick’s reign the Guelphs became more strictly associated with 
the Papacy while the Ghibellines became supporters of the Empire and of 
Frederick in particular. Frederick I also introduced this division to the 
Crusader states in the Levant during the Sixth Crusade. 


The naval Battle of Giglio was a military clash between a fleet of the 
Holy Roman Emperor Frederick II and a fleet of the Republic of Genoa in 
the Tyrrhenian Sea. It took place on Friday, 3 May 1241 between the 
islands of Montecristo and Giglio in the Tuscan Archipelago and ended 
with the victory of the Imperial fleet. 


The target of the Imperial fleet was to intercept a delegation of high-ranking 
prelates from France, Spain, England and northern Italy which were traveling 
with the Genoese fleet on route to Rome where Gregory IX had summoned a 
council. 


Duke Gian Galeazzo Visconti of Milan married his second wife 


Caterina Visconti daughter of Lord Bernabo Visconti of Milan, and 
Beatrice Regina della Scala - the mother of two succeeding Dukes of 
Milan, Gian Maria Visconti and Filippo Maria Visconti. In 1385, Gian 
Galeazzo deposed Caterina’s father, Bernabo Visconti as Lord of Milan: 
Bernabd was imprisoned at the Castle of Trezzo where he was allegedly 
poisoned on orders of Gian Galeazzo. 


When Gian Galeazzo, himself, died of a fever on Friday, 3 September 


AOD, the dying man had his officers swear to support his brother, Filippo 
Maria Visconti. Nonetheless, Caterina became regent for her son Gian 
Maria Visconti, who was thirteen/fourteen years old. The Duchy soon 
disintegrated, riven by strife and numerous revolts as rival factions between 
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Gian Galeazzo's legitimate and illegitimate heirs among the various parties 
contending for land and power. Caterina’s faction was led by Count 
Francesco Barbavara of Valsesia, and a member of the regency council. 
The faction led by her enemy, the condottiero Count Facino Cane da 
Casale of Biandrate prevailed - and assumed effective control of the Duchy 
of Milan: Cane’s aim in wars was almost exclusively the enrichment of 
himself and his soldiers, resulting in savage acts of ruthlessness and 
cruelties against the population. Taking advantage of Gian Maria’s 
cruelty, he fomented strife and managed to create in him doubts about his 
mother, Caterina, whom was arrested on Saturday, 18 August 1404 and 
imprisoned in Monza, where she died on Wednesday, 17 October 1404, 
probably murdered - allegedly by poisoning. The duke was famous for his 
dogs, which were trained to slaughter men. 

A plot by a party of Milanese Ghibellines was raised against the Duke 
Gian Maria Visconti when Facino Cane was ill in Pavia, and was 
assassinated in front of the church of San Gottardo in Milan. And, when 
Facino died in Pavia, in (49, his rich widow Beatrice Lascaris di Tenda 
- an intelligent woman who concerned herself in the current affairs of state 
and had oft accompanied her husband into battle - despite being twenty 
years his elder, married Filippo Maria Visconti son of Gian Galeazzo 
Visconti and his second wife Caterina Visconti - and brother of Gian Maria 
Visconti, who therefore inherited the cities, the treasure and the soldiers of 
Facino: She had a dowry of four hundred thousand ducats (i.e. half-a- 
million florins), the domain of those towns and lands that were in her dead 
husband’s control, and many men-at-arms. 

However, despite the wealth, territory, and military strength that she had 
brought to him, Filippo grew averse to Beatrice, perhaps because of 
jealousy of her late husband’s reputation; or her own political power; or her 
greater age - and that she bore no children; or his favoring of his mistress, 
the much younger, blonde-haired Agnese del Maino daughter of Ambrogio 
del Maino, a Count Palantine and ducal questore or chief of police. Unable 
to denounce his wife publicly, he effected a scheme common among the 
nobility of the time, and accused her of adultery. Among those of the 
Duchess Beatrice’s household was a young troubadour and friend, Michele 
Orombelli, who often entertained the lady with lute and song. To avoid any 
possibility of an uprising that might try to free the popular Duchess, on 
Sunday, 2BQAWBUSETATS, he had the doors of Milan closed until lunchtime, 
and had the troubadour, the Duchess, and two of her handmaidens spirited 
away to the castle of Binasco. In its confines, the captors tortured the 
prisoners. The handmaidens confessed to having seen the duchess with 
Orombelli sitting on the bed playing the lute. The torturers forced 
Orombelli into confession of adultery. Although Beatrice herself received 
twenty-four lashes, she denied any guilt to her confessor. A jurist, 
Gasparino de' Grassi Castiglione, proclaimed Beatrice, the troubadour, 
and the handmaidens all guilty of adultery or its complicity, and sentenced 
them to death. Her captors beheaded Beatrice in the courtyard on Sunday, 


(iSeprembenA4I8, accompanied in death by her two maids and the young 
troubadour. 


Cruel, paranoid and extremely sensitive about his personal ugliness, 
Filippo Maria Visconti was nevertheless a great politician, and by 
employing such powerful condottieri as Carmagnola, Piccinino and 
Francesco I Sforza, he managed to recover the Lombard portion of his 
father’s duchy. 

Count Francesco Bussone of Carmagnola of a humble peasant family 
began his military career when twelve years old under Facino Cane, in the 
service of Duke Gian Galeazzo Visconti of Milan. Cane being dead, 
Visconti applied to Carmagnola, then in his thirtieth year, and gave him 
command of the army. Carmagnola’s success was astonishingly rapid: 
Soon the whole duchy was brought once more under Visconti’s sway. But 
Filippo Maria, although he rewarded Carmagnola generously, feared that 
he might become a danger to himself, and instead of giving him further 
military commands made him governor of Genoa. Carmagnola felt greatly 
aggrieved failing to obtain a personal interview with the duke and threw up 
his commission, offering his services to the Venetians. 

Carmagnola was perpetually receiving messengers from Visconti, who 
offered him great rewards if he would abandon the Venetians. The general 
trifled with his past as with his present employers, believing in his foolish 
vanity that he held the fate of both in his hand. Summoned to Venice to 
discuss future operations, he went without suspicion. On his arrival at the 
ducal palace he was seized, imprisoned and brought to trial for treason 


against the republic. He was condemned to death and beheaded on 
Saturday, . A man of ability, his great mistake was that he 
failed to see that he could not do with a solvent and strong government 
what he could with bankrupt tyrants without military resources, and that the 
astute Visconti meant to ruin him for his abandonment. 

Niccolo Piccinino son of a butcher began his condottiero military career 
in the service of Braccio da Montone - uncle of Niccolé Fortebraccio. 
Short of stature, lame and in weak health, Piccinino was brave to the point 
of foolhardiness, wonderfully resourceful, and never overwhelmed by 
defeat. He was cruel and treacherous, and had no aim beyond his own 
aggrandizement. Piccinino became leader of Braccio’s condotta - and, after 
serving for a short period under the Florentine Republic, he went over to 
Duke Filippo Maria Visconti of Milan, in whose service together with 
Niccolo Fortebraccio, he fought in the Wars in Lombardy against the 
league of Pope Eugene IV, Venice and Florence. After an outstanding 
victory over the Venetians at the Battle of Delebio, he defeated the papal 
forces at Castel Bolognese. 


Niccold III d'Este son of Marquis Alberto d’Este of Ferrara (son of 
Marquis Obizzo III d’Este of Ferrara and his second wife - and long-time 
mistress - Lippa “la Bella” Ariosti, whom were only married shortly before 
her death to legitimize her children with him) and his mistress Isotta 
Albaresani inherited the rule of Ferrara in §§93 when only ten years old. 
Niccold had children with at least eleven different women. In (39%, 
Niccolo married childbride (age 13) Marchioness Gigliola da Carrara of 
Ferrara daughter of Francesco II Novello da Carrara, lord of Padua (son 
of Francesco I da Carrara son of the assassinated Jacopo II da Carrara, 
capitano del popolo of Padua, and Taddea d’Este). She died of the plague 
in 1416, leaving no children. 

In 1410 the fighting master Fiore dei Liberi dedicated his treatise, the 
“Fior di Battaglia” (“The Flower of Battle”) - among the oldest surviving 
fencing manuals, to him. This manuscript is a large part of the foundation 
of modern attempts to rebuild the Western martial arts. In 1413 Niccold 
made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 

In (IB, Niccold married Parisina Malatesta daughter of Lord Andrea 
Malatesta of Cesena, and his second wife, Lucrezia Ordelaffi whom he 
condemned to death for adultery after she had an affair with her bastard 
stepson, Ugo d’Este illegitimate son of Niccolo III d’Este and his lover, 
Italian courtier and royal mistress Stella de' Tolomei. Ugo was at first 
treated coldly by his young stepmother, who was almost his own age, but, 
during the plague of , they took refuge together in the castello di 
Fossadalbero and developed an improper relationship that went on even 
when the two returned to Ferrara. A maid reported the affair to Niccolo, 
who spied on the lovers and had them imprisoned in the castle where they 
were sentenced to death by decapitation - more-so, it was decreed that all 
women within his domains found to be guilty of adultery were to be put to 
death. 

Niccol6 next married Ricciarda di Saluzzo daughter of Marquess 
Tommaso III di Saluzzo and his French wife Marguerite de Pierrepont 
(daughter of Count Ugo II de Pierrepont de Roncy and Braine) with whom 
he had his children Duke Ercole I d’Este of Ferrara and Sigismondo 
d’Este, who was christened and armed as a knight of his godfather HRE 
Sigismund of Luxemburg. 


Muzio Attendolo Sforza (born as Giacomo or Jacopo Attendolo in 
Cotignola to a rich family of rural nobility) son of Giovanni Attendolo and 
Elisa, perhaps daughter of Ugolino Petraccini was an Italian condottiero - 
and founder of the Sforza dynasty. He was nicknamed “Sforza” (“strong”) 
for his staunchness and his abilities to suddenly reverse the fortunes of 
battles. 

Alessandro Sforza one of the seven illegitimate son of the famous 
condottiero Muzio Attendolo Sforza was an Italian condottiero and lord of 
Pesaro, the first of the Pesaro line of the Sforza family. Francesco I Sforza 
illegitimate sons of Muzio Attendolo Sforza and Lucia da Torsanowas was 
an Italian condottiero, the founder of the Sforza dynasty in Milan - and the 
fourth Duke of Milan from 1450 until his death. The two brothers often 
actively collaborated in military campaigns, and together conquered Milan, 
Alessandria and Pesaro. 

When a papal army under Francesco I Sforza defeated and killed 
Niccolo Fortebraccio at Fiordimonte, Niccold Piccinino - who had 
unsuccessfully led his troops at the 1440 Battle of Anghiari - was left in 
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sole command of the Visconti army, and, in a series of campaigns against 
Sforza, he seized a number of cities in Romagna by treachery. Concluding 
a truce with Sforza, who, while professing to defend the Papal States, had 
established his own power in the Marche - the mountainous region is 
located in the central area of the country, aroused the fears of the pope and 
the king of Naples, as well as of the Visconti, who gave the command of 
their joint forces to Piccinino. Sforza was driven from the Marche, but 
defeated Piccinino at Montelauro, and while the latter was preparing for a 
desperate effort against Sforza he was suddenly recalled to Milan; his army 
was beaten in his absence - and he died of grief and of his wounds in (24. 


NATURZ 


After his previous proposals to Costanza were rejected by her mother, 
who believed Alessandro Sforza (then a knight and warrior) was unfit to 
wed a woman of a ruling dynasty when he had no land of his own; on 
Sunday, SQDSCEMBERIAA, Sforza married Costanza Varano eldest 
daughter of Pietro Gentile I da Varano and Elisabetta Malatesta, who was 
educated in both Latin and Greek - and is regarded as “one of the best 
known learned women” of the mid-15" century. Like most educated women 
of the time, Varano failed to realize her potential within the field of 
humanism beyond her adolescence, when women were expected to marry 
and relinquish their lives of learning. 

The marriage was part of a settlement between the Malatesta of Pesaro 
(Costanza’s family) and the Malatesta of Remini which forged an alliance 
with the Sforza that stabilized Camerino; her grandfather, Galeazzo sold 
the city of Pesaro to Alessandro, who became lord thereafter. Despite the 
transaction-centered arrangement, it is believed that Alessandro truly loved 
Varano, and acquired Pesaro in part to win her heart. 

She gave birth to her daughter Battista Sforza in WAQ@... but, when 
Battista was 18 months old, Costanza died in Pesaro, either during the birth 
of her son, Costanzo Sforza, or shortly after due to complications. Her 
funeral oration was delivered by Beato Pietro Giacomo da Pesaro, 
Augustinian priest of the Order of the Hermits of Sant’Agostino, which 
reflected her high esteem. Battista and Costanzo, together with their 
illegitimate half-sisters Ginevra and Antonia moved to the court of their 
paternal uncle Francesco I Sforza and his wife Bianca Maria Visconti 
where they were brought up alongside their cousins. 

Battista, “a maiden with every grace and virtue rare endowed,” was 
considered a prodigy in her youth, and went on to continue her family’s 
legacy of educated women. Battista and her cousin Ippolita Maria Sforza 
daughter of Gian Galeazzo Sforza and Isabella of Naples received a 
humanist education and the former was fluent in Greek and Latin, giving 
her first Latin public speech at the age of four. 


Her father having died in 1438, and her mother in 1443, Sveva 
(“Seraphina”) da Montefeltro daughter of Guidantonio da Montefeltro, 
lord of Urbino, Gubbio and Casteldurante, and Duke of Spoleto and his 
wife Caterina Colonna - niece of Pope Martin V was cared for in Urbino 
by her elder brother Oddantonio da Montefeltro, who had succeeded their 
father as Count. Oddantonio exhausted the treasury of the small state with 
his excessive lifestyle (he is reported to have held extravagant parties, 
some lasting over 15 days), and consequently had to exert heavy taxes over 
the duchy. He also sought the support of their arch-enemies, the Malatesta, 
seemingly reaching a complete independence from them. Thus, on the 
night of Sunday-Monday, 21-22 July 1444 he was killed by conspirators in 
the Ducal Palace, together with his counselors Manfredo dei Pio da Carpi 
and Tommaso di Guido dell’Agnello. 

Federico III da Montefeltro “The Light of Italy” (1444-1482) 
illegitimate son of Guidantonio da Montefeltro, lord of Urbino, Gubbio and 
Casteldurante, and Duke of Spoleto succeeded him as Duke of Urbino: 
(Questions have been raised about the possibility of his involvement in 
Oddantonio’s assassination, though no definitive proof of any such 
involvement exists). “Seraphina” was thereafter cared for by her half- 
brother Federico, until, in March 1446, when, around age 12, she moved to 
Rome where she stayed for more than a year, under the protection of her 
maternal uncle Cardinal Prospero Colonna - nephew of Pope Martin V 
(Odo Colonna), whose election ended the Western Schism. 

Federico III da Montefeltro was a renowned intellectual Humanist and 
civil leader in Urbino on top of his impeccable reputation for martial skill 
and honor, he commissioned the construction of a great library, perhaps 
the largest of Italy after the Vatican, with his own team of scribes in his 
scriptorium, and assembled around him a large humanistic court in the 
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Ducal Palace of Urbino. 

In (848 “Seraphina” married Lord Alessandro Sforza of Pesaro: Ten 
years afterwards her husband gave himself up to a dissolute life, and ill- 
treated her - and forced her to enter the convent of Poor Clares at Pesaro. 
In 1475 Seraphina was elected abbess of the monastery at Pesaro, where 
she died in 1478. Her body, exhumed some years after her death, was 
found incorrupt, and is preserved in Pesaro Cathedral. 


An Overview of the Powerful Families of Renaissance Italy 


At the time of Alexander VI’s papacy, Italy was ruled by several types 
of government: territorial overlords called signori, marquises (counts 
appointed by regional bishops or the German emperor), dukes, princes, 
and kings - as in the case of Naples. The powerful and wealthy Republics 
of Venice and Florence were oligarchical republics ruled by the doge 
(military duke) and the signoria (council) respectively. Some “princes” 
were technically papal or imperial vassals - often hereditary rulers who 
received the right (were invested) to own and inherit immovable property 
and revenue. They owned their lands under two major conditions: 1.) They 
must send annual tribute to the granter, and 2.) They must defend and 
protect the interest of the granter. These interests were sometimes 
circumvented or abandoned depending on the balance of power in Europe 
and among the Italian states. 

The Kingdom of Italy, when it was a satellite of the Holy Roman 
Empire under Frederick I (Barbarossa), was ruled by imperial vassals 
who held northern Italian lands in fief for the Holy Roman Emperor. 
Gradual changes in the makeup of the Holy Roman Empire led to the 
deterioration of its control in much of northern Italy and Sicily. Some of 
these lords and princes gradually asserted their authority and maintained 
their independence from the Empire. At the same time, they were 
alternately free, papal, and conquered realms until the Italian Wars (1494- 
1550s) and later Unification of Italy (1859). 

In 1492. many important cities in Renaissance Italy were ruled by 
hereditary noble families, elites in control of independent communes, 
republics, and former imperial fiefs that were at war with one another 
throughout of the 13" and 14" centuries. The borders of 1492 Italy were 
continually being shaped by some of these powerful ruling dynasties. 


At the time of the Borgia Papacy, the d’Este family ruled the cities and 
lands of Ferrara, Modena, and Reggio. The Sforza family ruled Milan, 
Pavia, Pesaro, and Caravaggio. The Medici family were de facto rulers of 
Florence and Pisa up until 1492, when they were expelled. The Republic of 
Florence reverted to rule by the signoria from 1494-1502. Piero Soderini 
was elected Gonfaloniere (i.e. the holder of a highly prestigious communal 
office in medieval and Renaissance Italy, notably in Florence and the 
Papal States), and effectively ruled Florence until 1512 with the return of 
the Medici. The Gonzaga family ruled Mantua and the Montefeltro family 
ruled Urbino - both families asserted near total independence by 1400. The 
Kings of Naples descend from (brother of 

. The House of Aragon were the rulers of Naples 
and Sicily between 1442-and-1499. The Orsini family and Colonna family 
ruled several cities and controlled several fortresses in and around Rome. 
The Bentivoglio family ruled Bologna until 1506. The Baglioni family 
were papal vicars who ruled Perugia, as were the Malatesta family of 
Rimini. The Petrucci family of Siena were nobles of the Republic and after 
1487 ousted the signoria and ruled as independent lords, much like the 
Medici of Florence. 


The noble d’Este Family ruled Ferrara and Modena as vicars of the 
Holy Roman Empire, and later the Papacy. The dukes gradually asserted 
and protected their independence from the Empire over the centuries. The 
Este were culturally refined, wise and capable rulers, and revered by their 
subjects. 


The noble House of Sforza had relatively humble origins. Their 
forefathers were rich rural landowners and successful condottieri, whom 
alternately fought for Milan, Venice, Naples, against Florence and the 
Pope. Due to Muzio’s military capabilities and success in battle, he was 
later nicknamed “Sforza” (meaning “force”) and his descendants took his 
name. married the only heir to the Milanese duchy, 

. After the Visconti’s demise, the short-lived 
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Ambrosian Republic ruled Milan through a few years of warfare and 
internal unrest. Francesco, as captain general of the Milanese army, was 
given rule of the city by the signoria. He was able to keep ruling the city 
and its vast territories without papal investiture due to his popularity and 
success as a ruler. 

Francesco and Bianca Maria Visconti had eight children: Galeazzo 
Maria, Ippolita Maria, Filippo Maria, Sforza Maria, Ludovico Maria, 
Ascanio Maria, Elisabetta and Ottaviano. 
in 1466, was assassinated in 1476 (father of 

). , married the , was a great 
friend of Lorenzo “il Magnifico” de Medici. 


was later given the 
Duchy of Bari upon his brother’s death in 1479, then was “chosen” as 
Duke of Milan after his nephew Gian Galeazzo's untimely death. Ascanio 
was a powerful Cardinal of the Roman Church, Vice-Chancellor of 
the Curia under Pope Alexander VI. 

The Duchy of Milan made up almost all of modern northwest Italy. It 
became a subject state of France after it fell during the Italian Wars led by 
the King Louis XII of France. It later came under control of the Holy 
Roman Empire during the reign of HRE Charles V after his victory in the 
Battle of Pavia. 


Members of the merchant-class Medici family of Florence are also 
called the “Godfathers of the Renaissance.” The Medici bank was the 
most profitable bank in Europe during the Renaissance - with branches in 
Rome, Geneva, Venice, and temporarily in Naples; the majority of profits 
was derived from Rome: The branch manager in Rome was a papal 
depositario generale, managing Church finances in return for a 
commission. The maker of the family fortunes was Giovanni di Bicci de 
Medici (c. 1360 - 20/28 February 1429) son of Averardo de' Medici and 
Jacopa Spini, founder of the Medici Bank (c. 1397), was not born into a 
rich family: The little money left by his father was divided between a 
widow and five sons. In (4, Giovanni bet on the return of the papacy to 
Rome, and was correct. Rewarding Giovanni for his support, the Pope gave 
Giovanni’s general manager control of the Camera Apostolica, formerly 
known as the Papal Treasury. Subsequent Popes made use of the Medici 
banks. Giovanni was also rewarded with tax-farming contracts and the 
rights to many alum mines: In the 13 and 14 centuries, alum (from 
alunite) was a major import from Phocaea (Gulf of Smyrna in Byzantium) 
by Genoans and Venetians (and was a cause of war between Genoa and 
Venice) and later by Florence. 

Giovanni de' Medici set his family on the path to becoming one of the 
richest dynasties in Europe by marrying Piccarda de' Bueri daughter of 
Edoardo Bueri, a member of an old and respectable family of ancient 
lineage from Florence with economic interests in other cities. The marriage 
brought a dowry of 1500 florins and respectability to Giovanni and their 
children, since he was not of noble descent. She was known for her beauty, 
but her husband was known for being ugly. When he died, Giovanni was 
one of the richest men in Florence. 

In 30, Giovanni had given the majority of control of the bank to his 
two sons, Cosimo and Lorenzo the Elder. He left them 179,221 florins 
upon his death in (9: Two-thirds of this came from the business in 
Rome, while only a tenth came from Florence - even Venice offered better 
business than Florence. Besides the bank, the family owned much land in 
the area surrounding Florence, including Mugello, the place from which 
the family originally came. 

Cosimo de' Medici (27 September 1389 - 1 August 1464) son of 
Giovanni di Bicci de' Medici and his wife Piccarda de' Bueri expanded the 
bank throughout western Europe, having offices also in London, Pisa, 
Avignon, Bruges, Milan, and Liibeck, which rendered it the best bank for 
the business of the papacy; bishoprics would be able to pay their fees into 
the nearest branch whose manager would then issue a papal license, and the 
popes could more easily order a variety of wares - such as spices, textiles, 
and relics - through the bankers’ wholesale trade. In fifteen years he would 
make a profit of 290,791 florins. 

Cosimo de' Medici used his vast fortune to control the Florentine 
political system and sponsor a series of artistic accomplishments he also 
founded the first public library in Florence, which was of central 
importance to the humanist movement in Florence during the Renaissance. 
He spent 600,000 florins on beautifying Florence and was patron of artists 
such as Donatello and Fra Lippi. The Medici created a partnership with 


the Catholic Church. When the Church was split due to the Western 
Schism, the Medici backed Anti-Pope John XXIII and subsequently 
became the Papal Bankers. This gave the Medici family tremendous 
power, allowing them to _ threaten defaulting debtors with 
excommunication, for instance. Cosimo’s power over Florence stemmed 
from his wealth, which he used to control votes. Anti-Pope John XXIII 
was accused of being a pagan, a liar, an oppressor, a thief, lecher, simoniac, 
and a traitor; and was confined by HRE Sigismund of Luxemburg to 
Heidelberger Schloss - a castle among the most important Renaissance 
structures north of the Alps - until the Medici paid his ransom and gave 
him asylum. 

About (M5, Cosimo married Contessina de' Bardi daughter of Count 
Giovanni of Vernio and Camilla Pannocchieschi of the long-standing noble 
Bardi family, who had operated one of the richest banks in Europe until its 
spectacular collapse in 1345; they nevertheless remained highly influential 
in the financial sphere. Only part of the Bardi family were involved in this 
marriage alliance, for some of the branches considered themselves the 
opponents of the Medici clan. The couple had two sons: Piero “il Gottoso” 
de' Medici and Giovanni de' Medici. Cosimo also had an illegitimate son, 
Carlo, by a Circassian slave, who would go on to become a prelate. 

Cosimo’s grandson, Lorenzo the Magnificent (1449-1492) was a keeper 
of the peace in Italy, spreading his influence across the Peninsula so that it 
enjoyed a decade of relative peace. He was also a patron of the arts, with 
such people as Botticelli, Michelangelo Buonarroti and Leonardo da 
Vinci flooding his courts. 


The noble family of Gonzaga, Imperial Vicars of Mantua ruled 
Mantua as marchesi, which was one administrative rank below Duke. The 
first Gonzaga rulers of Mantua were podestas - high ranking government 
officials - who were later elected as Captains of the People and protectors 
of the city’s defense. Their 14" century Ghibelline ties to the Holy Roman 
Empire (as vassals ruling on the behalf of the Emperor) effectively left the 
city and its territory independent of the major powers in Italy. The first 
Marquis, and his wife , arranged the 
advantageous marriage of the emperor’s niece (some sources list her as his 
granddaughter) to their son 


Their son and successor to the lordship, Federico I married the 
daughter of Duke Albert III of Bavaria. Their 
children were: Chiara, Francesco II, Sigismondo, Elisabetta, Maddalena, 
and Giovanni. Chiara married a Bourbon duke, their son was the famous 
Charles Ill, Duke of Bourbon who commanded the imperial troops during 
the Sack of Rome (1527). Francesco married Isabella d’Este, later to be 
known as the “first lady of the world.” Elisabetta married Guidobaldo, 
later the Duke of Urbino. 

The Gonzagas ruled Mantua with a firm hand and contributed to its 
cultural flowering during the Renaissance. 


The city of Urbino was alternately a Ghibelline and Guelph city. The 
ancient Montefeltro family ruled Urbino since 1267, as imperial officials - 
podestas - of the city. First the city and its territories were ruled by pro- 
papal lords, then again independent; but, by 1353, the Montefeltro 
permanently owed their allegiance to the papacy, as Pope Innocent VI 
(from Avignon) was consolidating the fragmented and war-torn states of 
the church. 

Urbino once more came under the control of the Holy See. Nolfo’s 
grandson, Antonio, took advantage of the rebellion of the Marche and 
Umbria against the Holy See (1375) to restore his authority in Urbino. 

Guidantonio da Montefeltro was appointed ruler of the Duchy of 
Spoleto by (1419) and carried on war against condottiero 

son of Oddo Fortebracci and Giacoma Montemelini 
with varying fortune. His son, Oddantonio, was assassinated after only a 
few months in power. The Urbinese then offered the lordship to Federico 
III da Montefeltro, a pupil of Vittorino da Feltre’s school and a lover of 
art. Under him Urbino became a cultural center of the Renaissance. He was 
a successful condottiero in the wars against the Malatesta for control of 
Rimini, the pope, , and Florence for neighboring lands. 
Pope Sixtus IV conferred on him the title of Duke of Urbino (1474). 

The benevolent rule of Federico’s son Guidobaldo was forever marred 
by the conquests of Cesare Borgia. 
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The Kingdom of Naples was ruled by the royal House of Aragon (1442- 
1501), denoted in Italy by the surname d’Aragona. The royal family 
derives from the House of Trastamara, the ruling family of Aragon, 
Castile, and Leén. The most famous members are the Catholic Monarchs 
Ferdinand II of Aragon and Isabella I of Castile. They would battle 
France for possession of Naples during the Borgia period. 

The Neapolitan House of Aragon derived from the first Aragonese king 
of Naples - Alfonso V “the Magnanimous,” known in Neapolitan 
monarch lists as Alfonso I, King of Naples, also king of the “Crown” of 
Aragon, which included the kingdom of Aragon proper (roughly 
northeastern Spain), Valencia, Majorca, Sardinia, Corsica, and Sicily. He 
conquered Naples in 1442. 

Alfonso’s Spanish lands were ruled by his brother Juan II of Aragon, 
which were /ater willed to him. When Alfonso died, his illegitimate son 
Ferdinand I Ferrante received Naples and Sicily. Ferrante ruled Naples 
long and with a firm hand against numerous baronial uprisings, clashes 
with the papacy, and threat of French invasion. His son 
Naples (Duke of Calabria), succeeded him as King of Naples in 1494. He 
ruled for one year before abdicating and leaving the throne to his young son 

(Ferrantino). 

Ferdinand II of Aragon (King of Spain) and Ferrante I (King of Naples) 
were cousins - Ferdinand’s father was Juan II of Aragon, and Ferrante’s 
father was Juan’s brother, Alfonso V “the Magnanimous.” 


The powerful Roman Orsini family is one of the most celebrated 

princely families in Medieval Italy and Renaissance Rome. The family has 
a number of popes (Celestine III, Nicholas II, and Benedict XIII, thirty- 
four cardinals, and scores of condottieri. One of the most famous was 
, head of the Bracciano branch of the family. 
(died 1534) son of Niccola, the most outstanding member of 
the Pitigliano line and one of the major condottieri of the time and his 
nephew Enrico (died 1528) took part to the Italian Wars at the service of 
both France and Spain, often changing side with the typical ease of the 
Italian military leaders of the time. Two of Ludovico’s daughters were 
married to relevant figures: to illegitimate 
son of Pope Paul III, and to 
an important general of the Spanish army. The line started to decay after 
the loss of Nola by Ludovico, who was also forced to accept the Senese 
suzerainty over Pitigliano. Under his son (died 1567) 
the county enter in the orbit of the Grand Duke of Tuscany. Later, the 
attempt of (died 1604) to obtain the title of Monterotondo was 
thwarted by . His son Giannantonio (1569-1613) sold 
Pitigliano to Tuscany, in exchange to the marquisate of Monte San Savino. 
The line became extinct in 1640 with the death of Alessandro. 

Clarice Orsini daughter of Giacomo Francesco Orsini of the 
Monterotondo line married Lorenzo de' Medici. Franciotto Orsini was 
created cardinal by Pope Leo X in 1517. The most important member of 
the Monterotondo Orsinis was , who became 
cardinal under Pope Sixtus IV (1483). He was probably among the 
promoters of the failed plot against Cesare Borgia in 1502, being 
assassinated as retaliation, together with numerous members of the family. 
The line decayed from the late 16" century, when several members were 
assassinated or lost their lands for various reasons. 

(died after 1485) son of Napoleone (died 1480) of the 
Monterotondo line was Papal Gonfaloniere: By his marriage with 
Francesca Orsini was born , one of the most 
relevant figures of Italian politics in the late 15" century. After Carlo’s 
death, he enlarged the family’s tenure with lands inherited by his wife, 
another Orsini from Salerno, and most of all he was amongst the favorites 
of , who appointed him as Great Connestable of 


Naples. Together with his cousin, , he was 
among the fiercest opposers of and 


. In 1492 Gentile Virginio bought the county of Anguillara from 
. During the descent of Charles VIII of France into 


Italy, he managed to keep Bracciano by fighting without too much dogging 
against him. had his fiefs confiscated and imprisoned him in 
Castel dell’Ovo, where he was poisoned in 1497. The family recovered this 
setback under the more friendly Medici popes of the early-16" century. His 
son was Prince Assistant to the Papal Throne. His son 
was a famous admiral for the Papal States and France, but in 1539 
he had his fiefs confiscated under the charge of treason. 
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Duke err a the Gravina line was strangled by Cesare Borgia in 
1503. One of his nephews, Flavio Orsini, was created cardinal in 1565. The 
fifth duke, Ferdinando (died 1549) had all his fiefs confiscated by the 
Spaniards, but regained it after a 40,000 scudi payment. 

The Orsini were traditional enemies of the Colonna family, who also 
produced numerous popes, cardinals, and condottieri. The Orsini owned 
many fine and well-fortified castles in Lazio and around Rome. The biggest 
is Bracciano (on Lake Bracciano outside of Rome), Avezzano (Abruzzi), 
Nerola (near Rome), Sant’Angelo Romano (near Rome), Soriano nel 
Cimino (Viterbo), and Vasanello (Viterbo). 

The Orsini married into nearly every noble house in central and southern 
Italy. For example, Lorenzo de Medici was matried to a Roman Orsini (of 
the Monterotondo line) to enhance his family’s prestige (they were 
considered upstarts); she brought an enormous dowry to Florence. 

was also of this line. The Orsini were 
closely aligned with the Kingdom of Naples, and were powerful feudal 
lords “barons” in and around Naples as well as Rome. Taranto was a seat 
of Orsini power when it was given to the southern line of the family after 
the defeat of 


The Colonna family was a powerful noble papal family (Guelph) of 
Medieval Italy and Renaissance Rome: They were warlike and vain of 
their prowess at arms, supplying one pope and many other leaders. The 
Colonna family claimed descent from Aeneas, the legendary founder of 
Rome. In 1297 the Colonna family, who had owned Praeneste (by then 
called Palestrina) from the 11" century as a fief, revolted from the pope. In 
the following year the town was taken by Papal forces, razed to the ground 
and salted by order of . In 1437 the rebuilt city was 
captured by the Papal general and once more utterly 
destroyed at the command of . It was rebuilt once more 
and fortified by in 1448. It was again sacked in 1527, and 
occupied by the Duke of Alba, in 1556. 

, who had joined Cardinal Giluiano della Rovere’s 
party, was imprisoned in Castel Sant’Angelo by Pope Alexander VI. Once 
freed, he was soon imprisoned again for his allegiance to 

during his invasion of Italy in 1494. Prospero Colonna had an 
important role in the Spanish victory at Cerignola (1503), which gave 
Spain the keys to Naples. After Alexander VI’s death, he was also able to 
take back his territories in the Lazio. 

In the 16" century they were famed as fighters against heresy. United as 
they were by marriage to the noblest Italian families, their power extended 
throughout Italy. Their family is notable for their bitter feud with the Orsini 
(above) family over influence in Rome until it was stopped by Papal Bull 
in 1511. 

Other important members of the Colonna family are famous 
noblewoman and poet Vittoria Colonna, Marcantonio II Colonna and 
Fabrizio Colonna (successful condottieri). 


The noble Bentivoglio family ruled the important Romagna city and 
environs of Bologna from 1401 until 1506. They were a princely family 
allegedly descended from (through 
one of his illegitimate sons - ). During the Guelph and 
Ghibelline conflicts (14" century) they overthrew rival factions for control 
of the city with the help of heir powerful allies, the Visconti family. The 
Bentivoglio held power on-and-off for the next twenty-five years when 
finally the family received the fief of Castel Bolognese, a fortified city not 
far from Bologna. 

Giovanni II ruled with his strong-willed wife Ginevra Sforza. Together 
they had eleven children and married many of them into the nobility of 
Central Italy. 


The Baglioni family were successful and wealthy condottieri who 
exercise rule over the city of Perugia, in the region of Umbria, from the 
1420s. The Baglioni had always fought with the Oddi family for the rule of 


50 


“The Origin of the Jewish Problem in Europe” 
The first of two parts. 


Perugia. They rose to power in the 13" century. They amassed a fortune 
from the money earned from their condottieri ventures. Each Baglioni had 
their own palaces in the best part of town and built towers to show off their 
wealth. Murders, violence and rivalry as commonplace under Baglioni 
tule, either with the challenging Oddi family or with each other. They 
massacred the Oddi family in 1482 and 1484. 

In 16" century Italy, violence among gangs or factions of Italians was 
fairly common. In 1500, at a wedding celebration, half of the Baglioni 
killed the other half. It was called the - and is now what the 
Baglioni is famous for. The massacre caused many acts of vengeance 
within the Baglioni family. 


The House of Malatesta was an Italian family that ruled Rimini from 
1295 until 1500, as well as (in different periods) other lands and towns in 
Romagna. The famous condottiero Malatesta da Veruccio (1212-1312), a 
Guelph \eader, became podesta (chief magistrate) of Rimini in 1239 and 
made himself sole master of the city after killing the chief members of and 
expulsing the rest of the family’s Ghibelline rivals, the Parcitadi family, in 
1295. 

His eldest son Giovanni “the Lame” Malatesta, a hunchback, is chiefly 
famous because of the 1285 tragedy, recorded in Dante’s Inferno, when he 
killed his wife Francesca da Polenta daughter of Lord Guido da Polenta 
of Ravenna and his younger brother Paolo, having discovered them in 
adultery. Their marriage had been a political one; Guido had been at war 
with the Malatesta family, and the marriage of his daughter to Giovanni 
was a way to solidify the peace that had been negotiated between the 
Malatesta and the Polenta families. While in Rimini, she fell in love with 
Giovanni's younger (and still hale) brother, Paolo. Though Paolo was also 
married, they managed to carry on an affair for some ten years, until 
Giovanni ultimately surprised them in Francesca's bedroom sometime 
between 1283-and-1286, killing them both. 

In the 14" and 15" centuries, the Malatesta ruled over a number of papal 
cities in the Romagna and the Marche, including Pesaro, Fano, Cesena, 
Fossombrone and Cervia. The condottiero Lord Malatesta II (or IID) 
“Guastafamiglia” (“Ruiner of the Family”) Malatesta of Rimini grandson 
of Malatesta da Verucchio, a protagonist of massacres and ravages, 
collaborated in a war against Bernabo Visconti son of Stefano Visconti and 
Valentina Doria at the command of an army mostly composed of 
Hungarian mercenaries - made famous for his slaughters of the Milanese 
army. 

The condottiero Lord Pandolfo III Malatesta of Fano second son of 
Galeotto I Malatesta (brother of Malatesta II Malatesta) - and grandson of 
Pandolfo I Malatesta began his career as condottiero at the age of 18, 
leading a band of masnadieri to ravage Tuscany. He also fought against 
the Visconti of Milan in a League supporting Francesco I Gonzaga of 
Mantua. Like his predecessors, Pandolfo went on crusade in the Holy 
Land, returning in 1402. Hired by Gian Galeazzo Visconti together with 
his brother Andrea, he fought in the victorious Battle of Casalecchio 
against Bologna, and was subsequently named governor of that city. After 
Gian Galeazzo’s death, he acted as advisor of his widow Caterina Visconti. 
In 1413 he was created capitano generale (commander-in-chief) of the 
Venetian armies, and fought against King Sigismund of Hungary (Holy 
Roman Emperor for four years from 1433 until 1437). 

Several Malatesta were condottieri at the service of various Italian states. 
The most famous was Sigismondo Pandolfo Malatesta “the Wolf of 
Rimini” elder of the two illegitimate sons of condottiero Pandolfo III 
Malatesta and Antonia da Barignani - one of the most outstanding 
condottieri of the 15" century, debuted (age 13) after his father’s death as 
man-at-arms in conflict with the papacy over territorial claims. He 
defeated his relative Lord Carlo IT Malatesta of Pesaro son of Malatesta IV 
(or III) dei Sonetti Malatesta (only son of Pandolfo II Malatesta and his 
second wife Paola Orsini - and grandson of “Guastafamiglia”) and 
Elisabetta da Varano who had allied with Pope Martin V and aimed at 
annexing Rimini, Cesena and Fano to his territories. In 1431, though 
having inferior forces, he repelled another invasion by the Malatestas of 
Pesaro. When, soon afterwards, his elder brother abdicated, Sigismondo 
became lord of Rimini, at the age of 15. 

Malatesta grandson of Sigismondo Pandolfo Malatesta took 
part in the , and later besieged the French garrison at 


Novara. Pandolfo’s violence and murders gained him the hatred of his 


subjects: in 1497, a failed rape attempt on a young girl spurred a revolt in 
Rimini, which he could suppress only with Venetian intervention. He 
escaped another plot in 1498. Two years later, Cesare Borgia invaded 
Pandolfo's territories and Pope Alexander VI, Cesare’s father, 
excommunicated him. Rimini was finally incorporated in the Papal States 
in 1528, after the last failed attempt of Pandolfo’s son, 


Antonio Petrucci \ed an unsuccessful attempt to seize power from the 
republican government in 1456. He was forced into exile as a result of the 


failed coup. The remaining Petrucci family gradually reinforced their land 
and wealth, and by the 1480s had considerable influence in Siena once 
again. 

Pandolfo Petrucci was called “il Magnifico” for his extensive 
patronage of the arts, foundations, and grand civic and religious building 
projects in Siena. He took power in 1487 by means of a gradual series of 
civil and military coups. He married , daughter of a 
prominent and wealthy member of the oligarchy. He assumed public 
offices, and appointed members of his faction to others. Most importantly 
he had the support of the armed city guard, as their captain he also became 
the protector of the populace. 

Cesare Borgia was intent on eliminating the Petrucci, as they were the 
main obstacle to the conquest of Siena. After the fall of Urbino (July 1502) 
it seemed to Cesare’s captains that the next action of the Borgia would have 
been against Perugia and then against Siena and Bologna. The growing fear 
of Cesare’s power and the double dealing of his condottieri (who feared 
Cesare would overrun their cities as well) led to the so-called 
Conspiracy, from the name of the castle of fete co colle Mian? 
whose aim was to eliminate “il Valentino.” By not appearing personally at 
the conference at La Maggione, Pandolfo Petrucci (being more astute and 
foresaw the affects of the conspiracy) escaped the clutches of the Borgia 
and maintained his rule at Perugia. 


The Bitter Colonna-Orsini Feud 


The Colonnas are an ancient Roman family whose history began nine 
hundred years ago. Two families ruled over not only their respective 
quarters in Rome but also two large rural areas around the city - the North 
was dominated by the Orsini family and the South by the Colonna family. 
Both areas were garrisoned by the respective families and they controlled 
the major roads into Rome: The Appia, Prenestina e Casilina by the 
Colonna and the Flaminia, Salaria and Cassia by the Orsini. 

In the second half of the 1400’s the Colonna family was faced with 
another Pope allied to the Orsini, Pope Sixtus IV of the della Rovere 
family. Rome was again plunged into a climate of bitter clashes between 
the various factions which continued unabated right up to and into the 
pontificate of the Borgia Pope, Alexander VI. This turbulent period was 
finally brought to an end through the patience and prolonged mediation of 
another member of the della Rovere family, Pope Julius IT, when he 
brokered a peace treaty between the Colonna and the Orsini. This accord, 
known as the ‘Pax Romana’ (1511), finally concluded the bloody conflict 
between the two families which had lasted for more than two centuries. The 
heads of the two houses, condottiero Fabrizio I Colonna son of Edoardo 
Colonna and Filippa Conti and condottiero Giulio Orsini, in the Pope’s 
presence and with representatives from the maximum number of the other 
noble families, solemnly swore to cease all hostilities. This binding pledge 
was signed and carried out in front of the altar and also included an 
agreement to forgive each other for all past offences. (Fabrizio is the main 
speaker in Machiavelli’s “The Art of War? and is referenced throughout 
the book as an authority on both Classical and current military structure, 
strategy, and tactics.) 


The peace between the two families was cemented by the marriage 
between Marcantonio II Colonna son of Duke Ascanio Colonna of 
Tagliacozzo and Giovanna d’Aragona, niece of HRE Charles V and Felicia 
Orsini daughter of Girolamo Orsini, maternal grandson of Pope Julius II, 
and Francesca Sforza of the Counts of Santa Fiora, maternal 
granddaughter of Pope Paul II. Such an illustrious connection revealed its 
usefulness during the ‘Sack of Rome’ when Imperial troops looted and set 
fire to whole areas of the city and put thousands to the sword. However, 
during this prolonged pillage, Palazzo Colonna was not touched and in fact 
was able to offer asylum and protection to three thousand of its citizens 
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including many Cardinals and the famous Duchess Isabella d’Este of 
Mantua. 

Marcantonio II Colonna was the most prominent member of the noble 
Colonna family of the Lazio, then one of the most powerful feudal 
dynasties of the Papal States and the Kingdom of Sicily, which was under 
Spanish rule. He crowned his adventurous life as admiral of the papal fleet 
and commander of the papal capitana (flagship) at the famous Battle of 
Lepanto against the Turkish fleet at which he triumphed. The subsequent 
prestige that this brought was rewarded by his nomination as Viceroy of 
Sicily by King Philip II of Spain: Pope Gregory XIII confirmed him as 
Captain General of the Church. 

When the Jews of Rome suggested to Girolamo della Rovere that the 
entire Talmud be translated by Jews into Italian, Marcantonio, knowing 
that it would take a long time, suggested it so be done by Christians and 
not by Jews - and the Jews were warned not to publish anything until it was 
completed in full. 


Costanza Colonna daughter of Marcantonio II Colonna and Felice 
Orsini befriended and became his protector from the very 
beginning and all through his rumbustious meteoric artistic career. During 
his time in Rome, Caravaggio was a frequent guest of Costanza and her 
brother Fabrizio Colonna son of Marcantonio II Colonna and Felice 
Orsini who was married to papal heiress child-bride (age 11) Anna 
Borromeo daughter of Count Gilberto Borromeo of Arona and Margherita 
de' Medici (daughter of Bernardino de' Medici and Clelia Serbelloni) - 
sister of Giovanni Angelo Medici (Pope Pius IV). It was at Palazzo 
Colonna that Caravaggio first sought refuge after his famous duel with 
which resulted in his opponent’s death. Costanza and 
Fabrizio then organized his escape to Naples via a short stay at their Palace 
in Paliano just South of Rome. 


During the course of the 1600’s the Colonnas consolidated their 
considerable influence in Rome and in the courts of both Spain and France. 
d and Lorenzo Onofrio, the husband of 
, all contributed to the extension of important 
family connections through friendship, as opposed to what had previously 
been achieved through recourse to arms. This century also saw the 
restoration of the family’s palaces; a large expansion of their various 
collections; a greater use of the art of diplomacy and their important 
patronage of many artists. 

There was also a renewed emphasis on ‘arranged marriages,’ a shrewd 
policy that linked the family to a series of other illustrious houses. At the 
same time the Colonnas consolidated their faithful and loyal ties to the 
Holy See, now no longer hindered by those frequent violent forays and 
their Imperial bias of the past centuries. 

This century also saw the complete restoration and transformation of 
Palazzo Colonna into a sumptuous Roman residence along with the 
construction of its magnificent Galleria Colonna. 


The chiefs of both families married the nieces of Pope Sixtus V, in 1571. 
Alvaro de Luna 


Alvaro de Luna y Jarana natural son of the Castilian noble don Alvaro 
Martinez de Luna, copero mayor (the page who poured drinks to a 
nobleman) of King Henry III of Castile, and Maria Fernandez de Jarana, a 
common woman of great character and beauty a Constable of Castile and 
Grand Master of the military Order of Santiago,’? was the favorite of 
Juan II of Castile son of Henry II of Castile (son of Juan I of Castile and 


19 Once the Reconquest was finalized, a candidate who wished to join the Order of 
Santiago must have proved in his first four last names that he, his parents, and his 
grandparents were of noble descent by blood and not by privilege, and had never 
worked in manual or industrial labor. 

Many classes of people were permanently disqualified from membership of the 
order due to their origins or circumstances. They included the following categories 
and their descendants: Jews, Muslims, heretics, converts to Christianity, or a mixture 
of these, no matter how far removed. Also included were: people who had been 
punished for acts against the Catholic faith; had been an attorney, moneylender, 
notary public, retail merchant, or had worked where they lived or would have lived 
from their trade; had been dishonoured, had neglected the laws of honor and 
executed any act not proper for a perfect gentleman, or who lacked means of 
support. The prospective member then had to live three months in the galleys and 
reside for a month in the monastery to learn the Rule. 
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Eleanor of Aragon) and Catherine of Lancaster (daughter of John of 
Gaunt, one of England's principal military commanders in the 1370s and 
1380s, and his second wife Constance of Castile - the daughter and heir of 
King Peter of Castile, who died at the hands of his half brother Henry III of 
Castile) - younger brother of King Ferdinand I of Aragon. Introduced to 
the court as a page, Alvaro soon secured a bewitching influence over Juan 
II, then a boy, whom the young king regarded with love and affection. De 
Luna, a master of intrigue and misrepresentation, exercised unlimited 
influence over the young and weak king for many years, until Isabella of 
Portugal obtained control of her husband’s feeble will. 

Throughout his life Alvaro was a friend of the Jews and protector of the 
Maranos, both of whom were promoted by him to the highest offices. 
Abraham Benveniste, with whom he was intimately associated for thirty 
years, and Joseph ha-Nassi were appointed by him as farmers-in-chief of 
taxes. Of the Maranos, Diego Gonsalez was made general receiver 
(contador mayor); Diego Arias Davila, manager of the royal revenues; 
Juan Alfonso de Baena, royal private secretary; and Juan Pacheco 
became through him the trusted companion of the king. Owing to this well- 
known friendship for Jews and Maranos, Alvaro was for a long time a 
thorn in the flesh to both the and the aged 

, the primate of Spain - a Jew-hater. Paul's sons, 

and - less from political than from 

religious reasons - became his bitterest enemies. They conducted a furious 
struggle against him for many years, which ended in his downfall. 


In 1441, serious charges of murder, homosexuality and black magic 
were brought against de Luna. In Toledo, in 1449, these conversos 
instigated the king to impose a “special tax” - in order to humiliate the “old 
Christians,” who could clearly not afford to pay the tax. A riot broke out in 
the city, which began at the Church of Santa Maria (a former synagogue). 
The house of converso , a tax collector, was burned... and, 
although he survived the attack, , another converso tax 
collector, was less fortunate. Alvaro de Luna was charged with giving 
offices to “infidels and heretics, enemies of our sacred law” - and of 
“publicly defending and receiving conversos of Jewish lineage, who for the 
most part are found to be infidels and heretics who have ‘Judaized’ and 
continue to do so and observe most of the Jewish rites and ceremonies.” 

In , when an angry mob attacked him, he was a guest at the palace 
of , brother to converso bishop , 
in Bugos, he sought to protect Alfonso, Pedro’s son, from the mob, which 
was also attacking conversos in general. However, it was Cartagena who 
saved him, knowing a secret way out of the palace and the city. Together, 
they barely escaped with their lives. 

Alvaro was taken prisoner, dragged to Valladolid - the de facto capital of 
the autonomous community of Castile and Leén, and beheaded there on 
Saturday, ; , the fiercest enemy of the 
Jewish race - to which he himself belonged - accompanied him 
triumphantly on his walk to the scaffold. 

At the instigation of Isabella of Portugal, Juan II dismissed his faithful 
and able servant, an act which is said to have caused him much remorse. 


“Warrior Woman” Bianca Maria Visconti 


In 1430, at the age of six, Duchess Bianca Maria Visconti of Milan 
illegitimate daughter of Duke Filippo Maria Visconti of Milan, last of the 
Visconti rulers, and Agnese del Maino - the only person the shy, secluded 
Filippo ever loved was betrothed to the condottiero Francesco I Sforza, a 
man twenty-four years older than she. In that year the condotta (contract) 
between Milan and Sforza came to an end, and the betrothal was a move to 
keep the powerful general tied with Milan. It has also been suggested that 
Visconti enticed Sforza with the promise of appointing him as legitimate 
heir to the duchy. Sforza probably also accepted because of the rich dowry, 
which included territories in the areas of Cremona, Castellazzo di Bollate 
and Bosco Frugarolo. The contract was signed on Thursday, 23 February 
1432, in the castle of Porta Giovia, the Visconti residence in Milan. Bianca 
Maria’s official spokesperson was her godfather, Andrea Visconti, general 
of the Humiliates order. 

In the following years, the suspicious Filippo Maria Visconti tried twice 
to dissolve the betrothal with the ambitious Sforza: In 1434, after the latter 
had sided with Pope Eugene IV - who sent him to fight Milan, the 
condottiero Carlo Gonzaga of Milan younger son of the Marquis 
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Gianfrancesco I Gonzaga of Mantua and Paola Malatesta (daughter of 
Malatesta dei Sonetti and Elisabetta da Varano), was contracted: He 
became a rival of his famous elder brother, Ludovico III Gonzaga elder 
son of the Marquis Gianfrancesco I Gonzaga of Mantua and Paola 
Malatesta, also a condottiero, in the field of battle. After the death of their 
father, in 1444, Ludovico III Gonzaga became Marquis of Mantua and 
removed all authority from Carlo. 


The betrothing Bianca Maria Visconti with Marquis Leonello d’Este of 
Ferrara, Modena and Reggio one of three illegitimate sons of Niccolo 
d’Este III and Stella de' Tolomei, was only a political move to pressure 
Sforza to leave the alliance formed by the Republic of Venice against 
Milan: (Unlike his politically driven father, Niccolo II, Leonello d’Este 
exerted significant influence over the Italian political landscape and 
aristocracy by being a man of culture and giving support to the arts; his 
legacy would remain that of a man of culture, with other members of the 
d’Este family pursuing political leadership such as Niccolo II, Ercole I 
and Isabella d’Este). Bianca Maria’s trip to Ferrara at that time (September 
1440) was also her first confirmed trip outside Abbiategrasso. The attempt 
to force Sforza to change alliances was fruitless, and Bianca Maria returned 
to her castle in April 1441. 

In the same year Niccold Piccinino, captain of the Milanese troops, 
created difficulties for Francesco I Sforza; he asked Visconti for lordship 
of Piacenza in return for his capture of Sforza. Visconti then moved toward 
reconciling with Sforza, suspending hostilities and sending him peace 
proposals, together with the proxy for the marriage with Bianca Maria. 


Ludovico III Gonzaga was married to child-bride (age 10) Barbara of 
Brandenburg daughter of peace-loving Johann der Alchimist, Margrave of 
Brandenburg-Kulmbach, and Barbara of Saxe-Wittenberg - and niece of 
HRE Sigismund of Luxemburg. Starting from 1436 (perhaps without the 
approval of his father) Ludovico entered the service of the Visconti of the 
Duchy of Milan. The result was that Gianfrancesco exiled his son from 
Mantua, together with his wife, naming Carlo Gonzaga as heir. However, 
in 1438 Gianfrancesco himself was hired by the Visconti, and reconciled 
with Ludovico in 

Ludovico III Gonzaga and Barbara of Brandenburg had fourteen 
children: It was said that their daughters had hunched backs, which is why 
Susanna, who died a nun at Santa Paola di Mantua, was spurned by 
Galeazzo Maria Sforza first son of Francesco I Sforza and Bianca Maria 
Visconti - and the marriage with Dorotea was delayed until the Milanese 
court found that her physical problems weren’t so notorious like her oldest 
sister. Leonhard of Gorizia son of German Count Henry VI of Gorizia and 
Katalin (Catherine) (daughter of the Hungarian palatine Nicholas II Garay 
and Helen, who was born as Theodora, and was the daughter of Lazar of 
Serbia and his wife Milica, who was related to the Nemanjic dynasty) also 
postponed his marriage to Paola due to this and when they eventually 
married they had one stillborn child as it is thought that this deformity in 
her made it harder to have children. 


In 1442, Bianca Maria Visconti (then 17 years old), who had had 
repeatedly proven her skills in administration and diplomacy, was named 
regent of the Marche. As for the ducal couple’s personal relationship, if it 
is certain that Francesco I Sforza had strong feelings towards Bianca Maria, 
it is also true that he was frequently unfaithful to her. Bianca Maria usually 
reacted with nonchalance: On one occasion, however, in 1443, one of her 
husband’s mistresses disappeared and was killed in dubious 
circumstances. 

In 1442 Francesco had been excommunicated: Four years later, ill and 
declining, Filippo Maria Visconti approached Francesco I Sforza for a 
reconciliation. The latter, however, remained distrustful, and, despite 
Bianca Maria’s pleading, preferred to concentrate on the defense of his 
territories, which were menaced by Papal troops. 


In the aftermath of the Peace of Ferrara in (488, Federico III da 
Montefeltro lived as a hostage in Venice and Mantua. In (BH he had 
been knighted by HRE Sigismund of Luxemburg, and in the same year he 
married Gentile Brancaleoni daughter of Rector Bartolomeo Brancaleoni 
of Massa Trabaria and Giovanna Alidosi in Gubbio. At sixteen he began a 
career as condottiero under Niccolo Piccinino. In 1441 he distinguished 
himself in the conquest of the castle of St. Leo, which Federico was to 


hold for the rest of his life. After Piccinino’s resignation, he went to Pesaro 
to defend it against his great enemy in the Marche, Lord Sigismondo 
Pandolfo Malatesta of Rimini. 

On Monday, 22 July (8A, his half-brother Oddantonio da Montefeltro, 
recently created Duke of Urbino by Pope Eugene IV, was assassinated in a 
conspiracy: Federico, whose probable participation in the plot has never 
been established, subsequently seized the city of Urbino. However, the 
financial situation of the small dukedom being in disarray, he continued to 
wage war as a condottiero. His first condotta was for Francesco I Sforza, 
with 300 knights: Federico was also one of the few condottieri of the time 
to have a reputation for inspiring loyalty among his followers. In the pay of 
the Sforza - for Federico never fought for free - he transferred Pesaro to 
their control, and, for 13,000 florins, received Fossombrone as his share, 
infuriating Sigismondo Pandolfo Malatesta. Despite Federico’s efforts, the 
Sforza sovereignty in the Marche was dismantled in the following years. 
When Sforza left for Lombardy, Sigismondo fomented a riot in 
Fossombrone, but Federico reconquered it three days later. 


Sigismondo Pandolfo Malatesta had fought in Romagna and the 
Marche alongside Francesco I Sforza. In the meantime, he married his 
niece Ginevra d’Este legitimate daughter of Niccolo III d’Este by his 
second wife Parisina Malatesta (daughter of Lord Andrea Malatesta of 
Cesena and his unfaithful second wife Lucrezia Ordelaffi) - first cousin of 
Sigismondo. On Monday, Ginevra died - and rumours 
spread that she had been poisoned by Sigismondo. Two years later he 
married Polissena Sforza illegitimate daughter of Francesco I Sforza; they 
had two children: a son, Galeotto, born in 1442 and who only lived a few 
months, and a daughter, Giovanna, born in 1444, who later became 
Duchess of Camerino by marriage. 

In this period Sigismondo had fought several times against the other 
condottiero: Firstly, as a Venetian commander, he was defeated at 
Calcinara sull’Oglio in 1437. Later, while defending his lands from the 
papal invasion army led by Niccold Piccinino, Federico III da Montefeltro 
and Malatesta Novello son of Pandolfo II Malatesta and Antonia da 
Barignano - he crushed them at Monteluro, managing to obtain some 
territories of Pesaro, although the latter was successfully defeated by 
Federico’s forces. 

In his restlessness he betrayed Sforza twice, but he also betrayed his 
momentary ally against him - Niccolo Piccinino. Enmity against Sforza 
turned into true hatred when his father-in-law bought the signory of Pesaro 
from Carlo IT Malatesta. Therefore, Sigismondo allied with Pope Eugene 
IV and the Sforza duke of Milan. Later, he was hired by King Alfonso V 
“the Magnanimous” of Naples, but soon afterwards received money for a 
condotta to be spent in the service of Florence against Alfonso. In 1445 he 
forced the Neapolitans to raise the siege of Piombino in Tuscany. 


In (QW Francesco I Sforza, feeling more confident, accepted the 
position of lieutenant of the Duchy of Milan, but Visconti, jealous and 
suspicious after the popularity of Sforza in Milan, soon changed his mind. 
At the same time the new pope, Pope Nicholas V, demanded the restitution 
of the town of Jesi (in exchange for 35,000 florins). It was a very difficult 
time for Francesco and Bianca Maria. 

News of the death of Filippo Maria Visconti, who died in the night 
between Friday-and-Saturday, , reached Francesco 
in Cotignola. Bianca Maria was very angry when she heard about the 
depredations suffered by the Visconti properties in Milan after Filippo’s 
death. Bianca Maria and Francesco were marching toward Milan, with 
4000 knights and 2000 infantry, when the new-born Ambrosian Republic, 
under the menace of a Venetian invasion, offered Francesco the title of 
Captain General. Bianca Maria favored refusing, but Francesco accepted, 
starting three years in which he strove to reconquer the cities that had 
declared independence from the Duchy after Filippo Visconti’s death. 

In May 1448, when Sforza was in Pavia, the Venetians attacked 
Cremona. According to the chronicles, Bianca Maria donned a suit of 
parade armor and, along with some troops and the populace, hurried to 
defend wards the city. She fought in the battle that ensued for the whole 
day. This episode gained her fame as a “warrior woman.” 


Carlo Gonzaga, went to Venice and fought in her service against the 
Ambrosian Republic until he defected with Francesco I Sforza in (447. He 
was appointed Captain of the People in November of that year. He 
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eventually counseled Giovanni Appiano and Giovanni Ossona, the leaders 
of the Guelphs, in their term in leadership, becoming so powerful that he 
was raised in all but name to the status of a dictator. He had a lavish house 
and started replacing men in government to those in his favor. A Ghibelline 
conspiracy arose against him and his government, but he shattered it, and 
his Guelph underlings massacred many Ghibellines. 

Carlo Gonzaga made attempts for peace first with Republic of Venice, 
then with Sforza, offering the latter the city of Crema. Gonzaga was 
thrown into jail, but was pardoned shortly after along with many other 
Guelphs, and made head of a temporary government until the coronation 
of Sforza. Later, furious at Sforza for making an alliance with Ludovico, he 
plotted with Guglielmo of Montferrat in 1450 and was thrown into the 
Pavian prison. He was released when he conceded to give up his war 
spoils, Alessandria and Tortona. 


NATURZ 


In 1449 Polissena Sforza illegitimate daughter of Francesco I Sforza - 
and second wife of Sigismondo Pandolfo Malatesta died under mysterious 
circumstances. Sforza claimed that Sigismondo had had her drowned by 
one of his servants - but this remained unconfirmed. During his two 
marriages, Sigismondo Pandolfo had numerous mistresses, but only two 
were well known: Vannetta dei Toschi di Fano, who bore him a son, 
Roberto Malatesta (a condottiero captain), in 1441, and Isotta degli Atti 
daughter of Francesco degli Atti, a wealthy wool trader and banker, who 
bore him four illegitimate children: Giovanni, whom she (age 14) bore c. 
1447 - and died in infancy, Margherita (later wife of Carlo di 
Fortebraccio), Sallustio and Antonia (also called Anna) - later the first 
wife of Lord Rodolfo Gonzaga of Castiglione delle Stiviere, who beheaded 
her in 1483 when she was discovered in adultery. Their relationship 
became public only in 1449, after the death of Polissena - and the two 
married in 

Isotta governed Rimini on Sigismondo’s behalf during the period in 
which he had been excommunicated by Pope Pius I, who considered him 
guilty of treachery towards Siena arising from his long-running feud with 
Duke Federico III da Montefeltro of Urbino, declaring him a heretic and 
attributing to Sigismondo a series of sins, especially incest and sodomy 
against his son Roberto and others - a distinction he earned by trussing up a 
Papal emissary, the fifteen-year-old Bishop of Fano, and publicly 
sodomizing him before his applauding army in the main square of Rimini. 
In a unique ceremony, he was canonized into Hell with the curse: “No 
mortal heretofore has descended into Hell with the ceremony of 
canonization. Sigi shall be the first deemed worthy of such honor.” 

Malatesta’s image was publicly burnt in Rome, and a de facto crusade 
was then launched against him, in a league including the pope, the king of 
Naples, the Duke of Milan and Federico III da Montefeltro. He defeated the 
first contingent of Papal troops, led by Napoleone Orsini son of Orso 
Orsini of Bracciano, but was forced to flee to Fano after the arrival of 
Federico III da Montefeltro. The latter followed and severely crushed him. 
He then sought greater fortune as a general for Venice in its war against the 
Ottomans. 


After six years in the service of Florence, Federico III da Montefeltro 
was hired in {50 by Sforza, now Duke of Milan. However, he could not 
perform his duties as he lost his right eye during a tournament. He 
subsequently carried a vast and disfiguring scar for the rest of his life, so 
that it was necessary to portray him only on his “good” side. Malatesta 
profited from his injury to obtain the position under Sforza, whereupon 
Federico in October 1451 accepted a proposal by Alfonso V “the 

if , King of Naples, to fight for him against 
Florence. After the loss of the eye, Federico - no stranger to conspiracies 
and one of the leaders that inspired Niccolo Machiavelli to write “Il 
Principe” (“The Prince”) - had surgeons remove the bridge of his nose 
(which had been injured in the incident). This improved his field of vision 
to a considerable extent, rendered him less vulnerable to assassination 
attempts - and, as can be seen by his successful career thereafter, restored 
his merits as a field commander. 

Despite his fall from favor, he was hired by Sforza to fight the Venetian 
forces under his brother. He was defeated in [@5B at Goito, but 
nevertheless with the Treaty of Lodi in 1454 Ludovico was forced to give 
back all he stole from Carlo. Carlo Gonzaga was later made Lord of 
Sabbioneta by Sforza. He had first married Luzia d’Este (1419-1437) 
daughter of Niccolo III d'Este and Parisina Malatesta, who died childless - 
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he then married Ringarda Manfredi, who gave him three daughters and a 
son. But, he died heirless, his only son presumably having fallen prey to 
death in years previous, and his lands passed to his brother Ludovico II 
Gonzaga. 


After the Venetian danger had been repulsed, Bianca Maria Visconti 
settled in the Visconti Castle of Pavia, together with a large court. Her 
good relationships with her Visconti relatives gained popular support, as 
well as loans and funds, for the fragile new state created by her husband. 
However, on Sunday, , a revolt broke out in Milan due to 
a famine in the city which resulted in rampant starvation and brought 
about much suffering to the populace. One month later on Monday, March 
25", after the disputed succession to the duchy was decided in their favour 
consequent to a meeting of nobles and leading citizens, Francesco I Sforza 
and Bianca Maria made their triumphal entry into the city as the Duke and 
Duchess of Milan. The Ambrosian Republic had ended and was replaced 
by the Sforza dynasty which would rule Milan until 1535. 

Francesco and Bianca Maria refused the triumphal wagon (calling it 
superstizione da re, “kings’ superstition”), instead reaching the Duomo 
riding on a couple of horses. It was the first time that a duke’s title had 
been awarded by the citizens of the city. The ducal couple had a large 
hospital built in Milan, the Ospedale Maggiore, and often Bianca Maria 
offered direct help to numerous poor women. In 1459 Pope Pius I 
summoned a council in Mantua to prepare a crusade against the Ottoman 
Turks. Bianca Maria offered 300 knights, and Francesco was proposed as 
military leader of the expedition. The crusade never materialized, but 
Francesco and Bianca Maria’s support of the papacy gained them bulls of 
indulgence for the Duomo and the Ospedale Maggiore of Milan. 

In 1462 Francesco, who suffered from gout and dropsy, fell ill. During 
his absence from the government, Bianca Maria’s political and 
administrative capabilities prevented the state from crumbling after some 
rebellions spurred by Venice. She acted effectively as co-regent of the 
Duchy. Bianca Maria also promoted a marriage between Jacopo Piccinino 
son of Niccolo Piccinino, a condottiero, and Drusiana, Francesco’s 
illegitimate daughter. 


Francesco I Sforza arranged for child-bride Battista Sforza, his niece, to 

marry Duke Federico III da Montefeltro of Urbino, who was twenty-four 
years older than her. The wedding took place on Wednesday, 
1460, when Battista was fourteen years old. Their marriage was a happy 
one and they were described as “two souls in one body.” Federico called 
Battista “the delight of both my public and my private hours.” Moreover, 
he spoke with her about political issues and she accompanied him to almost 
all official events outside of Urbino - and acted as regent during her 
husband’s absences from Urbino. 

Carrying on the Sforza family’s tradition of humanist education for 
women, she educated her daughters similarly to the education she had 
received from her aunt Bianca Maria Sforza. Similarly, Battista’s 
granddaughter Vittoria Colonna daughter of Fabrizio Colonna and Agnese 
da Montefeltro, was a famous poet. 


In 1464 the new pope, Pope Paul I, called Federico III da Montefeltro 
to push back the Anguillara, from whom he regained much of the northern 
Lazio for Papal control. The following year he captured Cesena and 
Bertinoro in Romagna. The main problems for Bianca Maria Visconti in 
this period came from their eldest son, Galeazzo Maria Sforza, whose 
unstable and treacherous character created numerous troubles for her. On 
Wednesday, 13 December 1465, her mother, Agnese del Maino, died. 
Shortly afterward, on Thursday, 8 March 1466, Duke Francesco I Sforza 
died also. Federico assisted Francesco’s young son Galeazzo Sforza in the 
government of Milan - and also commanded the campaign against 
Bartolomeo Colleoni. 

Bianca Maria quickly took the reins of the duchy and called back 
Galeazzo Maria, who was fighting alongside the king of France, to succeed 
as duke. The latter’s behavior was initially one of gratitude and deference 
towards his mother, but soon greed and ruthlessness led him to act 
independently against Bianca Maria’s advice. As time passed, the Duke 
relegated his mother to an increasingly secondary role and in the end forced 
her to leave Milan. She then moved to Cremona, her dowry city. 


On Sunday, Z5§9HYGMGT one of the most important battles of the 15" 
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century in Italy - the Battle of Molinella - was fought along the Idice 
River, between the villages of Riccardina (near Budrio) and Molinella. 
The battle is historically important because, for the first time in Italy, 
artillery and firearms were intensively used. 

On the one side were 14,000 infantry and cavalry led by Bartolomeo 
Colleoni, condottiero captain-general of the Republic of Venice - foremost 
tactician and disciplinarian of the 15" century: Although he often changed 
sides, no act of treachery is imputed to him, nor did he subject the 
territories he passed through to the rapine and exactions practiced by other 
soldiers of fortune. When not fighting, he devoted his time to introducing 
agricultural improvements on the vast estates with which the Venetians 
had endowed him, and to charitable works. Although, Colleoni had his 
personal agenda, he was, at least in theory, fighting for Venice in coalition 
with Marquis Borso d’Este of Ferrara illegitimate son of Niccolo III d’Este 
and his lover, Italian courtier and royal mistress Stella de' Tolomei 
(represented by his half-brother Ercole I d’Este son of Niccolo III d’Este 
and his third wife, Marquess Ricciarda da Saluzzo) - an enemy of both 
Francesco I Sforza and the Medici family - and the Lords of Pesaro, Forli 
and some renegade families of Florence. 

On the other side was an army of 13,000 soldiers in the service of 
Florence \ed by a Federico III da Montefeltro, allied with Galeazzo 
Maria Sforza (ruler of the Duchy of Milan), King Ferdinand II of 
Aragon and Giovanni II Bentivoglio (tyrant of Bologna) son of Annibale I 
Bentivoglio, then chief magistrate of the commune, and Donnina Visconti. 
Bentivoglio had been a child when his father was stabbed to death in June 
1445 by a member of a rival family, Battista Canneschi, with the silent 
support of Pope Eugene IV - immediately after his assassination the 
people rose and murdered all the Canneschi. 

Bartolomeo Colleoni had to abandon his plans to conquer Milan. There 
were between 600 and 700 casualties. Notable was the large number of 
horses killed (almost 1000). 


In (469, on the death of Sigismondo Pandolfo Malatesta “the Wolf of 
Rimini” - a poet and patron of the arts, Pope Paul II sent Federico III da 
Montefeltro to occupy Rimini: However, fearing that an excessive Papal 
power in the area could also menace his home base of Urbino, once having 
entered Rimini, Federico kept it for himself. After defeating the Papal 
forces in a great battle on Monday, 30 August 1469, he ceded it to Roberto 
Malatesta illegitimate son of Sigismondo Pandolfo and his lover Vannetta 
dei Toschi di Fano. 

After her husband’s death, Isotta degli Atti acted as regent for her son 
Sallustio, whom was assassinated the following year by Roberto 
Malatesta, who took control of Rimini. According to the tradition, Roberto 
had entered the Rocca (“Citadel”) of the city disguised as a peasant, and 
took the city in the name of the Pope, but soon started to act independently. 
Thanks to the support of Federico III da Montefeltro, he decisively 
defeated the Papal troops sent to oust him. In the following years he is said 
to have poisoned both his stepmother Isotta and his half-brother Sallustio. 
The matter was solved by the election of Pope Sixtus IV, who married his 
favorite condottiero nephew Giovanni Della Rovere son of Rafaello della 
Rovere and Theodora Manerola - and brother of Giuliano della Rovere 
(Pope Julius I) to Federico’s daughter Giovanna, and gave him the title of 
Duke of Urbino in 1474. 

In 1475 Malatesta was finally invested with the vicariate of Rimini by 
the new pope, Pope Sixtus IV; in the same year he was married to 
Federico’s daughter, Elisabetta. Roberto died in Rome after falling ill of 
(most likely malaria) fever while pursuing a campaign, when, at the head 
of the Venetian-Papal forces, he completely defeated the royal army of 
Naples under the command of condottiero Duke Alfonso II of Calabria 
eldest child of Ferdinand I of Naples by his first wife Isabella of Clermont - 
and cousin of Ferdinand II of Aragon. 


Against the advice of all her counselors, Bianca Maria decided to take 
part in Galeazzo’s second marriage to Duchess Bona of Savoy of Milan 
daughter of Duke Ludovico I of Savoy (son of Antipope Amadeus VIIT 
“Felix” the Peaceful) and Anne de Lusignan of Cyprus of the celebrated 
Lusignan crusader dynasty on Saturday, 9 May 1468: Un 1464, Bona was 
to have been betrothed to Edward IV of England, until his secret marriage 
to Elizabeth Woodville was revealed). At the end of the feasts she 
accompanied her daughter Ippolita to Serravalle, whence she set off to 
Cremona. However, when midway, in Melegnano, she fell ill. A high fever 


obliged her to stay in bed until August, but she kept up an intense 
correspondence. At the beginning of October, her condition worsened 
further. She died on Wednesday, of that year, after having 
recommended her younger children, Elisabetta and Ottaviano, to their 
brother Galeazzo. She was buried in the Duomo of Milan, next to her 
husband. Her death raised suspicions: Galeazzo Maria Sforza was accused 
of having poisoned her by various men, including Bartolomeo Colleoni, an 
Italian condottiero, captain-general of the Republic of Venice, reputed to 
be the foremost tactician and disciplinarian of the 15" century. It is certain 
that during her illness, there were in Melegnano certain men close to 
Galeazzo, some of whom were /ater involved in other cases of poisoning. 

Ludovico commissioned Leonardo da Vinci to design an equestrian 
statue as part of a monument to Francesco I Sforza. A clay model of a 
horse which was to be used as part of the design was completed by 
Leonardo in (499 - but the statue was never built. Furthermore, Francesco I 
Sforza is mentioned several times by Niccolé Machiavelli in “Il Principe” 
(“The Prince’) - being generally praised for his ability to hold his country 
and as a warning to a prince not to use mercenary troops. 


Galeazzo Maria Sforza, known to have had a cruel streak, was a 
notorious womanizer who often passed his women on to his courtiers once 
he was tired of them. Sforza once had a poacher executed by forcing him 
to swallow an entire hare (with fur intact), and had another man nailed 
alive to his coffin. He also had a priest who predicted a short reign for 
Sforza punished by being starved to death. This made him many enemies 
in Milan. It was also said of Galeazzo Sforza that he had raped the wives 
and daughters of numerous Milanese nobles, that he took sadistic 
pleasure in devising tortures for men who had offended him, and that he 
enjoyed pulling apart the limbs of his enemies with his own hands. 


Immaculate Simon of Trent 


Simon Unverdorben (1472 - 21 March 1475) was a two-year-old boy 
from the city of Trent, Prince-Bishopric of Trent, whose disappearance and 
murder was blamed on the leaders of the city’s Jewish community, based 
on his dead body being found in the cellar of a Jewish family’s house. The 
Jewish community in Trent was composed of three households: Samuel, 
Tobias, and Engel, who were recent immigrants with Samuel first arriving 
in 1461. With Samuel as a money lender and Tobias as a physician, the 
Jews remained distinctly separate not only due to their profession, but their 
apparent wealth in a community of artisans and sharecroppers. Simon went 
missing on Wednesday, 24 March 1475 and was discovered by Seligman, a 
cook, in the cellar of Samuel on Easter Sunday. Town magistrates arrested 
the entire Jewish community - eighteen men and five women - on the 
charge of ritual murder of a Christian child in order to use his blood in 
Jewish religious rites in contempt for Christianity. In a series of 
interrogations that involved liberal use of judicial torture, the magistrates 
obtained the confessions of the Jewish men. Eight were executed in late- 
June, and another committed suicide in jail. 

Fifteen of them, including Samuel, the head of the community, had been 
sentenced to death and burnt at the stake, but the women, who had been 
accused as accomplices, argued their gender in the domestic sphere did not 
allow them to participate in the rituals which were masculine matters. 
Later, they were freed from prison in 1478 due to papal intervention. One 
Jew, Israel, was allowed to convert to Christianity for a short while, but 
was arrested again as a result of other Jews confessing he was part of the 
Passover Seder and after a long period of torture was also sentenced to 
death. 

The widespread trial at Trent inspired a rise in Christian violence 
towards Jews within the surrounding areas of Veneto, Lombardy, and 
Tyrol, as well as accusations of ritual murder, culminating with the 
prohibition of Jewish money lending in Vicenza in 1479 and the expulsion 
of Jews in 1486 - which lasted 300 years. 


Shortly before Simon went missing, Bernardine of Feltre (1439 - 28 
September 1494) of the noble family of Tomitano, an itinerant Franciscan 
preacher, had delivered a series of sermons in Trent in which he vilified 
the local Jewish community. He was an extremely popular sermonizer 
because he spoke simply and powerfully against the vanity, ambition and 
greed rife at the time. The crowds that flocked to hear him were too large 
for the local churches, so he addressed them in the city squares and the 
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fields. Like many other missioners of his century, he had made a vast 
outdoor bonfire called “burning the Devil’s stronghold.” The crowds 
were asked to throw into the fire all objects of vanity and sin such as 
playing cards, dice, pornographic books and pictures, jewelry, wigs, 
superstitious charms, cosmetics, and so forth. Bernardine was able to 
reconcile warring communities. He also sought civic legislation to correct 
public injustices such as usury, the charging of excessive interest for loans, 
which was especially onerous on the poor. In 1484, Bernardine established 
the charitable credit organization, mont-de-piétés run by a joint committee 
of clergy and laymen - and called for the expulsion of Jews all over Italy 
and Tyrol. The institution was founded as an alternative to the high interest 
loans of the Jewish money lenders and Lombard traveling bankers of the 
Middle Ages. His insistence on charging a low interest to protect the 
institution’s permanency raised a controversy among the theologians who 
thought it promoted the continuance of usury. In 1515, Pope Leo X 
declared the institution meritorious and it spread rapidly throughout 
France, Italy, and Spain. 


Andreas Oxner (c. 1459 - 12 July 1462) was a three-year-old boy who 
had been ritually murdered by the Jews in the village of Rinn (Northern 
Tyrol, currently part of Austria). In 1475, in the wake of the blood libel of 
Simon of Trent, the bones of a child were brought to the parish church of 
Rinn. 


Chinese Admiral Zheng He (Chinese: @8#1]) 


set up by Chinese Admiral Zheng He (1371—1433 or 1435)—whom 
commanded the largest and most advanced fleet the world had ever seen— 
during the Ming Dynasty, 


The Mongol Horde 


Tokhtamysh or Tokhtamish (died 1406), a prominent khan of the Blue 
Horde, briefly unified the White Horde and Blue Horde subdivisions of the 
Golden Horde into a single state. He descended from Genghis Khan’s 
grandson, Tuga-Timur. 

The Golden Horde broke off as follows: 1438, Kazan Khanate under 

; 1441, Crimean Khanate under ; and the 
Qasim Khanate (1452). The remnant, which became known as the Great 
Horde, was left with the steppe between the Dnieper and Yaik, the capital 
Sarai and a claim to represent the tradition of the Golden Horde. 


Kiichiik Muhammad (28 June 1391 — 1459) was a Mongol Khan of 
the Golden Horde from 1435 until his death. He had two sons, Ahmed 
Khan bin Kiichiik and Mahmud bin Kiichiik (Sas S © 3 49), who 
founded the Khanate of Astrakhan in the 1460s. 


Ahmed bin Kiichiik (45 S$ © : oS +=!) was a Khan of the Great 
Horde between .In 1465. Ahmed Khan seized power in the 
Horde by rising against his brother Mahmud Astrakhani bin Kiichiik, 
who had been its ruler since 1459. After years of struggle for the throne of 
the Great Horde against Akhmat Khan, he escaped to the town of Hajji 
Tarkhan (or Xacitarxan), establishing the independent Khanate of 
Astrakhan there. Mahmud Astrakhani maintained friendly relations with 
his powerful neighbors - the Nogay Horde and the Great Horde - and 
coined his own money. 

His letter to the Ottoman Sultan Mehmed II (as dispatched on Tuesday, 
10 April 1466) is a curious example of diplomatic epistles written in the 
15''-century Old Tatar language. The content is a necessity of renewal of 
diplomatic relations between Turkey and Astrakhan, and_ sending 
ambassadors to Istanbul. 


In (7B, Ahmed Khan entered into alliance with King Casimir IV 
Jagiellon of Poland against Grand Prince Ivan III the Great of Moscow 
and All Rus’. In §476, Ahmed Khan suggested to Ivan III that he should 
recognize him as his overlord. However the situation of forces was not in 
the Horde’s favour. 


\LIS PERSOAI 


I I'VSESTTERRA 

In 1480. Ahmed Khan organized another military campaign against 
Muscovy, which would result in the Horde’s retreat (Great standing on the 
Ugra river) 150 miles from Moscow. They stood off shouting at one 
another on opposite banks for weeks before a conflict became inevitable. 
Panic set in, as both sides suddenly turned deciding to flee, rather than fight 
in the tradition of Genghis Khan. At the last the conflict between Eurasians 
was over. The Mongols last possessions were in Kazan, Astrakhan, and the 
Crimea. Ivan II], Russia’s ruler finally freed himself from the Tatar- 
Mongol dependency. 

On Thursday, 6 January 1481, Ahmed Khan and his men were killed by 
Siberian Khan, Ibak Khan of Tyumen and Nogays at the mouth of the 
Donets River. 


Qasim I Khan (died 1500) was a ruler of Astrakhan Khanate, from the 
1470s onwards. He was crowned after the death of his father, Maxmiid of 
Astrakhan son of Kiichiik Muhammad. 


* * 


Qasim khans with their guard participated in all of Russia's raids into 
Kazan (1467-1469, 1487, 1552). Qasim khan Sahgdili (1515-1567) was 
three times crowned as Kazan khan with the aid of Russia. After the 
conquest of Kazan, the self-government of the khans was abolished and the 
khanate came to be governed by Russian voyevodas. However, khans still 
reigned. One of the khans, , was baptized and 
proclaimed Grand Duke of Moscow in 1574. He never really reigned and 
was used for a short period by as a puppet 
head of state. At the reign of (1627-1679) Russia 
started a policy of Christianization. 

Beghs (Chief or Commander) - a title of Turko-Mongol origin used as a 
name to identify lineage,” who had a status equal to Boyars, were switched 
to Serving Tatars (a class of ethnically Tatars state servants in Muscovy 
and Russia in 14'"-to-18" centuries), equal to Dvoryans. Originally this 
class was formed Tatar nobles from Golden Horde and Tatar khanates 
that enjoyed membership of the Russian service class. Later, gara xaliq 
(black people) peasants of Kazan Khanate enjoyed this status after the fall 
of khanate in . Their own ownership of shares in state land were 
granted to Russian and Qasim nobles. This policy provoked a Tatar revolt 
in 9656. After the death of Khanbika (Queen) in 1681, the 
Khanate was abolished. 

A boyar was a member of the highest rank of the feudal Bulgarian, 
Kievan, Moscovian, Wallachian and Moldavian and later, Romanian 
aristocracies, second only to the ruling princes (in Bulgaria, tsars), from 
the 10 century to the 17" century. The rank has lived on as a surname in 
Russia, Ukraine and Romania, and in Finland, where it is spelled Pajari. 

The elite of the Serving Tatars were those who served as translators, 
scribes, clerks, ambassadors to Central Asian countries and so on. The 
majority participated in Livonian war (1558-1583), as well as other 
campaigns. The Livonian War was fought for control of Old Livonia (in 
the territory of present-day Estonia and Latvia), when the Tsardom of 
Russia faced a varying coalition of Denmark—Norway, the Kingdom of 
Sweden, and the Union (later Commonwealth) of the Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania and the Kingdom of Poland. 


Boyers 


The Romanian social hierarchy was composed of boyar, mazil, and 
razes. Being a boyar implied three things: being a land-owner, having 
serfs, and having a military and/or administrative function. A boyar could 
have a state function and/or a court function. These functions were called 
“dregatorie” or “boierie.” Only the prince had the power to assign a 
boierie. Landowners with serfs but no function were categorized as mazil 
but were still considered to be of noble origin (din os boieresc, which 
translates literally as “of boyar bones’’). Small landowners who possessed a 
domain without distinction (devdlmdsie) or serfs were called “razesi.” 
According to some historians, they were descendants of mazil landowners. 


20 The name Baig is derived from the Iranian Languages word Beg or Bey, which itself 
comes from the Proto-Aryan from Proto-Indo-European. Traditionally applied to the 
leaders (for men) of small tribal groups. The feminine equivalent title was Begum. 
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Although functions could only be accorded by the prince and were not 
hereditary, land possession was hereditary. The prince could give land to 
somebody but could not take it from its possessor except for serious 
reasons such as treason. Therefore, there were two kinds of boyars: those 
whose ancestors, as chiefs of the ancient rural communities, had held 
land before the formation of the feudal states, such that the prince merely 
confirmed their preexisting status as landowners; and those who acquired 
their domain from a princely donation or who had inherited it from an 
ancestor who acquired it through such a donation (cf. the distinction 
between Uradel, “ancient nobility,” and Briefadel (persons and families 
who have been ennobled by letters patent - the oldest known such letters 
patent were issued in the middle of the 14"" century, during the Late Middle 
Ages) in the Holy Roman Empire and in its feudal successor regimes). 
During the Phanariot régime, there were also boyars who had no land at 
all, but only a function. This way, the number of boyars could be increased, 
by selling functions to those who could afford them. 


The Phanariote Greeks 


The Phanariote Greeks were members of prominent Greek families in 
Phanar which promoted the expansion of the Christian faith and the 
Orthodox doctrine. The Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople was 
one of the fourteen autocephalous churches (or “jurisdictions’) that 
together compose the Eastern Orthodox Church. They traditionally 
occupied four important positions in the Ottoman Empire: Grand 
Dragoman, Grand Dragoman of the Fleet, Hospodar of Moldavia, and 
Hospodar of Wallachia. 


“We are a race completely Hellenic.” 


Mavrocordatos Nicholaos, Philotheou Parerga, 1989, p.178, 
citation: Tévoc Lev npiv tov ayav EAAjvev 


They emerged as a class of moneyed Greek merchants (of mostly noble 
Byzantine descent) during the second half of the 16" century, and were 
influential in the administration of the Ottoman Empire’s Balkan domains 
in the 18" century. The Phanariotes usually built their houses in the 
Phanar quarter to be near the court of the Patriarch, who (under the 
Ottoman millet system) was recognized as the spiritual and secular head 
(millet-bashi) of the Orthodox subjects—the Rum Millet, or “Roman 
nation” of the empire - the name of the Orthodox Christian community in 
the Ottoman Empire, except those under the spiritual care of the patriarchs 
of Antioch, Jerusalem, Alexandria, Ohrid and Pe¢c—often acting as 
archontes of the Ecumenical See - honorees of the Ecumenical Patriarch 
of Constantinople, who have been selected from among the laity due to 
service to those portions of the Eastern Orthodox Church under his 
particular guidance. In fact, the Christians were conquered by Islam, but 
enjoyed a certain internal autonomy; they dominated the administration of 
the patriarchate, often intervening in the selection of hierarchs (including 
the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople). 


krol Polski Stefan Batory 


krol Polski Stefan Batory — ksigze siedmiogrodzki son of Istvan 
Bathory and Katalin Thelegdy de Telegd (27 September 1533 — 12 
December 1586) was a Hungarian noble Prince of Transylvania (1571- 
1586), then King consort of Poland (1576-1586) and Duke consort of 
Lithuania (1576-1586). He was a member of the Somly6 branch of the 
noble Hungarian Bathory family. Many historians consider him to be one 
of the greatest of the elected Kings of Poland. 

In 1518, he married krélowa Polski Anna Jagiellonka daughter of King 
Sigismund I the Old (Jagiellon) of Poland and Duchessa Bona Sforza di 
Bari - a member of the powerful House of Sforza, which ruled the Duchy 
of Milan since 1447. 


The Assassination of Galeazzo Maria Sforza 


There were three principal assassins involved in Sforza’s death: Carlo 
Visconti, who believed that the Duke had deflowered his sister, and entered 
a conspiracy against the tyrant with two older Milanese officials, each 
having more personal reasons to assassinate Sforza: Gerolamo Olgiati and 
Giovanni Andrea Lampugnani. All three were fairly high-ranking officials 
at the Milanese court. 

Gerolamo Olgiati was a political radical and bore no known grudge 
against the Duke, but was acting out of Republican ideals inspired by 
Humanist educator Cola Montano, who had first suggested the 
assassination, and who bore malice against the duke for a public whipping 
some years before. Giovanni Andrea Lampugnani, the head conspirator 
in the plot, was a high-ranking family in Renaissance Milan. 

On Tuesday, - the Saint’s day for Santo Stefano - 
supported by about thirty friends, the three conspirators met at the church 
of Santo Stefano Maggiore. After praying for the saint’s protection, the 
three waited, along with several supporters and the regular congregation, 
for the Duke’s arrival. When the Duke arrived at the church with a 
customary procession, reaching that part of the church where the assassins 
were, Lampugnani, Visconti and Olgiati revealed themselves, Lampugnani 
going down on one knee. After a brief exchange of words, Lampugnani 
rose suddenly, striking the first blow, stabbing the Duke in the groin and 
chest, soon joined by Visconti, Olgiati and Franzone, a servant of 
Lampugnani’s, all of whom were armed and wearing hidden armour. The 
Duke died in a matter of seconds during the attack, and in the 
pandemonium that immediately ensued, Franzone quickly fled the church 
and made his escape, as did all the other assassins except Lampugnani, 
who, in his attempt to escape, ran to the women’s side of the church where 
he became entangled in some of the church’s cloth and was subsequently 
caught and killed by a guard - his head being severed. His body soon fell 
into the hands of a mob, which dragged the headless corpse through the 
streets, slashing and beating at it; finally, they hung the body upside-down 
outside Lampugnani’s house. The corpse was cut down the next day and, in 
an act of symbolism, the “sinning” right hand was removed, burnt and put 
on display. 

The conspirators had given little thought to the repercussions of their 
crime, and were quickly apprehended. The next day, Franzone was found, 
given away by his stockings which displayed the Lampugnani colours. 
Summarily tortured, he gave up the identities of the other conspirators: 
Visconti and Olgiati. Visconti was caught on Friday, December 29", given 
up by a frightened relative, and was publicly executed on Tuesday, | 

along with Franzone and Olgiati. The bodies of these three 
men were torn from groin to neck and affixed to the gates of Milan as a 
warning to others; the heads separated and displayed on lances on the 
city’s belltower as a warning for several years following. In the days 
immediately following the Duke’s assassination, other Lampugnani family 
members were arrested on suspicion of compliance and much of their 
property destroyed by mobs. Most of the remaining Lampugnani fled Milan 
or were exiled to other cities. However, Montano had left Milan some 
months before. 

According to historian and writer Niccol6 Machiavelli, Olgiati uttered 
the famous words, while being tortured: “Mors acerba, fama perpetua, 
stabit vetus memoria facti” (“Death is bitter, but glory is eternal, the 
memory of my deed will endure”). Similar elements indicate that this 


assassination was likely influential in the Pazzi Conspiracy, a subsequent 


attempt to dethrone the Medici family in Florence and to replace them with 
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The Pazzi Conspiracy 


The main trade of the noble Florentine Pazzi family during the 15" 
century was banking: The de' Medici family were de facto rulers of 
Florence in the late-15" century. Jacopo de' Pazzi son of Andrea de' Pazzi 
became head of the family in 1464. 

In (9960, Guglielmo de' Pazzi married Bianca de' Medici daughter of 
Piero di Cosimo de' Medici and Lucrezia Tornabuoni a childhood friend of 
her brother of Lorenzo de' Medici. This alliance was intended to help 
resolve the animosity between the families, but it was not successful in that 
regard: Their first child, Contessina, was born before January 1464. The 
matriage agreement included a significant reduction in taxes imposed on 
the Pazzi family. 

In 1460, Bianca was asked to play the organ for Pope Pius I and his 
entourage during a visit to Florence, as the pope was coming back from the 
Council of Mantua. Teodoro Montefeltro, the Apostolic protonotary 
traveling with the pope, praised the performance in a letter to Marquise 
Barbara of Brandenburg of Mantua. During the same papal visit, she 
performed a second concert for the future pope Rodrigo Borgia (Pope 
Alexander VI) at his request. Bianca often performed for local and visiting 
dignitaries, contributing to her families’ reputation and influence 

Girolamo Riario son of Paolo Riario and Bianca della Rovere - sister 
of Francesco della Rovere, protégé of his uncle Pope Sixtus IV, he was 
appointed Captain General of the Church, in 1471. Two years later, in 

he was granted the seignory of Imola, already a Sforza city - but at 
the time a fief of the Riario family, as a dowry for his marriage with 
childbride Caterina Sforza illegitimate daughter of Duke Galeazzo Maria 
Sforza of Milan and his mistress Lucrezia Landriani, wife of Count Gian 
Piero Landriani, a courtier at the ducal court and a close friend of 
Galeazzo Maria Sforza (son of Francesco I Sforza and Bianca Maria 
Visconti): Imola lay on the trade route between Florence and Venice. 
Caterina replaced her cousin, the eleven-year-old Costanza Fogliani, as 
Girolamo’s bride because Costanza’s mother Gabriella Gonzaga 
illegitimate daughter of Marquis Ludovico II of Mantua refused to allow 
the consummation of the marriage until Costanza reached the legal age - 
then fourteen - while Caterina, although only ten-years-old at that time, 
agreed with the demands of the groom. Thus, Caterina Sforza, was 
engaged to Riario at only ten years of age - and the marriage was 
celebrated on Friday, E7anuaryl473, but wasn’t consummated until four 
years later (1477) when Caterina reached the age of fourteen. 

In (75, Bianca asked her mother to purchase farmland from other 
relatives for her, as Lucrezia Landriani had more influence within the 
family. Though Bianca owned the property, it was managed by staff 
employed by her mother. Lucrezia’s children had been legitimized and 
raised at the refined Milanese ducal court, alongside Galeazzo’s legitimate 
children by his second wife Bona of Savoy. They were, however, entrusted 
into the care of their paternal grandmother, Bianca Maria Visconti. The 
most gifted, and remarkable child of Galeazzo and Lucrezia was Caterina, 
who was instructed in the arts of diplomacy and warfare by her 
grandmother. These were necessary skills in the political ambience of 15" 
century Italy, which was marked by intrigue, treachery, assassinations, and 
continuous strife, caused by the intense rivalry of the city-states and their 
rulers. 

After a triumphal entrance into Imola in [@7J, Caterina went to Rome 
with her husband, where he lived for many years in the service of his uncle, 
the Pope. At the end of the 15" century, Rome was no longer a medieval 
city, but not yet the important centre of artistic endeavours it would become 
a few decades later as one of the most important cities of the Renaissance. 
Upon her arrival in May 1477, Caterina - one of the most beautiful and 
elegant among noble aristocratic Roman women - found a city full of 
cultural fervour, with a desire for renovation. The following year, in March 
1478, Caterina gave birth to her first child, a daughter named Bianca after 
both Girolamo’s mother, Bianca della Rovere, and Caterina’s paternal 
grandmother, Bianca Maria Visconti. Caterina subsequently gave birth to 
five more children in the next nine years. 


Francesco de' Pazzi was one of the instigators of the Pazzi Conspiracy 
in [477S7WB. Early in 1477 Francesco, manager in Rome of the Pazzi bank, 
plotted with Girolamo Riario and with Francesco Salviati - a blood- 
member of the Riario family whom Pope Sixtus IV had made archbishop 
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of Pisa, to assassinate the two most prominent members of the Medici 
family: Lorenzo de' Medici and his younger brother Giuliano de' Medici. 
Pope Sixtus IV had taken the papal banking contract away from the Medici 
and awarded it to the Salviati family. Though he was an orphan, Francesco 
Salviati was also related by marriage to the Pazzi, Medici, Vettori, and 
other powerful families: Pro-Medici sources paint Salviati as a flatterer 
and gambler who lusted for the power that could be attained through 
church favour. In addition to conspiring, Girolamo Riario was an intended 
beneficiary - and once Lorenzo and Giuliano had been killed, Riario would 
have become Lord of Florence. But the plot failed. 

The Medici family of Florence opposed his appointment as archbishop 
and so, on Sunday, , Salviati sent his nephew Raffaele Riario 
to lure both Lorenzo and Giuliano to a mass at I! Duomo di Firenze 
(Cattedrale di Santa Maria del Fiore) at which the assassination would take 
place. When the bell that was rung during the elevation rang, Salviati was 
to go to the Palazzo Vecchio with mercenaries from Perugia and kill the 
Gonfaloniere Petrucci and take possession of the Palazzo della Signoria, 
whilst the main killing occurred in the cathedral, but on arriving there he 
was arrested by Petrucci and within an hour had been hanged by a lynch 
mob from the window of the Sala dei Duecento. 

Bernardo Baroncelli, together with his master, Francesco de' Pazzi, 
killed Giuliano by a sword wound to the head and stabbed him 19 times. 
His only legitimate son by Bona of Savoy, Gian Galeazzo Sforza, 
succeeded him as Duke of Milan: (Giulio di Giuliano de' Medici 
illegitimate son of Giuliano de' Medici by his mistress Fioretta Gorini went 
on to become Pope Clement VII). Lorenzo was wounded but escaped. 
Most of the conspirators were soon caught and summarily executed - five, 
including Francesco de' Pazzi, were hanged from the windows of the 
Palazzo della Signoria. 

Jacopo de' Pazzi head of the family, and Jacopo’s brother Renato de' 
Pazzi escaped from Florence but was caught and brought back. They were 
tortured, then hanged from the Palazzo della Signoria next to the 
decomposing corpse of Salviati. Jacopo was buried at Santa Croce, but the 
body was dug up and thrown into a ditch. It was then dragged through the 
streets and propped up at the door of Palazzo Pazzi, where the rotting head 
was mockingly used as a door-knocker. From there it was thrown into the 
Arno River; children fished it out and hung it from a willow tree, flogged 
it, and then threw it back into the river. 

In the aftermath of the Pazzi conspiracy of [@JB, the Pazzi were exiled 
from Florence or executed, and their lands and property confiscated. Their 
name and their coat of arms were perpetually suppressed. The name was 
erased from public registers, and all buildings and streets carrying it were 
renamed. Their shield with its dolphins was obliterated. Anyone named 
Pazzi had to take a new name; anyone married to a Pazzi was barred from 
public office. Bianca’s marriage significantly softened Lorenzo’s wrath 
towards Guglielmo, who was only put under house arrest for a time; his 
daughters were exempted from the marriage ban imposed on other Pazzi 
daughters. 


Riario promoted several further plots against the Medici, but they all 
failed. In (#88 he was the last of the main Pazzi conspirators left alive, and 
was himself assassinated in a conspiracy led by two members of the Orsi 
family from Forli, supposedly over a financial dispute. 

Bored with their life in the countryside, Checco Orsi and Ludovico Orsi 
- both a members of the Roman Rite of the Templar Order - began a loan- 
sharking business, where they murdered any who did not pay their debts. 
The brothers were hired by Caterina Sforza to kill her own husband 
Girolamo Riario, after finding out that he was a Templar. Riario, who was 
already in debt to the Orsi brothers, was stabbed to death by them during a 
meal. 

On Saturday, PQQAPEITASS, Checco and Ludovico Orsi entered the 
government palace, and one of them attacked Riario with a sword. Despite 
the presence of the Count’s guards, a total of nine assassins slashed Riario 
to death, eventually flinging his naked corpse into a town’s central piazza, 
where a crowd gathered in support of the assassins. The assassins then 
proceeded to loot the palace. Although assassinations were not altogether 
uncommon in Renaissance Florence, they still had repercussions. Despite 
writing to Lorenzo de' Medici, who no doubt approved of the result of the 
assassination, they received no written support by the Medici family. 
Support, both military and popular, eventually sided with Riario’s widow, 
and the Orsi brothers fled, taking what they could with them. Their 
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remaining assets and family were soon destroyed by angry mobs. 

After the overthrow of Gran maestro Piero di Lorenzo “the 
Unfortunate” de' Medici of Florence eldest son of Lorenzo de' Medici and 
Clarice Orsini - a feeble, arrogant and undisciplined character, in 1494, the 
Pazzi family, and many other political exiles, returned briefly to Florence 
to participate in the restored republic. 


Caterina Sforza 


The descendant of a dynasty of noted condottieri, Caterina Sforza, from 
an early age, distinguished herself by her bold and impetuous actions taken 
to safeguard her possessions from possible usurpers and to defend her 
dominions from attack, when they were involved in political intrigues. She 
has been described as: “A monster disguised as a female or la prima donna 
d’Italia.” 

In her private life Caterina was devoted to various activities, among 
which were experiments in alchemy and a love of hunting and dancing. 
She had a large number of children, of whom only the youngest, 
condottieri captain Giovanni dalle Bande Nere, inherited the forceful, 
militant character of his mother. 


Two months after the death of Girolamo, a rumor was spread that 
Caterina was close to marrying Antonio Maria Ordelaffi, who had started 
to court her. This marriage would end the claims of the Ordelaffi family on 
the city of Forli. Caterina imprisoned those who had spread the false news. 
In point of fact, Caterina had fallen madly in love with a handsome stable 
groom in her household - Giacomo Feo (c. 1471 - 27 August 1495) 
brother of Tommasso Feo, a castellan who had remained faithful to her 
after the assassination of her husband. 

After his father’s murder, nine-year-old Ottaviano Riario was created 
lord of Imola and Forli in by Pope Innocent VIII - but, in 
reality, he was controlled by his domineering mother and her lover 
Giacomo Feo. Caterina was very enamored with Feo, and it was feared 
that she would give political precedence and power to him, passing 
Ottaviano over. Caterina secretly married him - to avoid losing custody of 
her children and the regency of her dominions. It was feared that she could 
strip her son Ottaviano of his future lordship, in order to give it to her lover 
and secret husband. 

She promoted him to be castellan (i.e. governor or captain) of the 
fortress Ravaldino in Forli, in place of his brother, making him responsible 
for the castle’s domestic staff and its garrison, as well as military 
administrator responsible for maintaining defenses and protecting the 
castle’s lands. More-so, he was awarded with an order of chivalry from his 
uncle Ludovico Maria Sforza detto “il Moro” fourth son of Francesco I 
Sforza and Bianca Maria Visconti. 

In APIS, Caterina gave birth to Giacomo’s son, Bernardino, later 
called Carlo in honour of King Charles VIIT, who had made Giacomo a 
baron of France. Also, she had replaced the castellans of the fortresses of 
her dominions with her closest relatives: The fortress of Imola was given to 
Gian Piero Landriani, her stepfather, and the fortress of Forlimpopoli to 
Piero Landriani, her half-brother, while Tommaso Feo was married to 
Bianca Landriani, Caterina’s half-sister. 


A conspiracy to seize the fortress in the name of Ottaviano and 
assassinate both Feo and Sforza . The Countess discovered the plot and 
imprisoned or executed those who were involved. Immediately after this 
conspiracy was foiled, another plot was organized by Antonio Maria 
Ordelaffi, who had never become resigned to the loss of Fétli, but this also 
failed. 

Giacomo’s power increased, and with his cruelty and insolence he 
incurred the hatred of all, including Caterina’s children. On one occasion, 
he humiliated Ottaviano (the rightful Lord of Forli) publicly by slapping 
him... and his cowardly nominal courtiers did nothing to support him. After 
this episode, the situation in Forli became very strained - and adherents of 
Ottaviano decided to liberate the city from the domination of Giacomo Feo. 


Jews in the Renaissance 
The Jews were very active in the Renaissance, especially in Italy where 


the movement was centered. They were active in three main areas. First, 
they were physicians. The tradition of a Jewish doctor is very old. Almost 


all of the Italian dukes and noblemen had Jewish doctors, who influenced 
them in more than just medical matters. The second area of great Jewish 
participation had to do with what is called the School of the Christian 
Hebraists: A large number of Christian scholars studied Hebrew. They 
were hired by churches, scholars and universities to teach Hebrew, even 
though they could not hold official titles. 

The third area where Jews were very active in is the printing press. Until 
modern technology, the printing press was the single, greatest discovery in 
the history of the Western world. Its impact cannot be underestimated. It 
changed civilization. When was published in 1454 a 
new world opened. In effect, the world of the Middle Ages was ending and 
the modern world was being ushered in. The ability to produce books 
cheaply en masse allowed the knowledge to reach anyone who wanted it. 
This almost single-handedly broke the hold of the Church in many ways, 
not the least of which was rampant illiteracy. The average person in Europe 
was even unable to acquire a book, no less read it. (The common 
denominator of all dictatorships is strict censorship. Since its inception, the 
printing press was the first thing that autocratic regimes outlawed or 
restricted. Today, instead of the printing press it is the internet.) 

For this reason, the Church attempted to control the printing press. It 
realized its advantages, but also its dangers. Therefore, for many centuries 
all printed books had to have the imprimatur of the Church. There were 
various ways to get around that, but that at least was the law. Censorship of 
Jewish books generally existed in Europe almost until the beginning of the 
20" century. 

The Church also required a license if a person wanted to run a printing 
press, and the way they set up the law Jews were forbidden to have 
licenses. Eventually, select Jews were able to attain printing licenses on 
their own. However, at first they were forbidden. As a result, an interesting 
arrangement developed whereby a non-Jew owned the license and a Jew 
ran the press. Many Jewish printing presses were in fact owned by non- 
Jews, who made a good profit. 

This flurry of activity in Jewish books led to a second unique 
development: Hebrew books printed by Christians. Many non-Jewish 
printers hired Jews to carve out for them the Hebrew letters on wooden 
plates (later, plates would be metal). Demand for such books was so great 
that there was a period of time in Italy when the Hebrew market was almost 
as great as the non-Hebrew market. Similarly, Christian Hebraists were at 
times hired by Jews to read, edit and proofread in Hebrew. Some even tried 
to print books in Hebrew on their own — sometimes accurately but 
sometimes with ludicrous errors. Some of these errors made their way into 
Jewish circles before they were identified and excised from the text. 

No one pursued the printing press as much as the Jewish people. The 
Hebrew printing press really began in a number of places in Italy. There 
are different claimants as to which was the first Hebrew book printed. 
Similarly, there are various Italian towns that vie for the honor of having 
the first Hebrew press. The most famous is the little town of Soncino, which 
is why one of the earliest English-language book publishers called 
themselves Soncino Press.”! 


Israel Nathan Soncino had originally worked in the banking business, 
but had to give it up after a ban in 1478, whereupon he turned to the 
printing press. He initially focused on the main works of Jewish literature: 
his first book was in 1483 a Talmudtraktat, followed by others. After that, 
he also turned to moral and philosophical works until, in 1485, he 
published a first biblical text, the early prophets. Nathan Israel died in 
1489, but had previously included his family in the business so that his son 
could print continued led. 


21 A grandson of Soncion's, Gerson Soncino, printed in Brescia from 1490 to 1494, 
where he adapted to the necessities of religious life and printed mainly editions of 
the Pentateuch that printed psalms and prayer books at a time when “men were in 
daily terror of their lives.” In 1494, Gerson Soncino printed the “Bescia -Bible,” 
which was used by Luther for his Bible translation. From 1503 Gerson Soncino 
printed Hebrew books in Italy, but a/so Latin and Italian works, after which he was 
active in Pesaro from 1507 to 157676, with interruptions in Fano and Ortona. 
Since 1520 his sons printed Hebrew in Salonika—after having previously 
published with lessening success in Rimini, falling profits and threatened by 
religious persecution, he moved there in 1526. Competition was not yet so rivaled 
by a Hebrew press in Mantua, which was active from 1513 to 1515 originated, but 
no later than 1516 by Daniel Bomberg, who printed Hebrew books in Venice. 
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Abraham Seneor 
Court Jew of the Infanta Isabella of Castile to Ferdinand of Aragon 


Don Abraham Seneor or Abraham Senior (1410/12 - 1493) was a 
Sephardic rabbi, banker and politician, a senior member of the Castilian 
hacienda (almojarife of the Castile or royal administrator) was born at 
Segovia, a city in the autonomous region of Castile and Leén, Spain.” The 
Coronel family remained one of the most important families of Segovia in 
the 16" century. 


The Seneor family, from the 1460s, were the largest group engaged in 
tax farming for the Crown of Castile. The Seneor family was also involved 
in politics, defending the interests of Jewish and Saracen artisans in the 
cities of central Castile. He was related to Andrés Cabrera (the steward of 
King Henry IV of Castile), Andrés Cabrera's wife, 

(1440 - 1511), a childhood friend and confidant of Queen Isabella of 
Castile, who remained at her court as her adviser throughout her reign— 
once being subjected to an assassination attempt when mistaken for the 
queen; and, Alonso Quintanilla, Count of Accounts, to whom the Infante 
(crown prince) Alfonso had entrusted the establishment of a mint in 
Medina del Campo (a city enriched by the fairs). His position at court was 
so important, it was not limited to his duties as the kingdom's most 
important tax farmer. In (B69 he played a major role in securing the 
marriage of the Infanta Isabella of Castile to Ferdinand of Aragon, 
including providing the betrothal gifts. In 987B he had a hand in the 
reconciliation between Isabella and her estranged brother Henry IV, and, 
in 1474, in providing the Alcazar of Segovia (whose warden was Andrés 
Cabrera) as a place for Isabella to hide following the death of her brother, 
the king. Isabella had such confidence in Seneor that, in gratitude for his 
services, she endowed him with a lifetime pension of 100,000 maravedis, 
confirmed in [8G at the behest of the royal confessor 
Talavera. Seneor was appointed chief justice of the Jewish community of 
Segovia, (often clashing with converted Jews and their families) and rab do 
la corte (court Rabbi or chief rabbi of Castile); an office for which, like 
many of his predecessors, the Jewish religious authorities thought him 
unqualified. He was so respected by the Jewish grandees, however, that the 
Cortes of Toledo in presented him with 50,000 maravedis. He was a 
close friend of , whom he worked with in tax collection. In 
the Seneor and Abravanel played a valuable role both in 


raising taxes and provisioning Isabella's army, while Samuel Abolafia was 
in charge of recruitment. They also supported Columbus's efforts to secure 
Isabella's 


patronage for 


In Seneor became treasurer of Santa Hermandad (“the Holy 
”), which had been founded in [@¥§ and counted Alonso 


Quintanilla among its members. 


the proposed transatlantic expedition of 


Senior actively intervened in support of the cause of the Jewish 
community, which was coming under increasing pressure. Through their 
efforts, they managed to raise among the Castilian aljamas a large sum of 
money to allow the Jews captured in Malaga to be ransomed. After failing 
to prevent the decree expelling the Jews from Spain (the Edict of Granada 
issued (31 March 1492), despite their offer of a large sum of money, 
Seneor (an old man of 80 years), together with others of his family feigned 
conversion to Roman Catholicism., while his friend Abravanel (55) chose 
to keep his religion and left for Naples. 

The conversion of Abraham Seneor was expected to have a major 
impact on the political strategy of the Catholic Monarchs, so it was 
carefully staged, publicized and surrounded by all appropriate solemnities. 


22 Abraham Seneor's house in Segovia, in the Jewish quarter or neighborhood of the 
Coronel, became a Franciscan convent in 1902, and currently houses the 
Educational Centre of the Jewish quarter. The Monastery of Santa Maria del Parral 
still houses the chapel of Calvary of the Coronel family, and contains the tombs of 
Abraham/Fernando, his brother Paul Coronel (secretary of Cardinal Cisneros and 
professor of Hebrew at the University of Alcala, where he spoke at the Complutense 
Polyglot) and his granddaughter, Maria Coronel. 
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In a ceremony held on Wednesdays NUNeNI49D in the monastery of 


Guadalupe and conducted by the Primate of All Spain, Seneor was 
baptized and took his Christian name, Ferran, Fernan or Fernando (after his 
godfather, King Ferdinand himself), and the surname Perez Nunez Coronel 
(chosen from the extinct noble lineage Coronel) or Fernando Coronel 
Nunez 

Within a few days of his conversion, whose sincerity was discussed, he 
became a ruler of Segovia, a member of the Royal Council and chief 
accountant of Prince Juan. During the expulsion Seneor continued to play 
a key financial role in assisting others in the Jewish community forced to 
leave Spain. 


In (893, the children of Abraham/Fernando, Juan Perez Coronel and 
Coronel Inigo Lopez, inherited his position in the business partnership with 
Luis de Alcala and Mayr/Fernan. Inigo was also ruler of Segovia, and the 
lifting of the Communities was treasurer of the rebels. A daughter, Maria 
Coronel, had married in 1510 Juan Bravo, a future leader of the rebel 

of the Comuneros. A Pedro 
Fernandez Coronel, probably the son of Fernan Nunez Coronel, 
participated in the second voyage of Columbus, (who spoke of him in 
glowing terms,) and was appointed Constable of the Indies (with a salary 
of 15,000 maravedis a year). Back in Spain, he acted as a godfather at the 
baptism ceremony of the first Native American Indian, giving him the 
name of Peter ( , in the same monastery of 
Guadalupe where he was baptized a few years before). 

Other prominent members of the family were Colonel Luis Nunez 
Coronel (nephew of Abraham, theologian, professor at the Sorbonne, 
Secretary of Alonso de Fonseca and friend of Erasmus of Rotterdam) and 
Paul Nunez Coronel (Sorbonne professor and rector of Montague College, 
where he met Erasmus). The outstanding physician Andrés Laguna was a 
neighbor of the Coronel family.” 


Johannes IV Hoffman, Bishop of Meissen 


"Amongst the earliest opponents of Wyclifism in Bohemia was 
Johannes IV Hofmann of Schweidnitz (Silesia), who for many years held 
an influential position amongst the German professors at the University of 
Prague. When, in consequence of the revolution which took place in that 
University, in the year 109, the professors left Prague, and formed a new 
sphere of labour at Leipzig. 

Hofmann was of their number, and took part in founding the prosperity 
of Leipzig. In the year 1413 he became a Canon; in 1427 Bishop of 
Meissen, which office he held until his death in [Si]. He bequeathed his 
valuable library (which included the works of Bradwardine and of 
Thomas-Netter Waldensis) to St. Mary’s College, Leipzig. 

His principal work is a treatise against the Utraquists: “Tractatos 
contra communicantes laicos” (“Equtitis value”) In this he pronounces 
in the most emphatic manner against the Church theory of Wyclif and 
Magister John of Hussinec, called Hus; and must to this extent be 
reckoned amongst the assailants of Wyclif's book on the Church, with 
which he was undoubtedly acquainted, and which he probably also 
possessed. Besides this he attacks other of Wyclif’s doctrines very much in 
the manner of Walden. 


23 The progenitor of this family in the United Kingdom, (Moses) Aaron Senior (d 1736), 
was described as a West Indian Jew (Jews of Britain, P H Emden, 1944, p. 58) and 
owned land in Barbados. His probable father or grandfather, Joseph Senior Saraiva 
of Barbados (d 1694) son of Antonio Coronel (d 1665 in Hamburg), who was one of 
the co-founders of the Bank of Hamburg (which became part of the Reichsbank 
in 1875), was a direct male-line descendant of Don Abraham Senior, Chief Rabbi 
and supreme magistrate of the Jews of Castile, and favourite of Ferdinand of Aragon 
and Isabella of Castile. 
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Bishop standing, right hand raised in blessing, left hand holds the crook. 

Inscribed in the year of the Lord 1451 on the 15" day of April the Reverend Father in 
Christ and Lord, Lord John Hofmann, a professor of theology saint, bishop of this church, 
pray for him. 

Johannes was born in Schweidnitz in Lower Silesia. In 1393-1396 
Johannes studied Liberal Arts at the University of Prague. In 1400, he 
earned his doctorate at the University in Prague licentiate. In 1405-1408 
he served as a representative of the Polish nation, attached to the Dean of 
the Faculty of the University of Prague. In 1408 became Dean of the 
Faculty of Arts. He was a professor of Theology at Charles University in 
Prague until May 1409 when German scholars left or were driven out by 
John Hus’ Czech National Movement. Along with his friend Johannes 
Ottonis of Miinsterberg (Czech: Jan Otuv z Minstrberka), a German 
Roman Catholic theologian - rector of the University of Prague and 
founding director of the University of Leipzig, they left Prague and were 
two of the founders of the University of Leipzig in Germany in 1409: (This 
university is still a major university today). He was a Professor of 
Theology at Leipzig from 1409 to 1451, and became the university's Rector 
in 1413. 

He was bishop of Dom zu Meissen - Johannes IV, Bishop of Meissen 

in 1451. In this position he was considered wise 
and prudent, leading the diocese through difficult times. His philosophical 
and theological works show him a papist loyal scholar and opponent of the 
Hussites. In (BB was a participant of the council in Basel. Johannes 
Hofmann died at the residence of the bishops of Meissen in the Castle 
Stolpen and is buried in the Cathedral of Meissen at Albrechtsburg 
Castle. 


The Spanish Inquisition 


Modern critics of the Inquisition, aside of not believing in what faith 
teaches us about the salvation and damnation of souls - for if they 
believed, they would recognize and understand the need to combat heresy 
which leads souls to hell - completely disregard the customs and laws of 
the 16" century. 

What is today called “religious liberty” - i.e. the supposed right of 
everyone not only to privately believe but also to preach and teach his own 
opinions about Revealed Truth, however false or repugnant those opinions 
may be to the doctrines of the Church - was utterly unknown in the 16" 
century. There was only one Church throughout Christendom - with the 
Pope at its head. The Church was acknowledged by all as a spiritual 
kingdom founded by Christ, teaching and ruling by His authority; all men 
considered it the duty, not only of the Church but also of the secular 
government, to prevent heresy from being preached or disseminated by 
books. As only one Church and one revealed doctrine was accepted and 
recognized, it was considered high treason against God and the authority 
of the State to teach and spread false doctrine. (So too everyone knew the 
inevitable consequences of certain acts, such as the penalties for heresy. 
And not just heresy; for instance, the civil penalty for blasphemy in Spain, 
Italy, France, Germany, England, etc, was death.) 

The Inquisition was governed by men of great learning, justice and 
prudence, even saints in many cases. It was perhaps the first judicial 
institution to provide ample safeguards for the rights of the accused. Those 
accused of heresy were given an extensive trial, with every chance to 
repent. If they continued recalcitrant they were handed over to the State 
which imposed the penalty for violation of the civil laws. It’s also 
important to note that while the Inquisition only used forture in relatively 
rare cases and with strictly regulated precautions, all civil governments 
throughout the world used it, ever since the pagan times, and without 
precautions. In those times, free from the sentimental humanitarianism of 
our age, it was understood by all what the consequences of certain crimes 
were. 


During the Late Middle Ages and early Renaissance, the concept and 
scope of the Inquisition significantly expanded in response to the 
Protestant Reformation and the Catholic Counter-Reformation. It 
expanded to other European countries, resulting in the Spanish Inquisition 
and Portuguese Inquisition. The Spanish and Portuguese operated 
inquisitorial courts throughout their empires in Africa, Asia, and the 
Americas (resulting in the Peruvian Inquisition and Mexican Inquisition). 
The Spanish and Portuguese inquisitions focused particularly on the issue 
of Jewish anusim and Muslim converts to Catholicism, partly because 
these minority groups were more numerous in Spain and Portugal than in 
many other parts of Europe, and partly because they were often considered 
suspect due to the fact that many conversos secretly practiced their 
previous religions. 


Magical acts and witchcraft had long been forbidden by the Church, 
whose attitude towards witchcraft and magic were just delusions and that 
those who believed in such things “had been seduced by the Devil in 
dreams and visions.” In §@84 German Dominican clergyman Heinrich 

made one of the first attempts at prosecuting 
alleged witches. It was not a success: He was expelled from the city of 
Innsbruck and dismissed by the local bishop as “senile and crazy.” 

On the request of Kramer, issued the papal bull 
“Summis desiderantes” on Friday, 5 December 1484, which supported 
Kramer’s investigations against magicians and witches, confirming on him 
and Dominican Friar Jacob Sprenger (1436/1438 - 6 December 1495) 
explicit authority to prosecute witchcraft in Germany after he was refused 
assistance by the local ecclesiastical authorities. Nonetheless, the bull failed 
to ensure that Kramer obtained the support he had hoped for, causing him 
to retire and to compile his views on witchcraft into his book “Malleus 
Maleficarum,” usually translated as “Hammer of Witches” - the best 
known and the most important “reatise on witchcraft - which was 
published in (487. 

“Malleus” elevated sorcery to the criminal status of heresy and 
prescribes inquisitorial practices for secular courts in order to extirpate 
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witches. The recommended procedures included torture to effectively 
obtain confessions and the death penalty as the only sure remedy against 
evils of witchcraft. At that time, it was typical to burn heretics alive at the 
stake and “Malleus” encouraged the same treatment of witches. 


NATURZ 


In 1487, Pope Innocent VIII confirmed Tomas de Torquemada (1420 
- 16 September 1498), a Castilian Dominican friar, as the first Grand 
Inquisitor in Spain’s movement to homogenize religious practices with 
those of the Catholic Church in the late 15" century, otherwise known as 
“The Spanish Inquisition.” Mainly because of persecution, Muslims and 
Jews in Spain at that time found it socially, politically, and economically 
expedient to convert to Catholicism, but the existence of superficial 
converts (i.e. Crypto-Jews and Moriscos) were perceived by the Spanish 
monarchs King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella as a threat to the religious 
and social life of Spain. This led Torquemada, who himself had converso 
ancestors, to be one of the chief supporters of the Alhambra Decree that 
expelled the Jews from Spain in 

Torquemada deeply feared the Jewish Marranos and Moriscos (i.e. 
Muslims) as a menace to Spain’s welfare by both their increasing religious 
influence, and their economic domination of Spain. King Ferdinand and 
Queen Isabella had petitioned Pope Sixtus IV to grant their request for a 
Holy Office to administer an inquisition in Spain. The Pope granted their 
request, and established the Holy Office for the Propagation of the Faith 
in F 
Torquemada saw that the condemned were made to wear a sanbenito, a 
yellow garment with red St. Andrew’s crosses worn over the clothing of 
penitent heretics and apostates as a ritual of public penance, or auto da fé 
(meaning “act of faith”) - the act of public penance, came to mean the 
burning at the stake. Another type, worn by those sentenced to death, was 
black and had designs of hell’s flames, or sometimes demons, dragons, 
and/or snakes on it. Another type had a cross, and was worn instead of 
imprisonment, then hung in the parish church. 

In July 1492 Pope Innocent VIII fell into a fever. He was given the 
world’s first blood transfusion by his Jewish physician Giacomo di San 
Genesio, who had the aging pontiff drink the blood of three 10-year-old 
boys which he had killed. Innocent VIII died himself on the 25" of July - 
and the Jew physician ran away. 

During his final years, Torquemada’s failing health, coupled with 
widespread complaints, caused (born Rodrigo de Borja 
son of Jofré Llangol i Escriva and his Aragonese wife and distant cousin 
Isabel de Borja y Cavanilles) to appoint four assistant inquisitors in June 

to restrain the Spanish Inquisition. Four years later, in 1498. after 
fifteen years as Spain’s Grand Inquisitor, Torquemada died. His tomb was 
ransacked in 1832 - only two years before the Inquisition was finally 
disbanded. His bones were allegedly stolen and ritually incinerated as 
though an auto da fé took place. 


El Santo Nifio de La Guardia 


Some Jewish conversos, after attending an auto-da-fé in Toledo, planned 
revenge on the inquisitors by arts of sorcery: Their plan was to mix the 
blood of a Christian child with a consecrated host (“communion wafer’’), 
and use that to poison wells that supplied the water drunk by the 
inquisitors. For the anti-Christian spell they needed the heart of an 
innocent child. Alonso Franco and Juan Franco kidnapped the son of 
Alonso de Pasamonte and Juana la Guindero - sometimes called Juan 
and at other times Cristébal - next to la Puerta del Perdén (“Door of 
Forgiveness”) in Toledo Cathedral and took him to La Guardia, outside 
Toledo. 

In 1490, a roving carder/textile worker named Benito Garcia (aged 60), 
a converso from La Guardia, was discovered to have a consecrated host in 
his knapsack - and he was accused of having carried the missing child to a 
cave near La Guardia: There, on Good Friday, the Jewish sorcerers went 
to great lengths in order to imitate Christ’s Passion down to the smallest 
detail: They held a mock trial where the child was nailed to a wooden 
cross, lashed repeatedly, and a crown of thorns placed on his head. While 
being beaten, his supposed torturers recited curses designed to mock Christ 
for whom the child was a substitute. Among other things, Christ was called 
a “traitor and deceiver who had preached lies against the Jewish faith,” an 
“evil sorcerer who had sought to destroy the Jews and Judaism,” and the 
“bastard son of a perverse and adulterous woman.” The heart, needed for 
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the spell, was torn out. After burying the body, the murderers stole a 
consecrated host. Benito Garcia then set out for Zamora, carrying the host 
and the heart to seek the help of other coreligionists to perform his spell, 
but was stopped in Avila (a considerable distance from Astorga, which is 
no where near the Toledo/Zamora road). 


The investigation was carried out by three churchmen appointed by the 
Grand Inquisitor Tomas de Torquemada, who believed in the principle of 
“purity of blood,” which held that even after conversion, Jews could never 
become true Christians because of their tainted blood. Thus, there would 
always be a danger that they would subvert others from the true faith. This 
concern was a major part of the argument used to convince the crown to 
agree to the expulsion. 

Benito Garcia was taken for interrogation before the Vicar-general 
(Judicial Judge) of the Bishopric of Astorga, Pedro de Villada. The 
confession of Benito Garcia, dated Friday, , indicates that he 
was only accused of Judaizing. The defendant explained that five years 
earlier (1485) he had secretly returned to the Jewish faith, encouraged by 
another converso, Juan de Ocafia, who was also from La Guardia, and a 
Jew from the nearby locality of Tembleque, named Franco. 

Yucef Franco (aged 20), a cobbler, the Tembleque Jew mentioned by 
Benito Garcia, was arrested by the Inquisition on Tuesday, 
along with his father Ca Franco (aged 80). He was in prison in Segovia on 
Saturday, , when he fell ill. He was visited by a doctor, 
Antonio de Avila. Yucef asked the doctor if he could see a Rabbi: In place 
of a Rabbi, on his second visit the doctor was accompanied by a converso 
Friar, Alonso Enriquez, disguised as a Rabbi and calling himself Abrahdn. 
When asked why he thought he had been arrested, Yucef replied that he 
was accused of the ritual murder of a Christian boy. The second time he 
was visited by the two men, Yucef made no further mention of this issue. 

Yucef’s subsequent statements implicated other Jews and conversos. On 
Wednesday, , Grand Inquisitor Torquemada issued an 
indictment ordering the transfer of the prisoners from Segovia to Avila to 
await trial. The indictment listed all the prisoners held in Segovia who were 
related to this case - these were: Alonso Franco, Franco Lope, Garcia 
Franco, Juan Franco, Juan de Ocafia, and Garcia Benito, residents of La 
Guardia and converso-Jews - as well as Yucef Franco of Tembleque and 
Moses Abenamias of Zamora. The indictment contained charges of heresy, 
apostasy, as well as crimes against the Catholic faith. Curiously the 
indictment did not mention Ca Franco. 

The inquisitors in charge of preparing the trial were Pedro de Villado 
(the same man who had previously interrogated Benito Garcia in June 
1490), Juan Lépez de Cigales, Inquisitor of Valencia since 1487, and 
Friar Fenando de Santo Domingo. All were men who enjoyed the 
confidence of Torquemada. 

The trial against Yucef Franco began on Wednesday, [§DSCEmbEt 
9490 and lasted several months. He was accused of trying to attract 
conversos to Judaism as well as having participated in the ritual crucifixion 
of a Christian child on Good Friday. It seems that before the trial, Benito 
Garcia and Yucef Franco, at least, had already partially confessed and 
given evidence against the others on the promise of obtaining their 
freedom, but this was a trap laid by the Inquisition. 

When the indictment was read out, Yucef Franco shouted out that it was 
the biggest falsehood in the world. He was appointed counsel for his 
defence who petitioned the court that the charges were too vague, no dates 
of the crime were given, there was no body, and that the victim had not 
even been named. As a Jew, Yucef could not be guilty of heresy or 
apostasy. The defense asked for complete acquittal. The petition was 
overruled by the court and the trial proceeded. The preserved confessions 
of this defendant, extracted under torture, refer at first only to 
conversations with Benito Garcia in gaol, and incriminate them only as 
Judaizers, but later start to refer to a piece of witchcraft performed about 
four years earlier (perhaps 1487), which involved the use of a consecrated 
host, stolen from a church in La Guardia, and the heart of a Christian boy. 
Yucef’s subsequent statements give more details of this topic and are 
particularly incriminating of Benito Garcia. Garcia’s statements have also 
been preserved, and taken “whilst he had been put to the torture,” are 
inconsistent with those of Yucef, and above all serve mainly to incriminate 
the latter. The inquisitors even arranged a face-to-face confrontation 
between the two accused, on Monday, , and the judicial 
records of this meeting state that their depositions were in agreement, 
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which is surprising, as previously they had contradicted each other. 

In , one of the inquisitors, Friar Fernando de San 
Esteban, traveled to the convent of San Esteban in Salamanca to consult 
with several legal experts and theologians, who pronounced on the guilt of 
the accused. In the final phase of the trial the evidence was made public 
and Yucef tried unsuccessfully to refute it. The last depositions of Yucef, 
obtained under torture in November, added more details to the facts. 

On Monday, , Anton Gonzalez, the notary of Avila, 
oversaw the burnings in the Brasero de la Dehesa (lit: “meadow of 
execution”) in Avila, all of the accused were handed over to the secular 
authorities and burned at the stake. Nine people were executed: three 
Jews: Yusef Franco, Ca Franco and Moses Abenamias - and six 
conversos: Alonso, Lope, Garcia Franco, Juan Franco, Juan de Ocafia 
and Benito Garcia. As was customary, the sentences were read out at the 
auto-da-fé. Those who confessed and did penance were shown mercy and 
had their necks broken before being put to the flames, whereas those who 
died continuing to profess their innocence were “tortured with red hot 
pincers, and burnt alive over a slow fire.” 

Property confiscated from the prisoners was used to finance the 
construction of the monastery of Santo Tomds de Avila, which was 
completed on Thursday, 3 August 1493. 


The martyrdom of the “Holy Child of La Guardia” helped to pave the 
way for the declaration by Catholic Monarchs Ferdinand II of Aragon and 
Isabella I of Castile, a little over four months later, of their intention to 
expel the Jews from Spain. 


King Philip I “the Handsome” of Castile 


Philip I (22 July 1478 - 25 September 1506) son of HRE Maximilian I 
and Duchess Mary of Burgundy called “the Handsome” or “the Fair,” was 
the first member of the House of Habsburg to be King of Castile. 


Reconquista 


The Reconquista (Spanish and Portuguese for the “reconquest”) is the 
period of history of the Iberian Peninsula spanning approximately 770 
years between the Islamic conquest of Hispania in 711 and the fall of the 
last Islamic state in Iberia at Granada to the expanding Christian kingdoms 
in P 

The Granada War (1482-1492) ended with the defeat of Granada and 
its annexation by Castile. In 1492, Muhammad XII of Granada 
surrendered to the Catholic Monarchs Isabella I of Castile and Ferdinand 
II of Aragon, ending Islamic rule on the Iberian peninsula. One of the 
conditions of surrender was that the status and rights of the Jews should be 
respected but this agreement was later broken and the Jews expelled from 
Spain - infer. Altogether possibly more than 200,000 Jews were exiled. 
About 100,000 of the exiled Spanish Jews then went to Portugal - from 
which they were expelled in (496207. 

Spain was unified with the capture of Granada. On 31 March 1492. the 
Edict of Expulsion (also called the Alhambra Decree) was issued. 
Passing the Edict of Expulsion was unusual as two of Isabella and 
Ferdinand's most trusted senior advisors were Jewish - Abraham Senior 
(1410-1512) and Isaac Abrabanel (1437-1508). Abraham Senior was the 
Court rabbi of Castile, and royal tax-farmer-in-chief who brought about the 
marriage of the Infanta Isabella to Ferdinand of Aragon. Isaac Abrabanel 
was a Jewish statesman, banker, and scholar, who was expelled from the 
royal court in Portugal and migrated to Spain, where he entered the service 
of Ferdinand and Isabella as Finance Minister (1484-92) to whom he lent 


money to finance the war against Granada. 

On , more than 300,000 Jews were expelled from Spain, 
ending their five century involvement in the Black hostage trade in that 
region. In fact, the Spanish Sephardic Jews amassed large fortunes dealing 
in Christian slaves and became quite prominent within Spain’s hierarchy. 
They had obtained the most important offices and positions of trust in the 
cabinets and counting houses of the rulers and had maintained great 
influence over the regional trade causing many to believe that the Jews 
exercised an unhealthy domination over the economy of the region. The 
rulers were convinced enough to order all Jews to either convert to 
Christianity or leave Spain. 

After the Expulsion of the Jews from Spain in 1492, many Sephardic 
Jews began to move to Italian cities, whether from the Ottoman Empire or 
directly from the Iberian Peninsula. 


People assume that King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella themselves alone 
financed the incredible journey by Genoesean explorer Cristoforo 
Colombo (Spanish, Cristébal Col6n). But, along with the prominent Rabbi 
Isaac Abarbanel, two usurious “conversos” secured an interest-free loan 
of 17,000 ducats on the hypothecation (i.e. pledge, guaranty, mortgage, 
pawn) of Isabella’s royal jewels to finance the voyage of discovery: Louis 
De Santangel, chancellor of the royal household of king Ferdinand and 
queen Isabella, and Gabriel Sanchez, treasurer of Aragon. 

Many people erroneously theorize that Colombo’s main goal in life was 
to liberate Jerusalem from Muslim control, and that he decided to take his 
historic quest to North America in order to find a new homeland for Jews 
who had been forced out of Spain. But the truth is that Colombo set sail for 
the rich spice markets in Asia. 

The Spanish monarchs had just retaken Spain from the Muslims, and 
refused to trade with them. Now, ever since Constantinople fell in 1453, 
trade with the Indies was controlled by the Muslims, and these tacked on 
their percentage whenever a trade took place. The Spanish royal couple 
realized that if Colombo was correct, they would have access to a new 
trade route that was shorter and safer than any other trade route to the 
Indies. They would more-or-less replace the Muslims as the new 
middlemen as far as trade with the Indies was concerned, and the potential 
riches that would result were astronomical... - but not for the purpose to 
obtaining enough gold to finance a crusade in an effort to take back 
Jerusalem and rebuild the Jewish Holy Temple. Despite concerns from 
their own advisors, they decided to outfit Columbus with three ships and 
enough money to send him west in 1492. 

Before his first great voyage across the Atlantic in 1492. Cristoforo 
Colombo may have consulted a 4' X 6.5' map (or a copy) made in 1491 by 
Henricus Martellus, a German cartographer working in Florence. It 
depicts the Earth’s surface from the Adlantic in the west to Japan in the 
east and is surrounded with descriptions in Latin of various regions and 
civilizations. Colombo sailed west from the Canary Islands hoping to find 
a new trade route to Asia. Writings by Colombo and his son suggest that he 
began searching for Japan in the region where it appears on the Martellus 
map, and that he expected to find the island running north to south, as it 
does on the Martellus map, but not on any other surviving map made 
before his voyage. 

When Colombo arrived on the Bahamas, he thought it was Japan - a 
mistake that would be in keeping with where the Asian country was located 
on Martellus’ map. Martellus’ descriptions for Asia are predominantly 
inspired by the 13" century writings of Marco Polo, while other passages 
are borrowed from Ptolemy, a Greco-Egyptian writer and polymath born in 
around 90 AD. Note: The Martellus map has similarities to a world map 
made by Martin Waldseemiiller in 1507- the first map to apply the name 
“America” to the New World. (One passage of writing included on the 
Martellus map is taken from the “Hortus Sanitatis,” an illustrated 
encyclopedia penned in 1491, and hints that smoking serpents live in 
Africa. A clearer text box over northern Asia describes the “Balor people” 
who “live without wine or wheat and get their nutrients from deer meat.” 
But much of the other text is illegible.) 


The Alhambra Decree 
Until the 15" century, some Jews occupied prominent places in 


Portuguese political and economic life. For example, Isaac ben Judah 
Abrabanel (1437—1508) - from one of the oldest and most distinguished 
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Jewish families in Iberia, who was the treasurer of King Afonso V “o 
Africano” of Portugal (15 January 1432 - 28 August 1481) eldest son of 
King Edward of Portugal by his first wife, Eleanor of Aragon: (Note: 
Afonso ’s second wife would be his niece Joanna la Beltraneja, daughter of 
Henry IV of Castile and Joan of Portugal, the youngest sister of King 
Afonso V of Portugal). 

Many Jews also had an active role in Portuguese culture, and they kept 
their reputation of diplomats and merchants. By this time, Lisbon and 
Evora were home to important Jewish communities. On Saturday, 5 
December 1496, King Manuel I of Portugal signed the decree of 
expulsion of Jews and Muslims to take effect by the end of October of the 
next year. 


NATURZ 


During the Moorish War, Abarbanel had advanced considerable sums 
of money to the king. When the Jews were ordered banished from Spain 
with the Alhambra Decree (also known as the Edict of Expulsion), he did 
all in his power to induce the king to revoke the edict - an edict issued on 
Thursday, , by the joint Catholic Monarchs of Spain 
(Ferdinand II of Aragon and Isabella I of Castile) had ordered the 
expulsion of “practicing Jews” from the Kingdoms of Castile and 
Aragon and its territories and possessions by Sunday, July 31“ of that year. 

The primary purpose was to eliminate their influence on Spain’s large 
converso population, most of whom were insincere in their profession of 
the Christian faith - Crypto-Jews who continued the practice of Judaism 
in secret and were trying to draw other conversos back into the Jewish fold 
- and ensure they did not revert to Judaism. The punishment for any Jew 
who did not convert or leave by the deadline was summary execution. The 
punishment for a non-Jew who sheltered or hid Jews was the confiscation 
of all belongings and hereditary privileges. 

The Sephardi Jews who chose to leave Spain instead of converting 
dispersed throughout the region of North Africa known as the Maghreb, 
intermingling with the already existing Arabic-speaking or Berber-speaking 
Mizrahi Jew communities - becoming the ancestors of the Moroccan, 
Algerian, Tunisian and Libyan Jewish communities. Many Spanish Jews 
also fled to the Ottoman Empire, where they were given refuge. 

A significant number of these Jews later returned to Spain and Portugal. 

On + Columbus set sail from the port in Palos de la 
Frontera West with three ships - the Nifia, Pinta, and Santa Maria. Luis 
de Torres (born Yosef ben HaLevi Halvri) was the voyage’s interpreter. 
Columbus hired de Torres, who spoke Portuguese, Hebrew, Arabic, and 
Aramaic, believing that he could converse with the Jews they would find in 
the court of the Chinese emperor and with the merchants in the markets of 
the Orient. Other Jewish marranos who sailed with Columbus were: 
Roderigo Sanchez De Segovia - Queen Isabel's Inspector; Maestre 
Bernal - a physician, and Marco - a surgeon. All three underwent formal 
“conversion” to Christianity one day before the voyage... - they were joined 
by at least two other marrano Jews who converted on the same day: 
Alfonso De La Calle - a sailor; and Roderigo De Triana - a sailor (first to 
sight land): One of which was a navigator and the other an astronomer. 

They found a village of native Americans, who received them amicably 
and with great honors. When they returned four days later they reported 
smoking tobacco, thereby becoming the first westerners to partake in this 
vice. The fleet set sail back to Spain on [5UAHUARVGASB, leaving Luis de 
Torres and 38 other sailors behind in Cuba, in a settlement that called La 
Navidad. When Columbus returned, on 27 November 1493, he found the 
village destroyed and its inhabitants, including Luis de Torres, all dead. 
(They were, therefore, the first European settler of the New World, except 
for the Norwegian Vikings led by Leif Erikson, who had come to 
Newfoundland in 1000 only to disappear when their colony was 
abandoned for unknown reasons... but his voyages led to the first lasting 
European contact with the Americas) 


A bitter conflict between the Spanish and Ottoman empires dominated 
the second half of the sixteenth century. In this early modern “global” 


24 August 2 was Tisha B’Av, the ninth day of the Hebrew month of Av, the Jewish 
“day of mourning” for the destruction of the First and Second Holy Temples in 
Jerusalem: A day classically associated with destruction and bad fortune for Jews. 
Columbus postponed this original sail date by one day to avoid embarking on the 
holiday, which would have been considered by Jews to be an unlucky day to set sail. 
(Coincidentally or significantly, the day he set forth was the very day that Jews were, 
by law, given the choice of converting, leaving Spain, or being killed.) 
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conflict, intelligence played a key role. The Italian Duchy of Milan, home 
to Simon Sacerdoti (c.1540-1600), a Jew, had fallen to Spain. Sacerdoti, 
the scion of one of Milan’s wealthiest and best-connected Sephardic 
families had access to secret information through various contacts in Italy 
and North-Africa. Such intelligence was highly valuable to Spanish forces, 
and Philip If of Spain (1527-1598) was personally interested in it. 
However, this required Sacerdoti to serve an empire - Spain - with a long 
history of harming the Jews, and to spy on the Ottomans, widely 
considered as the Jews’ supporters at the time. Philip’s tyrannies had 
alienated him from the goodwill of both the Jews and the Moors. 


Marrano Jew Cristofro Colomb and Slavery 

In (499, the first Jews arrived in the Americas along with Columbus 
and we also know that Jews newly-converted to Christianity were among 
the first Spaniards to arrive in Mexico with Conquistador Hernando 
Cortez in . In fact, so many Jewish conversos came to Mexico 
that the Spanish made a rule precluding anyone who could not 
prove Catholic ancestry for four generations back from migrating 
there. Needless to say, the Inquisition soon followed to make sure these 
Jewish conversos were not really heretics, and burnings at the stake 
became a regular feature of life in Mexico City. 
As for North America, the recorded Jewish history there begins in 1654 with the 
arrival in New Amsterdam (later to be known as New York) of 23 Jewish refugees 
from Recife, Brazil (where the Dutch had just lost their possessions to the 
Portuguese). New Amsterdam was also a Dutch possession, but the governor, 
Peter Stuyvesant, did not want the Jews there. The only reasons the Jews were not 
turned away was that the Dutch West Indian Company, which was heavily 
depended on Jewish investments, blocked it. 


DM 


Throughout the history of “the practice of slave-trade” - whether 
directly or indirectly involved, Jews have been among the most 
important slave dealers in European society - being the principal 
flesh-merchants in the purchase and sale of human beings. In 
1460, when Jews were “the masters of the nautical sciences” in 
Portugal, that nation was importing 700-800 slaves yearly. The 
success of these medieval merchants was enhanced by their supreme 
linguistic abilities. They spoke Arabic, Persian, Roman, 
Frankish, Spanish, and Slavonic and “displayed business acumen 
far in advance of the times.” 

The Jews have been playing a sinister self-serving manipulative 
role _in America since Marrano Jew Cristofro (Christophé) 
Colomb son of Domingo Colon and Susanna Fontanarossa (daughter 
of Jacobo Abraham, a Jew) had discovered the new world Colomb’s first 
journey, in 9@@3, was a mission to capture gold but he kidnapped 
Arawak Indians along with gold nuggets, exotic birds, and grain. 
Since then [ ] their cruel exploitations have caused the 
extermination of numerous Native American nations — a 
shame they falsely blame Europeans for. And, their slave trader has 
caused the death of an estimated 100 million African 
victims — a shame they falsely blame Europeans for. 

Slavery is forbidden in religions, such as Christianity, Islam, 
Buddhism, but not in Judaism. In Judaism slave ownership was 
not only lawful but a religious obligation and is encouraged by 
Moses’ commandment. 

44 Both thy male bondsman and female bondmaids, whom thou shalt 
have, are to come from the heathen nations around you; from them you 
may buy slaves. 45 Moreover, of the children of the strangers that do 
sojourn among you, you may also buy, and members of their families 
begat within your country, and they will become thy possession. 4° You 
can bequeath them to your children as inherited property - and can 
make them slaves for life; but ye must not thus rule over your brethren, 
the Israelites, ruthlessly. 


Leviticus 25:44-46 


The devsirme (“blood tax” or “child collection”) 

The Islamic Near East extensively relied upon professional slave 
soldiers, and was known for having them compose the core of armies. The 
institution was conceived out of political predicaments and reflected the 
attitudes of the time, and was not indicative of political decline or financial 
bankruptcy. Slave units were desired because of their unadulterated loyalty 
to the ruler, since they were imported and therefore couldn’t threaten the 
throne with local loyalties or alliances. 

Slavery was an important part of Ottoman society. The Byzantine- 
Ottoman wars and the Ottoman wars in Europe brought large numbers of 
Christian slaves into the Ottoman Empire. In the middle of the 14" 
century, Murad I built his own personal “slave army” called the 
Kapikulu. The new force was based on the sultan’s right to a fifth of 
the war booty, which he interpreted to include captives taken in battle. 
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The captive slaves were converted to Islam and trained in the sultan’s 
personal service. 

In the devsirme (“blood tax” or “child collection”), young 
Christian boys from Anatolia and the Balkans were taken away from their 
homes and families, converted to Islam and enlisted into special soldier 
classes of the Ottoman army. These soldier classes were named 

, the most famous branch of the Kapikulu. The Janissaries 
eventually became a decisive factor in the Ottoman military conquests 
in Europe. 

Between (ZSSHAGAGT almost 2100 Black slaves were shipped from 
Portugal to the prominent Mediterranean port city of Valencia, located 
near Islamic territories in the late-15" century. A Black African 
confraternity was founded in Valencia in 1472 by forty black freedmen that 
collected alms and negotiated contracts of manumission on behalf of their 
fellows in captivity. 

By the end of the 15" century, Spain held the largest population of Black 
Africans in Europe, with a small, but growing community of Black ex- 
slaves. In the mid-16" century Spain imported up to 2000 Black African 
slaves annually through Portugal - and, by 1565, most of Seville’s 6327 
slaves (out of a total population of 85,538) were black Africans. 

There were approximately 130,000 Muslims - or about forty percent of 
the total population - living in Valencia. Valencia boasted a slave 
population of pronounced religious and ethnic diversity: captive Moors 
and penally enslaved Mudejars, Greeks, Tartars, Russians, Circassians, 
and a growing population of Black Africans. By the end of the 15" 
century, Black Africans comprised as much as forty percent of the slave 
population of Valencia - a religiously and ethnically pluralistic society of 
enslaved men, women, and children, who were brought to the Valencian 
marketplace and sold - characterized, in contrast to urban Italian slavery, 
by a preponderance of male slaves (due to the continuing war and raiding 
activities that provided a great number of the Valencian slaves), and by a 
considerable number of Black Africans, brought from the western coast of 
Africa by Portuguese explorers. 

At least 3000 American Indians are known to have been shipped to 
Europe between 1493-and-1501 by the Colomb Expeditions, with the likely 
total being possibly double that. Most were sent to the Seville area, where 
they seem to show up in the slave markets as Negroes. They were then 
shipped from Spain to Africa as commodity for African resources. 

Queen Isabella provided Cristofro Colomb with seventeen ships, 1500 
men, cannons, crossbows, guns, and attack dogs for the second voyage. 
Colomb’s new mission was to conquer the West. When he returned to Haiti 
and South America in 1493, he not only took raw materials and resources 
but he abducted women. After a short time the Arawaks resisted Colomb 
and on Monday, Q5Q§MAFEHRIAIS Columbus slaughtered thousands of 
Arawak natives of men, women, and babies. Colomb also rounded up 1500 
Arawaks and shipped them to Spain. 

Cristofro Colomb became the first man known in history to send the first 
slaves across the Atlantic. Other nations rushed to emulate him. In 1501 the 
Portuguese began to depopulate the Beotuk Indians to Cape Verde as 
slaves. The Indian slavery destroyed the Natchez, Yamasee, and Pequot 
nations. Because of this, the first African slave raid took place in 1505 and 
was spearheaded by Colomb’s son. 

When the Indians of America began dying and committing suicide the 
labor was replaced with slaves from the Sahara in West Africa. Also, the 
gold and silver that Cristofro Colomb extracted from America fueled a 
400% inflation that eroded the economies of non-European nations and 
helped Europe to develop a global market system. Africa suffered a great 
economical blow. The Trans-Saharan trade collapsed because America 
supplied more precious gems than the African West Coast. African traders 
now only had one commodity that Europe wanted, slaves! African Sultans 
thus sold their own Black people into slavery to Whites. 

It is safe to say that Cristofro Colomb is solely responsible for the 
slavery of the Moors from West to East and from East to West. 


Girolamo Savonarola 


Abrabanel and the Spanish Monarchy 

Abrabanel unsuccessfully offered the king 30,000 ducats ($68,400 
nominal value). He eventually left Spain with his fellow Jews and went to 
Naples where, soon after, he entered the service of the king. For a short 
time he lived in peace undisturbed; but when the city was taken by the 
French, bereft of all his possessions, he followed the young king, Alfonso 
of Aragon (4 November 1448 - 18 December 1495) eldest child of 
Ferdinand I of Naples by his first wife, Isabella of Clermont, in 1495, to 
Messina; then went to Corfu; and in 1496 settled in Monopoli, and lastly 
in 1503 settled in Venice, where his services were employed in negotiating 
a commercial treaty between Portugal and the Venetian republic. 

Several times during the mid-to-late-15" century, he personally spent 
large amounts of his personal fortunes to bribe the Spanish Monarchy to 
permit the Jews to remain in Spain. It is claimed that Abarbanel offered 
them 600,000 crowns for the revocation of the edict. It is said also that 
Ferdinand II hesitated, but was prevented from accepting the offer by 

was named Inquisitor General of Valencia, 

, and Catalonia, who dashed into the royal presence and, throwing a 

crucifix down before the king and queen, asked whether, like Judas, they 

would betray their Lord for money. In the end, he managed only to get the 
date for the expulsion to be extended by two days. 

As mentioned, on Saturday, SDSGSMBERMA9G, because a clause of the 
contract of marriage between himself and Isabella, Princess of Asturias 
stipulated he do so in order to win her hand, King Manuel I of Portugal 
younger brother of King Afonso V of Portugal decreed that all Jews must 
convert to Catholicism or leave the country. Isabella, Princess of Asturias 
(2 October 1470 - 23 August 1498) was the eldest daughter and heiress 
presumptive of King Ferdinand II of Aragon and Queen Isabella I of 
Castile - her younger sisters were: Queen Joanna I “the Mad” (Juana la 
Loca) of Castile wife of Philip I the Handsome of the house of Habsburg 
son of Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian I and Marie de Bourgogne, 
Duchess of Burgundy; Catherine, Queen of England first wife of second 
Tudor monarch King Henry VIII of England (third child and second son 
of Henry VII and Elizabeth of York), who initiated the English Reformation 
by separating the Church of England from papal authority and appointing 
himself the Supreme Head of the Church of England: Despite his resulting 


25 The Jews were expelled from Spain on 2 August 1492, and from Portugal in 1497. 
Many of these Jews emigrated to Holland, where they set up the Dutch West Indies 
Trading Company (and the Dutch East Indies Trading Company) to exploit the New 
World. 
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excommunication, Henry remained a believer in core Catholic theological 
teachings; and Spanish Infanta Maria, Queen of Portugal, second wife of 
King Manuel I of Portugal: (Note: Manuel's third wife would be his niece 
Eleanor of Austria, eldest child of Philip of Austria and Joanna of Castile). 

Manuel had grown up amidst conspiracies of the Portuguese upper 
nobility against King Joao II “o Principe Perfeito” son of King Afonso V 
of Portugal by his wife, Infanta Isabella of Coimbra - second cousins, who 
was known for re-establishing the power of the Portuguese throne, 
reinvigorating the Portuguese economy, and renewing his country’s 
exploration of Africa and the Orient. Manuel was aware of many people 
being killed and exiled. His older brother Diogo, Duke of Viseu, was leader 
of the upper nobility against the King’s policies - Joao II accused him of 
high treason and personally stabbed him to death in 1484 himself. 
Showing Manuel his brother’s body, Joao promised him that he would 
consider him his own son - and, at that moment, Manuel inherited his 
brother Diogo’s titles and estates. 

Manuel proved a worthy successor to his cousin Joao I for his support 
of Portuguese exploration of the Atlantic Ocean and the development of 
Portuguese commerce. During his reign, the discovery of a maritime route 
to India by Vasco da Gama (c. 1460s - 24 December 1524) in (998 - the 
first to link Europe and Asia by an ocean route, connecting the Atlantic and 
the Indian oceans and, therefore, the West and the Orient - opening the way 
for an age of global imperialism; and the discovery of Brazil by Pedro 
Alvares Cabral (c. 1467-68 - c. 1520) in 1500 were realized: (Marrano 
Jew Cristofro Colomb had reached the New World during his first voyage 
in 1492). 


In ae suggestion of Dominican confessor to the 
king, , and as part a greater goal by King Ferdinand 
and Queen Isabella to rid of peninsula of Muslims to create “religious 
uniformity” and “monolithic Catholic Christian unity,” King 

ordered all Muslim subjects to leave without any apparent 
provocation. The Portuguese government originally planned to forcibly 
convert or execute Muslims as they had done to Jews, but fear of retaliation 
from Muslim kingdoms in North Africa led the king to settle on 
deportations instead. 

Now, there is significant proof that although the majority of Muslims left 
Portugal prior to 1497, some yet held allodial lands and property, but royal 
permission was necessary before they could sell these lands and properties 
to Christians. Many others, however, held houses and shops in leasehold, 
paying a yearly rent to a permanent owner and were entitled to occupy 
them for a stipulated period of time - even unto three generations. A 
number of Muslim leaseholders throughout Portugal sold their leases to 
Christians between , including sales in Evora. 


“She-Wolf of Romagna” 

A third conspiracy, organized by Giovanni Antonio Ghetti and some of 
Caterina’s own children, finally succeeded in killing Feo on the evening of 
Tuesday, when he and Caterina and their entourage were 
returning to Forli from a hunting trip. Caterina and her daughter, Bianca, 
and some of her ladies-in-waiting led the group in a carriage, while Feo, 
along with Sforza’s sons, Ottaviano and Cesare, and many staffieri and 
soldiers followed on horseback. As they approached the Schiavonia gate 
into Forli, Feo was cut off from the others by the agents of the conspirators, 
stabbed and beaten to death. Caterina Sforza escaped to the safety of 
Ravaldino. 

The same day, Ghetti went to Caterina, thinking that she had secretly 
given the order to kill Giacomo. Ghetti thought he would be regarded as a 
liberator of the city, but Caterina, who was unaware of the plot, responded 
swiftly to avenge Feo’s murder. And her revenge was terrible. When her 
first husband was murdered, she avenged his death according to the justice 
of the time; now she reacted with vindictive fury. Caterina was not satisfied 
with mere executions - their deaths had to be among the most cruel and 
painful. She not only prosecuted the wives and mistresses of the 
conspirators, but she also sought out the children, even those in early 
infancy, and all were summarily tortured and executed. Thirty-eight people 
were executed for the crime - and many others imprisoned or exiled. 

Caterina’s fury blinded her to the politics that had inspired the plot. It 
had involved almost all the supporters of Ottaviano Riario, who were 
convinced that Caterina had given her tacit consent to the killing of the man 
who was considered the “usurper” of the state’s rightful ruler. They had 
wanted to uphold the power of the Riario family. Caterina, as a result of 
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the massacre which followed the assassination of Giacomo Feo, lost the 
good will of her people forever. 

Feo’s death did not diminish the power of Ottaviano’s mother, who 
continued to make decisions on his behalf. Ottaviano was employed twice 
by the Florentines as a condottiero to defend Florentine interests. He was 
offered 15,000 florins in {97 and 10,000 in (899. Niccolé Machiavelli 
undertook negotiations on the second occasion. Ottaviano was still only the 
nominal leader, as the actual negotiations were conducted with Caterina. 
However, Ottaviano personally commanded small forces in these local 
wars. In 1498 he took part in the Siege of Pisa with 100 men-at-arms and 
100 light horse. In M99 he aided Ludovico Sforza, who was at war with 
the French and Venetians. At this point the Borgias decided to intervene - 
and Pope Alexander VI sent his son Cesare Borgia to capture Imola and 
Forli, claiming that dues had not been paid. 


Erasmus 

The Dutch monk Desiderius Erasmus of Rotterdam (28 October 1466 - 
12 July 1536), a port city in the province of South Holland, the Netherlands 
(28 October 1466 -12 July 1536) son of Geert of Gouda, a Catholic priest 
and curate, and his house-keeper Margaretha Rutgers, daughter of a 
physician from Zevenbergen - they both died of plague in 1483, being born 
out of wedlock, was the greatest Christian humanist philosopher of the 
Northern European Renaissance, hailed for his supposed ‘cosmopolitism’ 
and ‘tolerance’ in an age of religious conflict. 

Erasmus was given the highest education available to a young man of his 
day, in a series of monastic or semi-monastic schools - being sent with his 
older brother Peter to one of the best Latin schools in the Netherlands. For 
the first time ever Greek was taught at a lower level than a university in 
Europe, and this is where he began learning it. He also gleaned there the 
importance of a personal relationship with God but eschewed the harsh 
rules and strict methods of the religious brothers and educators. His 
education there ended when plague struck the city about 1483, and his 
mother, who had moved there to provide a home for her sons, died of the 
infection. 

In 1492, poverty forced Erasmus into the monastery - and he was 
ordained to the Catholic priesthood and (about age 25) took vows as an 
Augustinian canon at Steyn (1492-95), but he never seemed to have 
actively worked as a priest for a longer time, and certain tenets of 
monasticism were among the chief objects of his attack in his lifelong 
assault upon Church excesses. While at Steyn, Erasmus (age 21) is 
supposed to have fallen in love with a fellow monk, Servatius Rogerus, 
and wrote a series of nine passionate letters - all written in (AS788 - in 
which he called Rogerus “half my soul.” He also wrote: “I have wooed 
you both unhappily and relentlessly.” 

Later, while in Paris tutoring two young English noblemen, Thomas 
Grey and Robert Fisher. Grey’s guardian, a Scotsman who appears to have 
been a representative of the Scottish crown, became angry with him and he 
was suddenly terminated the relationship. The conjecture is that the 
guardian suspected Erasmus of having homosexual designs upon young 
Grey. The guardian might well have expected that, as an Augustinian 
canon, Erasmus should maintain a frugal lifestyle, living at the college 
reserved for poor students. Erasmus had started there, but the poor food, 
unsanitary conditions, and brutal discipline impelled him to find better 
accommodations. Perhaps the guardian felt that Erasmus had violated his 
vow of poverty by seeking more comfortable accommodations. However, 
the Scotsman might well have thought Erasmus’ culinary fastidiousness to 
be incompatible with his vow of poverty: Throughout his life, Erasmus 
refused to eat the filthy, rotten food that so many Europeans of his time had 
accommodated themselves to. He insisted on fresh food and decent wine, 
which goes a long way to explaining why he outlived all his 
contemporaries: (Wine was the Renaissance medicine for gallstones, from 
which Erasmus suffered). An even better reason for the guardian’s anger 
might have been Erasmus’ possible visits to the Paris prostitutes - the 
Latin quarter, home of the students of the university, teemed with 
prostitutes: “That Erasmus, eager and diligent student as he surely was, did 
not entirely escape the allurements of the Latin quarter is plain from later 
references of his own.” 

No personal denunciation was made of Erasmus during his lifetime, 
however, and he took pains in later life to distance these earlier episodes by 
condemning sodomy in his works, and praising sexual desire in marriage 
between men and women. More-so, he never published anything positive 
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about homosexuality. 

In (92495, he went on to study at the University of Paris, in the Collége 
de Montaigu, a centre of reforming zeal - and then the chief seat of 
Scholastic learning, but already coming under the influence of Renaissance 
humanism. In he was invited to England, making of lifelong 
friendships with the leaders of English thought in the days of King Henry 
VU: John Colet, Sir Thomas More, John Fisher, Thomas Linacre and 
William Grocyn. Despite a chronic shortage of money, he succeeded in 
learning Greek by intensive, day-and-night study of three years, 
continuously begging his friends to send him books and money for teachers 
in his letters. 

From {506HONI509, he was in Italy: In 1506 he graduated as Doctor of 
Divinity at the Turin University. Erasmus mention “sharing a mattress” 
with Venetian natural philosopher, Giulio Camillo (c. 1480-1544), but, 
apart from this, he had a less active association with Italian scholars than 
might have been expected. His residence at Leuven, where he lectured at 
the Catholic University, exposed Erasmus to much criticism from those 
ascetics, academics and clerics hostile to the principles of literary and 
religious reform and the loose norms of the Renaissance adherents to which 
he was devoting his life. However, feeling that the lack of sympathy which 
prevailed at Leuven at that time was actually a form of mental persecution, 
he sought refuge in Basel - a city in northwestern Switzerland on the river 
Rhine, where under the shelter of Swiss hospitality he could express 
himself freely. Admirers from all quarters of Europe visited him there and 
he was surrounded by devoted friends. 

Only when he had mastered Latin did he begin to express himself on 
major contemporary themes in literature and religion. He tried to free the 
methods of scholarship from the rigidity and formalism of medieval 
traditions, but he was not satisfied with this. His revolt against certain 
forms of Christian monasticism and scholasticism was not based on 
doubts about the truth of doctrine, nor from hostility to the organization of 
the Church itself, nor from rejection of celibacy or monastical lifestyles. 
He saw himself as a preacher of righteousness by an appeal to reason, 
applied frankly and without fear of the magisterium. He always intended to 
remain faithful to Catholic doctrine, and therefore was convinced he could 
criticize frankly virtually everyone and everything. 

Erasmus chose to write in Greek and Latin, the languages of scholars. 
He had been working for years on two projects - a collation of Greek texts 
and a fresh Latin New Testament. In [J599, he began his work on this Latin 
New Testament. He collected all the Vulgate manuscripts he could find to 
create a critical edition. In a way it is legitimate to say that Erasmus 
“synchronized” or “unified” the Greek and the Latin traditions of the New 
Testament by producing an updated version of either simultaneously. 

Erasmus lived against the backdrop of the growing European religious 
Reformation, but while he was critical of the abuses within the Catholic 
Church and called for reform, he kept his distance from Martin Luther and 
Melanchthon and continued to recognize the authority of the pope, 
emphasizing a “middle way” with a deep respect for traditional faith, piety 
and grace, rejecting Luther’s emphasis on faith alone. Erasmus remained a 
member of the Roman Catholic Church all his life, remaining committed to 
reforming the Church and its clerics’ abuses from within. He also held to 
the Catholic doctrine of “free will,” which some Reformers rejected in 
favor of the “doctrine of predestination.” His “middle road” approach 
disappointed and even angered scholars in both camps. 


Il Popolano e il Tigre di Forli 

In 1496, the ambassador of the Republic of Florence, Giovanni “il 
Popolano” de' Medici second son of Pierfrancesco de' Medici the Elder 
(son of Lorenzo the Elder and Ginevra Cavalcanti - and nephew of Cosimo 
de' Medici and cousin to Piero di Cosimo “il Gottoso” de' Medici, de facto 
lords of Florence from 1459) and Laudomia Acciaioli, paid a visit to 
Caterina Sforza. The second son of Pierfrancesco “il Vecchio” de' Medici, 
he belonged to a collateral branch of the Medici family. Along with his 
older brother Lorenzo, he had been sent into exile because of his open 
hostility toward their cousin Piero, who succeeded his father Lorenzo “il 
Magnifico” de' Medici in the government of Florence. In (994, when 
Charles VIII invaded Italy, Piero was forced to sign a treaty which allowed 
the French army to move freely into the Kingdom of Naples. Once the 
people of Florence were liberated, they deposed Piero and proclaimed a 
Republic. Giovanni and his brother were able to return to their homeland. 
They renounced the Medici surname and took the name of Popolano. The 


Florentine government appointed Giovanni as ambassador to Forli. 

In (497 Giovanni de' Medici married Lady Caterina Sforza of Forli and 
Imola - and they had a son - the last of her children, baptized Ludovico, 
after his mother’s uncle, the Duke of Milan: However, soon after 
Giovanni’s death, Caterina re-christened the baby Giovanni - and he 
became a condottiero known as Giovanni delle Bande Nere (5 April 1498 
— 30 November 1526). From an early age, he demonstrated great interest 
and ability in physical activity, especially the martial arts of the age: horse 
riding, sword-fighting, etc.; committing his first murder at the age of 
twelve, and being twice banished from the city of Florence for his unruly 
behavior, including involvement in the sodomy rape of a sixteen-year-old 
boy - Giovanni being about thirteen at the time. Giovanni’s premature 
death after being hit by a shot from a falconet, the ball shattering his right 
leg above the knee which had to be amputated, metaphorically signaled 
the end of the age of the condottieri, as their mode of fighting (which 
emphasized armored knights on horseback) was rendered practically 
obsolete by the introduction of the mobile field cannon. He is therefore 
known as the last of the great Italian condottieri. 

Meanwhile, affairs between Florence and Venice were getting worse and 
Caterina, who occupied the main route between the two cities, prepared her 
defenses. She sent a contingent of knights to the aid of Florence, led by her 
husband, Giovanni de' Medici, her eldest son, Ottaviano Riario, and 
accompanied by men she had trained herself. Giovanni became seriously ill 
and was compelled to leave the battlefield: On Wednesday, 

, Giovanni died in the presence of Caterina, who had been summoned 
urgently to attend him. Giovanni’s death left Caterina alone to face the 
Borgias. 

Training the militia was executed by the Countess in person. To find 
additional money and troops, she wrote to her uncle Ludovico, the 
Republic of Florence and the neighbouring states who were her allies. Only 
the Dukes of Milan and Mantua sent a small contingent of soldiers to aid 
her. 

After an initial attack by the Venetians, which inflicted severe 
destruction, Caterina's army managed to outmaneuver them. Afterwards, 
the war continued with minor skirmishes until the Venetians were able to 
circumvent Forli to reach Florence by another route. Because of this 
staunch defence, Caterina Sforza gained the nickname of “La Tigre” (“The 
Tiger’). 

In the meantime, King Louis XII of France son of Duke Charles of 
Orléans and his third wife, German Princess Marie of Cleves claimed the 
rights both to the Duchy of Milan as a grandson of Sovereign Countess 
Valentina Visconti of Vertus daughter of Duke Gian Galeazzo Visconti of 
Milan and Isabella of France, and to the Kingdom of Naples as heir to the 
House of Anjou. Before starting his campaign in Italy, Louis XII secured 
an alliance with Savoy, the Republic of Venice and Pope Alexander VI. In 
the summer of 1499, he came to Italy with a formidable army; without 
having to fight a single battle, he occupied Piedmont, as well as Genoa and 
Cremona. On Friday, Q§OG(BEMN499, he settled in Milan, which had been 
abandoned the previous month by Duke Ludovico, who fled to the Tyrol 
under the protection of his nephew-by-marriage HRE Maximilian I. 

Alexander VI allied himself with Louis XII in return for the King’s 
support in establishing Alexander’s son, Duke Cesare Borgia of 
Valentinois, as ruler in Romagna. Alexander issued a Papal Bull on 
Thursday, to invalidate the investiture of the feudal lords, 
including Caterina. When the French army left Milan with Cesare to begin 
the conquest of Romagna, Ludovico Maria Sforza detto “il Moro” 
regained the Duchy with the help of the Austrians. 

Caterina sought relief from Florence against the approaching French 
army, but Florence was threatened by the Pope, so she was left alone to 
defend herself. She immediately began to recruit and train many soldiers 
and began to store weapons, ammunition and food. She reinforced the 
defences, especially that of Ravaldino where she resided and which was 
already considered impenetrable. She also sent her children to Florence. 

On Friday, 2QINGVEMBEMIAGD, Cesare Borgia arrived in Imola. The city 
gates were opened by the inhabitants, and he was able to take possession, 
after having conquered the fortress where the castellan Dionigi Naldi of 
Brisighella had resisted for several days. After seeing what had happened 
there, Caterina asked the people of Forli if they also wanted to capitulate to 
Borgia, or if they wanted to be defended and endure the resulting siege. 
Because the people hesitated in answering, Caterina absolved the citizens 
of Forli of their oath of fealty, and sealed herself in Ravaldino. 
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On Tuesday, (OMDECEMBEMEAGS, the Duke of Valentinois also took 
possession of Forli and began the siege of the fortress. Caterina repeatedly 
refused all offers of peace, from Cesare and from Cardinal Raffaele 
Sansoni Galeoti Riario son of Antonio Sansoni and Violante Riario - a 
niece of Francesco della Rovere, who became Pope Sixtus IV in 1471. In 
response, Cesare offered 10,000 ducats for her, dead or alive. Caterina tried 
to capture Cesare when he came near the fortress to talk to her, but the 
attempt failed. 

For several days the artillery of both factions engaged in a mutual 
bombardment: Caterina’s cannon inflicted heavy losses on the French 
army, but the French artillery damaged the defences of the main fortress - 
which had been poorly built - more-so, defense operations were 
misdirected by Giovanni da Casale. What was destroyed during the day 
was rebuilt during the night. The besieged also found the time to play and 
dance. 

As time passed without decisive results, Cesare changed his tactics. His 
troops bombarded the walls of the fortress continuously, even at night. 
After six days, they opened two breaches in the walls. On Tuesday, 12 

, his forces stormed the fortress. The defence of the besieged 
city was desperate and there were incidents of extreme violence on both 
sides. In particular, da Casale let a large number of the enemy penetrate 
inside a tower, then fire the dust, causing the death of his soldiers who were 
there-in. But it was da Casale himself, who, having realized the uselessness 
of such a desperate resistance, gave the sign of surrender, even without 
asking Caterina’s opinion - who later labeled him a traitor. 

The bloody battle was quick and decisive, and Caterina continued to 
resist herself fighting with weapons in hand until she was taken prisoner. 
Among the gentlemen who were caught together with her, was her 
secretary, Marcantonio Baldraccani. Immediately she surrendered herself 
to Bailli Antoine Bissey of Dijon as a prisoner of the French, as she knew 
there was a law that prevented French forces from holding women as 
prisoners of war. 

Following Caterina’s resistance, she had to face Borgia’s fury. He 
obtained custody of Caterina from the outstanding French general, Yves 
d’Allégre, who had been sent by Louis XII in command of 300 lancers, 
promising that he would treat her not as a prisoner but as a guest. Caterina 
and her entourage were therefore forced to go with the army that was 
preparing to conquer Pesaro. The conquest had to be postponed because on 
Monday, , Ludovico detto “il Moro” returned to Milan, forcing 
French troops to turn back. Cesare departed alone with the Papal army for 
Rome, where he took Caterina. In Rome, she was held in the Belvedere 
Palace. Towards the end of March, Caterina tried to escape but she was 
discovered and immediately imprisoned at Castel Sant’Angelo - used by 
the popes as a fortress and castle. 

Caterina remained imprisoned until Sunday, BOMU@HEMSON, when she was 
released by Yves d’ Allegre, who had come to Rome with the army of King 
Louis XII of France for the conquest of the Kingdom of Naples. To justify 
Caterina’s imprisonment, Pope Alexander VI accused her of trying to kill 
him in November 1499 with letters impregnated with poison, as a response 
to the Papal bull which had deprived the Countess of her fiefdoms - in the 
meantime, his son Cesare, with the acquisition of Pesaro, Rimini and 
Faenza, was appointed Duke of Romagna. 

After a brief stay in the residence of Cardinal Riario, Caterina embarked 
from Livorno, on the western coast of Tuscany, to Florence, where her 
children were waiting for her. For many years she conducted a legal battle 
against her brother-in-law Lorenzo de' Medici for the custody of her son 
Giovanni, who was entrusted to him during her detention. In 1504, her son 
was finally returned to her, because the judge recognized that her 
confinement as a prisoner of war was not comparable to the detention of a 
criminal. 

Upon regaining her liberty following her imprisonment in Rome, she led 
a quiet life in Florence. 

With the death of Pope Alexander VI on Tuesday, 

Cesare Borgia lost all his power. This reopened the possibility of restoring 
to power all the old feudal lords of the Romagna who had been deposed. 

Caterina lost no time in sending letters to adherents, and pleaded her case 
to “warrior” Pope Julius IT (born Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere son of 
Rafaello della Rovere - the brother of Leonardo della Rovere) in her own 
name and that of her son Ottaviano Riario. The new Pope was favourable 
to restoring the lordships of Imola and Forli to the Riarios, but the populace 
of both cities declared that a majority of the people opposed the return of 
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the Countess, so that the domain passed instead to Antonio Maria Ordelaffi 
on Thursday, 

After having lost her last chance to return to her former power, Caterina 
spent the last years of her life dedicated to her children, in particular to her 
youngest son Giovanni (her favourite and the most like her in personality 
and character), her grandchildren, her “experiments” in alchemy, and her 
correspondence with former friends of hers in the Romagna and relatives in 
the Milanese court. 

In the final years of her life, she confided to a monk: “Se io potessi 
scrivere tutto, farei stupire il mondo” (“If I could write everything, I would 
shock the world’). 

In April 1509 Caterina was stricken by a severe case of pneumonia. She 
appeared to have recovered, but had a relapse of the disease... - and she 
died on Friday, 28 May 1509. Her body was placed in a small tomb in the 
chapel of Le Murate in Florence, a convent of nuns whom Caterina had 
befriended during her time in that city, and where she had kept a cell as a 
spiritual retreat. During the 1830s the nuns were forced to leave the 
property, and in 1845 it was redesigned as a prison. Sometime during this 
renovation, Caterina’s body was lost. 


Cesare Borgia, Leonardo da Vinci and Niccolé Machiavelli 

During the latter half of (502, when the Italian Renaissance was at its 
height, three of its most distinguished yet disparate figures traveled 
together through the remote hilly region of the Romagna region, in north- 
eastern Italy. The youthful Cesare Borgia (1475-1507), backed by his 
father Pope Alexander VI (1431-1503), was leading a military campaign 
whose aim was to carve out his own personal princedom, brutally seizing 
city-after-city in the name of his father before consigning their leaders to 
particularly grisly deaths. 

When Borgia started menacing the proud city-state of Florence, it sent 
two unlikely emissaries to appease him: Niccol6 Machiavelli (age 33) and 
Leonardo da Vinci (age 50). Borgia briefly employed Leonardo da Vinci 
(1452-1519) as his military architect and chief engineer between 

, to reinforce the castles and defences in the region as well as to 
construct a number of revolutionary new military machines, which he had 
designed in his notebooks: Cesare provided Leonardo with an unlimited 
pass to inspect and direct all ongoing and planned construction in his 
domain. 

Accompanying this unlikely duo was the enigmatic figure of Niccold 
Machiavelli (1469-1527), who had been dispatched by the Florentine 
authorities as an emissary to the traveling ‘court’ with instructions to 
ingratiate himself with Borgia and, as far as possible, discover his 
intentions towards Florence whose position to the west, just across the 
Apennine mountains, left it particularly vulnerable to Borgia’s territorial 
ambitions. 

Machiavelli had been instructed to send regular diplomatic dispatches 
back to Florence, reporting on all he had discovered. Machiavelli well 
understood that Borgia was intercepting these dispatches and reading them 
himself, discarding those he felt should not be sent. As a result, Machiavelli 
would often resort to alluding in the most oblique form to what was 
actually taking place. Borgia, a man whose considerable intellect matched 
his reputation for treachery and violence, was not fooled by this. He knew 
that the Florentine authorities would certainly have established a simple 
code with Machiavelli before he had set out. Remarks about the mountains, 
the local people, the weather and even the state of Machiavelli’s 
accommodation might all refer to vital intelligence. 

Though everyone knew Machiavelli was a spy, there was something 
wittily subversive in his character which seemed to appeal to them. This 
also appealed to Borgia himself: here was a man of some learning, whose 
intellect matched his own, who genuinely appeared more interested in 
discussing philosophical ideas than in performing the task of a mere envoy. 
Such a man was rare company among the rough and ready mercenary 
commanders with whom Borgia was surrounded. And, unlike his 
commanders, in a curious way he knew that he could trust Machiavelli, 
man-to-man: up-to-a-point, that is. Many of Borgia’s most daring and 
sensational plans relied upon the notion of secrecy and betrayal, elements 
which he was not even willing to pass on to his military commanders until 
the last moment, when there was no chance of such secrecy being 
compromised. 


Borgia’s reasons for hiring Leonardo da Vinci were obvious. Besides 
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being known as a great artist of refined sensibilities, he had already 
established himself as the most ingenious and talented military engineer in 
Italy. Leonardo was going through something of a crisis at this time. He 
had grown tired of painting - so much so that he had already become 
notorious for leaving canvases and frescoes unfinished because he had 
‘solved’ their difficulties and they thus no longer interested him. Thus, he 
abandoned painting to face the rigours as well as the dangers of campaign 
life with a man as notorious as Borgia simply for the opportunity to pursue 
his inventive and ingenious scientific pursuits - which he secretly jotted 
down in his coded notebooks. 

Many of Leonardo’s most accomplished and ingenious creations 
literally disappeared into the air - intricate ice sculptures, technically 
sophisticated machines which would explode into fireworks, sensational 
dramatic stage devices which would be discarded after the night’s 
performance. 

All those ingenious devices... the working machines (from helicopters 
to submarines)... the screws, the gears, the ‘odometer’ (for the precise 
measuring of distances, invented for Borgia), all this came to nothing... in 
any event, his notebooks would be sold off after Leonardo’s death, 
sometimes a few separated sheets at a time, to rich collectors. These 
souvenir hunters had no conception of what Leonardo’s notebooks were 
about and regarded them merely as curiosities of genius. They could not 
even read the mirror-written Latin instructions beside the drawings, a 
simple code whose secretive crabbed script was not fully deciphered until 
well over a century later. The waste is inestimable. 

Leonardo seemed to be attracted to, and do his best work for, men of 
powerful and unpredictable temperament who nonetheless allowed him 
freedom to develop his own ideas in between his undemanding public 
duties. In his time, Leonardo da Vinci would be employed by some of the 
most powerful and flamboyant figures of his age - ranging from Lorenzo 
the Magnificent of Florence to Galleazzo ‘il Moro’ Sforza, who murdered 
his way to becoming Duke of Milan; from the young Francois I of France, 
king of the most powerful nation in Europe, and to Cesare Borgia, a man 
whose misdeeds were of such enormity that he has become a byword for 
evil. 

Niccol6 Machiavelli (3 May 1469 - 21 June 1527), the founder of 
modern political science, was notorious for describing immoral behavior, 
such as dishonesty and killing innocents, as being normal and effective in 
politics: He even seemed to endorse it in some situations. Machiavelli used 
Cesare Borgia in his most renowned work “II Principe” (“The Prince’), 
written in 1513, as an example to elucidate the dangers of acquiring a 
principality by virtue of another. Although Cesare Borgia’s father gave him 
the power to set up, Cesare ruled the Romagna with skill and tact for the 
most part. However, when his father died, and a rival to the Borgia family 
entered the Papal seat, Cesare was overthrown in a matter of months. 

Although he was an immensely capable general and statesman, Cesare 
had trouble maintaining his domain without continued Papal patronage. 
Pope Alexander VI died in 1503 - and, although, the new pope, Pius IT 
(1439-1503) born Francesco Todeschini Piccolomini fourth child of Nanno 
Todeschini and Laudomia Piccolomini, the sister of Aeneas Silvius 
Piccolomini who was Pope Pius II - a noble but impoverished family who 
supported Cesare Borgia and reconfirmed him as Gonfaloniere; but after a 
brief pontificate of twenty-six days he died - one of the shortest pontificates 
in papal history. Borgia’s deadly enemy, Giuliano Della Rovere, then 
succeeded by dexterous diplomacy in tricking the weakened Cesare Borgia 
into supporting him by offering him money and continued papal backing 
for Borgia policies in the Romagna; promises which he disregarded upon 
election. He was elected as Pope Julius II to the papal dignity by the near- 
unanimous vote of the cardinals. Realizing his mistake by then, Cesare 
tried to correct the situation to his favor, but Pope Julius II made sure of its 
failure at every turn. 

Machiavelli cited Cesare’s dependence on the good will of the Papacy, 
under the control of his father, to be the principal disadvantage of his rule. 
Machiavelli argued that, had Cesare been able to win the favor of the new 
Pope, he would have been a very successful ruler. 

Cesare Borgia, who was facing the hostility of his old enemy Ferdinand 
IT of Aragon, was betrayed while in Naples by Gonzalo Fernandez de 

son of Count Pedro Fernandez de Cordoba of Aguilar and Elvira 
de Herrera - a man he had considered his ally - and imprisoned there, while 
his lands were retaken by the Papacy. De Cérdoba was first attached to the 
household of Alfonso, Prince of Asturias son of Juan II of Castile and his 


second wife Isabella of Portugal the figurehead of rebelling Castilian 
magnates against his half-brother of King Henry IV of Castile son of Juan 
II of Castile and Maria of Aragon (daughter of King Ferdinand I of Aragon 
and Eleanor of Alburquerque). After Alfonso’s death in 1468 Cordoba 
devoted himself to Alfonso’s sister, Queen Isabella I of Castile. Cordoba 
was married to Luisa Manrique de Lara (a l\ady-in-waiting to Queen 
Isabella I of Castile). 

In 1504 Cesare Borgia was betrayed by Pius III and shipped in irons to 
Spain and imprisoned... but escaped and found sanctuary with King John 
III of Navarre, who was missing an experienced military commander, 
ahead of the feared Castilian invasion (1512). But, in the early morning of 
Monday, , an enemy party of knights discovered Borgia 
(age 31) alone, and trapped him in an ambush. Thus, Cesare Borgia 
suffered an ignominious end, receiving a fatal injury from a spear; stripped 
of all his luxurious garments, valuables and a leather mask covering half 
his face (disfigured possibly by syphilis during his late years); and left 
lying naked, with just a red tile covering his genitals. 

Machiavelli and Leonardo would also both die in exile from their home 
city, and out of its favour, at the respective ages of 58 and 67. 


Martin Luther 
“But the Jews are so hardened that they listen to nothing; though 
overcome by testimonies they yield not an inch. It is a pernicious race, 
oppressing all men by their usury and rapine. If they give a prince or 
magistrate a thousand florins, they extort twenty thousand from the 
subjects in payment. We must ever keep on guard against them.” 
Martin Luther 

Martin Luther (10 November 1483 - 18 February 1546) son of Hans 
Luder and Margarethe Lindemann dedicated himself to the Augustinian 
order, devoting himself to fasting, long hours in prayer, pilgrimage, and 
frequent confession: He described this period of his life as one of deep 
spiritual despair. 

Luther was a seminal figure in the Protestant Reformation - a schism 
from the Roman Catholic Church initiated by Luther, and continued by 
John Calvin, Huldrych Zwingli, and other early Protestant Reformers in 
16 century Europe. Necessary groundwork had been laid long before 
Luther with significant earlier attempts to reform the Roman Catholic 
Church - such as those of Peter Waldo, founder of the Waldensians - a 
Christian spiritual movement of the Middle Ages (c. 1173); John Wycliffe, 
who attacked the privileged status of the clergy, which was central to their 
powerful role in England - and completed a translation directly from the 
Vulgate into Middle English in the year 1382; and especially Czech 
reformer Jan Hus, who, in 1415, was burned at the stake for heresy for 
criticizing doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church, such as_ the 
commercialization of indulgences (i.e. paying the Church for a reduction 
of temporal punishment after death). The oldest Protestant churches date 
their origins to Jan Hus in the early 15" century. 

Pope Sixtus IV (1471-1484) born Francesco della Rovere son of 
Leonardo della Rovere and Luchina Monleoni, a family of modest means, a 
nepotistic patron of the arts, built the Sistine Chapel and created the 
Vatican Archives, gave the Portuguese the rights to acquire slaves along 
the African coast by force or trade, and established the practice of selling 
indulgences to be applied to the dead, thereby establishing a new stream of 
revenue with agents across Europe. Pope Alexander VI (1492-1503) born 
Roderic Llangol i de Borja son of Spanish noble Jofré Llangol i Escriva 
and his Aragonese wife and distant cousin Isabel de Borja y Cavanilles 
was one of the most controversial of the Renaissance popes: Partly because 
he was the first man to ensure himself the papal throne by unashamedly 
buying - with mule trains of jewels and gold - the requisite amount of 
cardinals required to ensure his election; and partly because he 
acknowledged fathering several illegitimate children by his mistresses, 
including Cesare Borgia and femme fatale Lucrezia Borgia, who were 
both mothered by Giovanna dei Cattanei, landlady of several osterie (inns 
serving wine and simple food), who allegedly had a relationship with 
Cardinal Giuliano della Rovere, the future “warrior” Pope Julius IT, who 
is noted for commissioning the destruction and rebuilding of St Peter’s 
Basilica, and Michelangelo’s decoration of the ceiling of the Sistine 
Chapel. 

In (599, Luther wrote The Ninety-Five Theses or Disputation on the 
Power of Indulgences, in response to papal corruption, particularly the 
abusive practices by preachers selling plenary indulgences, which were 
certificates believed to reduce the temporal punishment for sins 
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committed by the purchasers themselves or their loved ones in purgatory. 
He argued that indulgences led Christians to avoid true repentance and 
sorrow for sin, believing that they could forgo it by purchasing an 
indulgence. They also, according to Luther, discourage Christians from 
giving to the poor and performing other acts of mercy, believing that 
indulgence certificates were more spiritually valuable. The Theses were 
the start of the Protestant Reformation. 

Luther taught that salvation and, consequently, eternal life are not 
earned by good deeds but are received only as the free gift of God’s grace 
through the believer’s faith in Jesus Christ as redeemer from sin. His 
theology challenged the authority and office of the Pope by teaching that 
the Holy Bible is the only source of Divinely revealed knowledge from 
God. His refusal to renounce all of his writings at the demand of Pope Leo 
X (1475-1521) born Giovanni di Lorenzo de' Medici second son of Lorenzo 
“il Magnifico” de' Medici, who was de facto ruler of the Florentine 
Republic, and Clarice Orsini, a noblewoman from one of the most 
influential princely families in medieval Italy and renaissance Rome, in 
1520 and HRE Charles V at the Diet of Worms in [52] resulted in his 
excommunication by the Pope and condemnation as an outlaw by the 
Emperor. Leo X was known for his extravagant lifestyle. He once had a boy 
painted in gold from head-to-toe parading down the streets of Florence. It 
was to imply the “return of the Golden Age under Medici Rule.” The boy 
later died as a result, probably of lead poisoning from the gold paint. 

Luther expressed antagonistic views towards Jews, writing that Jewish 
homes and synagogues should be destroyed, their money confiscated, and 


liberty curtailed. 


Parallel to events in Germany, a movement began in the Swiss 
Confederation under the leadership of Huldrych Zwingli. Zwingli was a 
scholar and preacher who moved to Zurich — the then-leading city state — in 
1518. 


NATURZ 


Henry VIII 
Henry VIII (28 June 1491 — 28 January 1547) was King of England from 
21 April 1509 until his death. Henry was the second Tudor monarch, 
succeeding his father, Henry VII. 


Henry had once been a sincere Roman Catholic and had even authored a 
book strongly criticizing Luther. His wife, Catherine of Aragon youngest 
surviving child of King Ferdinand II of Aragon and Queen Isabella I of 
Castile - previously Princess of Wales as the wife of Henry's elder brother 
Arthur - who may have perished of the English sweate, a mysterious and 
highly contagious disease that struck England, and later continental Europe, 
in a series of epidemics described as "a malign vapour which proceeded 
from the air" beginning in 1485, which has been generally blamed on poor 
sanitation, sewage and contaminated water supplies of the time and spread 
by ticks and lice: Other possibilities that have been suggested include 
tuberculosis ("consumption"), plague (Black Death), and influenza. In 
1528, the disease reached epidemic proportions for the fourth time and with 
great severity. In London, the mortality was very great; the court was 
broken up, and Henry VIII left London, frequently changing his residence. 
The disease suddenly appeared in Hamburg, spreading so rapidly that, in a 
few weeks, more than a thousand people died. The sickness swept through 
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eastern Europe as an epidemic causing high mortality rates. It arrived in 
Switzerland in December, then was carried northwards to Denmark, 
Sweden and Norway, and eastwards to Lithuania, Poland and Russia. 
Cases of the disease were not known to occur in what is now France 
(except in the Pale of Calais, which was controlled by England at the time) 
or Italy. It also emerged in Flanders and the Netherlands, probably 
transmitted directly from England by travelers, as it appeared 
simultaneously in the cities of Antwerp and Amsterdam on the morning of 
27 September. In each place it infected, it prevailed for a short time, 
generally not more than a fortnight. 

By the end of the year, it had entirely disappeared, except in eastern 
Switzerland, where it lingered into the next year. After this, the disease did 
not recur on mainland Europe. 


Catherine bore him only a single child that survived infancy, Mary. 
Catherine was quite short in stature with long red hair, wide blue eyes, a 
round face, and a fair complexion: She was descended, on her maternal 
side, from the English royal house; her great-grandmother Catherine of 
Lancaster, after whom she was named, and her great-great-grandmother 
Philippa of Lancaster were both daughters of John of Gaunt and 
granddaughters of Edward III of England. Consequently, she was third 
cousin of her father-in-law, Henry VII of England, and fourth cousin of her 
mother-in-law Elizabeth of York.. Henry strongly wanted a male heir, and 
many of his subjects might have agreed, if only because they wanted to 
avoid another dynastic conflict like the Wars of the Roses. 


Erasmus and the Jews 

A renowned scholar, Erasmus was entrusted with the education of 
Charles V (24 February 1500 — 21 September 1558) eldest son of Philip I 
“the Handsome” of Castile and Joanna “the Mad” of Castile, the future 
Habsburg Holy Roman Emperor, King of Spain and Sicily, and Lord of the 
Low Countries. He was a correspondent of Sir Thomas More and many 
other learned men of his time, known to his contemporaries and to posterity 
for subtlety of his thought and the depth of his learning. Erasmus’ chief 
preoccupation was with the future of the “true philosophy of Christ”; he 
had little interest in the Jewish community of his own time, which often 
slandered, injured, robbed and killed Gentiles solely because of their 
Jewishness. 

Erasmus’ view of Judaism as a religion was fully determined by 
traditions of the New Testament (especially by the epistles ascribed to 
Paul) and of the Early Church (in the first place, Jerome, to a lesser 
extent, Augustine). More-so, his attitude toward Jewry of his day should 
be evaluated against a background of the universal hatred of Jews, 
intolerance, and missionary zeal in the 15" and 16" centuries, especially in 
Germany. He traveled throughout most of Western Europe during his 
lifetime (Italy, France, England, Germany and the Low Countries). 
However, he did not visit Spain because “it was crawling with Jews” - to 
put it in its own words - and he declined many invitations for this reason. 
On the other hand, he hailed France, because “it was the only Christian 
country not ‘infected’ by heretics or schismatics, nor by ‘Jews’ and ‘half- 
Jewish marranos.”” 

In the beginning of the 16" century the dissident humanist Hebrew 
theologian was the light bearer advocating equal civil 
rights for Jews. Erasmus was not in favour of this: “Iam no Reuchlinist... 
never have supported him, he would not even have wanted that’ 

Erasmus was certainly antipathetic to Jewish thinking, being prejudiced 
against certain Jews in particular. He defended his vision of true piety by 
rejecting “Judaizing” Christians more than Jews and who saw the Old 
Testament as integral to the Christian worldview. As a Christian, he 
regretted nonbelief and pitied unbelievers, without vicious hostility toward 
any single people. His theological opposition to a form of religious thought 
which he identified with Judaism was not translated into crude prejudice 
against actual Jews. 
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“T see the Jews as a people filled with the wordy fabrications that cover 
everything with a mist: Talmud, Quabbalah, Tetragrammaton, gates of 
light - nothing but words.” He dismissed Judaism as a higher form of 
morality - a common posture of Jews, especially since the Enlightment. In 
fact, Jews were people “for whom religion consists of rituals and 
observations of corporeal things.” 

Erasmus was suspicious about the conversion of Jews to Christianity. 
This was the major issue of the Inquisition: Did Jews who professed to be 
Christian actually retain their Jewish identity? Erasmus did not believe that 
these “converts’ had lost their Jewish identity. He describes the famous 
marrano inquisitor , who was both the chief adversary 
of Reuchlin and a fanatic opponent of Jewish learning, as a crypto-Jew: “Tf 
you cut him open, 600 Jews will jump out.” He also wrote of him thus: 
“He had no other motive in getting himself dipped in the font (i.e. baptized) 
than to be able to deliver more dangerous attacks on Christianity, and by 
mixing with us to infect the entire folk with his Jewish poison” That also 
explains his reference to Jews in Spain, although they were officially 
expelled since 1492, and his dislike of crypto-Jewish marranos. 

In (599 the Great Turk Sultan Siileyman I “the Magnificent” (6 
November 1494 - 6 September 1566) son of Sehzade Selim I, first valide 
sultan of the Ottoman Empire , and Hafsa Sultan, a convert to Islam of 
unknown origins - “a race softened by debauchery” - captured Budapest 
and was bound to conquer Europe. Just as the case with Judaism, Erasmus 
despised Islam and not only on religious grounds: “What to say about them 
who prefer the malefic and criminal human Mohammed over Christ?” He 
viewed Islam as an ordeal for European Christianity and the most deceitful 
religion on Earth - and Muslims as violence-loving warmongers. He saw 
Judaism and Islam as alien and incompatible with European Christianity. 
He saw Christianity as the core of European civilization and Judaism and 
Islam as a threat to the dominance of European Christianity. He was a 
peaceful man, but advocated war against the Turks. He was a man of 
wisdom, but rejected Jewish teaching. 

Erasmus indeed hated Jews - his thought was also permeated by a 
“virulent theological anti-Semitism” that was consistent with contemporary 
Christian fears of actual Judaism, even if it targeted Christian legalism 
rather than Jews. But the “apostle of concord” was also a great hater of the 
evil designs he saw lurking beneath the self-professed good intentions of 
mendicant friars and hypocritical princes and popes. 


Friedrich der Weise 


In the 16" century, the Holy Roman Empire was a centralized state in 
name only. The Empire was divided into many princely and city states that 
provided a powerful check on the rule of the Holy Roman Emperor. The 
division of power between the emperor and the various states made the 
Reformation in Germany possible, as individual states defended reformers 
within their territories. 

In the Electorate of Saxony, Martin Luther was supported by the 
elector Friedrich IIIT “der Weise” Friedrich II “der Weise,” Elector of 
Saxony son of Ernest, Elector of Saxony, founder and progenitor of the 
Ernestine line of Saxon princes, and Elisabeth of Bavaria-Munich, 
Electress of Saxony (daughter of Albrecht II “der Fromme,” Herzog von 
Bayern-Miinchen and Anna of Brunswick-Grubenhagen-Einbeck) - one of 
the most powerful early defenders of Luther, Lutheranism and the 
Protestant Reformation. 

In February 1493 Friedrich III was expelling Jews from his realm in 
Saxony. He wrote a Christian bishop that the Jews caused “pernicious 
trouble to your subjects and ours, from which daily complaints are carried 
to us.” It could be no coincidence that his brother Ernst, Archbishop of 
Magdeburg, was also carrying out an expulsion of Jews from his own rule 
in Magdeburg. Before the arrival of Martin Luther, Friedrich III relied 
most of all on Franciscans for spiritual guidance. 

Beginning in [@93 Friedrich III served 

. This required his almost constant absence from his realm of 
Saxony. One of his first duties was to secretly arrange a marriage for 
Maximilian with of Milan. Friedrich was successful. 

By 1498 Frederick was Imperial Statthalter, next in authority only to 
Maximilian. Frederick also had the secret ambition of marrying 
Maximilian’s daughter second child and only 
daughter of Maximilian I and Marie de Bourgogne, co-sovereigns of the 
Low Countries who reached a marriageable age in 1495. But she was 
engaged to of France, heir to the French throne, 


but the engagement was broken by the French. Friedrich, however, was not 
in Maximilian’s plan. 

Friedrich stayed loyal to Maximilian, laboring intensively on peace 
negotiations between the empire and France. By 1498 Friedrich learned 
others in the inner circle of Maximilian plotted against him, using every 
opportunity to lessen his influence. He also learned these others had 
negotiated with France without his knowledge. Emperor Maximilian, 
distracted by his weakness for women and by dozens of other indulgences, 
had thoughtlessly allowed it to happen. Friedrich, now a 35-year-old 
bachelor, quit the imperial circle. Abruptly he and his brother Johann, also 
toiling for Maximilian (in a military role), returned to their realm in 
Saxony. 

Friedrich III was Pope Leo X’s candidate for Holy Roman Emperor in 
1519 - the pope had awarded him the Golden Rose of virtue on Tuesday, 3 
September 1518 - but he helped secure the election of Charles V paternal 
grandson of Holy Roman Emperor Maximilian I and maternal grandson of 
Ferdinand II of Aragon and Isabella I of Castile of the royal House of 


Trastémara). 

Friedrich declined to compete in the imperial election of [SUD against 
HRE Charles V, recognizing the limitations of his own political power. He 
did, however, negotiate a deal with HRE Charles V, who pledged to repay 
the old Habsburg debts owed to Saxony. 

In N@yemben530, one of Margarete’s maids broke a glass goblet. A 
splinter of glass went into Margarete’s foot and the wound became 
gangrenous. Her doctors strongly recommended that she agree to having 
her foot amputated. She gave her consent for the operation, received the 
sacrament, and revised her will. Before the amputation could be performed, 
however, she died, apparently from an overdose of opium given to her in 
preparation for the operation. 

She died at Mechelen at the age of fifty, after appointing her nephew, 
HRE Charles V, as her universal and sole heir. 

Although Friedrich III had little personal contact with Luther himself, his 
successors Johann - heir presumptive of his childless brother Friedrich II 
“der Weise,” resolutely continued the policies of his brother toward 
protecting the progress of the Protestant Reformation; and Johann 
Friedrich I eldest son of Elector Johann by his first wife, Sophie of 
Mecklenburg-Schwerin second daughter of Duke Magnus II of 
Mecklenburg and his wife Sophie of Pomerania - sister of Anna of 
Mecklenburg-Schwerin, a German noblewoman who died fourteen days 
after his birth cultivated a personal relationship with Luther. 

HRE Charles V condemned Johann Friedrich I to death as a convicted 
rebel, but his condemnation was changed into imprisonment for life: 
Though offered several opportunities to be set free, if he would but 
compromise his faith and convictions, he steadfastly refused, and urged his 
sons to remain strong and faithful. Philip I, Landgrave of Hesse also 
supported the Reformation - and he figured prominently in the lives of both 
Luther and Bucer. 

HRE Charles V had to balance the demands of his imperial subjects. At 
the same time, he was often distracted by war with France and the 
Ottoman Empire and in Italy. The political rivalry among all the players 
greatly influenced the ecclesiastical developments within the Empire. 

Friedrich III, “the most able and prudent of all the princes of the empire, 
absolutely refused to allow Luther to be tried at Rome.” Friedrich was in 
poor health, overweight and troubled by ‘stones’ in his kidneys and 
bladder. He was already unable to ride a horse. He often had to be carried 
in a litter. Occasionally he could not move at all. Yet he fought ceaselessly 
for the next seven years to fend off all attacks against Luther. Martin 
Luther was under constant threat of attack from no less than three popes 
and two emperors. 

Friedrich had decided at an early date that the reformer Luther had to 
have a fair trial in Germany before being condemned. So he skillfully 
pursued a complicated series of negotiations that culminated in securing 
him a safe public hearing at the Diet of Worms - an assembly presided over 
by HRE Charles V which, in 1521, addressed Luther and the effects of the 
Protestant Reformation. Even though Friedrich could not stop the anti- 
Lutheran Edict of Worms, he was able to secure the exemption of electoral 
Saxony from its enforcement. 


The Marriage Alliances of the Children of Maximilian I 
As stated supra - Archduchess Margaretha of Austria daughter of 
HRE Maximilian I and Marie de Bourgogne (only child of Charles le 
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Téméraire, Duke of Burgundy, and his wife Isabella of Bourbon), who 
reached a marriageable age in 1495. But she was engaged to 
of France, heir to the French throne, but the engagement 
was broken by the French. The Burgundian possessions passed into the 
Habsburg empire on the marriage of his one child and heiress Mary to 
Maximilian I, Holy Roman Emperor. 


NATURZ 


Marie’s marriage into the House of Habsburg initiated two centuries of 
contention between France and the Habsburgs (later of Kings of Spain as 
well as Holy Roman Emperors) - a struggle that climaxed with the War of 
the Spanish Succession in the years 1701-1714. 


Isabella and Ferdinand, together with their cousin, Duke Francis II of 
Brittany, planned the alliance of their respective heirs, John and Anne, but 
the plan came to nothing possibly due to John's frail constitution. 

Isabella and Ferdinand came to plan a double alliance with Maximilian I, 
Holy Roman Emperor, for the marriage of his children, Archduke Philip 
the Handsome and Archduchess Margaret of Austria. Around the same 
time, King Charles VIII of France invaded Italy and marched to take 
Naples which belonged to a branch of the House of Trastamara. Ferdinand 
II therefore was also against the French. With both powers angered at 
France, marriage was the way to seal the alliance between the two. 

On 20 January 1495 in Antwerp, a preliminary alliance, which included a 
wedding of Prince John with Maximilian’s daughter was agreed. Similarly, 
Maximilian's son Philip and John's sister Joanna were to be married 


In 1496 Maximilian married her to Juan, Prince of Asturias only son of 


King Ferdinand II of Aragon and Queen Isabella I of Castile (the sponsors 
(4) ) who survived to 
adulthood: (Juan’s wetnurse was Maria de Guzman, a member of the 
powerful Spanish House of Mendoza - as it was commonly believed in the 
15th century that a wetnurse could influence the character of the baby who 
she fed breast milk to, a healthy woman with a placid disposition was 
therefore ideal). In 1492, Colomb named the newly discovered island Isla 
Juana (i.e. Cuba) in deference to Prince Juan - at that time the heir 
apparent. 


In (RnUaEVAST, Ludovico Maria Sforza detto “il Moro” fourth son of 
Francesco I Sforza and Bianca Maria Visconti married child-bride (age 15) 
Beatrice I d’Este youngest daughter of Ercole d’Este, Duke of Ferrara 
and Eleanor of Naples in a double Sforza-Este marriage, while Beatrice’s 
brother, Alfonso d’Este, married Anna Sforza second legitimate daughter 
of Galeazzo Maria Sforza, Duke of Milan (son of Francesco Sforza, a 
popular condottiero and ally of Cosimo de' Medici, and Bianca Maria 
Visconti) - famous for being lustful, cruel and tyrannical - by his second 
wife, Bona of Savoy, Duchess of Milan (daughter of Dike Lodovico I of the 
noble Italian House of Savoy and Anne de Lusignan of Cyprus of the 
celebrated Lusignan crusader dynasty), whom he married on the death of 
his first wife Dorotea Gonzaga (daughter of Ludovico III Gonzaga, 
Marquess of Mantua, a condottiero, and Barbara of Brandenburg, niece of 
Holy Roman Emperor Sigismund). Anna Sforza was the sister of Gian 
Galeazzo Sforza son of Galeazzo Maria Sforza and Bona of Savoy and 
Ludovico’s niece: Alfonso’s second wife was Lucrezia Borgia daughter of 
Pope Alexander VI (Rodrigo Borgia) and his mistress Vannozza dei 
Cattanei. Leonardo da Vinci orchestrated the double wedding celebration. 

Gian Galeazzo Sforza was only seven years old when in 1476 his 
father, Galeazzo Maria Sforza, was assassinated and he became the Duke 
of Milan. His uncle, Ludovico Sforza, acted as regent to the young duke, 
but quickly wrested all power from him and became the de facto ruler of 
Milan. Ludovico later became the duke after Gian Galeazzo’s death, which 
was widely viewed as suspicious. Gian Galeazzo married his cousin 
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Princess Isabella of Naples. Together they had four children, including: 
Bona Sforza, who married Sigismund I of Poland son of King Casimir IV 
Jagiellon and Elisabeth of Austria: Their son Sigismund II Augustus, the 
last of the Jagiellons, remained childless though he was married three 
times: His death marked the end of the Polish Golden Age. 


Beatrice’s and Alfonso’s sister, child-bride (age 15) Isabella d’Este 
married Francesco II Gonzaga, Marquess of Mantua, son of Federico I 
Gonzaga, Marquess of Mantua, a condottiero (son of Ludovico III and 
Barbara of Brandenburg) and Margaret of Bavaria, a hunchback - brother 
of Dorotea Gonzaga, first wife of Galeazzo Maria Sforza - a powerful 
condottiero Captain General of the Venetian armies and ruler of a mostly 
independent city-state in Lombardy. She was known to be a capable 
diplomat and firm ruler during her husbands many long absences. 

Prior to and throughout the duration of his marriage, Ludovico Sforza is 
known to have had mistresses, although it is thought that he kept only one 
mistress at a time. Bernardina de Corradis was an early mistress who bore 
him a daughter, “Za Bella Principessa” Bianca Giovanna, whose portrait 
has been attributed to Leonardo da Vinci. In 1496, when Bianca was no 
more than 13, she was married to Galeazzo Sanseverino, captain of the 
duke’s Milanese forces and a patron of Leonardo. Bianca was dead within 
months of her marriage, having suffered from a stomach complaint 
(possibly an ectopic pregnancy). 

Alfonso d’Este became duke on the death of his father in {UH@0I505. In 
the first year of his rule he uncovered a plot by his brother Ferrante d’Este, 
a Ferrarese nobleman and condottiero, and half-brother Giulio d’Este 
illegitimate son of Ercole I d’Este, the result of an affair with Isabella 
Arduin, a lady in the service of Eleanor of Naples, to assassinate him and 
his other brother Cardinal Ippolito with poison daggers. In 
1506 a trial for /ése majesté and high treason was held and, as expected, 
the death sentence was passed, but just as Ferrante and Giulio were about 
to mount the gallows they were informed that the duke had commuted their 
sentence to life imprisonment. They were led away to two cells in the dark 
basement of the Torre dei Leoni (Tower of the Lions) at the site of the 
Castle of San Michele. Three other conspirators who had been found guilty 
and condemned to death were executed. Ferrante died in his cell after 34 
years of imprisonment, while Giulio held on until he was pardoned (age 
80) in 1559 by Alfonso II d’Este elder son of Ercole II d’Este (eldest son of 
Alfonso I d’Este and Lucrezia Borgia) and Renée de France (daughter of 
Louis XII of France and Anne of Brittany), after 53 years of imprisonment. 
After his release, Giulio was ridiculed in the streets of Ferrara for his 
outdated clothes and died in 1561. 

Charlotte d’Albret, lady of Chalus daughter of Alain d’Albret and 
Francoise de Chatillon was sister of Jean III d’Albret, king iure uxoris 
(“by right of his wife’) of Navarre, who married Queen Catherine of 
Navarre - sister of Louis XI of France: His granddaughter Jeanne 
d’Albret married the vain and unstable Antoine de Bourbon and was the 
mother of King Henry IV of France. In 1500 Charlotte d’Albret married 
condottiero Cesare Borgia - brother of Lucrezia Borgia both the children 
of notorious pontiff Pope Alexander VI (Rodrigo Borgia) and his mistress 
Vannozza dei Cattanei. 

Cesare Borgia carried on the Borgia traditions to the best of his 
considerable abilities: He may well have murdered his older brother 
Giovanni to ensure his place as his father’s son and heir, and had a 
psychologically intense relationship with his notorious sister Lucrezia, 
which was at the very least subconsciously incestuous: (A suspicious 
number of her husbands and lovers met a gruesome end while he was 
around). And, where treachery was concerned, he was second to none - in 
an age and culture where treachery was very much the norm. 


The Perfect Knight: Pierre Terrail Seigneur De Bayard 


Pala Baglione 


On Tuesday, BUJGYGISO0, Grifonetto Baglioni was murdered by Gian 
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Paolo Baglioni (1470-1520) in one of these gang-related incidents. His 
mother commissioned , who afterwards became a famous Italian 
Renaissance painter, to create a commemoration to Grifonetto. Raphael 
spent the next two years designing an altarpiece that would honor 
Grifonetto in the family’s chapel. Raphael took the project very seriously 
and made a number of preparatory drafts for his idea. He wanted to 
include a scene depicting the Lamentation over the body of a dead Jesus 
Christ. This idea led into the creation of the image of the Entombment and 
Deposition, as well. (The Deposition is considered a narrative painting, as 
it tells the story of the final days of Jesus Christ. It is believed that one of 
the youths carrying the body of Christ is meant to depict Grifonetto, whom 
the painting was dedicated to. St. John the Divine Evangelist and Mary 
Magdalene can also be seen in the painting walking on the sides of the 
body. The Virgin Mary can be seen in another group of figures. She is 
being supported after seeming to have fainted.) 

Gian Paolo Baglioni served under Cesare Borgia as a condottieri. . He 
was one of those generals not killed at Senigallia by Cesare. In 1520, he 
escaped an assassination attempt by and Carlo Baglioni. 
Later, he was at the service of the Papal States, fighting mostly along with 

. Among his deeds of this period, was the cruel reconquest 
of Camerino for the da Varano family, after the short Cesare Borgia’s rule. 
Later he fought for the great powers of Italy - after a period of 
independence and ruthless actions, in 1506 he submitted to Pope Julius IT. 
In he was hired by the Republic of Venice, for which, in a long series 
of military actions, he opposed the French troops in the course of the War 
of the League of Cambrai. In he was captured in a clash at 
Creazzo, but was freed on word. In he fought in the War of Urbino 
against , who also besieged Perugia. In 
1596 he received the title of Count of Bettona from Pope Leo X. In 1520, 
accused of an attempted assassination in Rome, Baglioni was imprisoned 
in Castel Sant’Angelo and beheaded. 

They fell from power in the 17th century, selling their power and titles. 


A Family of Murderers 

In 9505, Lucrezia Borgia’s husband, Duke Alfonso I d’Este was very 
nearly murdered by his own half-brothers Giulio d’Este and Ferrante 
d’Este. Both Giulio and Ippolito fell in love with Lucrezia’s cousin Angela 
Borgia. Angela preferred Giulio, and later (for many reasons) Ippolito had 
assassins stab him in both eyes. They were punished by the Duke Alfonso - 
leading Giulio and the fourth Este brother Ferrante to plot the murder of 
Alfonso and usurpation of the throne for Ferrante. They did not succeed. 
Alfonso imprisoned them in the castle dungeons for the rest of their lives. 

Lucrezia's son Ercole IT married Renée de France younger daughter of 
King Louis XI and Anne of Brittany. 

Cosimo I de' Medici, first Grand Duke of Tuscany, married the 
incredibly charming child-bride (age 17) Dofia Leonor Alvarez de Toledo 
y Osorio daughter of second daughter of Don Pedro Alvarez de Toledo, 
Marquis of Villafranca (HRE Charles V’s lieutenant-governor and second 
cousin) and Maria Osorio, 2nd Marquise of Villafranca. Dofia Leonor is 
remembered for her beauty: A brunette with hazel eyes, oval-shaped face, 
sweet and full features of an inherent majestic quality, as evident in her 
portraits. 

Giovanni Borgia (age 19) was murdered the night of Monday, 14 June 
9499. near what later became the Piazza della Giudecca in the ghetto of 
Rome. Giovanni was last seen alive when he was leaving from a feast that 
his mother had in his honor at her villa with his other siblings: Cesare, 
Lucrezia, and Gioffre; Gioffre’s wife Sancha of Aragon, their cousin 
Juan Borgia Lanzol, and Vannozza’s husband, Carlo Canale, were all in 
attendance. The next morning his horse came back without its rider and 
with one of the stirrups cut. He was reported missing. A search party found 
his body in the Tiber River with his throat slit, and about nine stab wounds 
on his torso. His grief-stricken father, Pope Alexander VI, launched an 
intensive investigation into the murder, only to end it abruptly a week later. 
While the Orsini family had ample motive to kill Giovanni, it was later 
rumored that his younger brother Gioffre Borgia (age 16) murdered him 
due to Giovanni’s relationship with Gioffre’s wife, Sancha. His richly- 
attired body was recovered from the Tiber with 30 golden ducats untouched 
in the purse at his belt. Borgia’s only attendant was also slain, so there were 
no known witnesses. 

Their father Cosimo I, it was said, then murdered Garcia with his own 
sword, and Dofia Leonor, distraught, died a week later from grief: 


(Modern-day exhumations and forensic science have proven that Eleanor 
and her sons, as the Medici family had always claimed, were all suffering - 
an may have died from malaria in 1562). 

The powerful Orsini family, descended from the Julio-Claudian family 
of ancient Rome, was one of the most influential princely families in 
medieval Italy and renaissance Rome. 

Paolo Giordano Orsini (1541-1585) son of Girolamo Orsini and 
Francesca Sforza was grandson, on his father’s side, of Gian Giordano 
Orsini and Felice della Rovere (illegitimate daughter of Pope Julius IT) 
and, on his mother’s side, of Count Bosio Sforza and Costanza Farnese 
(illegitimate daughter of Pope Paul IID). in 1553, Paolo Giordano Orsini 
(age 12) had been betrothed to Isabella Romola de' Medici (age 11) 
daughter of Cosimo I de' Medici and Dofia Leonor Alvarez de Toledo y 
Osorio - and married a child-bride (age 16). Following her mother’s death, 
she acted as first lady of Florence for a time, displaying the de' Medici 
aptitude for politics. She suffered several miscarriages and remained 
childless until her late twenties: (Her daughter Francesca Eleonora (known 
as Nora) eventually married her cousin Alessandro Sforza). 

Isabella’s free-spirited personality created rumours with regard to the 
nature of her relationship with Troilo Orsini of Monterotondo, Paolo 
Giordano’s cousin, who was charged with looking after her while her 
husband tended to military duties. Following the death of her father, 
Isabella was murdered for her love affair with Troilo by her husband in the 
presence of several named servants, who was acting on instructions of 
Grandduke Francesco I de' Medici, Isabella’s despotic brother, being 
“strangled at midday” “while she was washing her hair in the morning... 
found by Signor Paolo Giordano on her knees, having immediately fallen 
dead.” 

Isabella was the second sudden death in an isolated country villa in the 
Medici family, her cousin Eleonora di Garzia di Toledo daughter of 
Garcia Alvarez de Toledo y Osorio, Marquis of Villafranca del Bierzo and 
Duke of Fernandina, and Vittoria d’Ascanio Colonna, having died (age 23) 
of a similar “accident” only a few days before. She had been brought up by 
Cosimo I de' Medici and Dofia Leonor Alvarez de Toledo y Osorio, her 
aunt and namesake. Betrothed to their son Pietro at the age of 15, she 
blossomed under the wing of Pietro’s older sister, the artistic patron 
Isabella, into a vivacious and witty beauty. Her marriage, like Isabella’s, 
was not a success, and she followed her mentor’s example of taking lovers. 

Unfortunately for Isabella, her brother did not look upon her lifestyle as 
indulgently as Cosimo. While he continued to cultivate the advantageous 
relations between her husband’s house and Florence, he was less willing to 
turn a blind eye to the behaviour of Isabella and Leonora and to the 
complaints of their spouses, for whom their adultery was a question of 
honour rather than jealousy. Eleven years younger than Isabella, Leonora 
was somewhat less prudent in her amorous adventures. Neither woman, 
however, grasped the danger posed to them by the new regime or the 
extremity of the plotting that began to coil against them. 

For this reason, Pietro had her brought to the country retreat of 
Cafaggiolo, where he murdered her in cold blood, strangling her to death 
with a dog leash. Cosimo’s successor, Francesco I de' Medici, tacitly 
approved the murder, and Pietro was never brought to justice for it. 

Although the original death certificates mention malaria, it has been 
widely speculated that Francesco and his Venetian mistress, Bianca 
Cappello daughter of Bartolomeo Cappello and Pellegrina Morosini, a 
member of one of the richest and noblest Venetian families, who was noted 
for her great beauty, had secretly married after aptly disposing of her 
husband, Pietro Bonaventuri, a young Florentine bureaucrat who was 
murdered in the streets of Florence in consequence of their amorous 
intrigue. Both Francesco and Bianca were poisoned with arsenic - possibly 
by Francesco’s brother, Ferdinando I de' Medici: (But, in 2010, evidence of 
the parasite Plasmodium falciparum, which causes malaria, was found in 
Francesco’s remains). 


Mona Lisa 

“Supreme among women,” Isabella d’Este (19 May 1474 - 13 February 
1539) daughter of Ercole I d’Este, Duke of Ferrara and Eleanor of Naples, 
“liberal and magnanimous” marquesa of Mantua was a mistress of 
Giuliano di Medici second son of Piero “il Gottoso” di Cosimo de' Medici 
(son of Cosimo “il Vecchio” di Giovanni de' Medici, a wealthy banker from 
Florence, and Contessina de' Bardi, an Italian noblewoman from the 
House of Bardi) and Lucrezia Tornabuoni, while he was in exile prior to 
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Cosimo “il Vecchio” di Giovanni de' Medici, the first member of the 
Medici family to combine running the Medici Bank, the largest and most 
respected bank in Europe during its prime, was gran maestro (i.e. 
unofficial head of state in the Italian city-states) leading the Republic of 
Florence. The Bardi family were an influential Florentine family that 
started the powerful banking company, the Compagnia dei Bardi - one of 
three major Florentine banking companies, playing a notable role in 
financing some of the early voyages of discovery to America including 
those by Marrano Jew Cristofro (Christophé) Colomb and 

Isabella d’Este served as the regent of Mantua during the absence of her 
husband, Francesco II Gonzaga, Marquess of Mantua and the minority of 
her son, Federico, Duke of Mantua. In 1500 she met King Louis XII of 
France in Milan on a diplomatic mission to persuade him not to send his 
troops against Mantua. 

When the French army invaded Italy in {§99, Leonardo da Vinci and 
his small entourage left Milan and, on his way to Venice, were given 
hospitality at the court of Isabelle d’Este in Mantua. A patron of the arts 
and, unquestionably, a leading figure in the Italian renaissance, whose dress 
sense influenced women in Italy and France, she sat for the artist. In his 
sketch, Leonardo used various pigments (sanguine and chalk), different 
tones of black, and finely hatched and smudged red and yellow ochre to 
obtain the passage from light to shadow on the face and hair. A very pale 
white was applied to the bosom (covered by a piece of lace called a 
“modesty piece”), the forehead, and the cheek, accentuates the slant of the 
shoulders and the shadow of the neck. It is one of Leonardo’s finest head- 
and-shoulders portraits. 

Though unfinished, this sketch is remarkable for its proportions, and for 
the foreshortening of the bust; it is also striking for the ambiguous choice 
of pose. The perfectly linear profile, eyes gazing beyond our field of vision, 
contrasts with the turn of the body. The portraits of Isabella d’Este and the 
Mona Lisa seem to represent Leonardo’s “progressive idealization of the 
portrait” - in other words, his attempt to create portraits that were lifelike 
yet of a perfection related to universal beauty. 

She /ater implored him in letters to turn his 61cm x 46.5cm sketch into a 
painting. Leonardo promised he would complete the commission, at one 
point suggesting he could work from the sketch without her sitting again. In 
1514 it is likely the two met again at the Vatican, but the painting was 
either never completed or was lost forever. 

The Mona Lisa was one of the few paintings da Vinci would keep in his 
possession to the end of his days, constantly returning to it, pondering its 
composition, emphasizing or toning down details and so forth. This 
continuous retouching of the Mona Lisa was a symptom of a psychological 
trait in Leonardo, which became much more accentuated after his service 
with Cesare Borgia. 

The present somewhat podgy-faced beauty which hangs in the Lowvre is 
now known to be a travesty of the original. Over centuries the surface of 
the lighter pigments of her face have developed many tiny fissures, thus 
broadening and rounding her cheeks, while the darker pigments which 
depict her more definite features have lesser fissures and have thus 
retained a much closer approximation to their original form. 


Josel ben Gershon mi-Rosheim 

As a young man, Josel ben Gershon mi-Rosheim was a rabbi at the 
court of the Lower Alsatian Jewry, and made a living as a merchant and 
money lender: These three occupations would remain constants in his life. 
He worked for the welfare of his coreligionists, and, reportedly, was 
instrumental in thwarting the hostile plans of Johannes Pfefferkorn, a 
wandering Jewish burglar who was imprisoned and released in 1504. He 
converted to Christianity in 1505 and was baptized together with his family 
- becoming a rabid anti-Semite. 

Pfefferkorn became an assistant to the prior of the Dominican friar order 
at Cologne, Jacob van Hoogstraaten - the initial inquisitor who in 1523 
sentenced to death Johann Esch and Heinrich Voes, the first Lutherans to 
be martyred by the Roman Catholic Church. Under the auspices of the 
Dominicans published several pamphlets demonstrating that Jewish 
religious writings were hostile to Christianity. He demanded that the Jews 
should give up the practice of usury, honestly work for their living, and 
attend Christian sermons. On the other hand, he professed to be a friend of 
the Jews and condemned their persecution as an obstacle to their 
conversion, defended them against charges of murdering Christian children 
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for ritual purposes. He preached that Jewish children should be taken away 
from their parents and educated as Catholics. He wrote: “Who afflicts the 
Jews is doing the will of God, and who seeks their benefit will incur 
damnation.” 

Convinced that the principal source of “the obduracy of the Jews” lay in 
their books [ ] which oppose Christianity. Pfefferkorn declared that the 
only way to get rid of the Jews was either to expel or enslave them, collect 
all the copies of the “Talmud” found among the Jews and to burn them. 
The inquisitor Jacob van Hoogstraaten of Cologne played his principal role 
in the controversy with Johann Reuchlin on the confiscation of Jewish 
books. 

Rosheim’s stature among the Jews, and the protected status he gained for 
himself and for the Jews within the Holy Roman Empire, rested in part on 
his skills as an advocate and in part from the Jewish role in financing the 
expenses of the emperor. 

Josel von Rosheim - the “shtadlan” (“great advocate”) of the German 
and Polish Jews during the reigns of the HRE Maximilian I and HRE 
Charles V, who warned them against arousing the suspicions of the 
emperor: In 1510. Maximilian I had appointed Rosheim as “parnas u- 
manhig” (“sworn guide and leader’) of the Jewish communities of Lower 
Alsace - a title that he originally shared with Rabbi Zadoc Parnas - a 
position which was confirmed after his death by his grandson, HRE 
Charles V. As such he had “to keep his eyes open in special care of the 
community,” and possessed the right to issue enactments for the Jews of his 
district and to put refractory members under cherem (a ban equivalent of 
excommunication). On the other hand, he had to defend individuals and 
communities against oppression, and, if necessary, to appeal to the 
government and to the emperor. During the first years of his public activity 
Josel lived in the town of Mittelbergheim. But in [5W@ he, along with other 
Jews of this place, was accused of having profaned the consecrated host, 
and was put in prison for several months, until his innocence was 
established. Soon afterward Josel moved to Rosheim, Alsace, in which 
place he remained until his death. 


Samuel Sarfati & Salamone da Sesso 

The Jews already resident in Rome offered Alexander VI a bribe of 
1000 ducats if he would not admit the Jewish refugees from the Ottoman 
Empire. Since the Jews already resident in Rome feared that these 
newcomers would be unused to living under Christian rule and, having 
strange customs, would substantially increase the visibility of the Jewish 
community in Rome, which would ultimately lead to trouble for all the 
Jews in Rome and the Papal States. Alexander VI promptly rejected the 
Jewish bribe and instead fined the Jews 2000 ducats for failing to show 
even a modicum of Christian charity to their co-religionists, which if they 
didn’t pay would mean they would be ejected from Rome and the Papal 
States post haste. 

There was one Jew of significance heavily attached to Pope Alexander 
VI and that was his personal physician: Samuel Sarfati. It was Sarfati who 
presented petitions on behalf of the Jews to Alexander VI such as when the 
Jews demanded special privileges in regard to trade and taxation (which he 
granted). Sarfati had many privileges bestowed upon him by Alexander VI 
in particular the removal of his obligation to wear an identifying badge as a 
Jew and also the ability to treat Christian patients. In addition to this King 
Louis XII of France granted him a writ of safe passage so he might attend 
to his business affairs in France. 

In AUBUSHISM, Samuel Sarfati successfully treated Pope Julius IT for 
syphilis - and his son Joseph Sarfati was personal physician and medical 
adviser to Pope Clement VII (1478-1534) born Giulio di Giuliano de' 
Medici illegitimate son of Giuliano de' Medici, co-ruler of Florence with 
his brother Lorenzo the Magnificent (sons of Piero “il Gottoso” di Cosimo 
de' Medici and Lucrezia Tornabuoni), and his mistress Fioretta Gorini, 
who was Pope from Monday, 19 November 1523 to his death in 1534. 
Clement VII took a black slave girl as his mistress. Their child Alessandro 
became Europe’s first black Head of State when he was made Duke of 
Florence in 1530. Alessandro was assassinated by his cousin 


“All the world suffers from the usury of the Jews, their monopolies 
and deceit. They have brought many unfortunate people into a state of 
poverty, especially farmers, working-class people, and the very poor.” 

Pope Clement VIII, 1592 


Clement’s reign proved to be a pyramid of catastrophes. Protestantism 
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continued its advance. The German States - Hesse, Brunswick, Saxony, 
Brandenburg - one-by-one signed the Lutheran confession, breaking with 
Rome and defying the Emperor. Economic gain from disendowing Church 
properties and eliminating papal taxes interested them as much as doctrine, 
while doctrinal feuds, reflecting the quarrel of Zwingli and Luther, riddled 
the movement from the moment it was born. Meanwhile the Danish 
Church virtually seceded and the Reformed Doctrine steadily advanced in 
Sweden. 

Supreme office, like sudden disaster, often reveals the man, and revealed 
Clement as less adequate than expected - a little and despised Pope. 
Knowledgeable and effective as a subordinate, he fell victim when in 
charge to timidity, perplexity and habitual irresolution. “Morose and 
disagreeable,” he lacked popular support because in his conduct of policy 
every choice proved unwise and the outcome of every venture worse than 
the last. 

In (595, Sarfati became the physician of Giuliano di Lorenzo de' Medici 
third son of Lorenzo the Magnificent and Clarice Orsini (daughter of 
Jacopo Orsini and his wife and cousin Maddalena Orsini) - mother of Pope 
Leo X (1475-1521) born Giovanni di Lorenzo de' Medici second son of 
Lorenzo the Magnificent, a pedophilic sodomist “engrossed in idle and 
selfish amusements,” but best remembered for granting indulgences for 
those who donated to reconstruct St-Peter’s Basilica, which practice was 
challenged by Martin Luther. 

Indeed Alexander VI seems to have been generally admired by the Jews 
as does his son, Cesare Borgia, since they both granted Jews the right of 
residency and were accordingly honoured with Jewish books being 
dedicated to them. The Jewish goldsmith Salamone da Sesso was baptized 
on entering the service of Ercole d’Este, duke of Ferrara, with whom he 
remained, and was thenceforth known as Ercole dei Fideli. Da Sesso also 
worked for the Marquess of Mantua and Pope Julius II. He specialized in 
the manufacture of elaborate swords and daggers adorned with pagan 
scenes, classical symbols, and nude figures. His most famous weapon was 
executed for Cesare Borgia and is known as the “The Queen of Swords.” 

Da Sesso is last recorded as working in 1504 for Isabella d’Este, 
marquesa of Mantua daughter of Ercole I d’Este, Duke of Ferrara and 
Eleanor of Naples - and the wife of Francesco II Gonzaga, Marquess of 
Mantua who was the subject for the painting of Mona Lisa by Leonardo 
da Vinci - infer. 

The apparent friendship of Pope Alexander VI towards the Jews should 
not be confused his actually particularly liking Jews. Alexander VI viewed 
the Jews as a source of funds for his broader political and religious 
ambitions - as is indicated by the fact that on any given pretext he would 
fine the Jews large sums of money - and also the fact he wanted them to be 
as rich as possible in order to enrich himself. It is quite clear from all his 
machinations that he viewed the Jews as nothing more than a means to an 
end rather than as an end in themselves. 


The Jews were not major players in the politics of Renaissance Italy, but 
they did exert some influence based upon their hold on the Italian banking 
industry: A hold which gradually slipped more-and-more as time went on 
due to the arrival of dynasties of Christian bankers and the relaxation of 
theological prohibitions concerning usury (i.e. from taking any interest to 
taking exorbitant interest). 

In fact, the Jews worked almost exclusively for the forces of Islam in the 
battles between the Ottomans and the European principalities! 


Poor Conrad 

Duke Ulrich of Wiirttemberg served HRE Maximilian I, in the war 
over the succession to the duchy of Bavaria-Landshut in 1504, receiving 
some additions to Wiirttemberg as a reward; he accompanied Maximilian 
on his unfinished journey to Rome in 1508. 

Meanwhile, in Wiirttemberg Ulrich had become very unpopular. His 
extravagance had led to a large accumulation of debt, and his subjects 
were irritated by his oppressive methods of raising money. Duke Ulrich’s 
excessive lifestyle had badly dented the Wiirttemberg treasury, while the 
rural population was increasingly beset by their seignory under the 
condition of serfdom. Instead of cutting down his expenses, the duke raised 
further taxes in 1513 to finance his planned campaign against the Duchy of 
Burgundy. As the citizens of Stuttgart and Tiibingen refused to pay a 
wealth tax, he had an excise imposed on meat, wine and fruit to the 
disadvantage of the unprivileged population. The crop failures of 1508 and 


1513 meant that small farmers were unable to pay the new taxes. This in 
turn led to a hike in food prices. In order to collect the tax, Ulrich had the 
unit of measurement of weight reduced, a move which aroused general 
indignation. For example, for the price of one kilogram of flour, one 
received only 700 grammes. 

In (594 an uprising under the name of Poor Conrad broke out: As a 
protest against the measure, Peter Gaifs (Gaispeter) from Beutelsbach 
carried out a “trial by ordeal” on Saturday, : the new weights 
of Duke Ulrich were to be thrown in the Rems River at Grofheppach. 
Were they to float, they would be legitimized; were they to sink, they 
would be proven fraudulent. As was to be expected, the ordeal “proved” 
the peasants right. The next day, the authorities reacted and insisted on the 
surrender of the weights, a demand that Peter GaiB rejected. Instead he 
convoked a growing crowd of dissatisfied peasants, which moved to the 
nearby town of Schorndorf, where little damage was inflicted, but the duke 
was so concerned that he dropped the unpopular tax. This calmed the 
situation in the Rems Valley temporarily. 

Shortly thereafter, however, further riots broke out in Leonberg and 
Griiningen, encouraged by town priest Rainhard Gaiflin. Peter GaiB also 
traveled again across the country, persuading people to riot against Duke 
Ulrich. In fMiG@29UY, the rebels occupied Schorndorf for ten days; the Duke 
narrowly escaped the turmoil. Marching through the Wiirttemberg estates, 
the rebels set up a camp on the Kappelberg spur near Beutelsbach. 
However, news of approaching well-armed ducal troops persuaded more- 
and-more rebels to leave the camp. Finally the Poor Conrad rebellion 
collapsed quietly. Ducal troops occupied the Rems Valley without 
resistance, hauling the remaining 1700 rebels off to Schorndorf, where they 
were tortured, imprisoned and their commanders beheaded. Fines had to be 
paid, and they were deprived of their rights. 

Ulrich had made important concessions to the estates in return for 
financial aid. The duke’s relations with the Swabian League, moreover, 
were very bad, and trouble soon came from another quarter also. In 1511 
Ulrich had married Sabina daughter of Duke Albert IV of Bavaria - and 
niece of HRE Maximilian I. The marriage was a very unhappy one, and 
having formed an affection for the wife of a knight named Hans von 
Hutten, a kinsman of Ulrich von Hutten, the duke killed Hans in [505 
during an altercation. Hutten’s friends now joined the other elements of 
discontent. 


Johann Reuchlin 

For many years Johann Reuchlin had been increasingly absorbed in 
Hebrew studies. His contemporaries thought that the first step to the 
conversion of the Jews was to take away their books. This view was 
advocated by Johannes Pfefferkorn. In 1510 Reuchlin was appointed by 
HRE Maximilian I to a commission which was convened to review the 
matter. He divided the books into six classes - apart from the “Torah” 
which no one proposed to destroy - and, going through each class, he 
showed that the books openly insulting to Christianity were very few and 
viewed as worthless by most Jews themselves, while the others were either 
works necessary to the Jewish worship, which was licensed by papal as 
well as imperial law, or contain matter of value and scholarly interest 
which ought not to be sacrificed because they were connected with another 
faith than that of the Christians. Maximilian’s other experts proposed that 
all books should be taken from the Jews, declaring that Reuchlin had been 
bribed. 

On Monday, [5§S@ptembenisms, in his capacity as inquisitor, Jacob van 
Hoogstraaten summoned Reuchlin to appear within six days before the 
ecclesiastical court of Mainz to answer to the charges of favouring the 
Jews and their anti-Christian literature: Most of Reuchlin’s career centered 
on advancing German knowledge of Greek and Hebrew. The latter 
appealed to Rome; whereupon Pope Leo X authorized the Bishop of 
Speyer to decide the matter. On Sunday, , the Bishop of 
Speyer announced that Reuchlin’s writings contained nothing injurious to 
the Catholic Faith, pronounced judgment in favour of Reuchlin, and 
condemned Hoogstraaten to pay the expenses consequent upon the process. 
The latter appealed to Rome, but the pope postponed the trial indefinitely. 
At the instance of Franz von Sickingen and others, the Dominicans 
deprived Hoogstraaten of the office of prior and inquisitor, but in 
1520, the pope annulled the decision of the Bishop of Speyer, condemned 
Reuchlin’s writings and reinstated Hoogstraaten. 

This affair helped spark the Protestant Reformation. Although suspected 
of a leaning toward Protestantism, Reuchlin never left the Roman Catholic 
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Church. In 1518 he was appointed professor of Hebrew and Greek at 
Wittenberg, but instead sent his nephew _In 1519, Stuttgart 
was visited by famine, civil war and pestilence. In the spring he found it 
necessary to visit the baths of Liebenzell, and there contracted jaundice, of 
which he died, leaving in the history of the new learning a name only 
second to that of his younger contemporary Erasmus. 


Franz von Sickingen 

Franz von Sickingen (2 March 1481 - 7 May 1523) was a German 
knight and one of the most notable figures of the first period of the 
Reformation. 

Having fought for HRE Maximilian I against Venice in 1508, Sickingen 
inherited large estates on the Rhine, and increased his wealth and 
reputation by numerous private feuds, in which he usually posed as the 
friend of the oppressed. 

In Be. Sickingen took up the quarrel of Balthasar Schlér, a citizen 
who had been driven out of Worms, and attacked this city with 7000 men. 
In spite of the imperial ban, he devastated its lands, intercepted its 
commerce, and desisted only when his demands were granted. He made 
war on Duke Antoine of Lorraine, and compelled Landgrave Philip I of 
Hesse, to pay him 35,000 gulden. In about 1517 Sickingen became intimate 
with Ulrich von Hutten, and gave his support to Hutten’s schemes. He 
assisted many a creditor in procuring what was due him from a powerful 
debtor. In [518 he interfered in a civil conflict in Metz, ostensibly siding 
with the citizens against the governing oligarchy. He led an army of 20,000 
against the city, compelled the magistrates to give him 20,000 gold gulden 
and a month’s pay for his troops. In 1518, Maximilian released him from 
the ban, and he took part in the war carried on by the Swabian League 
against Duke Ulrich of Wiirttemberg. Without being a scholar, he loved 
science and protected men of learning. In (59 a threat from him freed 
Johann Reuchlin from his enemies, the Dominicans of Cologne. His 
castles became (in Hutten’s words) a refuge for righteousness. Here many 
of the reformers found shelter, and a retreat was offered to Martin Luther. 


Fleeing from her husband, Sabina won the support of the emperor and of 
her brother Duke William IV of Bavaria, and Duke Ulrich of 
Wiirttemberg was twice placed under the imperial ban. In the contest for 
the imperial throne upon the death of HRE Maximilian I in January 9 
the Swabian League interfered in the struggle, and Ulrich was driven from 
Wiirttemberg. Sickingen accepted bribes from King Francois I of France, 
but when the election took place he led his troops to Frankfurt, where their 
presence assisted to secure the election of HRE Charles V. For this service 
Sickingen was made imperial chamberlain and councilor, and in [5Qi he 
led an expedition into France, which ravaged Picardy, but was beaten back 
from Méziéres and forced to retreat. 

Ulrich passed some time in Switzerland, France and Germany, occupied 
with brigand exploits and in service under Francois I; but he never lost 
sight of the possibility of recovering Wiirttemberg and about 1523 he 
announced his conversion to the reformed faith. His opportunity came with 
the outbreak of the German Peasants’ War. 


The Sacrilegious Union of the Lily and the Crescent 

Francois I (12 September 1494 - 31 March 1547) son of Count Charles 
of Angouléme and child-bride (age 11) Louise of Savoy was the first King 
of France from the Angouléme branch of the House of Valois, reigning 
from 1515 until his death. He succeeded his cousin and father-in-law Louis 
XII, who died without a male heir. He was a prodigious patron of the arts, 
he initiated the French Renaissance by attracting many Italian artists to 
work on the Chateau de Chambord, including Leonardo da Vinci, who 
brought the “Mona Lisa” with him, which Frangois had acquired: (Da 
Vinci died while guest of Francois I and his sister Marguerite de Navarre). 
When the chateau was nearing completion, Francois showed off his 
enormous symbol of wealth and power by hosting his old archrival, HRE 
Charles V, at Chambord. 

Frangois’ reign saw important cultural changes with the rise of absolute 
monarchy in France, the spread of humanism and Protestantism, and the 
beginning of French exploration of the New World. and 
others claimed lands in the Americas for France and paved the way for the 
expansion of the first French colonial empire. 

The succession of HRE Charles V to the Burgundian Netherlands, the 
throne of Spain, and his subsequent election as Holy Roman Emperor, 
meant that France was geographically encircled by the Habsburg 
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monarchy. Seeking ie suppott of King Henry VIII of England in his 
struggle against Imperial hegemony, he hosted a summit from 

at the Field of the Cloth of Gold - a site in 
Balinghem - between Ardres in northern France and Guines in the then- 
English Pale of Calais, which that was controlled by the monarchs of 
England since the Battle of Crécy in 1346. 

The summit was arranged to increase the bond of friendship between the 
two kings following the Anglo-French treaty of 1514. Each king tried to 
outshine the other, with dazzling tents and clothes, huge feasts, music, 
jousting and games. The tents and the costumes displayed so much cloth of 
gold, an expensive fabric woven with silk and gold thread, that the site of 
the meeting was named after it. While the carefully established rules of the 
tournament stated that the two kings would not compete against each other, 
Henry surprisingly challenged Francois in a wrestling match, but it turned 
sour for Henry when he quickly lost. Relations between the two countries 
worsened soon after the event when Cardinal Wolsey arranged an alliance 
with HRE Charles V, who declared war on France later that year 
commencing the Italian War, which broke out across Western Europe late 
in 1521. 

Charles III, Duke of Bourbon (1490-1527) second son of Count 
Gilbert of Montpensier and Countess Clara Gonzaga of Montpensier 
(daughter of Marquess Federico I Gonzaga of Mantua and Margaret of 
Bavaria) - and sister of condottiero Francesco II (or IV) Gonzaga, ruler of 
the Italian city of Mantua from 1484 until his death from syphilis 
contracted from prostitutes, was Constable of France from 
The death of his wife in 1521 provoked the final breach between Charles 
and King Francois I of France. Charles married his agnatic second cousin, 
Suzanne, suo jure Duchess of Bourbon second child and only daughter of 
Peter II, Duke of Bourbon by his wife and Anne of France, eldest daughter 
of Louis XI “le Prudent” of France. It was a dynastic match, intended to 
settle the question of succession to the Bourbon estates, which had arisen 
because Suzanne’s father, the last of the senior Bourbon line, had died 
without sons. Charles was the scion of the next-senior Bourbon line, and 
thus the “heir male” of the House of Bourbon, while Suzanne was the 
“heir general.” With the marriage, Charles’ position as Duke of Bourbon 
became undisputed. 

Suzanne, a frail girl, had died and left all her estates to Charles, but the 
King’s mother, Louise of Savoy, claimed them as the heir in proximity in 
blood, due to their previous entailments. She proposed to settle the question 
by marrying Charles; he refused the proposal because Louise was over 
forty-five years of age and fourteen years older than him. On behalf of his 
mother, Frangois confiscated a portion of the Bourbon estates before the 
lawsuit had even been opened. Seeing no hope of prevailing, Charles made 
a secret agreement to betray his King and offer his services to the HRE 
Charles V. The Emperor, the Constable, and King Henry VIII of England 
devised a grand plan to partition France. This, however, came to nothing 
because the plot was discovered; Charles was stripped of his offices and 
proclaimed a traitor. He fled into Italy in 

Francois was personally involved in the wars against his great rival the 
HRE Charles V. Following the policy of his predecessors, Francois 
continued the Italian Wars (1521-26). The war pitted King Francois I of 
France and the Republic of Venice against the HRE Charles V, King 
Henry VII of England, and the Papal States. The conflict arose from 
animosity over the election of Charles as Emperor in 1519-20 and from 
Pope Leo X’s need to ally with Charles against Martin Luther. 

Francois led the disastrous defeat at the Battle of Pavia, where the 
French suffered massive casualties and Francois himself was captured and 
many of his chief nobles were killed, led to the end of the war. With 
Francois imprisoned in Spain, a series of diplomatic maneuvers centered 
on his release ensued, including a special French mission sent by Frangois’ 
mother Louise of Savoy to the court of Turkish sultan Siileyman the 
Magnificent that would result in an Ottoman ultimatum to Charles: Jean 
Frangipani, a Croat noble, was commissioned as ambassador by the agents 
of Frangois I of France to the Vizierate of Constantinople, seat of the 
Sultan’s government. Frangipani carried the official letter from Louise of 
Savoy hidden in his boot, secretly inaugurating an unprecedented 
alignment between Christian and Muslim monarchs which caused a 
scandal in the Christian world and laid the foundation for the Franco- 
Ottoman alliance: (The strategic and sometimes tactical alliance was one 
of the most important foreign alliances of France and lasted for more than 
two and a half centuries, until the Napoleonic campaign in Ottoman 
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Egypt, in 1798-1801). 

Stileyman used the opportunity to invade Hungary in the summer of 
ees. defeating Charles’ allies at the Battle of Mohdcs; but, despite these 
efforts, Francois, after several months in prison, was forced to sign the 
humiliating Treaty of Madrid, relinquishing the Duchy of Burgundy and 
the Charolais to the Empire, renounce his Italian ambitions, and return his 
belongings and honours to the traitor Constable de Bourbon. Only a few 
weeks after his release, however, he repudiated the terms of the treaty, 
starting the War of the League of Cognac. Although the Italian Wars 
(1521-26) would continue for another three decades, they would end with 
France having failed to regain any substantial territories in Italy. 


der Grofmiitige 

Philip I, Landgrave of Hesse (13 November 1504 - 31 March 1567), 
nicknamed der Grofmiitige (“the magnanimous”) son of Landgrave 
William II of Hesse and his second wife Anna of Mecklenburg-Schwerin 
(second daughter of Duke Magnus II of Mecklenburg and his wife Sophie 
of Pomerania - sister of Sophie of Mecklenburg-Schwerin), was one of the 
most important of the early Protestant rulers in Germany. 

His father died when Philip was five years old, and in [5 his 
mother, after a series of struggles with the Estates of Hesse, succeeded in 
becoming regent on his behalf. The struggles over authority continued, 
however. To put an end to them, Philip was declared of age in 1518, his 
actual assumption of power beginning the following year. His education 
had been very imperfect, and his moral and religious training had been 
neglected. Despite all this, he developed rapidly as a statesman, and soon 
began to take steps to increase his personal authority as a ruler. 

The first meeting of Philip of Hesse with Martin Luther took place in 
a, at the age of 17, at the Diet of Worms: Luther was excommunicated 
by Pope Leo X on Monday, at the Diet of Worms, resulting 
in his condemnation as an outlaw by HRE Charles V. Despite the 
agreement that he could return home safely, it was privately understood 
that Luther would soon be arrested and punished. To protect him from this 
fate, Prince Frederick seized him on his way home and hid him in 
Wartburg Castle at Eisenach. 

Luther’s disappearance during his return to Wittenberg was planned. He 
had Luther intercepted on his way home in the forest near Wittenberg by 
masked horsemen impersonating highway robbers. They escorted him to 
the security of the Wartburg Castle. Luther stayed at the castle under the 
name of Junker Jérg (Knight George) from MAYEISDIRONVATERNIS22 - 
and it was during this time that Luther began his translation of the Bible 
into German vernacular (instead of Latin), making Scripture more 
accessible to the laity - an event that had a tremendous impact on both the 
church and German culture - and influencing the writing of an English 
translation, the Tyndale Bible, the first English translation to work directly 
from Hebrew and Greek texts by William Tyndale. 

Although it was at the Diet of Worms that Philip was attracted by 
Luther’s personality, he had little interest in the religious elements of the 
gathering - and it wasn’t until; after a personal meeting with the theologian 

in 1524 that Philip embraced Protestantism. He then 
helped suppress the 


by defeating Thomas Miintzer 
at the 


Philip saw potential in creating an alliance between Zwingli and Luther, 
seeing strength in a united Protestant front. A meeting was held in his 
castle in 1529, now known as the Colloquy of Marburg, which has become 
infamous for its complete failure. The two men could not come to any 
agreement due to their disputation over one key doctrine: Although Luther 
preached consubstantiation in the Eucharist over transubstantiation, he 
believed in the spiritual presence of Christ at the Mass. Zwingli, inspired 


by Dutch theologian Cornelius Hoen, believed that the mass was only 
representative and memorial - Christ was not present. 


The Poor Baron’s Revolt 

After the failure of the French expedition, Franz von Sickingen, aided 
by Ulrich von Hutten, formed, or revived, a large scheme to overthrow the 
spiritual princes and to elevate the order of knighthood. The Knights’ 
Revolt of was a revolt by a number of Protestant and religious 
humanist German knights led by Sickingen, against the Roman Catholic 
Church and the Holy Roman Emperor. 

Sickingen hoped to secure this by the help of the towns and peasantry, 
and promote his own situation. A large army was soon collected, many 
nobles from the upper Rhineland joined the standard, and at Landau. In 


WUSUSMISI, Sickingen was formally named commander. He declared war 
against his old enemy, Richard Greiffenklau of Vollraths, archbishop of 
Trier - a staunch opponent of Luther and his supporters, and marched 
against that city. Trier was loyal to the archbishop, and the landgrave of 
Hesse and Count Palatine Louis V of the Rhine hastened to his assistance. 
Sickingen, without the help he needed, was compelled to fall back on his 
castle, Burg Nanstein at Landstuhl - reckoned to be one of the strongest 
castles in Germany, collecting much booty on the way. Hutten fled to 
Switzerland, and with other emissaries began looking for support for a new 
military campaign for the following year. 

On Sunday, Q2NGGOBERSAD, the council of regency placed him under 
the ban, to which he replied, in the eeaSEA, by plundering 
Kaiserslautern. The Archbishop Richard of Trier, Landgrave Philip I of 
Hesse, and Louis V, Elector Palatine decided to move against him, and 
having obtained help from the Swabian League, marched on Burg 
Nanstein. Sickingen refused to negotiate, fully expecting to last at least four 
months, by which time reinforcements would arrive to rescue him. 
However, he had underestimated the power of the new artillery weapons, 
and breaches were soon made in an otherwise impregnable fortress - within 
one week his defences were in ruins and he had received a very serious 
wound himself. This attack was one of the first occasions on which 
artillery was used. On Sunday, , Sickingen was forced to 
capitulate, and on the following day he died. With his death, Knighthood as 
a significant force in Central Europe died too. Hutten only outlived 
Sickingen by a few months, first meeting the reformer Huldrych Zwingli in 
Ziirich, before dying alone of syphilis in a Swiss monastery. 

Most of the Revolt’s significant supporters had their castles confiscated. 
The Archbishop of Mainz was even fined for his suspected complicity in 
the plot. The Knights were now generally bankrupt as a result of the 
Revolt’s inability to change their situation in the face of increasing 
inflation, declining agriculture, increased demands by the princes and the 
inability to live by legal “highway robbery.’ Most Knights therefore lived 
as petty feudal masters, making a living by taxing their peasants hard. 
They had no real independence now, and those that did rise above their 
status did so by acting as competent managers, priests and generals for the 
Princes. A few, such as Florian Geyer, refused to give in, and assisted the 
peasants in their own rebellion a few years later. The widespread refusal to 
pay church tithes during the Revolt spread to the peasant classes 
subsequently, and inspired them to refuse to pay the tithe which was one of 
the factors leading to the Peasants’ Revolt. Thus either the government of 
the province would have to deal with the corrupt institutions, or the 
peasants would take this into their own hands and plunder them. 


Johann Esch and Heinrich Voes 

Johann Esch and Heinrich Voes were Augustinian monks of Saint 
Augustine’s Monastery in Antwerp. When in By all the monks there 
publicly professed Lutheran doctrine, the Bishop of Cambrai had them all 
arrested and imprisoned in Vilvorde, where they were interrogated by 
Jacob van Hoogstraaten from Cologne and some dependably Catholic 
professors. When the monks realized that they risked being burned alive if 
they did not recant, all except three - Johann Esch, Heinrich Voes, and 
Lampertus Thorn - recanted. The recanting monks were released but were 
not returned to the monastery, which instead was declared defiled and soon 
demolished. 

Esch, Voes, and Thorn, still held in custody, were questioned again by 
the ecclesiastical inquisition court, but they refused to recant. They were 
then handed over to the secular court and sentenced to death. They were 
taken to Brussels and held until the appointed day of execution. 
Meanwhile, new attempts were made to get them to renounce. Voes was 
brought first to the inquisitors, but he refused to recant. Esch also refused to 
renounce Lutheranism. Thorn asked for an additional four-day period to 
study the scriptures with respect to his views, and thus he was not executed 
then with Esch and Voes. Esch and Voes were summarily delivered to the 
executioner, brought to the marketplace in Brussels, and burned at the 
stake on Sunday, [GRa523. 

Johann Esch and Heinrich Voes were the first two Lutheran martyrs 
executed by the Council of Brabant for their adherence to Reformation 
doctrine. For some reason, the charges against them were not read aloud as 
was the established practice; it has been conjectured that the authorities 
were concerned that hearing the charges might cause Lutheran ideas to 
spread among the public witnesses or that the ideas were already there and 
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would ignite a protest. Thorn was spared in prison for an additional five 
years, dying in prison in L 

David Reubeni 


There suddenly appeared a swarthy dark-skinned Jewish dwarf in 
Christian Europe who called himself David Reubeni - a man of dark 
complexion, like a Negro, and of low stature. He claimed that he came 
from beyond the other side of the Sambation - an otherwise impassable 
river - where his people lived an idyllic life and were prepared for the 
arrival of the Messiah. Indeed, he also intimated that the time of the 
Messiah was close at hand - and that his kingdom had sent him as an 
emissary to the Jews and non-Jews of Europe. He always insisted that he 
was the son of a deceased monarch (King Suleiman of Habor), and that he 
was the Minister of Habor’s War Department, now governed by his elder 
brother, King Joseph of Habor. According to Reubeni’s own story this 
kingdom had 300,000 “Israelite” subjects. 

Reubeni, disguised by dressing as a Muslim and claiming to be a 
descendant of Muhammad, had traveled in the Ottoman Empire in the 

- and to Venice by way of Alexandria in . He 
arrived with a great deal of pomp, including a glittering Oriental costume, a 
bejeweled sword, perfumed beard and with impressive flags and banners, 
entering the city riding upon a white horse. He presented himself not as a 
beggar, but as a prince of the lost tribe of Reuben, claiming to represent a 
mission from the Jews of the east. Many Jews believed in him - and he did 
a great deal for Jewish pride. He rode through the streets of the main cities 
of Europe dressed in a manner that no other Jew could dress in. He was 
accepted at the courts of kings - and even received an audience with the 
Pope Clement VI. 

Reubeni envisioned a grand alliance between three Christian kings and 
one Jewish kingdom: King Charles V of the Holy Roman Empire, the 
King of France, - the western alias given to the Emperor of 
Ethiopia, and the Jewish kingdom of Khaibar which was then governed by 
Reubeni’s brother. The broader aim of this alliance was meant to provide 
the necessary force of men in arms to expel the Ottoman Turks from the 
Land of Israel, and to facilitate what Reubeni believed was the imminent 
redemption of the oppressed nation of Israel. To achieve this objective, 
Reubeni needed to enlist the help of Pope Clement VII, and, therefore, 
attracting funding from a Jewish painter named Mose, and a Jewish 
merchant named Felice, he set out for Rome. 

In Rome, with the help of a Jewish friend, Reubeni obtained an audience 
with the Quabbalist Cardinal Giles of Viterbo and Pope Clement VII. He 
laid out his detailed plans before the Pope, who had said to him that he 
could not personally get involved in helping to build such a coalition, but 
nevertheless referred him to young King Joao II of Portugal, who was 
directly related to King Charles by virtue of his marriage with his sister. 
Acquiescing, Reubeni then set sail from Italy for Portugal, accompanied 
with a brief and letters of recommendation from the Pope to help facilitate 
his errand. 

Jewish people raised money privately to give to Reubeni for his travel to 
Almeirim, the residence of King Joao II of Portugal, which he reached in 

- and was given an audience with King Joao. Reubeni, 
though, stood in need of interpreters who escorted him in his journey, 
since he was only familiar with the Hebrew and Arabic languages. 
Engaged in persecuting suspected marranos, the king found it difficult to 
enter into an alliance with a Jew. At first the king promised him a force of 
eight ships and 4000 cannon. While they were negotiating, the king 
refrained from interfering with conversos. 

Jewish ambassadors from the Barbary States visited Reubeni at the 
Portuguese court. Some conversos were so excited by this activity that they 
rose in arms near Badajoz, where they freed a converso woman from the 
Inquisition. Portuguese authorities became worried about Reubeni’s 
mission and the dangers of popular unrest. Reubeni fell into ill-repute with 
King Joao, who distrusted his motives, and asked him to leave his 
kingdom. Reubeni then went to Avignon to take his cause to the papal 
court. 


Shelomo Molkho 


Reubeni’s striking appearance and messianic claims attracted the 
attention of a Portuguese mystic and pseudo-Messiah Diego Pires, a 
converso youth of noble birth, who, through the good agencies of Reubeni, 
at a time when pressures were causing Jews to convert to Christianity and 
the Inquisition was ravaging the Jewish communities in Spain and 
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Portugal, where he originated, had succeeded in returning to his Jewish 
roots. He was person of great intellect and charisma. He said that he 
looked forward to his martyrdom on behalf of the Jewish religion. He did 
not claim to be the Messiah or even his messenger, but he said - somewhat 
elliptically - that his martyrdom would usher in the Messianic Era. It 
would be an expression of the messianic hope of the Jewish people, 
following which the Messiah would arrive. On meeting Reubeni after the 
latter’s arrival in Portugal in 595, Pires asked to be circumcised. Reubeni 
dissuaded him but, undeterred, he circumcised himself and took a Hebrew 
name: Shelomo Molkho. 

Reubeni suggested to Molkho that he flee, while he himself was forced 
to leave Portugal because of the suspicion that he had had a part in 
Molkho’s conversion. The details of Molkho’s flight are uncertain: There 
are those who claim that he spent some time in Italy, Jerusalem, Safed, 
Damascus, and even Constantinople. All authorities agree, however, that 
he settled for a period in Salonika where he studied the 

. There he probably met 

, whose writings reflect his admiration for Molkho. Molkho gathered 

disciples in Salonika, and students prevailed upon him to publish a 

collection of his sermons which were filled with expectation of coming 
redemption. 

In the sack of Rome -_ he saw the signs of the coming redemption, 
and returned to Italy in and began to preach about it in Ancona - 
attracting many people, including Christians. The accusations of an 
informer that he was a Marrano who had reverted to Judaism caused him 
to flee to Pesaro and eventually to Rome. By then Molkho had become 
convinced that he was indeed the Messiah. 

However, his charade lasted only about ten years. Then he overdid it. He 
began to believe his own rhetoric. What began as a prank turned into 
something serious. When he started to believe his own fantasy he opened 
himself up to destruction. 

He took it upon himself to meet with the Christian rulers of Portugal to 
save the Jews, who had been expelled from Portugal in 1496, those staying 
behind being forced to convert to Christianity and exposed to the worst 
excesses of the Inquisition. During the next thirty years, the king and 
clergy in Portugal were more fanatical than even the rulers of Spain. 
Reubeni visited the king of Portugal to explain to him the dilemma of the 
Jews. But the king promptly arrested him and threw him into the dungeon. 
He was imprisoned ten years, then disappeared... - some say he was burned 
at the stake in a large auto de fé in Lisbon in the 1540s. However, it is not 
certain — but he was never seen or heard from again. 


The Great German Peasants’ Revolt 

The Great German Peasants’ Revolt (Deutscher Bauernkrieg) was a 

widespread popular revolt in the German-speaking areas of Central Europe 

. The war began with separate insurrections, beginning 
in the southwestern part of what is now Germany and neighboring Alsace, 
and spread in subsequent insurrections to the central and eastern areas of 
Germany and present-day Austria. The revolt incorporated some principles 
and rhetoric from the emerging Protestant Reformation, through which the 
peasants sought freedom and influence. 

In the 16" century, many parts of Europe had common political links 
within the Holy Roman Empire, a decentralized entity in which the Holy 
Roman Emperor himself had little authority outside of his own dynastic 
lands, which covered only a small fraction of the whole. At the time of the 
Peasants’ War, King Charles V of Spain held the position of Holy Roman 
Emperor (elected in 1519). Aristocratic dynasties ruled hundreds of largely 
independent territories (both secular and ecclesiastical) within the 
framework of the empire, and several dozen others operated as semi- 
independent city-states. The princes of these dynasties were taxed by the 
Roman Catholic church. The princes could only gain, economically, by 
breaking away from the Roman church and establishing a German church 
under their own control, which would then not be able to tax them as the 
Roman church did. Most German princes broke with Rome using the 
nationalistic slogan of “German money for a German church.” 

Princes often attempted to force their freer peasants into serfdom by 
increasing taxes and introducing Roman civil law. Roman civil law 
advantaged princes who sought to consolidate their power because it 
brought all land into their personal ownership and eliminated the feudal 
concept of the land as a trust between lord and peasant that conferred rights 
as well as obligations on the latter. By maintaining the remnants of the 
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ancient law which legitimized their own rule, they not only elevated their 
wealth and position in the empire through the confiscation of all property 
and revenues, but increased their power over their peasant subjects. 

When the German Peasants’ War broke out in [[524, spurred on by 
Martin Luther's teachings, German Protestants were divided along class 
lines. Protestant peasants and silver miners, led by Thomas Miintzer, began 
taking over farms and mines. Miintzer also called for the abolition of all 
political posts except for that of the Emperor (who in the Holy Roman 
Empire was elected by landholders - which Miintzer asserted would now 
include peasants and miners). Martin Luther thought this had gone too far, 
and sided with Protestant aristocrats who only wanted clerical reforms, 
calling upon peasants to put down their arms and surrender their farms. 
Miintzer’s radical faction concluded that Luther was a traitor and continued 
to fight against both Catholic and Lutheran nobles. 

In mounting their insurrection, peasants faced insurmountable obstacles. 
The democratic nature of their movement left them without a command 
structure and they lacked artillery and cavalry. Most of them had little, if 
any, military experience. In combat they often turned and fled, and were 
massacred by their pursuers. The opposition had experienced military 
leaders, well-equipped and disciplined armies, and ample funding. 

Florian Geyer von Giebelstadt, like many knights, originally sided with 
Luther against the Roman Catholic hierarchy. Geyer, together with a 
handful of dissident low-ranking knights and several hundred hastily 
trained peasant militiamen, established the Black Company (Schwarze 
Haufen) (often called the Black Host or Black Band) in [595 in 
Rothenburg, out of local, home guard farmers - maybe 600 men - and a 
company of mercenary knights, which was possibly the only heavy cavalry 
division in European history to fight on the side of a peasant revolution. 
Geyer managed to shape the Black Company into something like a 
company of real soldiers, instead of just an armed mob. Some of the 
knights were probably his vassals. By checking Imperial and Protestant 
knights on the battlefield, the Black Company allowed Miintzer’s 
motivated infantry to score a string of victories and liberate huge swaths of 
the German countryside. Geyer became a folk hero in Franconia and the 
whole of Germany, and is reputed to have had the words “Nulla crux, nulla 
corona” (“Neither cross nor crown’) scratched on the blade of his sword. 
All sides credited him with the wanton destruction of cathedrals and 
castles, and summary executions of the lords and priests contained therein. 

After the Company took over the area around Rothenburg, it proceeded 
to Swabia to destroy fortified monasteries and castles and prevent their 
becoming strongholds of the Swabian League. Those who didn’t attack the 
Black Company were left unharmed during these actions. But in 
Sweinsburg, Swabia, another company, led by peasant leader Jdcklein 
Rohrbach, executed about 50 local knights after they had opened fire on 
two negotiators. Geyer disapproved of this slaughtering and moved his 
troops back to Franconia to continue the fight. But Rohrbach’s action had 
sealed the fate of captured peasants and of Geyer’s men. From that time on, 
the Truchsess (“Steward”) of Waldburg, commander of the Swabian 
League, showed little mercy to the Black Company and hunted them down 
ruthlessly throughout Swabia. Rohrbach himself was burned alive when he 
was captured in 1525. At the same time other captive peasants were 
beheaded and hanged on the trees. 

In the Battle of Ingolstadt, in MBYGNSRS, the Black Company found 
itself alone against the forces of the Swabian League after its allies had 
been destroyed. The Black Company fought its way back to Ingolstadt and 
occupied the ruins of the castle, the main buildings of which the members 
of the Company had themselves burned down some months before. The 
troops of the League encircled the castle and started their attack. The 
castle’s occupants fought off two assaults but during the third attack, and 
after the League’s heavy artillery breached the massive walls, they were 
killed off. Geyer himself wasn’t there during the last battle. He waited for 
an escort in Rothenburg, but was banned from the city before it arrived. 

The Battle of Frankenhausen, the final act of the German Peasants’ 
War, was fought on Friday, I5UMAYUIS25. Joint troops of Landgrave Philip 
I of Hesse and Duke George of Saxony defeated the peasants under their 
leader Thomas Miintzer near Frankenhausen in the County of 
Schwarzburg. 

On Wednesday, QOMSAPEINMISDS, the struggles in and around 
Frankenhausen had culminated into an open revolt. Large parts of the 
citizenry joined the uprising, occupied the town hall and stormed the castle 
of the Counts of Schwarzburg. In the following days, a rising number of 


insurgents gathered around the town, and when Miintzer arrived with 300 
fighters from MiihIhausen on Monday, MYM several thousand peasants 
of the surrounding Thiiringian and Saxon estates camped in the fields and 
pastures. However Philip of Hesse and his father-in-law George of Saxony 
were on Miintzer’s trail and directed their Landsknecht troops toward 
Frankenhausen. 

The Princes’ troops were mostly mercenaries. As such they were well 
equipped, were well trained, and had good morale. The peasants, in 
contrast, were badly equipped with scythes and flails, had no training 
whatsoever, and furthermore were in disagreement whether to fight against 
or to negotiate with the enemy. Nevertheless, on they 
had been able to ward off some smaller attacks of the Hesse and 
Brunswick troopers, though they failed to reap the benefits of their victory. 
Instead the insurgents arranged a ceasefire and withdrew into a wagon fort 
to co-ordinate their further course of action, while the Saxon forces 
approached. The next day Philip’s troops united with the Saxon army of 
Duke George and immediately broke the truce, starting a heavy combined 
infantry, cavalry and artillery attack. The peasants were caught off guard 
and fled in panic to the town, followed and continuously attacked by the 
mercenaries. Most of the insurgents were slain in what turned out to be a 
massacre. Casualty figures are unreliable but peasant losses have been 
estimated at 3000-10,000 and the Landsknecht casualties estimated as low 
as six (two of whom were only wounded). Miintzer himself was captured, 
tortured and finally executed at MiihIhausen on Wednesday, 27 May 1525, 

In the aftermath of the Battle of Frankenhausen, the peasant leader 
Florian Geyer was one of the last survivors of Miintzer’s army. During the 
night of Tuesday, , he was contacted in Wiirzburg by two 
servants (reportedly including Christoph Kretzen) of his brother-in-law 
Wilhelm von Grumbach - a member of the old Franconian noble family 
von Grumbach, who had the stated intention of helping him rekindle the 
rebellion. While traveling north together, on the night of Saturday-Sunday 

, they stabbed Geyer to death in the Gramschatz Forest near 
Grumbach ’s hometown, Rimpar. 

The German Peasants’ War failed because of the intense opposition by 
the aristocracy, who slaughtered up to 100,000 of the 300,000 poorly 
armed peasants and farmers. 


Vittoria Colonna 

Condottiero Fabrizio I Colonna son of Edoardo Colonna and Filippa 
Conti married Agnese da Montefeltro daughter of Duke Federico III da 
Montefeltro of Urbino and Battista Sforza: Their daughter was the poetess 
Vittoria Colonna (April 1492 - 25 February 1547), who had no children. 

Vittoria Colonna was betrothed when she was four years old to six-year- 
old Francisco Fernando d’Avalos son of Marquis Alfonso d’Avalos 
d'Aquino of Pescara, at the insistence of King Ferdinand of Naples. She 
received the highest education and gave early proof of a love of letters. Her 
hand was sought by many suitors, including the dukes of Savoy and 
Braganza, but at nineteen, by her own ardent desire, she was married to 
d’ Avalos on the island of Ischia on Monday, 27§DBCEMBEMNSO9. There she 
became part of the literary circle of Duchess Costanza d'Avalos of 
Francavilla, her husband’s aunt. 

The early death of her husband, a general of the Spanish army, who died 
under the strain of wounds and exposure sustained at the Battle of Pavia in 
BS. gave Colonna the opportunity to develop and maintain her literary 
contacts and become one of the most popular poets of sixteenth-century 
Italy. She was an intimate friend and muse of the aging Michelangelo and 
they had many meetings together at the Palace. They also exchanged letters 
and sonnets over a long period and it is clear she had a great influence on 
his work. So close was their friendship that Michelangelo painted her in his 
famous Universal Judgment behind the altar of the Sistine Chapel: (Her 
profile can be seen in the portrait of the woman above and to the right of 
Simone of Cirene, the one carrying the cross, close to the self-portrait of 
the painter). 

Among her literary friends were Venetian scholar Pietro Bembo, Luigi 
Alamanni - a prolific and versatile poet, Baldassare Castiglione - most 
famous for his authorship of “// Libro del Cortegiano” (“The Book of the 
Courtier’) and Marguerite de Navarre - an outstanding figure of the 
French Renaissance and the most influential woman in France during her 
lifetime. 

Although she was an advocate of religious reform, there is no reason to 
believe that her religious convictions were irreconcilable with those of the 
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Catholic church and that she herself became a Protestant. 


Il sacco di Roma 

HRE Maximilian I formed the first mercenary Landsknecht regiments 
in 1487 - colourful professional soldiers of fortune with a formidable 
reputation, consisting predominantly of German mercenary pikemen and 
supporting foot soldiers and arquebusiers - in conscious imitation of the 
Swiss mercenaries. He called upon Georg von Frundsberg (1473-1528) - 
a capable and chivalrous soldier who was a devoted servant of the 
Habsburgs, sometimes referred to as the “Father of the Landsknechts,” to 
assist him in their organization. Landsknechts later went on to fight in 
almost every 16"-century military campaign, sometimes on both sides of 
the engagement. 

Fabrizio Maramaldo, having a reputation as a ruthless mercenary and 
ravager, had fled Naples after he murdered his wife, seeking protection 
under Federico I, Duke of Mantua in the Republic of Venice. In (526 he 
was absolved of the crime of uxoricide by HRE Charles V. He fought the 
Ottomans in Hungary and the French in Piedmont, (surrounded on three 
sides by the Alps). He suffered a grievous setback in the 1526 siege he laid 
to the city of Asti, in the Piedmont region of northwestern Italy, where, 
after having breached the walls by cannon fire for a final assault, victory 
was snatched from his grasp by the intervention of the town’s patron saint, 
St. Secondus of Asti who is said to have appeared in the sky. Fighting on 
the imperial side, he took part in the Sack of Rome the following year. 

His name became synonymous with maltreatment of the weak or anyone 
incapable of defending himself, or for the type of person who shows 
himself ready to overcome or betray others as soon as he detects some 
weakness. The black name he earned in Italian history and popular 
memory came from the way he dispatched Francesco Ferruccio, the 
captain of the Florentine army - a man with a reputation as a daring fighter 
and swashbuckler. Maramaldo fought for the Duke of Orange, for the 
restoration of the Medici, against the army of the Florentine Republic. The 
two forces clashed in the town of Gavinana on Sunday, SUAWBUSHIS30, 
and Maramaldo murdered his old enemy, who had been grievously 
wounded and taken prisoner, against the principles of chivalrous conduct in 
wartime. 

Ferruccio was flung down at Maramaldo’s feet with great force, 
however, he raised himself on one arm, and maintained a front more lofty 
and daring than ever. Maramaldo approached him and said: “You are here 
at last, merchant.” But Ferruccio, disarmed, and disabled, and helpless as 
he was, defied him to his face, and called him a liar, and while he was thus 
upbraiding the traitor, Maramaldo unsheathed his dagger and held it up in 
Ferruccio’s face... but Ferruccio did not flinch. Twice the blade was 
plunged into his throat, and, dying, blood spouting from his mouth, 
Ferruccio murmured his dying words: “Vile poltroon (i.e. coward), you 
murder a dead man.” 

Maramaldo’s deed earned him immortal infamy. 

Four years earlier, Pope Adrian VI died, and Cardinal Giulio 
d’Giuliano de Medici became Pope Clement VII, inheriting a tenuous 
political position: (He perversely chose the name of the murderous, if able, 
simonistic Anti-Pope Clement VII of the Great Western Papal Schism, 
when three men simultaneously claimed to be the true pope). War was 
raging between King Francois I of France and Charles V, ruler of both 
the Spanish Empire (from 1516) and the Holy Roman Empire of German 
Nation (from 1519), and Clement was not only chronically ill, but, despite 
being naturally intelligent and harboring the greatest of intentions, he was 
neither experienced nor ruthless enough to navigate the dangerous waters 
of medieval wartime politics. 

The rivalry of France and the Hapsburg-Spanish combination was now 
working itself out in Italy. Trying to play off one against the other after the 
Italian habit, the new Pope allied with Catholic France first, but when 
Francois I was captured in 1525, he then sided with Charles. By this point, 
ten years had passed since Martin Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses, and 
Charles was being forced to acquiesce to a growing Protestant populace, 
many of which wanted to violently overthrow the Catholic hierarchy. 
Although the Emperor himself was a good Catholic, and this sort of rage 
and revolution was contrary to Martin Luther’s own hopes, much of the 
Lutheran population had their eyes set on revenge against the hallmarks of 
Catholicism - namely, the Pope and the city of Rome. Their passions were 
stirred even more when Francois was released in {{§26, and Clement gave 
his support to the Kingdom of France in an attempt to alter the balance of 
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power in the region, and free the Papacy from dependency, i.e. a growing 
weakness to “Imperial domination” by the Holy Roman Empire and the 
anti-Hapsburg League of Cognac. 

Pope Clement VII managed only to gain the mistrust of both and lose a 
dependable alliance with either. When Francois I renewed the war for 
Milan in (5%, his initial success decided Clement, in spite of the Papacy’s 
recent pact with the Empire, to enter into a secret treaty with Frangois in 
return for his promise to respect the Papal States and Medici rule of 
Florence, Clement’s primary interest. On discovering the Pope’s double 
dealing, HRE Charles V - the prominent heir of the Hapsburg dynasty - 
was infuriated and swore to go to Italy in person to “revenge myself on 
those who have injured me, particularly that fool of a Pope.” 

Charles attempted, however, to forestall the need for war by signing an 
eight-month armistice with Pope Clement, the terms for which also 
entailed the Vatican paying the Empire a sum of 60,000 ducats - money 
which Charles desperately needed: His army had defeated the French in 
Italy, but funds were not available to pay the soldiers. The 34,000 Imperial 
troops - who were largely anti-Catholic Lutherans - mutinied and forced 
their commander, Charles III, Duke of Bourbon and Constable of 
France, to lead them south to the rich, fat, and undefended city of Rome. 
Their way south was actively aided by food and free passage provided by 
the dukes of Ferrara and Urbino in revenge for wrongs each had suffered at 
the hands of Medici popes. 

Apart from some 6000 Spaniards under the Duke, the army included 
some 14,000 Landsknechts under Georg von Frundsberg, some Italian 
infantry led by the illiterate , the powerful Italian 
cardinal Pompeo Colonna and , and also some cavalry 
under command of : 
Though Martin Luther himself was not in favor of it, some who 
considered themselves followers of Luther’s Protestant movement viewed 
the Papal capital as a target for religious reasons, and shared with the 
soldiers a desire for the sack and pillage of a city that appeared to be an 
easy target. Numerous bandits, along with the League’s deserters, joined 
the army during its march. Meanwhile, the mercenaries were starving. 
Frundsberg’s war chests were empty, and the men were reduced to eating 
the bark from trees. 

Discipline broke down near Modena on Sunday, [B§MAREANISI7, when 
no decisive battle developed after months of campaigning in Italy. Payment 
for the mercenaries remained overdue and, in the end, even Frundsberg 
was unable to rally the Landsknechts and restore order. On Wednesday, 16 
Mareni527, troops camped in a swamp near Bologna were on the verge of 
rebellion. Mustering all of his authority, Frundsberg confronted his furious 
soldiers, but the matter shook the old commander to such an extent that he 
suffered a stroke in the middle of his speech, which paralyzed him and 
deprived him of his ability to speak. Unable to regain his physical strength, 
Frundsberg was moved to Germany after a long struggle in Italian 
hospitals. Tormented by great anxiety over the situation with his 
mercenaries or “beloved sons,” the loss of his personal estate and death of 
one of his sons, Frundsberg died in his castle in Mindelheim. 

The miserly Medici Pope Clement VII hesitated far too long before 
finally dispatching a carriage with 60,000 ducats (210 kilograms of gold). 
But the ransom money almost fell into the hands of thieves, and the 
transfer was aborted. Frundsberg’s second-in-command, Charles de 
Bourbon, managed to channel the mercenaries’ fury and proposed an 
attack on Rome. Marching at high speed, the hungry mercenaries advanced 
southward past Florence, while special envoys attempted to extort a ransom 
from the pope. 

On the morning of Friday, Q§M@Y™ISI7. the Imperial army - including 
Spanish Catholics, Italian mercenaries, and the flamboyant and much- 
feared Landsknechts, who wielded pikes, great swords, and medieval 
firearms - reached the walls of the Eternal City shrouded in a heavy fog. 
The mob of 24,000 mercenaries fighting on behalf of HRE Charles V 
began to storm the capital of Christendom, using crudely-fashioned 
ladders made of laths and vine stakes, attempting to climb the city’s 
ancient defensive walls - and Bourbon was killed scaling a ladder by a 
shot in the abdomen in the first few minutes of the attack, rendering the 
emperor’s army completely leaderless and without restraint. Powder smoke 
billowed from heavy cannons - at 7:30 a.m., intruders broke through 
Rome’s defenses, entering the Vatican district and - armed with long 
halberds, crossbows, swords and crude pistols - the dehumanized hordes 
went on a grim rampage. From there, they crossed the bridges across the 
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Tiber River and, with a horrible roar, chaos advanced into the center of 
Rome. 

Clement’s first intention was to encounter the invaders in his full 
splendor, and to that end he dressed in his finest regalia. He was at Mass 
when he heard the blares of cannon, and the cries of the patients in the 
nearby Santo Spirito Hospital, who were being slaughtered by the 
invaders. Before long he succumbed to a combination of reason and the 
insistence of his entourage, and he fled. 

The Commander of the Pontificia Helvetiorum Cohors - the Pontifical 
Swiss Guard - was Kaspar Roist, whose father, Colonel Markus Roist, had 
previously served in the same position. Kaspar assembled his small force of 
men and prepared to hold off the invaders as long as possible, to allow the 
Pontiff to escape. 42 of the Guard, led by Hercules Goldli, escorted the 
Pope, while the remaining 147 remained behind to protect the single entry 
into the Basilica. They made their stand at the foot of the obelisk, which at 
that time was just outside the graveyard of the Campio Santo Teutonico 
(German College), to the left of the Basilica. RGéist’s wife, Elizabeth 
Klingler, watched from an overhead window as her husband was mortally 
wounded by Spanish troops. R6ist’s men reverently carried their 
Commander’s body to his house, and gently laid him on his bed to die, only 
to have more of the marauders break in and hack his body to pieces; 
Elizabeth tried to shield his body from them, and she lost several fingers as 
a result; the remainder of the Swiss Guard retreated and reorganized on the 
steps of the Basilica, and were massacred where they stood. The last of 
Rdéist’s 147 men died on the Altar of St. Peter, after having inflicted about 
900 casualties amongst their enemies. 

However, their bravery had allowed the pope and his loyal supporters to 
escape via a secret corridor (built for such emergencies by Alexander VI): 
The Pope - still in his flowing, scarlet robes - had to be literally carried 
through the secret exit, because he was sick and too weak to stand on his 
own. One of his cardinals flung a cloak over the Pontiff’s head, lest he be 
recognized and shot through the corridor’s windows. Another carried the 
train of his robes as they fled down the corridor. Behind them, an invading 
army was committing the harshest atrocities upon the Eternal City in its 
existence. 

The orgy of human barbarity lasted a total of eight days. It was 
anarchy: First, the gangs defiled Rome’s splendidly filled churches, 
defiling relics, looting holy sites and dragging away tabernacles, liturgical 
vessels and crosses. Buildings were looted house-to-house and burned, and 
whilest fires raged out of control, priests were tortured (including the future 
Pope Julian IIT), women, regardless of age were raped or auctioned off at 
public markets, and orphaned children and hospital patients were tortured 
and killed. Then, with screams and groans filling every quarter, they turned 
their attention to the wealthy citizens. 

The nobility and merchants received the same treatment. Ransoms were 
fixed on the wealthy and atrocious tortures devised to make them pay; if 
they could not, they were killed. Roughly 25 cardinals were living in Rome 
at the time: The mercenaries broke into their palazzi, dragged out the 
clergyman by their hair and forced them to pay tribute. Priests, monks and 
other clergy were victimized with extra brutality; Catholic nuns dragged to 
brothels or sold to soldiers in the streets. Palaces were plundered and left in 
flames; churches and monasteries sacked for their treasures, relics 
trampled after being stripped of jeweled covers, tombs broken open in the 
search for more treasure... and the Vatican used as a stable. Archives and 
libraries were burned, their contents scattered or used as bedding for 
horses. Surveying the scene, even a Colonna wept: “Hell has nothing to 
compare with the present state of Rome.” 

However, during this prolonged pillage, Palazzo Colonna was not 
touched and, in fact, was able to offer asylum and protection to three 
thousand of its citizens including many Cardinals and the famous Isabella 
d’Este, Duchess of Mantua. 

The invaders also expressed their hatred of the Holy See by staging 
mock processions. Lutherans of the feared Landsknecht delighted in 
parodying the papal rites, parading through the streets in the rich vestments 
of prelates and the red robes and hats of cardinals, with a leader playing the 
part of Pope riding on an ass. Mercenaries rode the city dressed as 
cardinals, while prostitutes were given golden chasubles to wear. One of 
the soldiers broke the head off of the spear said to have punctured the side 
of Christ, and mounted it derisively on his own. A priest was told to give 
Holy Communion to a donkey. When he refused, the mercenaries beat him 
to death. The Cardinal of Aracoeli was forced to lie on a bier and then 


give his own eulogy in a church. Martin Luther was elected pope in a 
solemn parody, the soldiery shouting: 

“Vivat Lutherus pontifex!” 

(“Long live Luther, Pontiff!) 

Cardinal Pompeo Colonna played a visible military role, leading a 
group of mercenaries and peasants from the Colonna fiefs in Lazio and 
elsewhere, ultimately amounting to more than 8000 men. The Cardinal was 
accompanied by his half-brother Giacomo. Camillo Colonna, the son of 
Cardinal Pompeo’s eldest brother, led the street fighting as far as the Orsini 
stronghold at Monte Giordano. 

The mercenaries dragged off sacks of gold and stabbed so many citizens 
“that one could no longer see the pavement while walking down the street, 
there were so many corpses.” Once they had emptied out the villas and 
churches, the greedy invaders searched the city’s gardens and canals for 
hiding places. In the end, they even broke open the graves of saints, 
including the tomb of St. Peter the Apostle. The looters made off with an 
estimated 10 million ducats - the equivalent of 35 tons of gold. About 
12,000 people died, with about 2000 of their bodies thrown into the Tiber 
River. 

After three days, a newly installed “soldiers' council” ordered the 
mercenaries to end the pillaging, but no one listened. The men continued to 
play dice on the church altars and drink with prostitutes from shiny 
chalices. But the bloody carnival continued for another nine months before 
the invaders finally left the city. Eventually, the sacking did end, but the 
occupation continued. Meanwhile, epidemics had broken out - the plague 
hit the city during the summer - and bread prices had risen to astronomic 
levels. The streets and alleys were filled with the stench of corpses. 

For weeks Rome smoked and stank of unburied corpses gnawed by 
dogs. The occupation lasted nine months, inflicting irreparable damage. 
Only when plague appeared and food vanished, leaving famine, did the 
drunken satiated hordes recede from the “stinking slaughterhouse” they 
had made of Rome. 

No one could doubt that the Sack was divine punishment for the worldly 
sins of popes and hierarchy, and few questioned the belief that the fault 
came from within. It was a sack, too, of spiritual authority. The Vandals 
who perpetrated the sack of A.D. 455 were aliens and so-called 
barbarians, but these were fellow-Christians, propelled, so it seemed, by 
an extra lust in defiling the tarnished lords of the Church. Troy, in its time, 
had once believed in a sacred veil of protection - and, when its moment 
came, Rome also counted on its sacred status... but it was found to have 
vanished. 

The glory of Renaissance Rome had come to a permanent end, and 
Protestantism had taken a great leap forward on the world stage. Clement 
returned to Rome in BSBEUaEYIORMD29 and was immediately swept up in 
another watershed moment in the progression of Protestantism, as envoys 
of King Henry VIII of England had been waiting to petition the Pope to 
annul the English King’s marriage to Catherine of Aragon - who, perhaps 
not incidentally, was the aunt of HRE Charles V. Clement would deny the 
petition, leading Henry to later split from the Catholic church. 

In cold and penury, sleeping on straw, Pope Clement VII journeyed to 
Bologna, and, on Monday, , crowned HRE Charles V - 
the two having been driven back together by new advances into Europe by 
Siileyman, by renewed French activity in southern Italy, and by Medici 
desires to reclaim Florence. Having been previously crowned in Aix-la- 
Chapelle ten years earlier, in 1520, Charles V was now the undisputed 
master of Italy. 


Casanova 
Marcus Antonius Casanova was born and educated in Rome. He thrived 
under the patronage of Leo X, but enjoyed less favour from Clement VIL, 
because of his long-standing loyalty to the Pope’s opponents - the Colonna. 
In (596227, when the hostility between the Clement and Pompeo Colonna 
came to a head, Casanova so angered the Pope with a de4rogatory epigram 
that he was arrested and imprisoned. In the end, however, his devotion to 
the Colonna was poorly rewarded. He was captured and tortured by the 
Spaniards and briefly rescued by Pompeo Colonna, but was soon turned out 
of the Palazzo Colonna with his many children (perhaps because he was 
accompanied by a disreputable woman), and died of hunger and disease. 


Josel von Rosheim 
Becoming steadily better known, even beyond the borders of Alsace, as a 
defender of Jewish communities in religious and legal matters, Josel von 
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Rosheim gradually acquired a status as advocate, and even “Befehlshaber” 
(leader) of all the Jews in the German empire. His status was not absolute: 
on one occasion he was fined for styling himself “Regierer der gemeinen 
Jiidischkeit” (“ruler of the Jewry’’). 

Soon after HRE Charles V ascended the throne at Aachen in {520, Josel 
procured a charter or letter of protection from him for the whole German 
Jewry, confirmed ten years later by in the Edict of Innsbruck, Sunday, 18 

. Several times he interceded successfully with King Ferdinand, 
brother of the emperor, in favor of the Jews of Bohemia and Moravia. 
During the German Peasants’ War, in 1525, the peasants of Alsace had 
decided to storm the city of Rosheim. With the peasants drawn up at the 
city gates, Protestant reformers Wolfgang Capito and Martin Bucer failed 
to dissuade them from their plans, but after lengthy discussions Josel 
convinced them to leave the city and its Jews in peace. This stood in stark 
contrast to Sundgau, where the peasants had all of the Jews driven from 
the city. 

Josel defended the Jews against the strange accusation that they had been 
the cause of the apostasy of the Lutherans. Josel’s most important action 
at the Reichstag of Augsburg was the settlement of rules for business 
transactions of the Jews. They were forbidden to exact too high a rate of 
interest, to call a negligent debtor before a foreign court of justice, etc. 
Josel announced these articles to the German Jews as “governor of the 
Jewish community in Germany,” by means of takkanot - a modification of 
Jewish law. 

In 1530. in presence of the emperor and his court at Augsburg, Josel had 
a public disputation with Antonius Margaritha son of Rabbi Jacob 
Margolioth of Ratisbon, who was baptized in 1522 and later converted to 
Luther. Margaritha had published a pamphlet “Der gantze Jiidisch Glaub” 
(“The Whole Jewish Belief’) full of accusations against Judaism. He 
accused the Jews of usury and idleness, and appealed to the magistrates to 
remedy the evil and to force the Jews to perform manual labor. More-so, he 
accused the Jews of having sentiments hostile to Christians and 
Christianity, and argued against their Messianic hopes. Furthermore, he 
charged the Jewish physicians with ignorance and greediness and asserts 
that, despite their minuteness in ritual, the Jews are neither pious nor 
charitable, and that, notwithstanding their apparent aversion to 
proselytism, they were eager to gain adherents to their faith. This book had 
a great influence upon Martin Luther who made use of it in writing his 
“Von den Juden und Ihren Liigen” (“On the Jews and Their Lies’): In the 
treatise, Luther argued that Jewish synagogues and schools be set on fire, 
their prayer books destroyed, rabbis forbidden to preach, homes burned, 
and property and money confiscated; they should be shown no mercy or 
kindness, afforded no legal protection, and “these poisonous envenomed 
worms” should be drafted into forced labor or expelled for all time. 

Due to complaints from the Jewish community at Augsburg, who bribed 
HRE Charles V. the disputation terminated in a decided victory for Josel, 
who obtained Margaritha’s imprisonment and then expulsion from the 
realm. 
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Reubeni and Molkho and Rosheim 

David Reubeni then went to Milan, where he again met Solomon 
Molkho, who had traveled to the East and made messianic claims. In Milan 
the two adventurers quarreled. Reubeni went to Venice, where the Senate 
appointed a commission to review his plans for obtaining assistance from 
the Jews in the East. Molkho preached widely and was successful in 
preventing the spread of the Inquisition to Portugal. He left Rome for 
Venice at the BRAJSHES30 for an unsuccessful meeting with Reubeni. After 
being warned to leave Venice, Reubeni and Molkho traveled together with 
streaming banner to Bologna and Ratisbon (Regensburg) to meet the HRE 
Charles V. 

Reubeni offered HRE Charles V the alliance of Jews of the East against 
the Ottoman Empire. In Ratisbon, Reubeni and Molkho met the German 
Emperor’s favourite interlocutor on Jewish matters and the most influential 
intercessor on the Jews’ behalf - Josel ben Gershon mi-Rosheim. Josel 
was worried about raising issues of the Jews in the empire. When Reubeni 
and Molkho persisted, officials put them in chains and took them to the 
emperor in Mantua. 

There both Molkho and Reubeni were examined by inquisitors. The 
former was condemned to burning at the stake in 1530. Molkho, however, 
succeeded in gaining the confidence of Pope Clement VII, who granted 
him protection. His standing was further strengthened when his prophecies 
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of a flood in Rome (530) and an earthquake in Portugal ((amuatyaloll) 
came true. In Regensburg ( Josel_ von Rosheim tried in vain to 
dissuade the proselyte Shelomo Molkho from carrying out a fantastic plan 
to arm the German Jews and to offer them as a help to the emperor in his 
wars with the Turks. In [584 Josel went to Bohemia to make peace 
between the Jews of Prague and those of the small Bohemian town of 
Horovice (Horowitz). He succeeded in his mission, but the Jews of 
Horowitz plotted against his life, and he had to seek refuge in the castle of 
Prague. 

Reubeni was taken to Spain and assigned to the Inquisition at Llerena - 
as late as [585 he was still confined in a prison there. Nothing more was 
heard of him: He probably died there - and may have been burned at an 
auto da fé at Evora in 

Attempting to mediate in a dispute between Jacob Mantino, the Pope’s 
physician, and Quabbalist physician Elijah Halfon, Molkho succeeded 
only in arousing the enmity of Mantino. Molkho fled to Rome and a 
friendlier atmosphere, but Mantino, seeing danger in Molkho’s activities, 
followed him and intrigued against him. Molkho was accused of heresy by 
an inquisitional court of Judaizing and was condemned to be burned at 
the stake. He was saved by the personal intervention of the Pope, and 
another man was burned in his place. 

In 9535, Josel traveled to Brandenburg-Ansbach to intercede with the 
margrave Jiirgen der Fromme, foremost among the princes who defended 
the reformed faith, in favor of the Jews of Jiégerndorf, who had been 
thrown into prison... - and he obtained their freedom. Josel 
tried to help the Saxon Jews, who were threatened with expulsion by John 
Frederick I, Elector of Saxony. He went to Saxony with letters of high 
recommendation to that prince from the magistrate of Strasbourg and to 
Martin Luther from the Alsatian reformer Capito. But Luther had become 
embittered against the Jews on account of their faithfulness to their creed 
of usury and heresy, and he refused every intercession, so that Josel did 
not obtain even an audience with the elector. But at a meeting in Frankfurt 
(9535) he found occasion to speak to the prince, whose attention he 
attracted by refuting, in a public dispute with the reformer Bucer, some 
spiteful assertions about the Jews. 

“Martin Luther - may his body and soul be bound up in hell!!” 
Josel, writing in his memoirs 

In the same Reichstag Lutheran spokesman Philipp Melanchthon 
proved the innocence of the thirty-eight Jews who had been accused of host 
desecration and burned in anti-Jewish pogroms in Berlin in 1510, and this 
helped to induce Kurfiirst Joachim of Brandenburg to grant Josel’s 
request. The Elector of Saxony then also repealed his order of expulsion. 


Jacob ben Samuel Mantino 

Coming from a Jewish home and remaining faithful to his Jewish faith 
throughout his life, Jacob ben Samuel Mantino was apparently of 
Spanish origin but he spent most of his life in Italy. He worked for 
Christian patrons, taught in Christian institutions and _ translated 
philosophical and medical texts from Hebrew into Latin of philosophical 
works, mainly those of Averroés and Avicenna. 

In the stormy debate on the annulment of the marriage between King 
Henry VIII of England and Catherine of Aragon he opposed Henry’s 
supporters, thus earning the gratitude of Pope Clement VII, and at his 
request Mantino was appointed lecturer in medicine in Bologna in 1529. In 
see the pope invited him to Rome where, unlike his protector, Mantino 
had taken a strong stand against the psuedomessianic claims of Quabbalist 
Solomon Molkho. In appointed Mantino as his 
personal physician and in professor of practical medicine at the 
Sapienza in Rome. In he returned to Venice. Five years later he left 
for Damascus as personal physician of the Venetian ambassador. He died 
soon after his arrival there. 


The Secret Jew Calvin 
“IT have had much conversation with many Jews: I have never seen 
either a drop of piety or a grain of truth or ingenuousness - nay, I have 
never found common sense in any Jew.” 
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Calvin 

Contrary to general belief, the cunning ecumenist Calvin was of Jewish 
origin and an agent of the Prieuré de Sion - and oft used Rosicrucian- 
Masonic terminology, repeatedly calling the Christian God the “Great 
Architect of the Universe” - a Rosicrucian conception of the gnostic 
Demiurge. Calvinism was deliberately conceived to split the adherents of 
the Christian religions and divide the people. Calvinism dominated the 
English and Scottish Civil Wars and Cromwellian period. Once the 
revolution had been decided upon, the Jewish plotters introduced 
Calvinism into England to split Church and State, and divide the people. 

Calvin was a lawyer by training, possessing a keen analytical mind, and, 
by all counts, an intellectual. 

Jehan “John” Calvin (10 July 1509 - 27 May 1564) son of crypto-Jew 
Gérard Cauvin, a lawyer who served the Lord of Noyon and who had close 
connections with the cathedral chapter, a leader of the Swiss protestant 
reformation, was born in the Cathedral town of Noyon, located in the 
province of Picardie, a new administrative region of the Kingdom of 
France, was home to a colony of Marrano Jews from the Iberian Peninsula 
- and these Jews often served as lawyers, bankers and general “fixers” for 
the French nobility. 

There is no actual evidence that Cauvin (“Cohen”) had any Jewish 
ancestry or, indeed, if he was a Marrano Jew at all: But, during his stay in 
Paris he was known as Cauin - Cauin is the usual pronunciation of Cohen - 
which is Anglicized as Calvin. It was in England that he became known as 
John Calvin. (History proves that there is hardly a revolutionary plot that 
wasn’t hatched in Switzerland - and there is hardly a Jewish revolutionary 
leader who hasn’t changed his name.) 

Now, his father Gérard Cauvin married Jeannie le Franc daughter of a 
Gentile innkeeper from Cambria, noted for her beauty and piety - opposed 
to another Marrano Jewess, as was normally the case in Marrano culture: 
She died of an unknown cause in Calvin’s childhood. Cauvin became 
involved in financial embarrassment and was excommunicated, perhaps 
on suspicion of heresy. He died on Monday-Tuesday, , after 
a long sickness - and would have been buried in unconsecrated soil but for 
the intercession of his oldest son, Charles, who gave security for the 
discharge of his father’s obligations. 

Jean Cauvin only Latinized (not Anglicized) his name later in Basil as 
“Johannes Calvinus,” which was then shortened to “John Calvin” by his 
contemporaries in much the same as Luther’s close friend and fellow 
Wittenberg reformer Philip Schwarzerd is better known today by his self- 
styled Latinized name: “Melanchthon.” Although, Luther’s famous 
antagonist Johannes Eck, pejoratively referred to Calvin and his fellows as 
“Rabbis” because of their obsessive use of the Old Testament as 
theological justification. 

When he went from Geneva to Paris, where he where he learned Latin 
from one of its greatest teachers, Mathurin Cordier (1479 -1574), and 
studied with the Humanists (1531-32) and started preaching his doctrine: 
In 1530, Calvin convinced French-speaking Neuchatel, of western 
Switzerland, to join the Reform. More-so, he, himself, having left the 
Roman Catholic Church around 1530, had converted to Protestantism in the 

- and joined the Reformation in 5B: (Calvin was a 
second-generation Reformer, being 26 years younger than Luther). 

Around 33, when Calvin had returned to Paris, tensions were rising 
between the humanistic and religious reformers of the Collége Royal and 
the conservative senior faculty members. Swiss Protestant reformer Nicolas 
Cop and his brother Michel Cop, sons of the king’s crypto-Jewish 
physician, had become Calvin’s friends during their shared time at the 
Collége de Montaigu. 

Although the institution generally condemned Luther, Nicolas Cop, who 
had been elected rector of the university, being influenced by Calvin, 
discussed the need for reform and renewal in the Roman Catholic Church. 
On Wednesday, , he defended the doctrine of sola fide 
(“justification by faith alone’), asserting God’s pardon for guilty sinners is 
granted to and received through “faith alone” - and not-so-much as striving 
to gain eternal life by the merits of personal good, such as attending mass 
or purchasing indulgences. Cop was denounced as a heretic and forced to 
flee in secret to Basel. 

In 1533, Antoine Marcourt, the first Protestant pastor of Neuchatel, 
published a satirical work about the Catholic cult of Saints and 
pilgrimages. He was the protagonist of the “Affair of the Placards” - on 
the night of Wednesday, , notices appeared on the streets 


of Paris and other major cities denouncing Mass: A notice was even posted 
on the door to the king’s room, and, it is said, the box in which he kept his 
handkerchief. Marcourt was responsible for the notices. 

On Sunday, , Marcourt published another pamphlet, 
leading King Francois I of France to take a progressively stronger stance 
against Protestantism and other diversions from the Roman Catholic faith. 
On Tuesday, , an Edict was issued taking disposition 
against Protestants - some dissenters were jailed, twenty-four were 
executed, and over seventy fled, including Cop and his friend Calvin, who 
left Noyon and Paris in January 1535. Calvin joined Cop in Basel, a city 
that had come under the influence of the reformer Johannes 
Oecolampadius. \t was there, then, that he first formulated his philosophy 
known as Calvinism. 

On Tuesday, (@Q0IYEISS5, a more moderate approach was taken with 
the Edict of Coucy - ending the persecution of Protestants which followed 
Nicolas Cop’s speech calling for reform in the Catholic Church. (Cop 
traveled back to Paris where he earned his medical license in May 1536. In 
the following year he was called to Scotland, where illness had struck the 
newly married Madeleine of France.) 

Calvin also briefly returned to France from Italy, in 1536, due to the 
tolerance for Protestant proclaimed in the Edict of Coucy. 


The Prime Minister of the Poor 

Nicolas Cop was befriended by the King’s elder sister Marguerite de 
Navarre (11 April 1492 - 21 December 1549) - the most influential woman 
in France during her lifetime - a tender, radiant young woman with violet- 
blue eyes who is remembered as being “very kind, gentle, gracious, 
charitable, a great dispenser of alms and friendly to all.” Marguerite was 
the embodiment of charity, in whose arms our people, fleeing from prison 
or the pyre, found safety, honor, and friendship. She would walk 
unescorted in the streets of Navarre, allowing any one to approach her and 
would listen at first hand to the sorrows of the people. 

After the death of her first husband in , Marguerite married Henri 
II of Navarre son of King Jean III d’Albret of Navarre and Queen 
Catherine of Navarre - sister of Louis XI of France. On Friday, 16 

, Marguerite gave birth to a daughter by Henri, the future 
Jeanne III d’Albret of Navarre - a “frivolous and high-spirited princess” - 
who became the mother of the future Henry II of Navarre and IV of 
France, the first Bourbon king of France. 

As a generous patron of the arts, Marguerite befriended and protected 
many artists and writers, among them Frangois Rabelais (1483-1553) - 
whose works are known for being filled with sexual double-entendres, dirty 
jokes, and bawdy songs; Clément Marot (1496-1544) - who had been 
implicated in the Affair of the Placards; Claude de Bectoz (d. 1547) and 
Pierre de Ronsard (1524-1585). Also, Marguerite served as a mediator 
between Roman Catholics and Protestants (including Calvin). 

Although Marguerite, a woman who was praised for knowing all the 
secrets of diplomatic art, espoused reform within the Catholic Church, 
however, she was not a Calvinist. She did, however, do her best to protect 
the reformers and dissuaded her brother, Francois I, from intolerant 
measures as long as she could. 

Marguerite’s most remarkable adventure involved freeing her brother, 
King Francois I, who had been held prisoner in Spain by HRE Charles V, 
after being captured in the Battle of Pavia in 1525. During a critical period 
of the negotiations, Queen Marguerite rode horseback through wintry 
woods, twelve hours a day for many days, to meet a safe-conduct deadline, 
while writing her diplomatic letters at night. 

In Marguerite the Renaissance and the Reformation were for a moment 
one. She wrote many poems and plays: Her most notable works are a 
classic collection of short stories, the “Heptameron,” which was inspired 
by “The Decameron” of Giovanni Boccaccio: (One was based on the life 
of Marguerite de La Rocque, a French noblewoman who was punished by 
being abandoned with her lover on an island off Québec). She also penned 
a remarkably intense religious poem, “Miroir de lV’adme pécheresse” 
(“Mirror of the Sinful Soul’) - a first-person, mystical narrative of the soul 
as a yearning woman calling out to Christ as her father-brother-lover: 
Sorbonne theologians condemned the work as heresy. Her work was passed 
to the royal court of England, suggesting that Marguerite had influence on 
the Protestant Reformation in England. 

Anne Boleyn second wife of King Henry VIII, and Marquess of 
Pembroke in her own right had been a lady-in-waiting to Queen Claude 
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during her years in France before returning to England. There is conjecture 
that the court of Queen Claude and the court of Marguerite overlapped and 
that, perhaps, Anne was in service to Marguerite rather than to Claude, as 
well as that Anne may have become a friend, admirer, and disciple to 
Marguerite, and absorbed Marguerite’s views about Christianity. A written 
letter by Anne Boleyn after she became queen exists in which Boleyn 
makes strong expressions of affection to Marguerite. 

It is conjectured that Marguerite gave Anne the original manuscript of 
“Miroir de l’dme pécheresse” at some point. It is certain that in 545, nine 
years after Anne Boleyn’s execution by her husband Henry VIII, that 
Anne’s daughter, who would become Elizabeth I, translated this very same 
poem by Marguerite into English when she was twelve years old and 
presented it, written in her own hand, to her then-stepmother, the English 
queen Catherine Parr - the last of the six wives of King Henry VIII, and the 
final queen consort of the House of Tudor. This literary connection among 
Marguerite, Anne, Catherine Parr, and the future Queen Elizabeth I 
suggests a direct mentoring link between the legacy of reformist religious 
convictions and Marguerite. 
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Martin Bucer 

Martin Bucer (11 November 1491 - 28 February 1551), a German 
Protestant reformer based in Strasbourg who influenced Lutheran, 
Calvinist, and Anglican doctrines and practices. Bucer was originally a 
member of the Dominican Order, but after meeting and being influenced 
by Luther in 1518 he arranged for his monastic vows to be annulled. He 
then began to work for the Reformation, with the support of German 
knight Franz von Sickingen - one of the most notable figures of the first 
period of the Reformation. 

Bucer’s efforts to reform the church in Wissembourg resulted in his 
excommunication from the Roman Catholic Church, and he was forced to 
flee to Strasbourg. There he joined a team of reformers which included 
Matthew Zell, Wolfgang Capito, and Caspar Hedio. Martin Bucer acted 
as a mediator between the two leading reformers, Martin Luther and 
Huldrych Zwingli, who differed on the doctrine of the Eucharist. 

Calvin was working in close harmony with Martin Bucer and formed a 
friendship with Melanchthon (Luther’s assistant), whom he met first 
at Frankfurt in 1539. 


Margaret of Parma 

Their short love affair of 22-year-old HRE Charles V and his mistress 
Johanna Maria van der Gheynst daughter of carpet manufacturer Gilles 
Johan van der Gheynst and Johanna van der Caye van Cocambi, a Flemish 
a servant of Seigneur Charles de Lalaing de Montigny - chamberlain to 
successively Maximilian of Austria, Philip the Fair and Charles V - 
produced a daughter who was named Margaret and put in the care of the 
Brussels de Douvrin family. Charles V did not conceal his liaison with 
Johanna and in he acknowledged Margaret as his daughter. 
Margaret was to become Governor of the Netherland. 

Margaret of Parma (28 December 1522 - 18 January 1586) was 
brought up in Mechelen, under the supervision of two powerful Spanish 
and Austrian Habsburg Imperial family relatives, her great-aunt, the 
Archduchess Margarete von Osterreich second child and only daughter of 
ARE Maximilian I of Austria and Mary of Burgundy (daughter of Charles 
le Téméraire and Isabella of Bourbon), co-sovereigns of the Low 
Countries, and her aunt Mary of Austria fifth child of King Philip I “the 
Handsome” of Castile and Queen Juana la Loca of Castile, who were 
successive governors of the Netherlands from 1507 to 1530 and from 1530 
to 1555, respectively. 

In Gz, the year she turned five, she became engaged to the nephew of 
Giulio de' Medici (Pope Clement VII), Duke Alessandro “il Moro” de' 
Medici of Florence only son of Lorenzo II de' Medici and Simonetta da 
Collevecchio, a servant of African descent who was working in the Medici 
household - and grandson of Lorenzo “il Magnifico” de' Medici, to assist 
her father’s ambition in gaining influence in Italy. The marriage 
negotiations had been initiated in 1526, and in 1529 the agreement was 
officially signed by her father and the Pope. In 1529, Margaret was 
acknowledged by her father and allowed to assume the name Margaret of 
Austria, and in 1533, the 11-year-old girl was brought to live in Italy and 
educated in the courts of Florence, Rome, and Parma. There, she was 
taught skills that helped her grow as an independent woman. As Margaret 
did not spend much time with her husband, she used this time to become 
exposed to the surrounding Italian culture. Though she was multi-lingual, 
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she preferred the Italian language for the rest of her life. 

In 1536, child-bride (age 14) Margaret of Austria married hereditary 
Duke Alessandro de' Medici of Florence. For his own inclinations, 
Alessandro seems to have remained faithful to one mistress, Taddea 
Malaspina younger daughter of sovereign marquis Alberico Malaspina of 
Massa and Lucrezia d'Este, who bore his only children: Giulio de' Medici - 
a son who also had illegitimate issue, and Giulia de' Medici - a daughter, 
“the image of her father,” who married her cousin Signore Bernardetto de' 
Medici di Ottaiano and had issue. 

On the evening of Wednesday, 6§§@MUaEYEISS7 Alessandro’s distant 
cousin Lorenzino “Lorenzaccio” de' Medici son of Pierfrancesco “the 
Younger” di Lorenzo (II) de' Medici and Maria Soderini in 1537, a writer 
of considerable elegance, lured him to his apartments with the promise of a 
night of passion. He was a worshipper of Greco-Roman antiquity, 
notwithstanding this, when in Rome he knocked off the heads of some of 
the finest statues of Roman antiquity, an act by which Pope Clement VII 
was so incensed that he threatened to have him hanged. Thereupon 
Lorenzino fled to Florence, where he became the friend of Alessandro and 
his partner in the most licentious excesses. They went together to brothels 
and violated private dwellings and convents. They often showed 
themselves in public mounted on the same horse. Leaving him alone, 
pretending he went to fetch his sister Laudomia and Caterina Soderini 
wife of Leonardo Ginori, who had already agreed to meet him. In the 
meantime, Alessandro, worn out by the exertions of the day, fell asleep on 
a couch and, having previously sent away his men, was left alone... and 
completely defenseless. When Lorenzino came back with his servant Piero 
“Scoronconcolo” di Giovannabate, the two men assaulted the duke with 
swords and daggers - and Alessandro was killed - even though he reacted 
ferociously and fought with all his might: (His assassination has been 
compared with the assassination of Julius Caesar by Brutus). After the 
murder, Lorenzino and Scoronconcolo, along with another servant, took 
horses they had previously prepared and fled to Bologna, then to Turkey...: 
The choice to leave Italy was due partly to the risk of being killed and 
partly to a diplomatic mission to the Ottoman Sultan Siileyman the 
Magnificent on behalf of the King of France. 

In S@ptembersi537 Lorenzino went to the court of King Francois I of 
France - going often to Italy on important political-diplomatic missions on 
behalf of Francois I. In {52 he returned for good to Venice, a nest of 
imperial and Medici spies. Here, he was much more vulnerable than in 
France, and the attempts to kill him and revenge the death of Duke 
Alessandro multiplied. Consequently, on Thursday, J6§BSBEUaEyEID48, on 
orders of Duke Cosimo I, Lorenzino was murdered in Venice by two hired 
killers - one of them, Francesco da Bibbona. The entire operation was 
orchestrated by the HRE Charles V, who could not forgive the death of his 
son-in-law, the husband of his daughter Margaret - his ambassador in 
Venice, Juan Hurtado de Mendoza was in charge of the operation. 


Thus, by Alessandro’s death the elder branch of the Medici was 
extinguished, and thus the appearance of the younger line, which would 
provide the grand dukes of Tuscany, was heralded by a bloody crime. The 
lack of a suitable lineal descendent created the conditions for the rise to 
power of the seventeen-year-old Cosimo I de' Medici, a member of the 
cadet branch of the family who was chosen as the new duke with the 
approval of the HRE Charles V. 

After her father’s assassination and the ensuing power struggle among 
the Medici for control of Florence and of the family, Giulia and her brother 
Giulio were taken from their mother and placed under the guardianship of 
Alessandro’s successor, Cosimo I de' Medici. Cosimo promised to treat the 
children well and their rooms were as opulent as those of his own children. 
Maria Salviati, the mother of Cosimo I, supervised the nurseries and 
watched over Giulia’s bedside anxiously when the little girl became ill in 
February 1542. Giulia survived the fever, but her companion in the nursery, 
Cosimo I’s illegitimate daughter Bia de' Medici, died 

On Friday, @§NGVEMBERMISSS, the 15-year-old widowed child-bride 
Margaret of Parma married Duke Ottavio Farnese of Parma second son of 
Duke Pier Luigi Farnese of Parma (illegitimate son of Cardinal 
Alessandro Farnese and Silvia Ruffino) and Gerolama Orsini, the 14-year- 
old grandson of Pope Paul II: (When Cardinal Alessandro Farnese 
became Pope Paul III in 1534 he made his son Pier Luigi captain-general 
of the Church and in 1537 duke of Castro and finally in 1545 Duke of 
Parma and Piacenza - he was murdered in 1547 - and Gerolama outlived 
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him by 43 years). At first Margaret disliked her youthful bridegroom and 
refused to marry him, but when he returned wounded from an expedition to 
Algiers in (54) her aversion was turned to affection. Although the union 
proved an unhappy one, it gave her years of experience in Rome, and 
produced twin sons - one of whom died in infancy. She would continue her 
studies of the arts and politics while being married to Ottavio. The couple 
lived separately for much of their lives, and Margaret maintained her own 
court and chapel. She was in a somewhat difficult position, as the Pope and 
the Emperor argued about authority over Parma. In 555. the Farnese 
family were acknowledged as rulers of Parma by Spain in exchange for the 
custody of her son. 

At his death in 1586 their only legitimate son Alessandro Farnese 
succeeded him. 


Alessandro Farnese (27 August 1545 - 3 December 1592) son of Duke 
Ottavio Farnese of Parma (a grandchild of Pope Paul IIT) and Margaret of 
Parma (illegitimate daughter of the King of Spain and Habsburg Emperor 
Charles V) is best known for his successful campaign against 
the Dutch Revolt, in which he captured the main cities in the south (now 
Belgium) and returned them to the control of Catholic Spain. He had a 
twin brother, Charles, who only lived one month. His mother was the half- 
sister of Philip II “el Prudente” of Spain son of HRE Charles V and his 
wife Isabella of Portugal and John of Austria. He fought in the Battle of 
Lepanto (1571) and then in the Netherlands against the rebels. 

Philip II appointed Farnese as both as Captain-General of the Army of 
Flanders and as Governor-General: (His mother Margaret, who had been 
Governor-General, was appointed co-governor, but retired after four years). 


Guilhem Farel 

Calvin passed through the cantons of Switzerland traveling to 
Strasbourg, located close to the border with Germany in the historic 
region of Alsace, during the time of the Ottoman wars: The Ottomans saw 
themselves first and foremost as Muslims, not as members of a particular 
ethnic group. Then as now, the Ottomans believed that the ghaza (war 
against infidels) “had to be fought against the infidel’s dominions, dar-al- 
harb (the abode of war), ceaselessly and relentlessly until they submitted.” 
Ottoman expansion through the 1500s and later, was aided by their 
considerable knowledge of firearms and tactics, and by an overall fairly- 
advanced military and administrative system. Ottoman forces also had 
much expertise at laying sieges, which was used to great extent: An 
example of this is the siege of Constantinople (modern Istanbul) - the last 
remnant of the Byzantine Empire - where a massive cannon had been used 
to breach the triple walls, firing shells exceeding one ton in weight. In 1453 
it became the Ottoman capital. 

While in Geneva, in {[586, he met Guilhem Farel (1489-1565), a French 
evangelist and a founder of the Reformed Church, who had been an avid 
promoter of Lutheran ideas in his youth. Forced to flee France to 
Switzerland because of controversy that was aroused by his writings 
against the use of images in Christian worship, Farel had spent time at 
Zurich with Huldrych Zwingli (1484-1531), a leader of the Reformation 
in Switzerland who, being influenced by the writings of Erasmus, noted 
corruption in the ecclesiastical hierarchy, promoted clerical marriage, 
and also attacked the use of images in places of worship. Farel had been 
to Strasbourg, as well, where he met with Martin Bucer. 

Farel persuaded Calvin to remain in Geneva and help him with the cause 
of the church. Under Calvin’s influence, Geneva, formerly so gay, became 
like a city of death, where all citizens went about as if in mourning. Calvin, 
who aimed at making the church autonomous in disciplinary matters, ran 
into serious trouble in 1538 when he refused to administer the sacrament. 
They were both banished from Geneva in 1538 - in part for their rigorous 
positions - leaving the city, which was torn by mob violence. Farel retired 
to Neuchatel, where he died. Calvin, hoping never to see Geneva again, 
continued on to Strasbourg. For three years Calvin served as a lecturer and 
pastor to a church of French Huguenots in Strasbourg. It was during his 
exile that Calvin met Idelette de Bure. 

Following the expulsion of John Calvin and Guilhem Farel from Geneva 
in 9538, Marguerite de Navarre wrote to Marie Dentiére (1495 - c. 
1561), a notable French Protestant reformer in Geneva. She had been into a 
relatively well-off family of nobility (d’Ennetiéres), and entered an 
Augustinian nunnery at a young age, eventually becoming abbess. 
However Luther’s preaching against monasticism led her to flee to 


Strasbourg to escape persecution - not only for abandoning her position as 
nun but for converting to the Reformation: (Strasbourg was a popular 
refuge for Protestants at that time). 

She was involved in Genevan religion and politics, playing a large role 
as an active advocate for the closure of Geneva’s convents. With her first 
husband, Simon Robert, she followed Farel to the Swiss Valais, where 
Robert became a pastor. Widowed with several children, she married 
Antoine Froment (1509-1581) in [§33, who was a merchant and a 
shopkeeper. In 1535, they moved to Geneva with Farel - and became 
followers of Calvin when he assumed leadership of the Reformed Church 
later in (536. Dentiére’s outspokenness on the need for a larger role for 
women in religious practice strongly irritated Farel and Calvin, which in 
turn drove a rift between them and Froment. 


Idelette de Bure 

John Calvin sought marriage to affirm his approval of marriage over 
celibacy. Like Luther, he disapproved both of celibate priests and of the 
institution of monasticism. He asked friends to help him find a woman who 
was “modest, obliging, not haughty, not extravagant, patient, and solicitous 
for my health.” In , he married Idelette de Bure daughter of Lewis 
Jaqueman d’Orléans and the widow of a converted Anabaptist. Idelette had 
a son and daughter from the previous marriage. Only the daughter moved 
with her to Geneva. 

Although invited to back to Geneva by loyal supporters in Bai, Calvin 
was reluctant to return, he had little desire to return to what he called a 
“chamber of torture,” describing Geneva as a cross he has already carried. 
As his congregation in Strasbourg did not want to lose him, they made him 
a citizen and begged him to retain a life salary as professor or theology. But 
he was again persuaded by Farel. They influenced the government of 
Geneva to the point that it became the “Protestant Rome,” where 
Protestants took refuge and non-Protestants were driven out. 

In 1542, the Calvins had a son who died after only two weeks. Idelette 
Calvin, herself, died in 1549. Calvin wrote that she was a helper in 
ministry, never stood in his way, never troubled him about her children, 
and had a greatness of spirit. They appear to have enjoyed a warm 
relationship and a happy marriage. He grieved her death, revealing a 
depth of emotion that many depictions of him fail to notice. 


Johannes Eck 

Johannes Eck was born Johann Maier (1486-1543) son of Michael 
Maier, a peasant Amtmann (bailiff) of the village of Eck, near 
Memmingen, in Swabia. A German Scholastic theologian and defender of 
Catholicism during the Protestant Reformation, he championed the cause of 
the papacy. He had been educated by his uncle, Martin Maier, parish priest 
at Rottenburg am Neckar, southwest of the provincial capital Stuttgart, 
Germany. After taking his master's degree in 1501, he began the study of 
theology under Johann Jakob Lempp, and studied the elements of Hebrew 
and political economy with Konrad Summenhart. 

Eck, the most distinguished theologian of the time in Germany, who was 
inspired by a sincere love of truth, wrote virulent anti-papal pamphlets and 
anti-Semitic tracts in German, exposing the “cunning, false, perjured, 
thievish, vindictive, and traitorous Jews,” as “a blasphemous race” being 
responsible for the ritual murder of Christian children - the virginal blood 
of innocents being “mother’s milk” to these perfidious subhuman monsters 
- desecrating the Eucharistic Host, and ruthlessly poisoning wells. 
Although, most of Eck’s writings were in Latin, he wrote these pamphlets 
and tracts in the common tongue as they were intended for a popular 
audience. 

In (540, a ritual murder charge was raised against the Jews in the 
Bavarian village of Sappenfeld, in the principality of Neuburg. The Jews 
had kidnapped a four-year-old Christian boy named Michael Pisenharter 
from his father before Easter (the Jewish Pessach or Passover festival) 
and, after taking him to Titting (North of Ingolstadt), where he suffered the 
most horrible tortures for three days. He was bound (crucified) to a pillar 
and flayed, his veins being opened and his blood drained, the bestial Jews 
murdered him. The matter became known when a young Jewish boy, while 
playing with the other children on the street, told them: “This dog howled 
for three days and finally died” This was heard by other people, so when 
the disfigured corpse, showing signs of crucifixion, was later found in a 
forest by a shepherd’s dog and the people gathered around, it was already 
known who had killed the child. The blood of this martyr was found in 
another nearby town, Posingen. 
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Eck wrote that Jews needed Christian blood as part of their religious 
rituals during Jewish holidays in order to wash away the stain of their own 
“blood libel” which God had inflicted on them because they had crucified 
Christ. He concluded that “it is no wonder that the Jews now buy the blood 
of innocent children, just as their fathers had bought the innocent blood of 
Jesus Christ from Judas with thirty pennies.” 

Even Luther is known to have unleashed a furious assault on the Jews in 
the 1540s. In 9599, controversial Christian mystic Andreas Osiander 
(1498-1552) son of Endres Osannder a smith and Anna Herzog authored a 
tract, published anonymously in 1540, that systematically and forcefully 
refuted the charge of Jewish ritual murder of Christian children. Osiander 
was a Christian Hebraist who engaged in the study of Quabbalah and had a 
thorough knowledge of Rabbinic literature and the Talmud. 

Osiander is best known for attacking Melanchthon’s understanding of 
forensic justification (God’s act of removing the guilt and penalty of sin 
while at the same time declaring a sinner righteous through Christ's atoning 
sacrifice) and his acceptance of a supralapsarian Christology - the view 
that God, contemplating humanity as yet unfallen, choosing some to 
receive eternal life and rejecting all others. More-so, he is very often 
presented as the greatest villain in the history of science because he dared 
to suggest in the ad lectorum (to the reader) that he added to the front of 
Copernicus’ De revolutionibus that one could regard the heliocentric 
hypothesis - the astronomical model in which the Earth and planets revolve 
around the Sun - as a mere mathematical model and not necessarily a true 
representation of the cosmos. 

Osiander argued that it was “inconceivable that the Jews should murder 
children and make use of their blood” when their own Kosher laws forbade 
them even to eat the meat of animals containing blood. The treatise 
appeared just as the investigation at Tittingen was ongoing. Enraged by 
Osiander’s defense of the Jewish community, Eck called upon by the 
Bishop of Eichstétt to rebut it and wrote a lengthy retort to Osiander and a 
denigration of Judaism. It has been described as “a compendium of every 
horror story medieval anti-Jewish polemic could encompass.” In 
Refutation of a Jew-Book, Eck based his passionate argument of the 
historical reality of Jewish ritual murder on his own personal experience. 
According to Eck, he had once actually placed his own fingers in the 
wound of a child who had died at the hand of the Jews of Waldkirch in the 
Breisgau in 1503. 

Calvin was himself often ferociously anti-Semite and used “Jew” and 
“Judaizer” as terms of utmost contempt, which stands in direct contrast to 
the philo-Semitism of later Calvinism. He even wrote an anti-Jewish tract 
titled “Ad quaestiones et obiecta Judaei cuiusdam Responsio.” Calvin’s 
general contempt for Jews resulted from recognizing that their sole purpose 
being more less to give birth to the anti-Christ. In the same breath, though, 
he chided Catholic priests for pretending to be celibate while providing 
“for themselves while they can” and described Rome as “a fetid and 
abominable brothel” 

Calvin is widely known for his “doctrine of election,” which lay behind 
his work ethic—a sign of being numbered among those whom God has 
predestined for salvation is an industrious, pious, and successful life lived 
according to the commandments of God. This also contributed to the rise of 
capitalism. 

Violante Gomes a Pelicana 

Rodrigo Lopez developed a large practice among powerful people [ ] 
and in 1581 he was made physician-in-chief to Queen Elizabeth I of 
England and her household, with a life pension of £50 per year... and grew 
in wealth and reputation. Fluent in five languages, Lopez was involved in 
diplomatic intrigue, as many Marranos were at this time. 

Amid England’s war with Spain in the 1580s, Lopez became an 
important member of a circle of Portuguese exiles in England, and the 
Queen’s intermediary with the Portuguese pretender Dom Antonio, Prior 
of Crato illegitimate son of Infante Luiz, Duke of Beja (brother of King 
Jodo II) and his 16-yerar-old Sephardic Jewish converso mistress 
Violante Gomes a Pelicana (daughter of Pedro Gomes de Evora and 
Anna, who was of Muslim origins) - a very beautiful girl but also 
intelligent, shy and reserved. 

The Prince sent his servant, Lionel Pinto, to Anna Gomez widow of 
Pedro Gomez - as he wanted to make Violante his mistress, but both 
mother and daughter refused this offer. Anna Gomez lived with her three 


daughters, Violante, Guiomar and Brance, in a house known as “as 
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Pellicanas,” possibly because the hair of Anna Gomez was as white as the 
feathers of the well-known bird, which in those days could be found 
widespread in Portugal. For a period Luiz frequently sent presents and 
wrote poems and songs for her. He would even serenade her and sometimes 
go to the house of a neighbour which enabled him to see Violante. One 
evening, another servant, , was sent to Anna Gomez to 
announce that the Prince would come to visit her. 

On arrival the Prince proposed marriage according “to the rules of the 
Holy Church of Rome” and promised he would not marry anyone else. 
Violante declared she took him as her husband, also according to the rules 
of the Holy Church. These declarations made them a legally married 
couple, as it would take until Monday, 11 November 1563 before the 
Council of Trent demanded the presence of a priest to legalize any 
marriage. 

When this ceremony took place there were several house guests present. 
However, as eldest brother of the king, he feared his standing might be 
affected if it became known that he had married someone of so low a class 
and therefore he kept the marriage a secret. In the beginning their marriage 
had consisted of only clandestine nightly meetings; but after a while Prince 
Luiz took his wife to the Palace of Almeirim where, on Saturday, ig 

, She gave birth to a son. 

Prince Luiz eventually realized that his marriage could not remain a 
secret and therefore allowed his wife to withdraw into a convent, first at 
Vairao, then later to Santa Maria de Almoster, near Santarem, where she 
remained until her death. The Prince continued to visit her and provided an 
income for her which later, after Luiz’ death, was continued and increased 
by his brother King Joao III. 

Several members of Violante’s family were aware of the marriage as 
also were several of the Royal Family. , accompanied by 
lady-in-waiting , would visit her in the convent. Also, King 
Jodo IIT gave the child, Don Antonio, his father’s coat-of-arms without the 
usual bar-sinister which would have indicated that he had been illegitimate. 
King Joao III and his Queen received Don Antonio both privately and 
publicly. Nevertheless, Don Antonio was still kept ignorant of his legal 
status. 

Prince Luiz of Portugal was a well-known womanizer who died single 
after fathering a number of illegitimate offspring; including Brites Mendes 
de Vasconcellos “a Velha” (literally “the old hag’), who was born c. 1535 
and is officially listed as the daughter of dom Luiz’ gentleman-in-waiting 
Bartolomeu Rodrigues and of his wife, Isabel de Goes e Vasconcellos. 
Several people have, however, conjectured that she is the daughter of dom 
Luiz himself, because she was sent as a very young baby to Brazil in 1535 
- as Royal bastards must be kept far from the throne. 

During the rule of “Grocer King” Joao III, Portuguese possessions 
were extended in Asia and in the New World through the Portuguese 
colonization of Brazil. Jodo’s policy of reinforcing Portugal’s bases in 
India secured Portugal’s monopoly over the spice trade. On the eve of his 
death in ae, the Portuguese empire had a global dimension and spanned 
almost 1| billion acres (about 4 million square kilometers). During his reign, 
the Portuguese became the first Europeans to make contact with both 
China, under the Ming Dynasty, and Japan, during the Muromachi 
period. He abandoned Muslim territories in North Africa in favor of 
trade with India and investment in Brazil. In Europe, he improved 
relations with the Baltic region and the Rhineland, hoping that this would 
bolster Portuguese trade. 


The Jewish Ghetto 

Jewish life in early-modern Italy can be roughly divided into two 
periods. In the first period, the Renaissance, Jews were encouraged to 
settle in Italian cities (including towns in the Papal States, like Ancona) 
because they were able to offer valuable financial services. These affluent 
Jewish bankers also became patrons of the arts and sciences. The second 
period, roughly that of the Counter-Reformation, brought a new 
phenomenon, “the Jewish ghetto,” as weil as other restrictive measures, 
including book censorship. 

The term “ghetto” is often misunderstood and deserves brief comment. 
It comes from the name of the island Ghetto Nuovo, on which the first 
enclosed Jewish quarter in Venice was established in 5M. This original 
“ghetto” was created as a measure to allow Ashkenazi moneylenders to 
live in the city. Later, in 1541, as Sephardic Jewish merchants from the 
Ottoman Empire became an increasingly active presence in the city, the 


86 


“The Origin of the Jewish Problem in Europe” 
The first of two parts. 


Venetian government granted these “Levantine” Jews their own 
segregated area of the city, the adjoining Ghetto Vecchio, which was 
connected to the Ghetto Nuovo by a wooden footbridge over a canal. 
There is no consensus on the meaning of the word, but some scholars argue 
that it derives from an old Italian word for “foundry,” because a foundry 
had existed in the Ghetto Nuovo. 

It was only in the decades after Pope Paul IV issued the 1555 papal bull 
“Cum Nimis Absurdum” that the establishment of Jewish ghettos became 
accepted policy throughout Italy: (Jt was not until the 1590s that the term 
“ghetto” was adopted by contemporaries to refer to the many enclosed 
Jewish quarters that by then had been established). 

While the ghetto in Rome was created shortly after the issuance of “Cum 
Nimis Absurdum,” the ghettoization of Italian Jewry was a rather lengthy 
process. Some were only created in the 17" century: Verona in 1600, 
Mirandola in 1602, Padua in 1603, Mantua in 1612, Rovigo in 1613, 
Ferrara in 1624. The last ghetto was established in Corregio in 1779. 
Sometimes difficulties in establishing the ghetto arose because Christians 
did not want to give up their properties and transfer them to Jews, as 
happened in Regio Emilia where the process of establishing a ghetto 
started in 1611 but was not completed till 1670. 


Despite the hardships that ghettoization brought to the Jewish 
community, such as being forced to rent apartments from Christian 
landlords, overcrowding, and the imposition of a nightly curfew, Jewish 
scholarship and culture flourished. Naturally, ghettoization did not inhibit 
creativity in the traditional Jewish areas of Quabbalah and Halakhah (the 
collective body of Jewish religious laws derived from the written and oral 
Torah). Although physically separated from Christians in their dwellings, 
Jews did not in fact live in cultural isolation from their Italian Christian 
neighbors. Evidence from Christian courts further suggests that Jews and 
Christians studied together and socialized in pasticerias and grecolaias 
(pastry shops and wine shops often run by Greeks), eating and drinking 
together. An early-16" century translation into Italian of a Yiddish manual 
for Jewish women on women’s commandments indicates that Jewish 
women read Ariosto’s “Orlando Furioso” and Boccaccio’s “Decameron,” 
among other works. Theater, music, literature, and the sciences were 
cultivated by Jews in Hebrew, Ladino, and Italian, leaving a treasure trove 
of evidence indicating a high level of Jewish acculturation and extensive 
Jewish-Christian interaction at the elite level. Leone Modena, a 17"- 
century rabbi and intellectual, tells us in his memoirs of Christian 
dignitaries visiting synagogues to listen to sermons delivered by Jewish 
rabbis, including those of Modena himself. Modena, for his part, wrote 
poetry and panegyrics in Italian for his Christian patrons. 


Rosheim’s Refutation of Luther’s charges 

In (54 Josel appeared as “chief of the Jews in the German lands” at the 
Reichstag of Regensburg, and succeeded in averting an edict which would 
have forbidden the Jews to engage in any monetary transaction. 

The same year Josel heard that the Hessian Jews had to suffer many 
persecutions because of a pamphlet by Martin Bucer. He therefore wrote a 
defense of Judaism in Hebrew, to be read in synagogue every Sabbath for 
the comfort of his coreligionists. The magistrate of Strasbourg having 
expressed the belief that attacks on Christianity were contained in the 
defense, Josel had a verbatim translation made and sent to him. Soon Josel 
had to defend the Jews against the attacks of Martin Luther himself, who 
in (543 had published a very spiteful pamphlet, titled “Von den Juden und 
Ihren Liigen” (“On the Jews and Their Lies”), which had led to harsh 
treatment of Jews in various Protestant districts. Josel refuted Luther’s 
assertions in a voluminous petition to the magistrate of Strasbourg, and the 
latter thereupon inhibited a new edition of Luther’s book. 

He succeeded at the Reichstag of Speyer in 1544 in obtaining a new 
letter of protection for the German Jews from the emperor, wherein they 
were expressly allowed to charge a much higher rate of interest than the 
Christians, on the ground that they had to pay much higher taxes than the 
latter, though all handicrafts and the cultivation of land were prohibited to 
them: Not that any Jew would actually soil his hands by manual labour! At 
the same time Josel paid to the emperor in the name of the German Jews a 
bribe of 3000 florins toward the expenses of the French war (the French 
having at this time allied with the Turks). In the Speyer letter of protection, 
the emperor was bought off and induced to disapprove of the accusations 
of ritual murder, and he ordained that no Jew should be put in prison or 
sentenced for this crime without sufficient proof. Josel was anxious to 


obtain this order because in 1543 at Wiirzburg five Jews accused of ritual 
murder had been imprisoned and tortured. After having personally 
interceded in favor of these prisoners Josel at length obtained their pardon 
from the emperor. 

In §5%G, Josel was called upon to interfere in behalf of the whole body of 
German Jews, who suffered much during the . Through 

, the influential counselor of the emperor, Josel obtained an 
imperial order to the army and a mandate to the Christian population in 
favor of the Jews, so that they were not molested in the course of the war. 
As a proof of their gratitude Josel caused the Jews to provide the imperial 
army with victuals wherever it passed. 

In recognition of the great services rendered by Josel to the emperor on 
this occasion and previously, HRE Charles V renewed at Augsburg in 
1598 the safe-conduct for Josel and his family, which thereby received the 
right of free passage throughout the German empire and free residence 
wherever Jews were allowed to live. Josel’s life as well as all of his 
belongings was thus protected by a special imperial order. Even in the last 
years of his life Josel was able to make himself useful to Charles V. In 
eee he sent to the emperor at Innsbruck by a special messenger a warning 
that Elector Moritz of Saxony intended to invade Tyrol, and the emperor 
was thus enabled at the last moment to effect his escape. 

Josel worked for the welfare of his people to the last, dying suddenly in 

. No successor was able to win as favorable a status for the 
Jews of the Holy Roman Empire. 


The Schmalkaldic War 


Sixtus of Siena 

Antonio Michele Ghislieri (17 January 1504 - 1 May 1572) was born 
and baptized on Sunday, 17 January 1504, in the little village of Bosco, 
near Alessandria. He was baptized with the name Anthony but later took 
the name of Michael in honor of the Archangel St. Michael whom he 
chose as his patron. His pious parents, though poor, were of ancient and 
noble family. 

In 1542 Pope Paul IIT reconstituted the Roman Inquisition in order to 
stop the influx of heresy. When the Holy Office requested that the 
Dominicans provide the best man they had to serve as Inquisitor at the 
important outpost of Como, the Provincial nominated Father Michael 
Ghislieri who by then was already known for his holiness, firm doctrine, 
and great zeal for the salvation of souls. At that time war and discord were 
everywhere, and false teachings were spreading throughout many parts of 
Europe. The Calvinist and Lutheran heresy was gradually seeping from 
Switzerland and Germany into northern Italy. The Turkish invasion was 
also a constant danger, especially in southern Europe. 

In (55M Michael Ghislieri was appointed Commissionary-General of the 
Inquisition by Pope Julius IIT. Based in Rome, one of his daily duties was 
to visit in prison those accused of heresy. He went among them as a true 
father, and never spared any effort to gain them for the Faith. Thanks to his 
charity, patience and holiness he succeeded in making many — though not 
all - renounce their error and return to the Faith. 

One of his most famous cases was that of Sixtus of Siena - a young Jew 
who had become a Catholic and a Franciscan friar. He became a popular 
preacher but was soon influenced by heretical doctrines. Arrested and 
imprisoned, he abjured his heresy, was released and returned to his Order. 
After beginning to preach again he relapsed into heresy, and was convicted. 
The penalty for a relapsed heretic was death by fire, so there was no hope. 
Father Michael visited him in prison every day and spoke to him kindly as 
a friend, while also praying, fasting and offering daily Mass for his 
conversion. Eventually Sixtus became conscious of the enormity of his sin 
and, knowing he had disgraced his Order, wanted to expiate his shame by 
death. The Inquisitor, deeply touched by his repentance and misery, 
suggested that he might better expiate his guilt by living a life of penance. 
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Ghislieri then went to the Pope and begged and obtained pardon for the 
young friar. Sixtus made abjuration of his heresy, was pardoned and 
released, and admitted (by the Inquisitor himself) into the Dominican 
Order. 

Sixtus of Siena went on to become one of the greatest Scripture scholars 
of his century, and was never tired of saying that he owed both his temporal 
and eternal salvation to Michael Ghislieri. Sixtus coined the term 
deuterocanonical to describe certain books of the Catholic Old Testament 
that had not been accepted as canonical by Jews and Protestants but which 
appeared in the Septuagint, and the definer for the Roman Catholics of the 
terms protocanonical and the ancient term apocryphal. In 1559 he was 
instrumental in the burning of the Talmud in Cremona. On the other hand, 
he saved the Zohar from destruction, in the hope that mysticism and 
Quabbalah would turn the Jews to Christianity. 


Michael Servitus 

The turing point in Calvin’s fortunes occurred when he met Spanish 
physician and Protestant theologian Miguel Serveto called Michael 
Servetus (1511 - 1553), a man of prodigious intellect, a scientist and a free- 
thinking theologian who was very gifted in languages and studied Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew. Twenty years earlier Columbus had set sail for the 
New World. Of more importance to Servetus, though, the old Moorish 
kingdom of Granada had been conquered by the ardent Christian rulers 
King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella, and the Edict of Expulsion was signed 
in Granada - as a result, 200,000 Jews left Spain. Although, his paternal 
ancestors came from the hamlet of Serveto, in the Aragonian Pyrenees, 
which gave the family their surname, his maternal line descended from 
Jewish conversos (Spanish or Portuguese Jews who converted to 
Christianity) of the Monzén area. 

At the age of fifteen, Servetus entered the service of a Franciscan friar by 
the name of Juan de Quintana, an important Franciscan friar, who had 
been influenced by writings of Erasmus. In 1529, Servetus traveled 
through Germany and Italy with Quintana, who was then personal 
confessor to HRE Charles V, King of Spain in the imperial retinue. 

On Monday, , Servetus, while in Vienne, was 
denounced as a heretic by Guillaume Trie, a rich merchant who took 
refuge in Geneva and a very good friend of Calvin for boldly criticizing the 
doctrine of the Trinity and paedobaptism (infant baptism) - convinced 
that the resultant Christianity would be most favourable to both Jews and 
Muslims. This led to Servetus being arrested by the Roman Catholic 
authorities and questioning by the French Inquisition, but this questioning 
revealed nothing. Convicted of heresy by the inquisition, he was sentenced 
to be burned with his books. He was imprisoned in Vienne, but, three days 
later, just before he was condemned, escaped from prison. An effigy and 
his books were burned in his absence. 

A fugitive from ecclesiastical authorities, meaning to flee to Italy, 
Servetus appeared in Geneva on Thursday, - where Calvin 
and his Reformers had denounced him. He was immediately arrested and 
was again imprisoned and had all his property confiscated. He was put on 
trial with Calvin leading the attack. 

“It is clear, Calvin for his pleasure wishes to make me rot in this 
prison. The lice eat me alive. My clothes are torn and I have nothing for 

a change, no shirt, only a worn out vest.” 


NATURZ 


Michael Servetus 

Although Calvin believed Servetus deserved of death on account of his 
“execrable blasphemies,” he nevertheless hoped that it would not be by 
fire, as he was inclined toward clemency. Nonetheless, on Saturday, 24 
OSSPEMISSS, Servetus (age 42) was sentenced to death by burning for 
denying the Trinity and infant baptism... and, four days later, was burned 
at the stake just outside Geneva: To prolong his agony, new wood was 
used that took longer to burn. His last words were: “Jesus, Son of the 
Eternal God, have mercy on me.” 

Servetus is best remembered as a martyr for freedom of thought and 
liberty of conscience. This certainly is how both Voltaire and Thomas 


Jefferson saw him. 


Rodrigo Lopez (c. 1517 - 7 June 1594) son of Antonio Lopes, physician 
to King John III of Portugal, served as physician-in-chief to Queen 
Elizabeth I of England from 1581 until his death by execution. 

Anténio Lopes, pretending to be a converso, was baptized into the 
Roman Catholic Church in 1497, and educated at the University of 
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Coimbra. Amid the Portuguese Inquisition, Lopez was exposed to be a 
Crypto-Jew or Marrano - one of Jewish descent who professed the 
Christian faith, but secretly adhered to the Judaism of his ancestors - and 
was compelled to leave Portugal. 

Lopez settled in England in 1559, anglicizing his first name as “Roger,” 
and successfully resumed his practice as a doctor in London. Once again, 
pretending to be a Christian, he joined the Church of England, which 
facilitated his employment as house physician at St Bartholomew’s 
Hospital in Smithfield. A colleague there, the surgeon William Clowes the 
elder (c. 1543-1604) son of Thomas Clowes and grandson of Nicholas 
Clowes, noted in 1591 that “Lopez showed himself to be both careful and 
very skilful... in his counsel in dieting, purging and bleeding.” (William 
Clowes the younger son of William Clowes the elder was made surgeon 
Henry Frederick, Prince of Wales elder son of James I & VI a few years 
after his father’s death: However, at the age of 18, the Prince of Wales 
predeceased his father when he died of typhoid fever). 

Around 563, “Roger” Lopes married Sarah Anes (b. 1550) eldest 
daughter of Dunstan Anes. Dunstan Anes was another Jewish merchant 
refugee from the Portuguese Inquisition, who also conveniently professed 
to be a New Christian, settling in London in 1540. Both the Anes and 
Lopez households outwardly conforming as Anglicans while secretly 
practiced Judaism, which was then illegal in England. 

Roderigo and Sarah had four sons and two daughters, of whom at least 
the eldest five - Ellyn (Elinor), Ambrose, Douglas, William and Ann - were 
baptized within the hospital precincts at St. Bartholomew-the-Less between 
1564-and-1579. Lopez’s brother Lewis lived with them in Holborn; a 
second brother, Diego Lopes Aleman, became a merchant in Antwerp and 
Venice. 
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A map of the independent Turkic beyliks in late-14" century Anatolia 


Following the 1071 Seljuq victory over the Byzantine Empire at the Battle 
of Manzikert and the subsequent conquest of Anatolia, Oghuz clans began 
settling in present-day Turkey. The Seljugq Sultanate’s central power 
established in Konya was largely the result of using these clans under “Beys” 
called ue beyi or uj begi especially in border areas to ensure safety against the 
Byzantines; “uc” is a Turkish term for a border territory equivalent to 
“marches,” thus “uc” beyi” is similar to “margrave” in Europe. 

These clans, led by beys, would receive military and financial aid from 
the Seljuqs in return for their services and full allegiance. Seljuq power 
deteriorated with the Mongol invasions from the east. The I/khanate 
commanders in Anatolia then gained strength and authority and _ this 
encouraged the beys declare sovereignty. 

The fall of Seljuq centralized power in Konya and many Beys joined forces 
with the atabegs (former Seljuq leaders) and other religious Muslim leaders 
and warriors from Persia and Turkistan fleeing the Mongols, invading the 
Byzantine empire where they established emirates. To maintain control of 
their new territory, these reestablished emirs employed Ghazi warriors from 
Persia and Turkistan who also fled the Mongols. The ghazis fought under the 
inspiration of either a mullah or a general, trying to assert Islamic power— 
the assaults of the reestablished emirs upon the Byzantine Empire reached 
ever-further... expanding the power sphere of these beyliks. 

As the Byzantine empire weakened, their cities in Asia Minor could resist 
the assaults of the beyliks less-and-less, and many Turks gradually settled in 
the western parts of Anatolia. As a result, many more beyliks were founded 
in these newly conquered western regions which had become absorbed by 
Islam—ever in a power struggle with the Byzantines, the Genoese, the Knights 
Templar... and more than struggling with others... the Muslims fought each other. 
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At its greatest extent, the I/khanate state, forming the southwestern sector of the 
Mongol Empire, ruled by the Mongol House of Hulagu [ ] with the 
fragmentation of the Mongol Empire after 1259, it became a functionally separate 
khanate and expanded into territories that today comprise most of Iran, Iraq, 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Turkmenistan, Turkey, western Afghanistan, and 
the Northwestern edge of the Indian sub-continent. 

Later I/khanate rulers, beginning with Ghazan in 1295, converted to Islam. 


Hayreddin Barbarossa (Arabic: U»s22 C2!) os4, translit. Khayr ad- 
Din Barbarossa; meaning: “goodness” or “best of the faith” —an honorary 
name given to him by Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent), or Barbaros 
Kheireddin Pasha (Turkish: Barbaros Hayrettin Pasa or Hizir Hayrettin 
Pasa; also Hizir Reis before being promoted to the rank of Pasha and 
becoming the Kapudan Pasha), born Khizr or Khidr, Ottoman admiral 
of the fleet on the island of Lesbos (c. 1478)—and died in 
Constantinople—the Ottoman capital (4 July 1546). 

Barbarossa’s naval victories secured Ottoman dominance over the 
Mediterranean during the mid-16" century—from the Battle of Preveza in 
1538 until the Battle of Lepanto in 1571. However, even after their defeat 
in Lepanto, the Ottomans quickly rebuilt their fleet, regained Cyprus and 
other lost territories in Morea and Dalmatia from the Republic of Venice 
between 1571 and 1572, and reconquered Tunisia from Spain in 1574 

He became known as “Barbarossa” (“Redbeard” in Italian) in Europe, 
a name he inherited from his elder brother Orug Reis after he was killed in 
a battle with the Spanish in Algeria. Orug was also known as “Baba 
Orug’—which sounded like “Barbarossa” to the Europeans, and since 
Orug did have a red beard, the nickname stuck. In a process of linguistic 
reborrowing, the nickname then stuck back to Hayreddin’s native Ottoman 
name, in the form Barbaros. 


(Hebrew: D°X7 JNO, Sinan Rais; Arabic: WD (das, Sinan Rayyis) 
Sinao o Judeo (Portuguese: “Sinan the Chief Jew’) was a Barbary 


corsair and Jewish pirate—an anti-Christian slave trader who sailed 
under the famed Ottoman admiral Hayreddin Barbarossa. 


Rabbi Moshe Hamon son of Yosef ben Yaakov Tam ibn Yachya, 
HaRofeh, personal physician of Sultan Suleiman of the Ottoman 
Empire, was a close confidant of Don Yosef Nassi, Duke of Naxos. The 
Yahya family is one of distinction from the time of Maimonides. Originally 
achieving greatness in Portugal and Spain, they after settled in Italy and 


Turkey.”© 


Don Yosef Nassi, Duke of Naxos 


Judah Leone Abrabanel 
(Leone Ebreo, Leo Hebraeus; 1460, Lisbon— 1523, Naples) was one of the 
most important philosophers in the Italian Renaissance, the author of the 
Dialoghi d'Amore, a masterpiece of Platonic philosophy that exerted 
significant influence in the 16th and 17th centuries. Abrabanel was the 
oldest son of 1, who was an important leading personality among Spanish 
Jews at the time of the expulsion of Jews from Spain (1492). The origins of 
the family were traced back to David. After the expulsion, the family 
settled in Naples, where Abrabanel was active as a physician, the Dialoghi 
were also apparently written there. Abrabanel maintained contact with the 
Florentine Platonists, esp. G. Pico della Mirandola. 
His work is incomplete (the fourth dialogue may never have been written) 
and structurally and conceptually multi-layered. The three preserved 
dialogues contain discussions between Sophia and Philone, bound by 
Platonic love, concerning the nature of love and its relationship to wisdom. 
Love is a living, essential power that unites God, the creation and humanity 
in beauty and wisdom. The highest goal is the attainment of unity with God 
through the love of beauty and of wisdom in all things and entry into the 
“circle of love” that holds together the entire cosmos. The work contains 
many poetic discussions of all the philosophical and scientific themes of its 
time. The work was first printed in Rome in 1525, and 25 editions were 
published between 1535 and 1607, half of which were translations into 
Spanish, Latin, French and Hebrew. His influence is perceptible, for 
example, in the works of G. Bruno and B. Spinoza. 


26 Reference: “Divrei ha-Yamim le-Bnei Yahya” ( xn 1227 on'n  A7 ), by Eliakim 
Carmoly; printed in Frankfort am Main/Rodelheim; published by: Isak Kaufman, 
1850. Genealogy of, and biographical work on, the Yahya family by Eliakim 
Carmoly. There is an introduction from Carmol. The text is preceded by a chart of 
the family, beginning with the Nasi, Don Yahya, and concluding with Don 
Gedalia. The text, in seven chapters, is set in a single column, primarily in rabbinic 
type although there are instances of vocalized square letters, and is accompanied 
by extensive footnotes. The final page is an announcement of the forthcoming 
publication of seven minor Yerushalmi tractates by Carmoli. The text of this 
book was compared to the “bin Yahya Family Tapestry,” currently stored in the 
antiquity archives of Jewish Theological Seminary in New York City, by Abraham 
Greenstein grandson of Abraham Gindi HaKohen: The text matches the Tapestry. 
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Luis de Carvajal: The Origins of Nuevo Reino de Leén 
Francisco Jorge de Andrade. This seems to have been the name adopted 
later in life by maternal uncle Francisco, who in 1544 was studying in 
Salamanca. According to Carvajal, Francisco had been a factor, or agent, 
and captain of the military forces of the Portuguese Crown in Guinea, after 
which he had gone to New Spain, where he was an Augustinian friar under 
the name of Francisco de Andrade. So far as the first part of the statement 
is concerned, there is evidence that Francisco had, indeed, spent some years 
in Rio S. Domingos (in present day Bissau-Guinea), and that he represented 
Duarte de Leon's interests there. That evidence stems from a record of the 
Portuguese Inquisition in Lisbon, where it was claimed that a number of 
New Christians who lived in Rio S. Domingos had met in the house of a 
Francisco Jorge, factor of Duarte de Leao, to perform some heretical 
celebration. [28] 

Francisco's name change to Francisco de Andrade is very interesting 
because other records show that a person by that name occupied various 
Crown positions in Cape Verde in 1580, including that of Sargento-mor, or 
senior military leader, and that in 1582, the same person wrote, in 
Portuguese, a report to the king describing Cape Verde and Guinea. [29] 
Whether this man was Carvajal's uncle is not known, but several facts seem 
to support the idea that he was. One was that he was in Cape Verde at the 
same time as Carvajal's uncle; second, he was the military leader there; and 
finally, he, like Carvajal's uncle, was educated in Spain, a fact made 
evident by his use of Hispanicisms in that report. [30] 

On October 1544, Jorge de Leon, one of the sons of Antonio, was brought 
to the Inquisition jail in Evora. [45] A month later his brother Alvaro was 
also arrested. [46] It is also possible that their father, Antonio de Leon, was 
also a target of the Inquisition but seems to have escaped it. It is not 
difficult to imagine his reaction or indeed that of the many crypto-Jews 
who lived in the area surrounding Mogadouro. Sensing the danger, Antonio 
de Leon must have decided to go to Spain and take with him those 
members of his family who were still free. This included his daughter 
Catarina de Leon, her husband Gaspar de Carvajal and their children, Luis, 
then 8 years old, and his younger siblings Francisca and Domingo. 


Footnotes 

28. Ferraz Torrao, "Rotas Comerciais, Agentes Economicos, Meios de Pagamento" in Historia 
Geral de Cabo Verde, II: 64. 

29.Zelinda Cohen, "Administracao das Ilhas de Cabo Verde e sue Distrito no Segundo Secuo de 
Colonizacao (1560-1640)" in Historia Geral de Cabo Verde, II: 193. In the same volume, pages 
515-547, there is a compilation by Iva Cabral of the vecinos of Ribeira Grande in which 
Francisco de Andrade is mentioned. His report dated 26 January 1582, is reprinted as the 
"Relacao de Francisco de Andrade sobre as Ilhas de Cabo Verde," in Antonio Brassio, 
Monumenta Missionaria Africana, 20 serie, III: 96-107. A translation into English of one of its 
sections appears in The Discovery of the River Gambia by Richard Johnson (1623), David P. 
Gamble and P.E.H. Hair, eds. London, the Haklyut Society, Series II, vol. 2, 1999. 273-274. 
30. Several examples of the Hispanicisms written by Francisco de Andrade are pointed out in the 
notes of the reprint. Thus, the first note points out that the word "diezmo," appearing in the first 
paragraph of the report is an Espanholismo. 

45. Processo de Jorge de Leao, 1. 

46. Processo de Jorge de Leao, 1. 
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Pierre de Bérulle 

Pierre de Bérulle, Cong. Orat., (4 February 1575 — 2 October 1629), was a 
French Catholic priest, cardinal and statesman, one of the most important 
mystics of the 17" century in France. He was the founder of the French 
school of spirituality, who could count among his friends and disciples 

and ; 

Bérulle was born in the Chateau of Cérilly, near Troyes in Champagne, 
into two families of distinguished magistrates. The chateau de Cérilly is 
situated in the modern department of Yonne, while the village adjacent to 
it, Bérulle, is in Aube. He was educated by the Jesuits at Clermont and at 
the Sorbonne in Paris. He published his first work, his Bref Discours de 
l'abnegation interieure, in (599. Soon after his ordination as a priest in 
199, he assisted Cardinal Duperron in his public controversy with the 
Protestant , and made numerous converts. 


Anna of Saxony 

Anna of Saxony daughter of Maurice, Elector of Saxony and Agnes of 
Hesse (eldest daughter of Philip I, Landgrave of Hesse) was born on 
Saturday, in Dresden. She became her father’s heiress 
upon the death of brother Albert, who died in infancy. She was considered 
the wealthiest heiress in Germany at the time and, thus, an attractive 
candidate for marriage: There are indications that Anna suffered from a 
physical deformity (a back problem or uneven shoulders) and that she 
might have walked with a limp. 

On Friday, , six months after her second marriage, her 
mother died under mysterious circumstances. The 11-year-old orphan then 
returned to her late father’s Dresden court and was placed under the 
guardianship of her uncle August and his wife, Anne of Denmark and 
Norway. But the young princess chafed under her aunt’s regime - and was 
often unhappy and felt alone. At the same time, she was described as 
proud, defiant, and stubborn as well as intelligent and passionate. 

In 1556, Erik, son of the Swedish king Gustav Vasa, sought her hand in 
marriage, followed two years later by William I “the Silent” of Orange 
(eldest son of Count Willem I de Rijke of Nassau by his second wife Juliana 
of Stolberg-Werningerode, who had been raised a Roman Catholic but 
changed her religion twice, first to Lutheranism and later to Calvinism). 
Anna’s maternal grandfather, Philip the Magnanimous of Hesse, was 
opposed to the marriage. First, he did not consider William of Orange, 
already having a male heir, as befitting for an elector’s daughter, believing 
she could marry someone of even higher rank. Secondly, there would have 
been too much debt incurred in the event of William’s death. Philip’s 
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negative attitude delayed the marriage for a full year. Ultimately, however, 
the decisive factor was probably that William was a valuable ally for 
Germany and his Dutch resources for the Protestant cause. Thus, she 
married William of Orange as his second wife, being married in Leipzig 
and later relocating to the Netherlands. William of Orange’s uncle, King 
Charles II, watched him consummate his marriage... while shouting 
encouraging phrases from the sidelines. They had five children - of which 
two died in infancy. 

Rumours soon arose that the marriage was unhappy. After the death of 
her first son Moritz in 1566, Anna fell to severe depression and suicidal 
thoughts for the first time. She also tried to drown her grief with excessive 
alcohol consumption. In 1567. due to his opposition to the Habsburg 
Netherlands, the family had to flee to Dillenburg where a second son 
named Moritz was born. At the baptism in January 1568 a message arrived 
for William in Burgundy stating that on Wednesday, all 
his Dutch lands and possessions had been confiscated. 

On Tuesday, Anna met her husband in Mannheim. 
William’s campaign against the Iron Duke of Alva had failed and he could 
no longer support the family - King Philip IT of Spain had forced him out. 
After this, he left Germany and went to support the Huguenots in France 
in their faith struggles. Since William could no longer provide for the 
family, Anna looked to other means of support. She considered either 
persuading the Duke of Alba returning their confiscated goods, or 
demanding payment from Wilhelm as specified in the contract of 12,000 
guilders or the castles of Diez or Hadamar. This would have meant a 
severe financial burden to be borne for Nassau. Anna became a substantial 
risk to the family. To enforce their claims, in the they 
purchased the services of the successful lawyer Jan Rubens, a successful 
lawyer who was in Cologne seeking religious refuge. The case was begun 
in J@MUaryNI57O at the Royal Brussels to take fiscal action for their 
confiscated goods in the Netherlands. 

Anna and her husband finally met again in MAISTO in Butzbach to 
discuss financial matters as well as other important topics, and in June the 
couple went to Siegen for a few weeks, where she settled with her three 
children. 


The Iron Duke of Alba 

Iron Duke Fernando Alvarez de Toledo y Pimentel of Alba (29 October 
1507 - 11 December 1582) son of Garcia Alvarez de Toledo y Ziiiiga and 
Beatriz Pimentel is considered the best general of his generation by some 
historians - and one of the best generals ever. Although a tough leader, he 
was respected by his troops. Among other duties, he was an adviser to and 
Mayordomo mayor (High Steward) of both King Charles I of Spain (HRE 
Charles V) and his successor, King Philip II of Spain. More-so, he 
represented Philip II in negotiating Philip’s betrothal to Elisabeth of Valois 
eldest daughter of King Henri II of France and Catherine de' Medici and 
Anna of Austria eldest daughter of HRE Maximilian IT (eldest son of HRE 
Ferdinand I, younger brother of HRE Charles V - sons of Queen Juana la 
Loca of Castile, second daughter of King Ferrando II of Aragon and Queen 
Isabel I de Castilla of the royal House of Trastamara) and Maria of Spain 
(daughter of HRE Charles V and Isabella of Portugal - maternal 
granddaughter of Queen Isabel I de Castilla), who were the third and 
fourth - and last wives of the king. 

He is best known for his actions against the revolt of the Netherlands, 
where he instituted the Council of Troubles - the special tribunal instituted 
on Saturday, , to punish the ringleaders of the recent 
political and religious troubles in the Netherlands. Due to the many death 
sentences pronounced by the tribunal, it also became known as the 
Bloedraad (Council of Blood). Almost nine thousand people, from all 
levels of society, were convicted of heresy or treason. As most of these 
were tried in absentia, however, only about 1000 of these sentences were 
carried out. The other convicts had to live in exile, their possessions 
confiscated. Alba hoped the confiscations that accompanied the 
condemnations would be an important source of income for the Crown. 
However, Philip directed him to pay new pensions from the proceeds to 
people who had served the Crown well in previous years. Also, the 
council’s civil chambers were swamped with claims concerning the 
legality of the confiscations. Nevertheless, the proceeds reached half a 
million ducats annually according to a letter from the Spanish 
ambassador in France to Philip in 72. 


From August to October 1566, the Iconoclastic Beeldenstorm took place 


in the Netherlands - and resistance against the Spanish rule in the 
Netherlands increased, during which Calvinists destroyed a number of 
monasteries and churches and defaced or destroyed Catholic statues. As a 
devout Catholic, Count Lamoral of Egmont - head of one of the wealthiest 
and most powerful families in the Low Countries, deplored the iconoclasm, 
and remained faithful to the Spanish king. To tackle both civil and religious 
rebels, King Philip IT sent the Iron Duke of Alba to Brussels on Tuesday, 
, at the head of a powerful army, to replace his sister 
Margaret of Parma as head of the civil jurisdiction. He decided that the 
local nobility was in open rebellion against the king and supported the new 
Protestant teachings, heresy in his view. 

On Saturday, , revolutionary bands, \ed by bailli 
Jacques de Glimes of Brabant, arrested the members of the Council of 
State (the acting Brussels government). This ended at the same time the 
Council of Troubles (which the Council of State had not dared to disperse) 
was created - this being on Sunday, . A large part of the 
archives of the council were lost shortly after this action but many 
duplicates are still extant in Spanish archives. 

Prince William I “the Silent” of Orange Nassau was one of the 10,000 
to be summoned before the Council, but he failed to appear. He was 
subsequently declared an outlaw, and his properties were confiscated. As 
one of the most prominent and popular politicians of the Netherlands, 
William of Orange emerged as the leader of armed resistance. He financed 
the Watergeuzen, refugee Protestants who formed bands of corsairs and 
raided the coastal cities of the Netherlands (often killing Spanish and Dutch 
alike). He also raised an army, consisting mostly of German mercenaries, 
to fight Alba on land. William allied with the French Huguenots, following 
the end of the second Religious War in France when they had troops to 
spare. 


Entrance of the Jews into the Netherlands 

Charles was succeeded by his son, King Philip II of Spain. In [568 the 
Netherlands, led by William I “the Silent,” Prince of Orange Nassau (24 
April 1533 — 10 July 1584) firstborn son of Willem “de Rijke,” Count of 
Nassau-Dillenburg and Juliana, Countess of Stolberg-Wernigerode (who 
had been raised a Roman Catholic but changed her religion twice, first to 
Lutheranism and later to Calvinism), revolted against Philip II because of 
high taxes, persecution of Protestants (i.e. Lutherans, Anabaptists and 
Calvinists) by the government, and Philip’s efforts to modernize and 
centralize the devolved-medieval government structures of the provinces. 
This was the start of the Eighty Years’ War. 

Her entire life, Juliana, Countess of Stolberg-Wernigerode kept close to 
her children, especially William. When William began his rebellion against 
Philip II of Spain she supported her son morally and financially. Because 
of this financial support, William was able to campaign against Spain in the 
Netherlands. 


The Start of the Eighty Years’ War 

The Iron Duke of Alba repeatedly defeated the troops of William I of 
Orange and his younger brother, Calvinist rebel leader Louis of Nassau. 
Led by Louis of Nassau, the army invaded the northern Netherlands in 
1568. However, the plan failed almost from the start. The Huguenots were 
defeated by French royal troops before they could invade, and a small 
force under Jean de Villers was captured within two days. Villers gave all 
the plans of the campaign to the Spanish following his capture. 

On Thursday, 230MAYEIS68, the army under the command of Louis won 
the Battle of Heiligerlee in the northern province of Groningen against a 
Spanish army led by the stadtholder of the northern provinces, Duke Jean 
de Ligne of Aremberg: At the start of the rebellion he remained loyal to the 
King Philip II of Spain... but distanced himself of his good friends William 
the Silent, Count Lamoral of Egmont and Count Philip de Montmorency 
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of Hoorn son of Count Josef van Montmorency of Nevele and Anna van 
Egmont the Elder: (Anna’s namesake, her niece Anna van Egmont the 
Younger, had been William of Orange’s first wife who bore him three 
children). Aremberg was killed in the battle - and his death as a great loss 
for the Catholic faith and the King - as was William’s brother Adolf. 

After Philip II sent Alba to the Netherlands, William I of Orange decided 
to flee Brussels. Having always declined to do anything that smacked of 
lése majesté (i.e. a crime of violating majesty or an offence against the 
dignity of a reigning sovereign or against a state), Egmont refused to heed 
Orange’s warning; thus he and Hoorn decided to stay in the city. Upon 
arrival, Alba almost immediately had the counts of Egmont and Horn 
arrested on charges of heresy, and imprisoned them in a castle in Ghent, 
prompting Egmont’s wife and eleven children to seek refuge in a convent. 
Pleas for amnesty came to the Spanish king from throughout Europe, 
including from many reigning sovereigns, the Order of the Golden Fleece 
(both being knights of the Order, and thereby theoretically immune from 
trial by any but their peers of the Order), and the king’s kinsman the HRE 
Maximilian IT - all to no avail. 

Alba countered by killing a number of convicted noblemen (including 
the Counts of Egmont and Hoorn): The condemned persons were executed 
on Friday, in the Town Hall Square in Brussels. Alba had 
little confidence in Flemish justice, which he perceived as sympathetic to 
the defendants, and witnessed the executions in person. Soon after this 
Anna and Walburgis fled to Cologne, where they began proceedings to 
recover their seized goods and also secure the release of Anna’s son Floris 
of Montmorency who was in prison in Simancas. When Egmont en Hoorn 
were arrested in Brussels, Floris was also condemned to death by the 
Council of Troubles. Instead of returning him to the Low Countries for his 
sentence to be executed, Philip II of Spain had Floris strangled in secret 
despite the pleas of his new wife Anna of Austria, to release Floris, and 
spread the rumor that he had died of disease. 

Anna of Austria was Queen of Spain by virtue of her marriage to her 
uncle, King Philip II of Spain. She was the eldest daughter of HRE 
Maximilian IT and Maria of Spain. Her maternal grandparents were HRE 
Charles V, who was emperor when she was born, and Isabella of Portugal. 
Her paternal grandparents were HRE Ferdinand I and Anna of Bohemia 
and Hungary. (Charles V and Ferdinand I were brothers.) Anna was born 
in Spain, but lived in Vienna from the age of four. She had many siblings, 
two of whom became emperors (Rudolf I and Matthias). Among her 
sisters was Queen Elisabeth of France, wife of King Charles IX of 
France (born Charles Maximilian) third son of King Henry II of France 
and Catherine de' Medici. 

Alba then led an expedition to Groningen, where he annihilated Louis’ 
forces on German territory in the Battle of Jemmingen on Sunday, July 
i. although Louis managed to escape. These two battles are now 
considered to be the start of the Eighty Years’ War (1568—1648):: A 
major cause of this discontent was heavy taxation imposed on the 
population, while support and guidance from the government was 
hampered by the size of the Habsburg Empire. Alba is also known for the 
brutalities during the capture of Mechelen, Zutphen, Naarden and Haarlem. 
In spite of these military successes, the Dutch revolt was not broken and 
Alba was recalled to Spain. 

In , William responded by leading a large army into 
Brabant, but Alba carefully avoided a decisive confrontation, expecting the 
army to fall apart quickly. As William advanced, disorder broke out in his 
army, and with winter approaching and money running out, William 
turned back. William made several more plans to invade in the next few 
years, but little came of them, since he lacked support and money. He 
remained popular with the public, in part through an extensive propaganda 
campaign conducted through pamphlets. One of his most important claims, 
with which he attempted to justify his actions, was that he was not fighting 
the rightful ruler of the land, the King of Spain, but only the inadequate 
tule of the foreign governors in the Netherlands, and the presence of 
foreign soldiers. 


Philip de Montmorency had become Count of Hoorn upon marrying 
Walburgis van Nieuwenaer, which he did. She was a Protestant and 
actively supported the Protestant movement in the fief of her spouse. She 
was aware of the great Protestant Iconoclast revolt in 1567, which is 
evident from the fact that she advised the nuns of a convent, to which she 
was sympathetic, to hide their valuables. Her spouse was executed for his 
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Protestant conviction in 1568. She was not executed, but exiled from the 
fief of her late spouse. She remarried her 20 years younger cousin Adolf 
van Nieuwenaar in 1569 or 1570. He was a Protestant on the side of the 
Prince of Orange, and according to tradition, she encouraged his 
opinions. 

Both Anna van Egmont and her daughter-in-law were instrumental in 
promoting the Lutheran faith in the area around Weert. From 1566 they 
were to be seen in the company of a geuzen-paap or “beggar pope.”’ She 
actively participated in the Protestant cause during the war: In 1586, she 
acted as diplomat when she was given the task to negotiate with the Earl of 
Leicester in order to supply more troops for her spouse. 


The Rubens Affair 

In 1561, Jan Rubens married Maria Pypelinckx daughter of Hendrik 
Pypelinckx, a tapestry dealer from Hasselt, and Clara Touion. He was a 
magistrate in Antwerp during the period of upheaval - and had survived the 
Beeldenstorm during the rule of the Spanish Netherlands. He became 
known for his Calvinist sympathies and, after increased religious turmoil 
and persecution of Protestants by the Iron Duke of Alba, the family was 
forced to flee for Cologne (Germany) in iz. possibly to avoid working 
for the Council of Troubles. They settled at the court of Anna of Saxony in 
Siegen in 

Rubens found work as a lawyer among the many refugees in that city 
and was approached by Anna of Saxony to help her recover some of her 
bridal dowry, which her husband’s family had invested in their war on the 
Duke of Alba. Thus, Jan Rubens became the legal adviser (and lover) of 
Anna of Saxony. She and Rubens both had vested interests in the Southern 
Netherlands that they were attempting to salvage and, perhaps, were living 
in close proximity. Her husband William I “the Silent” of Orange was 
constantly traveling to muster support for his cause. 

It was here that she began an affair with Rubens. During the Christmas 
holidays from Thursday-to-Saturday, William 
visited his family there again. It was likely a harmonious time, because he 
persuaded Anna to visit him in in Dillenburg, where she even 
was willing to forego, for the time, payments from her jointure. She was 
pregnant again, except this time her husband wasn’t the father. William 
accused her of adultery and begun making plans to separate from her. 
Rubens was often with Anna at that time, because he was her counselor, 
financial advisor and attorney, and thus was suspected of adultery with 
Anna between Sunday-and-Wednesday, . He was 
eventually arrested outside the city of Siegen while on his way to see her. 
He was blackmailed for a suitable confession - and later tortured to make 
him confess. Anna was told to confess, or Rubens would be executed. 

Maria Rubens promptly moved to Siegen (about 35 kilometers from 
Dillenburg) and began to write letters of support to her husband, who 
thought at the time he might be put to death. Thanks to her letters, Rubens 
was allowed to join his family in Siegen on condition of payment of 6000 
daalders bail, but he was not allowed out of Siegen or to do any business 
or work - until after the death of Anna of Saxony in Dresden in December 
1577. Maria remained true to her husband and continued to bear him seven 
children, most notably Philip on Saturday, 27 April 1574 and Peter Paul on 
Tuesday, 28 June 1577. 

On Friday, Anna of Saxony pled guilty, and Rubens was 
spared. Their child, Christine, was born on Sunday, 

William never recognized her as his daughter, and she took the last name 
van Dietz. Because she was no longer financially supported by William, 
Anna demanded financial rights. 

In Anna decided to challenge the Imperial Court’s 
ruling for her financial rights. However, her Hessian and Saxon relatives 
had already turned Beilstein Castle into a prison, and she was brought 
there on Sunday, with Christine van Dietz. Christine would 
be taken from her three years later. 

By 1575 it was clear that though they were not divorced, , William of 
Orange had plans to neglect his wife - and, in , although 
the divorce was not finalized, the first news appeared of an impending 
remarriage of Orange to the former Abbess of Jouarre, Charlotte de 
Bourbon-Montpensier daughter of Duke Louis II of Bourbon of 
Montpensier and his first wife, Jacqueline de Longwy. Outraged at this 
news, some of Anna’s relatives demanded the return of large wedding gifts 
despite her possible infidelity. Her Uncle August also demanded of 
William, whom he now called “Head of all the rogues and rebels” 
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claimed one of the counties of Nassau, Hadamar and Diez. He also insisted 
that the marriage of the prince was not legally ended yet, and thus he had 
no right to remarry or confiscate her property. Anna did not admit her 
adultery in court, and if she did, then she could have proven that the prince 
had broken his marriage agreement. He also ordered the immediate transfer 
of his niece from Nassau to Saxony. 

When Anna learned in of her upcoming transferal to 
Saxony, she attempted suicide. She was eventually taken to Dresden in 
9576 where the windows of the room were walled up and had been fitted 
with iron bars. At the door was a square hole in the top panel that 
provided a narrow grid, which was closed off outside: Through this hole 
food and drinks were served to her. At the door there was also another iron 
gate, virtually guaranteeing no chance of escape. From May 1577 Anna 
suffered from an illness that caused continuous hemorrhaging and she died 
on Sunday, , shortly before her 33" birthday: She was 
only 32 years old. She was buried near her ancestors in a nameless tomb in 
the Cathedral of Meissen. 


Sir Peter Paul Rubens (knighted in 1624 by Philip IV of Spain and in 
1630 by Charles I of England), and his elder brother Philip Rubens both 
being sons of Calvinists Jan Rubens and Maria Pypelincks entered in 
service of Cardinal Ascanio Colonna son of Marcantonio II Colonna and 
Felice Orsini. 


Dom Joao Miques aka Yasef Nassi & Gracia Mendes Nasi 


Spain was under pressure from the Ottoman Empire in the 
Mediterranean, which, like Spain, was at the peak of its power. An old 
friend of Willem van Oranje from Antwerp, rev ea had become 
the adviser of the sultan in Istanbul. When, in , the Beeldstorm of 
Antwerp reached Siileyman, he sent a letter to the Antwerp meeting in 
October, in which he offered financial and military assistance to the rebels 
so that they could fight against the Spaniards together. Shortly thereafter he 
died. 


The Massacre of the Waldensians 


At the time of the massacre of the Waldensians by Francois I, Calvin did 
his utmost to arouse German and Swiss protests to the French government 
and to bring relief to the survivors. In a letter to Bullinger (Wednesday, 24 
May 1561) he praised the heroic zeal of young volunteers in ministering to 
their partially restored communities. 


The execution of Servetus helped to solidify Calvin’s hold on Geneva. 
Acclaimed a defender of Christianity, his authority was practically 
uncontested during his final years, and he enjoyed an international 
reputation as a reformer distinct from Martin Luther (1483-1546), who 
most-strongly disputed the Catholic Church sale of indulgences as he 
understood it to be that freedom from God’s punishment for sin could not 
be purchased with money: Luther’s Roman Catholic opponents frequently 
considered Luther to be a friend of the Jews - towards the end of his life, 
though, he became the greatest opponent of Jews and Gypsies and required 
their absolute expulsion. Initially, although Luther and Calvin had never 
met, they did have a mutual respect for each other. However, a doctrinal 
conflict on the interpretation of on the doctrine of the Real Presence of 
Christ in the eucharist had developed between Luther and Zurich reformer 
Huldrych Zwingli. Calvin’s opinion on these issues forced Luther to place 
him in Zwingli’s camp. Martin Bucer acted as a mediator between the two 
leading reformers, Luther and Zwingli, who differed on the doctrine of the 
eucharist. 

Moreover, starting in 1555, Calvin sheltered Marian exiles (those who 
fled the reign of Catholic Mary Tudor in England) in Geneva. Under the 
city’s protection, they were able to form their own reformed church guided 
by John Knox (c. 1513-1572), who is considered the founder of the 


Presbyterian Church of Scotland, the religious leader of the Protestants 
throughout Mary’s reign, and Marian exile William Whittingham (c. 
1524-1579), a well-connected friend of English reformers and publisher of 
the Geneva Bible, and eventually carried Calvin’s ideas on doctrine and 
polity back to England and Scotland. 

However, Calvin was most interested in reforming his homeland, 
France. He supported the building of churches by distributing literature 
and sending ministers. Between 1555-and-1562, more than 100 ministers 
were sent to France. 

In the autumn of 1558, Calvin became ill with a fever - and he died (age 
54) on Wednesday, 27 May 1564. 


Calvin failed to ingratiate himself with Queen Elizabeth, who associated 
him with John Knox. 


"Bloody" Mary I of England is remembered for her restoration of Roman 
Catholicism after her half-brother's short-lived Protestant reign. During her 
five-year reign, she had over 280 religious dissenters burned at the stake in 
the Marian persecutions. After her death in 1558, her re-establishment of 
Roman Catholicism was reversed by her younger half-sister and successor 
Elizabeth I, daughter of Henry and Anne Boleyn. 


Elizabeth had been crowned by a Catholic prelate, with Catholic rites, 
and had taken the oath of Catholic sovereigns, pledging to govern as a 
Catholic Queen and to protect and defend the Church, the bishops, and 
their canonical privileges 

. Shortly thereafter she repudiated Papal authority, made herself head of 
the Church of England, prohibited the Mass, imprisoned and exiled 
Catholic prelates. Catholics were persecuted and killed; priests were 
drawn, hanged and quartered. Protestantism became the state religion of 
England, and was forced upon the population by the rope and knife. After 
the Northern rising in defense of the true Faith (and for the release of Mary 
Stuart, the Catholic Queen of Scotland imprisoned by Elizabeth) was 
defeated, and thousands of Catholics were tortured and butchered, St. Pius 
V hesitated no longer and signed the Bull of Excommunication. 


Monk, Inquisitor, Pope, 
Defender of Europe against the Turks 

The Church was in deplorable condition when Pope St. Pius V (born 
Antonio Michele Ghislieri) was elected to the throne of St. Peter in 1566. 
It was a time of moral laxity and spiritual confusion. Concessions to 
heretics and lukewarmness of the Catholic authorities had allowed 
Protestantism to spread in Europe. At the same time Christendom was in 
imminent and deadly danger from the Ottoman Turks who were already 
dominating the Middle East, North Africa, the Mediterranean and the 
Balkans. 

The Church was in desperate need of a holy, zealous, uncompromising 
and fearless Pope. It got him in St. Pius V - one of the greatest Pontiffs of 
all times - who in his short but glorious six year reign reformed discipline 
and morality of the Catholics, wiped out heresy in Italy, implemented the 
decrees of the Council of Trent, issued the Catechism, promulgated the 
Roman Missal, excommunicated Queen Elizabeth I of England, and 
saved Europe from the Mohammedan menace. 

On Wednesday, 26 February 1569 Pope St. Pius V issued the papal bull 
Hebraeorum gens (“the people of the Hebrews’) expelling all Jews unless 
they converted to Christianity and became Roman Catholics. 

The Jewish people fell from the heights because of their faithlessness 
and condemned their Redeemer to a shameful death. Their godlessness has 
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assumed such forms that, for the salvation of our own people, it becomes 
necessary to prevent their disease. 

Besides usury, through which Jews everywhere have sucked dry the 
property of impoverished Christians, they are accomplices of thieves and 
robbers; and the most damaging aspect of the matter is that they allure the 
unsuspecting through magical incantations, superstition, and witchcraft to 
the Synagogue of Satan and boast of being able to predict the future. We 
have carefully investigated how this revolting sect abuses the name of 
Christ and how harmful they are to those whose life is threatened by their 
deceit. 

On account of these and other serious matters, and because of the 
gravity of their crimes which increase day to day more and more, We order 
that, within 90 days, all Jews in our entire earthly realm of justice - in all 
towns, districts, and places - must depart these regions. 

After this time limit shall all at the present or in the future, who dwell or 
wander into that city or other already mentioned, be affected, their 
property confiscated and handed over to the Siscus, and they shall 
becomes slaves of the Roman Church, live in perpetual servitude and the 
Roman Church shall have the same rights over them as the remaining 
[worldly] lords over slaves and property. 

Jews were able to take refuge in the slums of Rome and Verona, where 
the bull never took effect, but several thousand were forced into exile. The 
towns of Ravenna, Orvieto, Viterbo, Perugia, Spoleto, and Terracina were 
emptied of Jews, and the Papal States lost numerous entrepreneurs, 
craftsmen, merchants, and professionals. They were only permitted to 
return by the next pope, Pope Gregory XIII, who, while he showed an 
occasional leniency, introduced a large number of severe restrictions. 


The Ottoman Turks and the Holy League 

The Ottoman Turks had been the scourge of Europe for four long 
centuries. Under Siileyman II the Magnificent (1520-1566), Turkish 
dominions in Asia, Africa and Europe had increased alarmingly. Belgrade 
fell to the Turks in al. Rhodes the next year. Then the heart of Hungary 
became a Turkish province, and Vienna was besieged. Countless Christian 
slaves had been captured. Hundreds of thousands of Christians had been 
tortured and slain. 

Stileyman’s first check was in 1565 at Malta. Knight Hospitaller Fra’ 
Jean Parisot de Valette, 49th Grand Master of the Sovereign Military 
Hospitaller Order of Saint John of Jerusalem of Rhodes and of Malta, 
courageously defended the besieged island with his 500 knights and a few 
thousand Maltese men against an Ottoman army of over 40,000. The Turks 
were temporarily driven away but the defenders of Malta, having neither 
money nor men to repair the ruined defenses, decided to abandon the 
island. Pope St. Pius V commanded them to remain at this outpost of 
Christendom, and sent Valette the money necessary for the rebuilding of 
the fortifications, thus saving Malta. 

Siileyman then attacked the commercially important island of Chios, 
sacked the city and massacred the entire population. He also organized an 
army of some 100,000 men to march through Hungary toward Vienna, 
though the campaign ended at the Siege of Szigetvar. (Szigetvar eventually 
fell after heroic defense by Count Miklos Zrinyi and his men, outnumbered 
by the Turks fifty to one. To the last man the Hungarian knights died 
defending Christian Europe; all civilians who had survived the siege were 
slaughtered by the Turks.) Pope St. Pius V ordered the Forty Hours 
devotion in Rome, public prayers, and three great processions in which he 
himself took part. On the day of the third procession Siileyman II (who was 
said to fear the prayers of the Pope more than his armies) died. 

Stileyman II was succeeded by his son Selim II “the Sot,” who inherited 
his father’s ambition to conquer Rome and destroy Christianity. He 
demanded that the Venetians, who had a commercial treaty with the Turks, 
give him Cyprus: (Cyprus, the most important island of the Mediterranean, 
belonged to Venice). The capital Nicosia was besieged by the Turks and 
upon surrendering was sacked. 20,000 inhabitants, including their bishop, 
were massacred - total annihilation being the usual method employed by 
the Mohammedans. Cyprus had fallen to the Turks, with the exception of 
Famagusta which, under its governor Bragadino, was heroically resisting 
a long siege and numerous Turkish attacks. For ten long months the 
besieged city had withstood the Turkish forces but the inhabitants were 
dying of starvation as there was no food left in the city. Thus in 

Bragadino accepted the Turkish offer that all population 
would be spared if the city capitulated. As soon as the deal was made the 
Turks broke the terms and massacred the entire population. Bragadino’s 
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ears and nose were cut off, his nails torn out, his teeth broken; he was 
stripped, flogged and, after eight days of barbaric torture, flayed alive. 

Pope St. Pius V had been trying ceaselessly, ever since his accession, to 
unite Europe against the Mohammedan enemy threatening the extinction of 
Christianity. Yet political rivalry, jealousy and commercial interests 
prevented most nations from joining the defense League against the Turks 
proposed by the Pope. (England made an alliance with the Turks, while 
France had an extensive commercial treaty with them and was willing to 
jeopardize Christendom for her own immediate advantage. HRE 
Maximilian I, rather than heeding the Pope’s call for a new crusade, was 
more interested in ending the disputes in his own states by trying to please 
both Catholics and Protestants.) 

Finally, after five years of Pius’ pleading with the Christian kings and 

rinces, the Spanish and the Venetians agreed to join in. On Monday, 24 
May 1571. the Holy League was signed and sworn to by the Pope, the 
Habsburg King of Spain and the Venetian Republic. Don Juan of Austria 
illegitimate son of Charles V and half-brother of King Philip II of Spain, 
was chosen to lead the League. While only 24 years old, he had already 
distinguished himself in war with the Moors. Spain’s fleet was under the 
command of the Genovese Giovanni Andrea (Gianandrea) Doria son of 
Giannettino Doria. Marcantonio IT Colonna commanded the Pope’s fleet; 
Sebastiano Venier son of Moisé Venier and Elena Dona and Agostin 
Barbarigo the Venetian one. The Pope was to pay one sixth of the cost of 
the crusade (but in the end actually paid almost 60%), Spain three sixths, 
and Venice two sixths. Pope St. Pius V emptied the Papal treasury; his 
subjects, rich and poor, followed his example and donated generously. (All 
offerings were voluntary; the Pope rejected the suggestion of the 
imposition of a special tax on the people.) 

All members of the alliance viewed the Ottoman navy as a significant 
threat, both to the security of maritime trade in the Mediterranean Sea and 
to the security of continental Europe itself. Spain was the largest financial 
contributor, though the Spaniards preferred to preserve most of their 
galleys for Spain’s own wars against the nearby sultanates of the Barbary 
Coast rather than expend its naval strength for the benefit of Venice. The 
combined Christian fleet was placed under the command of Don Juan de 
Austria (John of Austria) - the product of a brief liaison between HRE 
Charles V (a widower) and Barbara Blomberg, a burgher’s daughter and 
singer, with Marcantonio II Colonna as his principal deputy. 

The Christian fleet of the Holy League consisted of 206 galleys and 6 
galleasses (large new galleys, invented by the Venetians, which carried 
substantial artillery), was commanded by Spanish admiral Don Juan de 
Austria, and supported by the Spanish commanders Don Luis de 
Requesens y Ziiftiga son of Juan de Zuniga, a tutor of King Philip I of 
Spain, and Estefania de Requesens and Don Alvaro de Bazan son of Alvaro 
de Bazdn the Elder - who was never defeated in a fifty-year long career, 
and Genoan commander Gianandrea Doria. The Republic of Venice 
contributed 109 galleys and 6 galleasses, 49 galleys came from the 
Spanish Empire (including 26 galleys from the Kingdom of Naples, the 
Kingdom of Sicily and other Italian territories), 27 galleys of the Genoese 
fleet, 7 galleys from the Papal States, 5 galleys from the Order of Saint 
Stephen and the Grand Duchy of Tuscany, 3 galleys each from the Duchy 
of Savoy and the Knights of Malta, and some privately owned galleys in 
Spanish service. This fleet of the Christian alliance was manned by 40,000 
sailors and oarsmen. In addition, it carried approximately 20,000 fighting 
troops: 7000 Spanish regular infantry of excellent quality, 7000 Germans 
and Croats, 6000 Italian mercenaries in Spanish pay, all good troops, in 
addition to 5000 professional Venetian soldiers. Also, Venetian oarsmen 
were mainly free citizens and were able to bear arms adding to the fighting 
power of their ship, whereas convicts were used to row many of the galleys 
in other Holy League squadrons. Free oarsmen were generally 
acknowledged to be superior, but were gradually replaced in all galley 
fleets (including those of Venice from 1549) during the 16" century by 
cheaper slaves, convicts and prisoners-of-war owing to rapidly rising costs. 

Ottoman Kapudan-i Derya (Grand Admiral) Miiezzinzade Ali 
Pasha son of a muezzin (i.e., one which leads and recites the call to 
prayer) - and a favourite haremgirl of Sultan Selim II, supported by the 
corsairs (privateers) Suluk Mehmed Pasha (Mehmed Siroco) of 
Alexandria and Ulue Ali son of Italian seaman Birno Galeni and his wife 
Pippa de Cicco - a captured slave who later converted to Islam, 
commanded an Ottoman force of 222 war galleys, 56 galliots, and some 
smaller vessels. The Turks had skilled and experienced crews of sailors but 
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were significantly deficient in their elite corps of Janissaries. The number 
of oarsmen was about 37,000, virtually all of them slaves, many of them 
Christians who had been captured in previous conquests and engagements. 
The Ottoman galleys were manned by 13,000 experienced sailors - 
generally drawn from the maritime nations of the Ottoman Empire, namely 
Berbers, Greeks, Syrians, and Egyptians - and 34,000 soldiers. 

An advantage for the Christians was their numerical superiority in guns 
and cannon aboard their ships, as well as the superior quality of the Spanish 
infantry. It is estimated that the Christians had 1815 guns, while the Turks 
had only 750 with insufficient ammunition. The Christians embarked with 
their much improved arquebusier and musketeer forces, while the 
Ottomans trusted in their greatly feared composite bowmen. 


The Battle of Lepanto 

At dawn on Thursday, (@{@@beMa 7M the Turkish van was sighted. Don 
Juan called a council of war and decided to offer battle. He traveled 
through his fleet in a swift sailing vessel, exhorting his officers and men to 
do their utmost. The sacrament was administered to all, the galley slaves 
were freed from their chains, and the standard of the Holy League was 
raised to the truck of the flagship. 

The wind was at first against the Christians, and it was feared that the 
Turks would be able to make contact before a line of battle could be 
formed. But around noon, shortly before contact, the wind shifted to 
favour the Christians, enabling most of the squadrons to reach their 
assigned position before contact. Four galleasses stationed in front of the 
Christian battle line opened fire at close quarters at the foremost Turkish 
galleys, confusing their battle array in the crucial moment of contact. 
Around noon, first contact was made between the squadrons of Barbarigo’s 
and Sirocco, close to the northern shore of the Gulf. Barbarigo had 
attempted to stay so close to the shore as to prevent Sirocco from 
surrounding him, but Sirocco, knowing the depth of the waters, managed to 
still insert galleys between Barbarigo’s line and the coast. In the ensuing 
mélée, the ships came so close to each other as to form an almost 
continuous platform of hand-to-hand fighting in which both leaders were 
killed. The Christian galley slaves freed from the Turkish ships were 
supplied with arms and joined in the fighting, turning the battle in favour of 
the Christian side. 

Meanwhile, the centers clashed with such force that Ali Pasha’s galley 
drove into the Real, the royal flagship commanded by Admiral Don Juan, 
and hand-to-hand fighting commenced around the two flagships, between 
the Spanish tercio infantry and the Turkish janissaries. When the Real 
was nearly taken, Colonna came alongside with the bow of his galley and 
mounted a counter-attack. With the help of Colonna, the Turks were 
pushed off the Real and the Turkish flagship was boarded and swept. The 
entire crew of Ali Pasha’s flagship was killed, including the commander 
himself. The banner of the Holy League was hoisted on the captured ship, 
breaking the morale of the Turkish galleys nearby. After two hours of 
fighting, the Turks were beaten left and center, although fighting continued 
for another two hours. 

On the Christian right, the situation was different, as Gianandrea Doria 
continued sailing towards the south instead of taking his assigned position. 
He would explain his conduct after the battle by saying that he was trying 
to prevent an enveloping maneuver by the Turkish left. But Doria’s 
captains were enraged, interpreting their commanders signals as a sign of 
treachery. When Doria had opened a wide gap with the Christian center, 
Ulug Ali swung around and fell on Colonna’s southern flank, with Doria 
too far away to interfere. Ali attacked a group of some fifteen galleys 
around the flagship of the Knights of Malta, threatening to break into the 
Christian center and still turn the tide of the battle. This was prevented by 
the arrival of the reserve squadron of Santa Cruz. Ulug Ali was forced to 
retreat, escaping the battle with the captured flag of the Knights of Malta. 

Isolated fighting continued until the evening. Even after the battle had 
clearly turned against the Turks, groups of janissaries kept fighting to the 
last. It is said that at some point the Janissaries ran out of weapons and 
started throwing oranges and lemons at their Christian adversaries, leading 
to awkward scenes of laughter among the general misery of battle. At the 
end of the battle, the Christians had taken 117 galleys and 20 galliots, and 
sunk or destroyed some 50 other ships. Around ten thousand Turks were 
taken prisoner, and many thousands of Christian slaves were rescued. The 
Christian side suffered around 7500 deaths, the Turkish side about 30,000 


The Triumph of Marcantonio II Colonna 


The engagement was a significant defeat for the Ottomans, who had not 
lost a major naval battle since the 15" century. The defeat was mourned by 
them as an act of Divine Will. However, the Holy League failed to 
capitalize on the victory. 

Pope St. Pius V died on Monday, (§MBYGISTA - and the diverging 
interests of the League members began to show as the alliance began to 
unravel. In 1573, the Holy League fleet failed to sail altogether; instead, 
Don Juan attacked and took Tunis, only for it to be retaken by the 
Ottomans in [57. Venice, fearing the loss of her Dalmatian possessions 
and a possible invasion of Friuli (northeast Italy), and eager to cut her 
losses and resume the trade with the Ottoman Empire, initiated unilateral 
negotiations with the Sublime Porte - the central government of the 
Ottoman Empire. 

The Holy League was disbanded on Wednesday, (§MArCHMI573 with the 
peace treaty concluding the War of Cyprus. Venice was forced to accept 
loser’s terms in spite of the victory at Lepanto. Cyprus was formally ceded 
to the Ottoman Empire, and Venice agreed to pay an indemnity of 300,000 
ducats. In addition, the border between the two powers in Dalmatia was 
modified by the Turkish occupation of small but important parts of the 
hinterland that included the most fertile agricultural areas near the cities, 
with adverse effects on the economy of the Venetian cities in Dalmatia. 

In (57, the Ottomans retook the strategic city of Tunis from the 
Spanish-supported Hafsid dynasty, which had been re-installed after Juan 
de Austria’s forces reconquered the city from the Ottomans the year before. 
Thanks to the long-standing Franco-Ottoman alliance, the Ottomans were 
able to resume naval activity in the western Mediterranean. In (596, the 
Ottomans assisted in Abdul Malik’s capture of Fez - this reinforced the 
Ottoman indirect conquests in Morocco that had begun under Siileyman 
the Magnificent. The establishment of Ottoman suzerainty over the area 
placed the entire southern coast of the Mediterranean from the Straits of 
Gibraltar to Greece under Ottoman authority, with the exceptions of the 
Spanish-controlled trading city of Oran and strategic settlements such as 
Melilla and Ceuta. But after (580, the Ottoman Empire could no longer 
compete with the advances European in naval technology, especially the 
development of the galleon and line of battle tactics used in the Spanish 
Navy. 

On Saturday, Q§D888MBEMGSTT an enormous theatrical triumph was 
staged in Rome. Its hero was Marcantonio IT Colonna, scion of one of the 
most illustrious of all Roman families, and commander of the papal galleys 
in the triumph of the Holy League over the Turks at Lepanto. He 
progressed from the church of San Sebastiano, on the Appian Way, passing 
the Baths of Caracalla, and under the triumphal arches of Constantine and 
Titus, to the monastery of Santa Maria in Aracoeli, built on the holiest site 
of the Capitol, at the very centre of the old Roman Empire. 

Colonna rode, unarmed, on a white horse. He was escorted by a 
glittering cortége of five thousand people, and 170 liveried and chained 
Turkish prisoners were driven before him. Before them the standard of the 
sultan was trailed in the dust. The procession pressed forward through 
tumultuous applause. His name rang out from every part of the city. 
Everyone rushed to the street, clapping their hands. Crowds of people 
thronged together, crying out, while trumpets serenaded him. He was 
greeted from far and near, by people gesturing, shouting, waving caps and 
banners. Ringed by twenty-five Cardinals, Colonna crossed the Tiber at the 
Ponte Sant’Angelo, and then rode to St. Peter’s and the Vatican Palace, 
where Pope St. Pius V received him in the Sala Regia. 

His progress was modeled on the triumphs that were granted to 
generals in ancient Rome and it drew on the splendour of ancient myth. Yet 
it was also an intensely Christian event. The facade of the church of Santa 
Maria in Aracoeli was decorated with captured Turkish flags. It bore the 
proud inscription: “The gratitude which, in their pagan folly, the Ancients 
offered to their idols, the Christian conqueror, who ascends the Aracoeli, 
now gives, with pious devotion, to the true God, to Christ the Redeemer, 
and to His most glorious Mother.” Colonna seemed to bring the new 
promise of a more joyful Christian era. 


Sea Beggars and the Catholic Martyrs of Gorkum 
In 1569 William of Orange, who had now openly placed himself at the 
head of the party of revolt, granted letters of marque to a number of vessels 
manned by crews of desperadoes drawn from all nationalities. Eighteen 
ships received letters of marque, which were equipped by Louis of Nassau 
(10 January 1538 - 14 April 1574) third son of Willem “de Rijke,” Count of 
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Nassau-Dillenburg and Juliana, Countess of Stolberg-Wernigerode - and 
the younger brother of Prince William of Orange Nassau in the French 
Huguenot port of La Rochelle, which they continued to use as a base. By 
the end of 1569, already 84 ships were in action - called “Sea Beggars,” 
“Gueux de mer” in French, or “Watergeuzen” in Dutch 

The sea beggars were powerful military units that made capturing coastal 
cities easy. These fierce privateers under the command of a succession of 
daring and reckless leaders, the best-known of whom is William de la 
Marck, Lord of Lumey (1542 - 1 May 1578). At first they were content 
merely to plunder both by sea and land, carrying their booty to the English 
ports where they were able to refit and replenish their stores. 

However, in 57%, Queen Elizabeth I of England abruptly refused to 
admit the Sea Beggars to her harbours. After they were expelled from 
England by Elizabeth I, and no longer having refuge, they needed a place to 
shelter their 25 ships. So the Sea Beggars, under the command of William 
de la Marck, and by two of his captains, Willem Bloys van Treslong 
(1529 - 17 July 1594) son of the bailiff of Voorne and Lenaert Jansz de 
Graeff (1530/35 - before 1578) son of Jan Pietersz Graeff, a rich cloth 
merchant from Amsterdam, who was one of the richest persons of 
Amsterdam, made a desperate attack upon Brielle. On the evening of 
Saturday, , with 600 men they took the undefended port town 
by surprise and sacked it... as the Spanish garrison had been called away 
to deal with trouble in Utrecht - it was a turning point in the uprising of the 
Low Countries against Spain in the Eighty Years’ War. 

In June, the rebels captured the citadel of Gorkum - and, although they 
promised to let the inhabitants depart from the town without being 
molested, they made prisoners of nine Franciscans, including: Nicholas 
Pieck (b. 1534) son of Jan Pieck and Henriea Clavia, devout Catholics, 
guardian of Gorkum who preached the “real presence of Christ in the 
eucharist” to express the doctrine that Jesus is truly substantially present in 
the eucharist, not merely symbolically or metaphorically - a concept 
rejected by Anabaptists; Hieronymus of Weert (b. 1522), vicar; Theodorus 
van der Eem of Amersfoort (b. c. 1499-1502); Nicasius Janssen of Heeze 
(b. 1522); Willehad of Denmark (b. 1482); Godefried of Mervel (b. 1512); 
Antonius of Weert (b. 1523); Antonius of Hoornaer, and Franciscus de 
Roye of Brussels (b. 1549). To these were added two lay brothers from the 
same friary, Petrus of Assche (b. 1530) and Cornelius of Wijk bij 
Duurstede (b. 1548). At almost the same time the Calvinists arrested the 
parish priest of Gorkum, Leonardus van Vechel of 's-Hertogenbosch (b. 
1527), and his assistant, Nicholas Poppel (b. 1532), secular priest. 

Also imprisoned were Godefried van Duynsen of Gorkum (b. 1502), a 
priest in his native city, and Joannes Lenartz of Oisterwijk (b. 1504), a 
canon regular from a nearby priory and spiritual director for the monastery 
of Augustinian nuns in Gorkum. 

All the members of the clergy in Gorkum were put into a dark and foul 
dungeon in one prison, where they were tortured, as the Sea Beggars took 
out their grievances against the Spanish crown on the priests and religious. 
Taking the cord which Pieck wore around his waist and putting it around 
his neck, they first suspended him from a beam and then let him fall 
heavily to the ground. This torture was continued until the cord broke, and 
Father Nicholas fell to the ground unconscious. Although Pieck’s two 
brothers tried to obtain his release, the guardian would not leave the others. 

To these fifteen were later added four more companions: Joannes van 
Hoornaer (also known as John of Cologne), a Dominican of the Cologne 
province and parish priest not far from Gorkum, who when apprised of the 
incarceration of the clergy of Gorkum, disguised himself and hastened to 
the city in order to administer the sacraments to them and was seized and 
imprisoned with the rest; Jacobus Lacops of Oudenaar (b. 1541), a 
Norbertine, who became a curate in Monster, South Holland; Adrianus 
Janssen of Hilvarenbeek (b. 1528), a Premonstratensian canon and at one 
time parish priest in Monster, who was sent to Brielle with Jacobus Lacops. 
Last was Andreas Wouters of Heynoord (b. 1542). 

After the capture of Brielle the Protestant rebels interrogated these poor 
souls under torture - and on Thursday, , they were thrown half- 
naked into the hold of a ship and removed to Brielle. Stopping at 
Dordrecht they were exhibited for money to the curious. At Brielle, de la 
Marck promised them freedom if they would renounce the authority of the 
pope and belief in the Real Presence. None did. Despite instructions from 
Prince William I of Orange to spare them, and protests from the 
magistrates of Gorkum, the group of 19 Dutch Catholic clerics and friars 
were finally murdered by hanging on Sunday, 9 July 1572 in an old barn at 
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the deserted Ruggen Monastery on the outskirts of Brielle. 

Encouraged by this success, they now sailed to Vlissingen (known for 
privateering and the slave trade), which was also taken by a coup de main 
(French for “blow with the hand,” meaning “a swift attack that relies on 
speed and surprise to accomplish its objectives in a single blow”). The 
capture of these two towns prompted several nearby towns to declare for 
revolt, starting a chain reaction that resulted in the majority of Holland 
joining in a general revolt of the Netherlands, and is regarded as the real 
beginning of Dutch independence. 

In 1570, the King again prohibited the settlement of Jews anywhere in 
the Netherlands. While civil war raged on, the Jewish merchants of 
Portugal tried once more to gain admittance into Antwerp. In 1579 a 
number of the northern provinces of the Low Countries signed the Union 
of Utrecht, in which they promised to support each other in their defence 
against the Spanish army - and which guaranteed freedom of conscious for 
the inhabitants (i.e. Jews - as Roman Catholics, not Jews, were the major 
problem). 

In 1580, Jews who had been expelled from Portugal and Spain took 
refuge in the northern countries of Europe - a number of duchies, counties, 
and prince-bishoprics, almost all of which were under the supremacy of the 
Holy Roman Empire (under the rule of HRE Charles V), with the 
exception of the county of Flanders, which was under the Kingdom of 
France (i.e. the Low Countries - corresponding roughly to the present-day 
Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxembourg). 

The Treaty of Utrecht (1579) was followed by the Act of Abjuration - 
a declaration of independence by many of the provinces of the 
Netherlands from Roman Catholic Spain on Sunday, 26 July [158i] in The 
Hague - the seat of the government of the Dutch Republic, which was 
proclaimed in 1588, during the Dutch Revolt. 


French Huguenots 

Francois II of France was the son of Henri II of France second son of 
King Francis I and Queen Claude of France and Catherine de' Medici (13 
April 1519 - 5 January 1589) daughter of Lorenzo II de' Medici and of 
Madeleine de La Tour d’Auvergne, an Italian noblewoman who was regent 
Queen of France from 1547 until 1559. It is notable that Henri’s untimely 
death in a jousting tournament had been foretold by Nostradamus (1503- 
1566), a French apothecary and astrological writer known for his 
prophecies. 

Henri’s death thrust child-bride (age 14) Catherine into the political 
arena as mother of the frail fifteen-year-old King Frangois II. When he died 
in 1560, she became regent on behalf of her ten-year-old son King Charles 
TX (27 June 1550 - 30 May 1574) and was granted sweeping powers. After 
Charles died in 1574, Catherine played a key role in the reign of her third 
son, King Henri II (19 September 1551 - 2 August 1589) - the last French 
monarch of the Valois dynasty. He dispensed with her advice only in the 
last months of her life. 

Catherine de' Medici, the most powerful woman in 16"-century 
Europe, came to be blamed for the excessive persecutions carried out under 
her sons’ rule, in particular for the St-Bartholomew’s Day massacre of 
157 - a ruthless nation-wide slaughter of men, women and children in 
which thousands of Huguenots (Calvinists, i.e. Protestants) were killed: 
The butchery in Paris lasted for almost a week - and spread to many parts 
of France, where it persisted into the autumn. 


Gaspard II de Coligny, Seigneur de Chatillon (16 February 1519 - 24 
August 1572) son of Gaspard I de Coligny, Maréchal of France, and 
Louise de Montmorency - sister of Anne, Duke of Montmorency, 
Honorary Knight of the Garter and Constable of France, was a French 
nobleman and admiral, is best remembered as a disciplined Huguenot 
leader in the French Wars of Religion and a close friend and advisor to 
King Charles IX of France, who ascended the throne of France upon the 
death of his brother Francis Il: (Charles died of tuberculosis without 
legitimate male issue in 1574 and was succeeded by his brother Henry III). 

Louise de Coligny, Fiirstin von Oranien-Nassau daughter of Gaspard II 
de Coligny and his first wife Charlotte de Laval, Dame de Chatillon 
(daughter of Guy XVI de Laval, Count of Laval, head of one of Brittany’s 
most powerful noble families, and Antoinette d'Aillion) married William I 
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fourth wife: (The present British Royal Family directly descends from her). 

Child-bride (age 17) Louise de Coligny first married French soldier and 
diplomat Charles de Téligny son of Louis de Téligny and Arthuse de 
Vernon - a respected Huguenot family of Rouerque. Both he and her father 
were among the first victims murdered during the St-Bartholomew’s Day 
massacre. He was murdered in the halls of the Louvre after refusing to 
recant his Protestant beliefs. His remains were taken to the Castle of 
Téligny in 1617, but eight years later were thrown into the river by the 
Bishop of Castres. 

Like her murdered father, Louise was a French Huguenot and after the 
massacre, she spent ten years in the Swiss Confederacy. It was then that 
she married William of Orange. She became the mother of Frederick 
Henry in 1584, William’s fourth legitimate son and future prince of 
Orange. It is said that Louise warned her husband about Balthazar Gérard, 
because she thought him sinister: Gérard murdered William by shooting 
him twice with a pistol on Tuesday, 10 July 1584. 


St-Bartholomew’s Day Massacre 
Painting by Francois Dubois (born about 1529, Amiens, Picardy) The St. 
Bartholomew's Day massacre (Massacre de la Saint-Barthélemy in French) 
was a wave of Roman Catholic mob violence against the Huguenots 
(French Calvinist Protestants), during the French Wars of Religion. 
Traditionally believed to have been instigated by Catherine de' Medici, the 
mother of King Charles IX, the massacre took place six days after the 
wedding of the king's sister to the Protestant Henry III of Navarre (the 
future Henry IV). This was an occasion for which many of the most 
wealthy and prominent Huguenots had gathered in largely Catholic Paris. 
Events began two days after the attempted assassination of Admiral 
Gaspard de Coligny, a Huguenot military leader. Starting on 24 August 
1572 (the feast of Bartholomew the Apostle) with the murder of Coligny, 
the massacres spread throughout Paris, and later to other cities and the 
countryside, lasting for several months. The exact number of fatalities is 
not known, but it has been estimated that over 2,000 Huguenots were killed 
in Paris and over 3,000 in the French provinces.[1] Though by no means 
unique, "it was the worst of the century's religious massacres." [2] The 
massacres marked a turning-point in the French Wars of Religion. The 
Huguenot political movement was crippled by the loss of many of its 
prominent aristocratic leaders, and those who remained were increasingly 
radicalized. 
Contents[hide] 1 Background 1.1 An unacceptable peace and an 
unacceptable marriage 1.2 A tense city 1.3 The attempted assassination of 
Admiral de Coligny 
2 The massacres 3 Reactions to the massacre 4 Interpretation 5 Cultural 
references 6 See also 7 Notes 8 Other references 9 External links 
[edit] Background The Massacre of Saint Bartholomew's Day was the 
culmination of a series of events: The Peace of Saint-Germain-en-Laye, 
which put an end to the Third War of Religion on August 8, 1570. The 
marriage between Henry III of Navarre and Marguerite of Valois on 
August 18, 1572 The failed assassination of Admiral de Coligny on August 
ol oy 2) 
[edit] An unacceptable peace and an unacceptable marriage The Peace of 
Saint-Germain put an end to three years of terrible civil war between 
Catholics and Protestants. This peace was precarious, however, since the 
more intransigent Roman Catholics refused to accept it. With the Guise 
family, who led this faction, out of favour at the French court, the 
Huguenot leader, Admiral Gaspard de Coligny, was readmitted into the 
king's council in September 1571. Staunch Roman Catholics were shocked 
by the return of the Protestants to the court, but the Queen Dowager, 
Catherine de' Medici, and her son, King Charles IX, were determined not to 
let war break out again. They were also conscious of the kingdom's 
financial difficulties, which led them to uphold the peace and remain on 
friendly terms with Coligny. The Huguenots were in a strong defensive 
position as they controlled the fortified towns of La Rochelle, La Charité- 
sur-Loire, Cognac, and Montauban. To cement the peace between the two 
religious parties, Catherine de' Medici planned to marry her daughter 
Marguerite de Valois, to the Protestant prince, Henry of Navarre (the future 
King Henry IV). The royal marriage was arranged for the 18 August, 1572. 


and King Philip II of Spain strongly condemned the Queen Dowager's 
policy. 

[edit] A tense city The impending marriage led to the gathering of a large 
number of well-born Protestants in Paris, who had come to escort their 
prince. But Paris was a violently anti-Huguenot city, and Parisians, who 
tended to be extreme Catholics, found their presence unacceptable. 
Encouraged by Catholic preachers, particularly the Capuchins, they were 
horrified at the marriage of a princess of France with a Protestant. The 
Parlement of Paris itself decided to snub the marriage ceremony. 
Compounding this bad feeling was the fact that the harvests had been poor; 
the rise in prices and the luxury displayed on the occasion of the royal 
wedding intensified the hatred felt by the common people. 

The court itself was extremely divided. Catherine de' Medici had not 
obtained the pope's permission to celebrate this irregular marriage; 
consequently, the French prelates hesitated over which attitude to adopt. It 
took all the Queen Dowager's skill to convince the Cardinal de Bourbon to 
marry the couple. Beside this, the rivalries between the leading families re- 
emerged. The Guises were not prepared to make way for the 
Montmorencys. Francois, Duke of Montmorency and governor of Paris, 
was unable to control the disturbances in the city. Faced with a dangerous 
situation in Paris, he elected to leave town a few days before the wedding. 
[edit] The attempted assassination of Admiral de Coligny After the 
wedding, Coligny and the leading Huguenots remained in Paris in order to 
discuss some outstanding grievances about the Peace of St. Germain with 
the King. On August 22, an attempt was made on Coligny's life. The 
would-be assassin, Maurevert, escaped in the ensuing confusion, and it is 
still difficult today to decide who was ultimately responsible for the attack. 
History records three possible candidates: The Guises: the Cardinal of 
Lorraine, the Duke of Guise and the Duke of Aumale are the most likely 
suspects. The leaders of the Catholic party, they wanted to avenge the death 
of Francois of Guise, believed by them to have been murdered by Coligny 
ten years previously. The shot aimed at the admiral came from a house 
belonging to the Guises. The Duke of Alba, who governed the Netherlands 
on behalf of Philip I: Coligny planned to lead a campaign in the 
Netherlands to liberate the region from Spanish control. During the 
summer, he had secretly dispatched a number of troops to help the 
Protestants in Mons, who were besieged by the Duke of Alba. So the 
admiral was a real threat to the latter. Catherine de' Medici: according to 
tradition, the Queen Mother worried that the king was increasingly 
becoming dominated by Coligny. Amongst other things, Catherine feared 
that Coligny's influence would drag France into a war with Spain over the 
Netherlands. Nevertheless, it is difficult to believe in her culpability today, 
given the efforts the Queen Mother had made to ensure the peace and 
tranquility of the state. If she was not the author of the assassination 
attempt, however, she may at least have been aware of what the Guises or 
the Spanish were planning. 

[edit] The massacres 

Millais' painting, A Huguenot on St. Bartholomew's day The attempted 
assassination of Coligny triggered the crisis that led to the massacre. 
Admiral de Coligny was the most respected Huguenot leader. Aware of the 
danger from the Protestants, the king and his court visited Coligny on his 
sickbed and promised him the culprits would be punished. While the Queen 
Mother was eating dinner, Protestants burst in to demand justice. Fears of 
Huguenot reprisals grew. Coligny's brother-in-law led a 4,000-strong army 
camped just outside Paris [3] and, though there is no evidence it was 
planning to attack, Catholics in the city feared it might take revenge on the 
Guises or the city populace itself. That very evening, Catherine held a 
meeting at the Tuileries Palace with her Italian advisers and Baron de Retz. 
On the evening of August 23, Catherine went to see the king to discuss the 
crisis. Though no details of the meeting survive, it is obvious that Charles 
IX and his mother took the decision to eliminate the Protestant leaders. 
According to an unsubstantiated tradition, he angrily exclaimed: "Well 
then, so be it! Kill them! But kill them all! Don't leave a single one alive to 
reproach me!" [citation needed] 

Shortly after this decision, the municipal authorities of Paris were 
summoned. They were ordered to shut the city gates and to arm the 
citizenry in order to prevent any attempt at an uprising. The king's Swiss 
Guard was given the task of killing a list of leading Protestants. It is 
difficult today to determine the exact chronology of events and to know the 
moment the killing began. It seems a signal was given by ringing bells for 
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matins (between midnight and dawn) at the church of Saint-Germain 
l'Auxerrois, near the Louvre, which was the parish church of the kings of 
France. Before this, the Swiss guards had expelled the Protestant nobles 
from the Louvre palace and then slaughtered them in the streets. 

Admiral Coligny was dragged from his bed, killed and his body thrown out 
of the window. The tension that had been building since the Peace of St. 
Germain now exploded in a wave of popular violence. The common people 
began to hunt Protestants throughout the city. The ferocity of the slaughter 
was incredible. Chains were used to block streets so that Protestants could 
not escape from their houses. Women and children were butchered in cold 
blood. The massacre lasted several days, despite the king's attempts to stop 
it. Among the slain were the composer Claude Goudimel and the 
philosopher Petrus Ramus. 

The two leading Protestants of the kingdom, Henry of Navarre and the 
Prince of Condé, were spared as they pledged to convert to Catholicism; 
both would renounce their conversion when they had escaped Paris. 

From August to October, similar apparently spontaneous massacres of 
Huguenots took place in other towns, such as Toulouse, Bordeaux, Lyon, 
Bourges, Rouen, and Orléans. The death toll for the provincial massacres 
has been estimated at around 3000.[4] Soon afterwards the reformers were 
preparing for a fourth civil war. 

[edit] Reactions to the massacre 

Gregory XIII's medal 

The murder of Gaspard de Coligny, as depicted in a mural by Giorgio 
Vasari. Pope Gregory XIII ordered a Te Deum to be sung as a special 
thanksgiving (a practice continued for many years after) and had a medal 
struck with the motto Ugonottorum strages 1572 showing an angel bearing 
across and sword next to slaughtered Protestants.[5] He also commissioned 
the artist Giorgio Vasari to paint three murals in the Sala Regia depicting 
the wounding of Coligny, his death, and Charles IX before Parliament. 
"The massacre was interpreted as an act of divine retribution; Coligny was 
considered a threat to Christendom and thus the pope designated 11 
September 1572 as a joint commemoration of the Battle of Lepanto and the 
massacre of the Huguenots" .[6] 

In Paris, the poet Jean-Antoine de Baif, founder of the Academie de 
Musique et de Poésie, wrote a sonnet extravagantly praising the 
killings.[citation needed] On the other hand, the Holy Roman Emperor, 
Maximilian II, King Charles's father-in-law, was sickened, describing the 
massacre as "shameful" .[citation needed] Moderate French Catholics also 
began to wonder whether religious uniformity was worth the price of such 
bloodshed and they began to form a movement, the Politiques, which 
placed national unity above sectarian interests. 

Protestant countries were horrified at the events, and only the concentrated 
efforts of Catherine's ambassadors prevented the collapse of her policy of 
remaining on good terms with them.[citation needed] Elizabeth I of 
England's ambassador to France at that time, Sir Francis Walsingham, 
barely escaped with his life. [7] Even Tsar Ivan the Terrible was horrified 
at the carnage and issued an official protest on the Huguenots’ 

behalf. [citation needed] 

[edit] Interpretation Over the centuries, the St. Bartholomew's Day 
massacre has inevitably aroused a great deal of controversy. Modern 
historians are still divided over the responsibility of the royal family: The 
traditional interpretation, maintained by Janine Garrisson, makes Catherine 
de Medici and her Catholic advisers the principal culprits in the execution 
of the principal military leaders. They forced the hand of a hesitant and 
weak-willed king in the decision of that particular execution. According to 
Denis Crouzet, Charles IX feared a Protestant uprising, and chose to 
strangle it at birth in order to protect his own power. The execution 
decision was therefore his own, and not Catherine de' Medici's. According 
to Jean-Louis Bourgeon, it was the violently anti-Huguenot city of Paris 
which was really responsible. He stresses that the city was on the verge of 
revolt. The Guises, who were highly popular, exploited this situation to put 
pressure on the king and the queen mother. Charles IX was thus forced to 
head off the potential riot, which was the work of the Guises, the city 
militia and the common people. According to Thierry Wanegffelen, the 
member of the royal family with the most responsibility in this affair is the 
Duke of Anjou. Following the failed assassination attack against the 
admiral de Coligny, which Wanegffelen attributes to the Guise family and 
Spain, the Italian advisers of Catherine de Medici undoubtedly 
recommended in the royal Council the execution of about fifty Protestant 
leaders to benefit from the occasion by eliminating the Huguenot danger, 
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but both the Queen Mother and the King were very firmly opposed. 
However Henri of Anjou, lieutenant general of the kingdom, present at this 
meeting of the Council, could see a good occasion to make a name for 
himself with the government. He contacted the Parisian authorities and 
another ambitious young man, running out of authority and power, the duke 
Henri de Guise (whose uncle, the clear-sighted Charles cardinal of Lorraine 
was then detained in Rome). The Parisian St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre 
results from this conjunction of interests, and this offers a much better 
explanation as to why the men of the duke of Anjou acted in the name of 
the lieutenant general of the kingdom, consistent with the thinking of the 
time, rather than in the name of the King. One can also understand why, the 
day after the start of the massacre, Catherine de Medici had condemned by 
royal declaration of Charles [IX the crimes, and threatened the Guise family 
with royal justice. But when Charles IX and his mother learned of the 
involvement of the duke of Anjou, and being so dependent on his support, 
they issued a second royal declaration, which while asking for an end to the 
massacres, credited the initiative with the desire of Charles IX to prevent a 
Protestant plot. Initially the coup d'état of Henri of Anjou was a success, 
but Catherine de Medici went out of her way to deprive him from any 
power in France: she sent him with the royal army to remain in front of La 
Rochelle and she had him elected King of the Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth. 


Dom Antonio, Prior of Crato 

In 1578, King Sebastian, grandson of King Jodo III of Portugal (son of 
King Manuel I and Spanish infanta Maria of Aragon - twin sister of Anna, 
who was stillborn: Maria did not inherit the insanity that supposedly ran in 
the royal family of Catholic Monarchs Ferdinand II of Aragon and 
Isabella of Castile, which was said to have affected her sister Juana la 
Loca) and Catharine of Austria (posthumous daughter of King Philip I by 
Queen Joanna of Castile), disappeared and, as a result, the elderly 
Cardinal Enrique, a younger brother of Joao III and Prince Luiz, became 
King. By then there were no legitimate males in the Portuguese royal 
family except Don Antonio, the Prior of Crato. However, as Luiz had been 
older than the Cardinal, the Cardinal had usurped the Crown which really 
belonged to Don Antonio. To investigate Antonio’s claims he collected 
witness statements, which then disappeared. King-Cardinal Enrique 
refused to give a ruling and, as a result when he died, Philip II “el 
Prudente” of Spain (21 May 1527 - 13 September 1598) son of Charles V 
of the Holy Roman Empire and his wife, Infanta Isabella of Portugal 
(second child and eldest daughter of King Manuel I of Portugal and his 
second wife Maria of Aragon), invaded Portugal and claimed it, as he 
maintained to have the senior claim through his mother. 

Dom Antonio, Prior of Crato grandson of King Manuel I of Portugal 
was a claimant of the Portuguese throne during the dynastic crisis, 
who was staying near Windsor Castle. Early in , the Prior of Crato 
fled to France taking with him the Portuguese “Crown Jewels,” including 
many diamonds of great value. He was welcomed by Catherine de' Medici 
who was also a candidate on her own to the throne of Portugal. She found 
in Dom Anténio a convenient tool to be used against Philip II of Spain. 

Promising to offer the Portuguese colony of Brazil to Catherine de' 
Medici and selling her some of his jewelry, the Prior of Crato assured way 
to assemble a fleet under the command of Portuguese exiles, and French 
and English adventurers. 


The Assassin Joao Jauregui 
On Thursday, {OUWYHSS0, King Philip I of Spain offered a reward of 
25,000 crowns to anyone who killed Prince William of Orange, to whom 
he referred as a “pest on the whole of Christianity and the enemy of the 
human race.” 
In (582, Joao Jauregui (1562 - 18 March 1582) son of a Biscayan 
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sword-cutter from Bilbao - one of the most important ports in Spain had 
been several months in the service of crafty Basque fur merchant, Gaspar 
de Afiastro e Isunza, Consul de la Casa de Vizcaya en Brujas, from 
Vitoria (in northern Spain), who resided at Antwerp: (The Afiastro and 
Isunza families belonged to the important mercenaries of Vitoria, which 
were also dominant in the city council). De Afiastro spoke four languages 
and employed at least seven people: a cashier, a copyist (Joao Jauregui), a 
bookkeeper (Antonio de Venero), and four Dutch servants. 

De Afastro had lost three ships and was tempted by the supposed 
reward of 80,000 ducats and the habit of the Order of Santiago (Spain’s 
proudest order of chivalry) offered by Philip II of Spain for the 
assassination of William of Orange, and being himself without courage to 
undertake the task, De Afiastro, with the help of his book-keeper Antonio 
de Venero, a 19-year-old also from Bilbao, and the Dominican friar 
Antonio Timmerman, from Dunkirk - Dunkirk with Flanders was 
incorporated into the Habsburg Netherlands and upon the 1581 secession 
of the Seven United Netherlands, remained part of the Southern 
Netherlands, which were held by Habsburg Spain (Spanish Netherlands) as 
Imperial fiefs - with tears in his eyes, artfully persuaded his poor 
accounting assistant Jauregui to attempt the murder for the sum of 2877 
crowns. The ignorant youth was of a gloomy, fanatical temperament and 
easily persuaded that the destruction of Orange would be a pious and 
patriotic act. 

The merchant first considered the use of a dagger... but, afterwards, 
advised that a pistol would be more certain, trained Jauregui, who had 
never shot a pistol before, at a friend’s shooting gallery - concealing the 
fact he was a Spaniard. Then, de Afiastro promised to adopt the two young 
men - Jauregui and Venero - as sons and share his property with them once 
the dirty deed was accomplished. Jauregui replied that he wanted nothing - 
as he was acting out of gratitude for the beneficence of his beloved master. 
Venero, though, who was overcome with fear had to be reassured by de 
Afiastro, who promised that not a hair of his head should be touched if 
Orange was assassinated as planned - telling him that the Antwerpers 
would gladly submit to Parma. 

But, several days before the assassination attempt, under the pretense of 
having urgent business in France, de Afiastro left for Wallonia on Saturday, 
March 13". 

Sunday, March 18", had been selected for the assassination because 
Orange dined in state on that day... and it would be easy to get close to him. 
On Friday 16", Jaéuregui revealed his designs to destroy the great tyrant and 
heretic in confession to friar Timmerman. The monk, while warning him 
of the dangers of the undertaking, encouraged him, saying that if his 
motives were zeal for the Catholic Church and the glory of God, and not 
greed for gain, he would approve the act - and granted him absolution, 
administering the sacrament to him. By accepting de Afiastro’s terms, 
Jauregui was to profit less than three thousand of the eighty thousand 
promised by Philip. 

Timmerman secretly held mass in Jauregui’s house on the morning of 
the attempted murder... - and Jauregui convinced that not only would 
heaven smile on him, but that he would become invisible immediately 
afterwards, and thus escape easily. 

On Sunday, [S§M@FEHEISS2, as the William I “the Silent,” Prince of 
Orange came out of his dining-room, Joao Jauregui offered him a 
petition, and no sooner had William taken it into his hand than Jauregui 
fired a pistol at his head. Although the pistol was badly designed and 
malfunctioned, one bullet pierced the neck below the right ear and passed 
out at the left jaw-bone - but William ultimately recovered. Jauregui was 
pierced on the spot by the sword of a knight in the retinue and finally killed 
by the halberdiers. 

Upon a search of the corpse, he was found to carry two pieces of castor 
fur, several crosses and amulets, a green wax candle (typical accoutrements 
of wizardry), and several papers written in Spanish. As the assassin’s name 
was still unknown, his body was exposed in the public square. It was 
quickly identified... and, after about an hour, was quartered - the four parts 
being fastened to the four principle gates of the city. The head was placed 
on a pole on the ramparts of the citadel. This barbarous display was 
intended to terrify would-be assassins of Orange. 

When William recovered, he asked a merciful execution for the 
survivors: Venero denied connection with the plot, but letters addressed to 
him by his master were seized in the foreign mail, and the guilt of both was 
thus clearly established. Having been promised an honourable death and 


the attendance of a priest, Venero made a full confession. Timmerman then 
described the interview between him and Venero on the preceding Friday. 
It appeared that the merchant de Afiastro, being on the brink of bankruptcy, 
had been approached by Juan Yssunca, a native of Vitoria like himself, 
who had served in the Netherlands as commissioner of food provisions for 
Spanish galleys, which had inspired the idea of this criminal enterprise. 

After a formal trial, ten days later, on Sunday, March 28", Jéuregui’s 
accomplices, Venero and Timmerman, were both publicly garroted on the 
Grand Square in Antwerp, then decapitated and quartered for public 
exhibition. They had been spared torture at the request of William I of 
Orange, who declared that he forgave their offence against himself. Before 
going to his execution, the friar voluntarily confessed that it was wrong in 
supposing it was lawful to kill a prince because a king had proscribed it: 
Having been convinced of his error he wished to publicly recant it. The 
remains of the two assassins were fastened to the walls and gates of 
Antwerp, as ghastly warnings of peril to other would-be assassins. There 
they remained until the city fell into Philip’s hands, and they were taken 
down and buried with the rites of the Catholic Church. 

De Afiastro were doomed to perpetual banishment - a reward of one 
thousand ducats being placed on his head - laid claimed the reward before 
Duke Alessandro Farnese, Governor of the Spanish Netherlands - a great- 
grandchild of Pope Paul III. In this case, the reward was the 25,000 
escudos, nobility title and pardon actually promised by Philip I in June 
1580. 

Although William suffered severe injuries, the closeness of the flame 
from his assassin’s pistol muzzle had cauterized the wound - and thus 
prevented bleeding. He survived thanks to a strong constitution and the 
loving-care of his wife Charlotte of Bourbon and his sister Mary. While 
William slowly recovered, the intensive care by Charlotte took its toll, and 
she died on Wednesday, May 5". 


The Assassin Balthazar Gérard 
After Balthazar Gérard (c. 1557 - 14 July 1584), a Roman Catholic and 
a great admirer of King Philip II of Spain and the Netherlands, was born in 
Franche-Comté (then belonging to Spain, afterwards to France 


Joao Jauregui 


murdered Dutch independence leader, William of Orange by shooting 
him twice with a pistol 


After the recapture of Antwerp by the Spanish army in 1585, many 
Calvinists and some Jews came to the northern Netherlands, to the 
Republic. The House of Orange-Nassau played an increasingly important 
role, finally accumulating all stadtholderates and military leadership 
positions within the Dutch Republic by 1590. 

Apart from some incidental “Portuguese” merchants, it seems that Jews 
did not settle in the Republic before 1590. Jews from the German seaport 
of Emden (East Frisia) settled in Amsterdam around 1593. 


Both Henry II of France and Elizabeth I of England declined the 
offer of sovereignty. William of Orange had been a strong supporter of 
public and personal freedom of religion and hoped to unite Protestants and 
Catholics. In practice, Catholic services in all provinces were quickly 
forbidden, and the Dutch Reformed Church - the foremost Protestant 
denomination - became the “public” or “privileged” church in the Republic. 


Rodrigo “Roger” Lopez supported Dom Antonio, but in 1586 one of 
the pretender’s entourage, Antonio da Veiga, wrote to the Spanish 
Ambassador in Paris, Don Bernardino de Mendoza, claiming that he 
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could persuade Lopez to poison Dom Antonio. The Spanish, though, did 
not act on this idea. 


While being taunted for being a Jew by his prosecutors, Rodrigo Lopez, 
was convicted of high treason, and found guilty of plotting to poison 
Queen Elizabeth I - and may have inspired the character of Shylock in 
Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice, which was written within four 
years of his death. It would have been equally hostile being a Jew in the 
beginning of the 17" century during the reign of King James I & VI, who 
had a particularly negative theological attitude towards Jews. 

Marano Jews living in England in the early-17" century (before the 
readmission of the Jews in 1656 under the protectorate government) 
desiring to convert to Christianity would almost certainly have been due to 
the circumstances that did not allow for the existence of an identified Jew 
in their midst. 


Joachim Gaunse 

In 1584, Sir Walter Raleigh, a favorite of Queen Elizabeth I, received a 
royal patent to explore the Virginia territory and found a permanent 
settlement. The queen hoped that the colonists would discover copper, 
silver and gold, or at least find a passageway to the Orient. Sir Walter 
recruited Joachim Gaunse, a Bohemian (Czech) Jewish metallurgist and 
mining engineer, to join the Virginia expedition. Gaunse thus became the 
first recorded Jew to set foot on English soil in North America. 
Invited to England by the Royal Mining Company in 1581, Gaunse 
completely revamped English methods for smelting copper. In 1584, 
Britain was preparing for war with Spain and desperately needed copper, a 
critical element in the production of bronze from which the English 
manufactured the accurate cannons that gave their warships an advantage 
over the Spaniards’ inferior cast iron cannons. The superior firepower 
provided by bronze cannonry proved crucial in the English navy’s victory 
in 1588 over the much larger Spanish Armada. 
Gaunse’s contributions to English bronze manufacture were monumental. 
Before his innovations, English smelters required a minimum of 16 weeks 
to purify a batch of copper ore. Gaunse’s process reduced that time to just 4 
days. As an added bonus, Gaunse found a way to use the impurities 
removed from the ore in textile dyes. In an age when many still believed in 
alchemy (the "science" of turning base metals into gold), Gaunse pioneered 
modern scientific research methods. Francis Bacon, Lord Chancellor of 
England and advocate of scientific research to advance English supremacy, 
probably used Joachim Gaunse as the model for the heroic Jewish scientist, 
Joabim, in his utopian novel, "The New Atlantis" (published in 1627). 
Because of his reputation, Sir Walter Raleigh asked Gaunse to serve as 
metallurgist and mining supervisor to the Roanoke expedition. Lumps of 
smelted copper and a goldsmith’s crucible discovered by archaeologists 
among the ruins of the Roanoke site have been attributed to Gaunse. 
Despite the discovery of copper, the Roanoke colony did not endure. Worn 
out, homesick, fearful of conflicts with the Indians and discouraged by the 
failure of the royal mining company to send additional supplies, the 
Roanoke colonists accepted an offer from Sir Francis Drake, whose fleet 
was passing nearby, to carry them to England. Joachim Gaunse and his 
comrades left the New World. 
Soon after, Sir Walter Raleigh fell into Elizabeth’s disfavor, in part at least 
because many believed that he did not accept the divinity of Jesus. As a 
member of Raleigh’s circle, Gaunse attracted unfavorable attention. Having 
moved to the town of Bristol, Gaunse gave Hebrew lessons to English 
gentlemen who wanted to read the Bible in its original tongue. In 1589, 
Reverend Richard Curteys visited Gaunse and, learning that he was a Jew, 
asked Gaunse, "Do you deny Jesus Christ to be the Son of God?" Gaunse 
replied, "What needeth the almighty God to have a son, is he not 
almighty?" 
Having spoken "blasphemy," Gaunse was brought before the mayor and 
aldermen of Bristol. Had Gaunse been a Christian, he might have been 
burned as a heretic. As the archival record indicates, however, Gaunse 
"affirmeth and sayeth that he was circumcised and hath been always 
instructed and brought up in the Talmud of the Jews and was never 
baptized." Thus, Gaunse could not be a heretic, but simply an infidel, a 
non-believer, much like a Muslim or a Confucian. 

, but by the time of 
Elizabeth’s reign enforcement of the expulsion decree was greatly relaxed. 
Rather than deal with this Jew who was connected to the Royal Mining 
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Company, Bristol’s town fathers referred his case to the queen’s Privy 
Council, which was composed of the mining company’s major investors. 
Gaunse was transported back to London for their judgment. 

Frustratingly, at that point the historical record simply ends. Historians 
speculate that Gaunse was probably protected by his friends on the Privy 
Council, for whom his metallurgical innovations had reaped rewards. He 
might have remained quietly in England or he may have returned to 
Bohemia. In any case, there is no record that Gaunse was punished further, 
and his name drops from the public record. 

Joachim Gaunse’s experience foreshadowed that of many American 
colonial Jews: he was simultaneously an insider and an outsider, useful as a 
scientist but unfit for full rights in a Christian society. Recruited to America 
by Raleigh for his expertise, protected by the Privy Council for the money 
he earned its members, Gaunse was apparently accepted among the tolerant 
explorers of Roanoke. He was challenged, however, by orthodox 
Christians. Gaunse revolutionized English metallurgy and helped England 
defeat the Spanish Armada, but a year later he was charged with blasphemy 
and forced to withdraw from public — and the historical record. Despite his 
contributions to English and American history, as a Jew, Gaunse remained 
on the margins of society. 


The Jews of Amsterdam 

In (580, Philip If became King of Portugal and closed the port of 
Lisbon, capital and the largest city of Portugal, to Holland. Practically all 
of the Indian trade with Northern Europe was conducted through the 
Portuguese Marranos - Jews who converted to Christianity to avoid 
persecution by the Inquisition but secretly practiced Judaism (i.e. 
circumcision and usury). The Marranos were strengthened by the struggle 
for freedom against Philip II by the Dutch and the claimant to the 
Portuguese throne, Don Antonio, nephew of the King of Portugal, whose 
mother, Iolanthe Gomez, was a Jewess. Defeated by Philip II, he fled to 
Holland and [ ] then to London, where he resided with Dr. Rodrigo Lopez, 
Queen Elizabeth I’s Jewish physician. 

At first the Queen of England and the States-General of the 
Netherlands, seeing in Antonio a means of diminishing the power of 
Philip, recognized him as King of Portugal. This gave protection to the 
Portuguese Marranos and encouraged them to increase their trade with the 
Indies, since the port of Lisbon was closed to the Dutch. 

During the 16" century, exiled from their Spanish homeland and hard- 
pressed to escape the clutches of the Inquisition, Spanish and Portuguese 
Sephardic Jews fled to the Netherlands; the Dutch Protestants of the 
Netherlands sympathized with the Jews for their common enemy was 
Philip IJ, and _ enthusiastically welcomed these talented, skilled 
businessmen. This understanding led, from 1593, to the gradual migration 
of the Jews to Amsterdam where, in , they were permitted to build a 
synagogue and practice their Judaism openly. 

Holland had been an exceedingly poor country. The wars with Spain 
impoverished it still more. The financial capital, therefore, which the Jews 
brought into Amsterdam became particularly welcome and made possible 
the organization of great trans-Atlantic companies and the equipping of 
trading expeditions. Every Dutch burgher (i.e. a citizen of a borough or 
town, especially one belonging to the wealthy bourgeoisie middle class) 
had a desire to participate in the trade with the Indies. Sailing under the 
Portuguese flag of Antonio, Cornells Houtman, in 594, led the first 
Dutch fleet to the East Indies, having previously learnt the secrets of the 
trade on a visit to Lisbon - commercial and geographical data were at that 
time generally kept hidden from the public. After Houtman’s return to 
Amsterdam, his successful venture led to commercial rivalry between, on 
the one hand, the ever-increasing number of wealthy Jewish merchants and 
ship-owners arriving daily from the Portuguese mainland and colonies, and, 
on the other hand, Dutch burghers who could see no good reason why the 
trade and wealth of the East should not belong to them. 

When King Antonio died in Paris in 595, the Dutch Government ceased 
to provide protection to its Portuguese citizens and their shipping. Portugal 
was now under the rule of Philip of Spain, who was at war with Holland. 
Private expeditions and privateers captured rich prize ships laden with 
precious stones and spices and the Jews could not recover the cargoes in 
the courts, for the Spanish government would no longer take “enemy 
merchants” under its wing. 

The Dutch East India Company was founded, in 1602, by Christian 
ship-owners of Amsterdam - the hub of a unique urban Jewish universe 
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that anticipated Jewish emancipation in the West by over a century - and 
granted a 21-year monopoly of Dutch trade with Asia. It is considered to be 
the world’s first multinational corporation and had tremendous power, not 
only to monopolize trade but to build forts, wage war, negotiate treaties, 
mint coins, establish colonies, and imprison or execute convicts. 

At first, it was determined that no Jews should become high officials or 
directors of the Company... so, the Jews did not invest in the Company, as 
they had no desire to pour money into a company which was in direct 
competition with them and which showed prejudice against Jews by 
prohibiting them from becoming directors. Only two Jews were registered 
amongst the original shareholders of the Company - Stephanus Cardoza, 
who took shares to the value of 1800 florins, and Elizabeth Pinto, who 
invested 3000 florins. 

However, as the influence and power of the Dutch East India Company 
grew, though, the Jews of Amsterdam gradually bought up its shares, and 
by the end of the 17" century became the principal stockholders in Holland, 
controlling a quarter of its stock - and, as we shall see, later petitioned the 
Lord Protector, Oliver Cromwell, to permit the Jews to return to 
England. (Although a Jew did not become a director of the Company nor 
one of the Council of Seventeen until 1748, it is not unreasonable to 
assume that many minor posts were filled long before that date by relatives 
and friends of the principal shareholders.) 


Manoel Dias Soeiro 

Some historians argue that Menasseh ben Israel was born in 
Amsterdam on 3 October 1606 and died on 2 December 1659. Others claim 
that Menasseh ben Israel was born on the island of Madeira—a 
Portuguese-owned island in the Atlantic, west of Morocco in 1604 and died 
in Amsterdam on 20 November 1657. According to marriage records in 
Amsterdam, in 1623 Menasseh ben Israel registered his intention to marry 
Rachel Abrabanel. He stated that he was 19 years of age—and that he 
came originally from La Rochelle (France). Either way Manoel Dias 
Soeiro as he was known, was born to marrano parents and he was 
“baptized” with the name of his maternal grandfather, Manuel Dias Suiero 
of Portugal. . 

On 20 November 1657, Menasseh ben Israel, a Zelig-like character who 
played a central role in gaining permission for the Jews to return to 
England. Menasseh was born and baptized Manoel Dias Soeiro in 1604 
on Madeira. His parents had fled there from Portugal a year earlier after 
his father, Gaspar Rodriguez Nunez, a converso Jew, faced arrest as a 
Judaizer—a Christian who was secretly observing Talmudic customs. In 
1610, the family moved again, this time to Amsterdam, where Jews had 
recently been granted permission to practice usury openly. Manoel and his 
brother renamed themselves Menasseh and Ephraim. 

Menasseh studied with Rabbi Uzziel of Fez at Amsterdam’s Neveh 
Shalom Synagogue and showed great talent: He made his first public 
oration at age 15 and published his first book, a Hebrew grammar called 
“Safah Berurah,” at age 17; in 1626, Menasseh established the 
Netherlands’ first Hebrew printing press, which published books by 
himself and others. Early publications included a siddur (daily prayer 
book) in 1627, an edition of the Mishnah and Midrash Rabbah, a book of 
Torah commentary. Menasseh’s own four-part “El Conciliador,” written 
in Spanish, served to reconcile seeming discrepancies within the Hebrew 
Bible; joining other books with Latin-language titles by Menasseh, like 
“De Creatione,” “De Termino Vitae,” and “De Resurrectione 
Mortuorum”—serving to explain Jewish thought to Christians—the 
ignorant goy deceived into believing that the scheming Jews were 
exchanging knowledge “quid pro quo”—but they weren’t being honest 
“vis-a-vis.” Menasseh also corresponded widely with non-Jewish scholars. 

Despite his many vocations, Menasseh had a hard time supporting his 
wife, Rachel Abarbanel (Sara ben Israel), and their three children, so in 
1638, he resolved to seek his fortune in the Dutch colony in Brazil. It is not 
known if he ever actually traveled to the New World but, in the meantime, 
the brothers Abraham and Isaac Pereira offered him the leadership of a new 
yeshiva, which enabled Menasseh to remain in Amsterdam. There, one of 
his students was Baruch de Spinoza. 


Menasseh’s wife, Rachel, was, according to family legend, a descendant 
of King David, and he was proud of his children's Davidic ancestry. He had 
three children by her, but both of Menasseh’s sons predeceased their father. 

Samuel Ben Israel / Samuel Abarbanel Soeiro, the eldest, worked as 
a printer and assisted his father with matters in England—he died in 


1657. The younger son, Joseph, died (age 20) in 1650, on a disastrous 
business trip to Poland. Menasseh also had a daughter, Gracia, born 1628, 
who married Samuel Abarbanel Barboza in 1646, and died in 1690. 


Gaspar Rodrigues Nunez, a marrano of Lisbon, escaped Portugal after 
appearing as a penitent in an “autoda-fé” and settled in 1613/14 in 
Amsterdam. He took the name Joseph ben Israel and called his two sons 
Ephraim and Menasseh: (Joseph after the biblical character and his sons 
Ephriam and Menasseh). He died on 29 November 1621 at Amsterdam, 
Government of Amsterdam, North Holland, The Netherlands. 
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Jeanne III d’Albret of Navarre was the acknowledged spiritual and 
political leader of the French Huguenot movement, and a key figure in the 
French Wars of Religion. After her public conversion to Calvinism in [560, 
she joined the Huguenot forces. During the first and second war she 
remained relatively neutral, but in the third war she fled to La Rochelle, 
becoming the de facto leader. After negotiating a peace treaty with 
Catherine de' Medici and arranging the marriage of her son, Henri, to 
Catherine’s daughter, Marguerite, she died suddenly in Paris. Her son 
inherited her kingdom, but as he was constantly leading the Huguenot 
forces, he entrusted the government of Béarn to his sister, Catherine de 
Bourbon, who held the regency for more than two decades. In 1620, 
Jeanne’s grandson Louis XII annexed Navarre to the French crown. 


La Mére Angélique and the Jansenist Controversy 
Jacqueline-Marie-Angélique Arnauld, S.O.Cist., called La Mere 
Angélique (8 September 1591, Paris — 6 August 1661, Port-Royal-des- 
Champs), was Abbess of the Abbey of Port-Royal, which under her abbacy 
became a center of Jansenism. She was the third of the 20 children of the 
famous Parlement de Paris lawyer - a Skilled Counselor 
of State, whose most famous oratory was in in favor of the University 
of Paris and against the Jesuits, decrying their lack of support for Henry 
IV, newly converted from Protestantism to Catholicism, and one of six 
sisters of the philosopher le Grand - twentieth and 
youngest child - one of the leading intellectuals of the Jansenist group of 
Port-Royal and had a very thorough knowledge of patristics (i.e. the study 
of the early Christian writers who are designated Church Fathers), 
generally considered to run from the end of New Testament times or end of 
the Apostolic Age (c. AD 100) to either AD 45] (the date of the Council of 
Chalcedon) or to the 8'"-century Second Council of Nicaea. 
The Church Fathers 
The church fathers are generally divided into the Ante-Nicene 


Fathers, those who lived and wrote before the Council of Nicaea (325) 
and the Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, those who lived and wrote 
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after 325. In addition, the division of the fathers into Greek and Latin 
writers is also common. Some of the most prominent Greek Fathers are 
Justin Martyr, John Chrysostome, and Cyril of Alexandria. Among the 
Latin Fathers are Tertullian, Cyprian, Jerome, Ambrose of Milan, 
Gregory the Great and Augustine of Hippo. 

There were also church fathers who wrote in languages other than 
Greek or Latin, such as Coptic, Syriac, Ge’ez, and Armenian, among 
others. Historically, Chalcedonian Christians have had less interest in 
these authors since the associated churches ended up rejecting the 
councils of Chalcedon (becoming Oriental Orthodox), or Ephesus 
(becoming the Church of the East). Recently this has begun to change, 
with the cooling of tensions between these branches of Christianity and 
the Western and Byzantine ones. There are Eastern Catholics who 
follow Oriental rites while remaining in communion with Rome, and at 
least one organization argues that Eastern and Oriental Orthodox 
Christians now share the same faith. 


Jansenism 

Jansenism was a Catholic theological movement, primarily in France, 
that emphasized original sin, human depravity, the necessity of divine 
grace, and predestination. The movement originated from the 
posthumously published work of the Dutch theologian 
(died in 1638). The origins of Jansenism lie in the friendship of Jansen and 
Duvergier, who met in the early-17" century when both were studying 
theology at the University of Leuven. 

Jean du Vergier de Hauranne, the Abbé (Abbot) of Saint-Cyran, (1581 
— 6 October 1643) was a French Catholic priest who introduced Jansenism 
into France. Born in the city of Bayonne to a family of butchers, Vergier 
studied theology at the Catholic University of Leuven. Either there or, 
more likely in [604 in Paris, he formed a friendship with Cornelius Jansen 
and, as the wealthier of the two, became Jansen’s patron for a number of 
years, getting Jansen a job in Paris as a tutor in 1606. Two years later, he 
got Jansen a position teaching at the episcopal (or “bishop’s”) college in 
Duvergier’s hometown of Bayonne. The duo spent there, in 
seclusion in a house belonging to the family, where they studied the Church 
Fathers together, with a special focus on the thought of St. Augustine of 
Hippo, until Jansen left Bayonne in 1614 to return to the Dutch Republic. 

In (M697 Vergier left Bayonne at the invitation of Henri-Louis 
Chasteigner de La Roche-Posay, the Bishop of Poitiers, where he soon 
became a leading figure of the diocese. In 1620 Vergier became the 
commendatory abbot of the Abbey of Saint-Cyran in Brenne and was thus 
generally known as the Abbé de Saint-Cyran for the rest of his life. During 
that same year, he made the acquaintance of the mystic, 

, and through him , founder of the French 
Oratory. He also became friends with , through 
whom he became connected with the Arnauld family. 

After the death of his friend Bérulle in [§629, Vergier became the leader 
of a group of devotees, allied with the Parlement of Paris, which brought 
him into conflict with the French Prime Minister, Cardinal Richelieu. In 
1638, Richelieu had him imprisoned at Vincennes, where he remained 
until after the cardinal’s death in 1642. He himself died shortly after in 
Paris in 1643, having lived long enough to hear of the condemnation of 
Jansen’s teachings by Pope Urban VIII the previous year. 

Jansen returned to the University of Leuven, where he completed his 
doctorate in 1619 and was named professor of exegesis. Jansen and 
Duvergier continued to correspond about Augustine, especially 
Augustine’s teachings on grace. Upon the recommendation of King Philip 
IV of Spain, Jansen was consecrated as bishop of Ypres in 1636. 

Vergier kept on corresponding with Jansen, urging him to prepare his 
book Augustinus, the source of the Jansenist teachings. Jansen died in a 

. On his deathbed, he committed a manuscript to his 


chaplain, ordering him to consult with , theology 
professor at Leuven, and , canon at the metropolitan 
church, and to publish the manuscript if they agreed it should be published, 
adding “Jf, however, the Holy See wishes any change, I am an obedient son, 
and I submit to that Church in which I have lived to my dying hour. This is 
my last wish.” 

This manuscript was published in 1640 as Augustinus - it expounded 
Augustine’s system and formed the basis for the subsequent Jansenist 
Controversy. It consisted of three volumes: 

1. Describing the history of Pelagianism and Augustine’s battle 
against it and against Semipelagianism 
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2. Discussing the Fall of Man and Original Sin 
3. Denouncing a “modern tendency” (unnamed by Jansen but 
clearly identifiable as Molinism) as Semipelagian. 

It was first popularized by Jansen’s friend Abbot Jean Duvergier de 
Hauranne, of Saint-Cyran-en-Brenne Abbey, and after Duvergier’s death 
in 9683, was led by . Through the 17" and into the 18" 
centuries, Jansenism was a distinct movement within the Catholic Church. 
The theological centre of the movement was the convent of Port-Royal 
Abbey, Paris, which was a haven for writers including Duvergier, Arnauld, 
Pierre Nicole, Blaise Pascal, and Jean Racine. 

Abbé de Saint-Cyran also became spiritual director and confessor of the 
nuns of the Abbey of Port-Royal des Champs, in whose history the 
Arnauld family played significant roles. Under his leadership from 
1636 the abbey became a center of Jansenism. 

Jansenism was opposed by many in the Catholic hierarchy, especially 
the Jesuits. Although the Jansenists identified themselves only as rigorous 
followers of Augustine of Hippo’s teachings, Jesuits coined the term 
“Jansenism’ to identify them as having Calvinist affinities. The apostolic 
constitution Cum occasione promulgated by Pope Innocent X in 1653, 
condemned five cardinal doctrines of Jansenism as heresy—especially the 
relationship between human free will and efficacious grace, wherein the 
teachings of Augustine, as presented by the Jansenists, contradicted the 
teachings of the Jesuit School. Jansenist leaders endeavored to 
accommodate the pope’s pronouncements while retaining their uniqueness, 
and enjoyed a measure of peace in the late-17" century under Pope 
Clement IX. However, further controversy led to the apostolic constitution 
Unigenitus Dei Filius, promulgated by Pope Clement XI in 1713. 


In 1598 a four-year-old child was ritually slaughtered in 
a Podolia village, at which the "leading" Jews of the 
region were present. . .During the horrible "sacrifice" of 
little Simon of Trent in the house of the Rabbi Samuel, 
according to the Jew Angelus ("Angel") "all the Jews 
stood around the child, who was stretched out upon a 
board placed above a small container." 
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elected provincial of his order. As procurator general from 1585 to 1588, 
Sarpi resided in Rome, where he enjoyed the friendship of Pope Sixtus V, 
the Jesuit theologian Robert Bellarmine, and Giambattista Della Porta. He 
was appointed state theologian by the Venetian Senate in 1606 and 
counseled defiance of the bull of interdict and excommunication launched 
against Venice by Paul V. Having failed to appear before the Roman 
Inquisition to answer charges of heresy, he was excommunicated in 
January 1607. The reconciliation between the papacy and the Republic of 
Venice did not lessen the hostility harbored in Rome against Sarpi, and on 
5 October 1607 he was the object of an attempted assassination that he 
accused the Roman Curia of engineering. 

As adviser to the Venetian Senate, an office he continued to hold until his 
death sixteen years later, Sarpi arbitrated the dispute between Galileo and 
Baldassar Capra, who had claimed the invention of the proportional 
compass as his own. In July 1609, when offered the opportunity to 
purchase one of the earliest telescopes, the Senate referred the matter to 
Sarpi for his opinion. Sarpi, who as early as November 1608 had been the 
first in Italy to learn of the invention of the Flemish spectacle-maker Hans 
Lippershey, recommended that the offer be refused, confident that his 
friend Galileo could construct an instrument of comparable if not superior 
quality. This Galileo did, and presented it to the government as a gift in 
August 1609, in return for which he received a lifetime, appointment to the 
University of Padua. 

Chiefly remembered now for his highly biased Istoria del Concilio 
Tridentino (1619). Sarpi was well versed in the works of all the Scholastic 
philosophers, especially Ockham, whom he held in great esteem. His Arte 
di ben pensare, in which he distinguishes between sensation and reflection, 
and examines the relationship of the senses to cognition, has been credited 
with anticipating Locke’s Essay Concerning Human Understanding. 
Although Sarpi was highly praised for his mathematical and speculative 
abilities by such contemporaries as Galileo, Della Porta, and 
Acquapendente, all that remains by which one can judge the originality of 
his scientific thought are some letters and the notebooks containing his 
philosophical, physical, and mathematical thoughts. Extant are reliable 
copies of the originals that perished in a fire in 1769. They consist of more 
than 600 numbered paragraphs, which were written over a period of three 
decades but date chiefly from 1578 to 1597. Rather than forming a 
consistent philosophical system, the notebooks are a collage of disparate 
thoughts about the nature of the physical world—a chronicle of the 
intellectual evolution of a man in the mainstream of the scientific 
developments of his age. In Venice, Sarpi religiously frequented the ridotto 
at the home of the historian Andrea Morosini: while in Padua he regularly 
attended colloquiums sponsored by Giovanni Vincenzio Pinelli and, in 
Rome, at the Accademia dei Lincei. There he met and exchanged views 
with some of the most celebrated scientists of the day and, it appears, 
recorded in his notebooks their ideas in addition to his own. 

The entries, chronologically annotated, touch upon every aspect of 
contemporary science, from a discussion of the corpuscular nature of light 
and a refutation of the Peripatetic denial of its passage through a vacuum, 
to an enumeration of the properties of conic sections. Of particular interest 
are Sarpi’s ideas on optical relativity, his negation of the concept of 
absolute rest, and his refutation of the Aristotelian doctrine of an essential 
difference between natural and violent motion together with its corollary— 
that the two types of motion cannot be simultaneously operative in the 
same body. In anatomy, to which he devoted himself from 1582 to 1585, 
Sarpi has been credited with correctly interpreting the function of the 
venous valves and the discovery of the circulation of the blood, for which 
Harvey later provided experimental proof. The subject of magnetism is one 
in which the notebooks reflect a constant interest. Several entries suggest 
(as, a decade later, did William Gilbert, whom Sarpi knew) that all bodies 
fall to earth not because it is their nature to do so but because they are 
drawn to it “as iron is to a magnet”. Other entries deal with the reflection of 
light by curved mirrors, centers of gravity, the relative weights of bodies 
immersed in water, speeds of descent of freely falling bodies, the motion of 
projectiles, cause and effect, and a short discussion of the inconclusiveness 
of the arguments marshaled by opponents of the Copernican system. 


Isaac La Peyrére or La Peyrére 


Isaac La Peyrére ou La Peyrére was born in Bordeaux in [596 to a 
family of notable French Calvinists (i.e. Huguenots) - and he died on 30 
in the house of the fathers of the Oratory of Aubervilliers. He 
was a traveler, diplomat, literary theologian and biblical exegete - one of 
the first publishing authors of Bible criticism - a scientific discipline that 
arose from secularization at the close of the of the first half of the [7 
GGnlury. Known for having supported the idea that Christian salvation 
rested on the conversion of the Jews and pleaded for their “redemption” - 
even more so for having formulated the hypothesis of “Préadamites,” 
according to which Gentiles existed before Adam, he being only the first 
ancestor of the Jews. 

Far from being an “illuminated” man... he was closely involved with the 
“libertinage erudit” and lived the life of courtier (i.e. a person who attends 
a royal court as a companion or adviser to the king or queen). Aas a 
scholar and scientist, he was naturally endowed with an universal curiosity, 
as evidenced by his “Relations” on Iceland and Greenland, and his long 
correspondence with the scholar Olaus Worm. 

Isaac was the eldest of the nine children of Bernard de La Peyrére, one 
of the Ancients of the Reformed Consistory of Bordeaux, ordinary 
councilor of the wars of Henry IV, and of Marthé Malet daughter of the 
Treasurer of the House of Navarre. 

There is no evidence that this family was of Jewish origin, as criticized 
by contemporary critics of Isaac, and as argued by several modern writers, 
including Leo Strauss and Richard H Popkin, for whom his Judeophilia 
can only be explained by this reason. Be that as it may, no Jewish 
community, especially Amsterdam, has ever recognized him as one of his 
own. 

He settled at Montauban, Quercy, in 1624 and, with the support of an 
allied family - Antoine d’Aliés, baron de Caussade son of Marie Patry and 
Jean d’Aliés, Maitre d'hétel du Roi, receveur des tailles, trésorier de 
France, and his wife, Marie Malet sister of Marthé Malet, studied law, 
becoming a lawyer, and he married Suzanne de Petit. 

He became secretary, later librarian , of a Prince of the Blood’ in Paris, 
the Prince of Condé, who surrounded himself with scientists, writers and 
thinkers, including Blaise Pascal and Hugo de Groot. Scholars like 
Scaliger wrote critically in letters, but they did not publish Bible criticism. 
(The office of the mighty French prince gave the Bible critics protection 
from persecution. At a university theologians would have sabotaged their 
work. Without a patron they could have been prosecuted for blasphemy and 
heresy.) 

La Peyrére participated in the defense of the Protestant city until its fall 
in 91629. Between [630 and 9643, ruined and probably widowed, it is used 
by Aliés to Recipe and furrows the Quercy - an old French province whose 
extent corresponds to the area of influence of the diocese of Cahors”® until 
1317. 

with some stay in Paris, where he meets Tomaso Campanella to 1638 
or 1639. From 1643, he entered the service of Prince Henry II of Condé 
and resides mainly in Paris. It is this year 1643, after the death of Richelieu 
and Louis XIII , but also of both parents, that La Peyrére publishes a small 
anonymous work ("as part of a larger one that prepares"), Du Reminder 
Jews . Guy Patin immediately broke the anonymity, even announcing the 
coming treaty of the Pre - Hamites , but the author is not worried. At the 
Hotel de Condé, La Peyrére links up with Pierre Bourdelot , a doctor 
serving Condé, and an active member of the Republic of Letters. By 
Bourdelot, he rubs shoulders with the scientific community (Mersenne , 
Pascal , Gassendi ) and libertine scholar ( La Mothe the Vayer , Jean- 
Baptiste Hullon, the Dupuy brothers). 


27 Prinsen van der bleede (French: “prince du sang’) had been the name for the 
members of the Capet family, descendants of Saint Louis, who did not descend 
from a ruling king in the male line since the 16" century. In the late Middle Ages, 
these princes were called “princes des fleurs de lys” (French: “Princes with the 
lilies’). According to the Salian law, these princes could follow in France when the 
main line of the royal house would die out. 

Note: The Salic Law was one of the first law books since the Romans. This code, 
in Latin Lex Salica, dates from the beginning of the 6" century. 

28 The diocese of Cahors (Latin: Dioecesis Cadurcensis; in Occitan: diocese of Caors ) 
is a diocese of the Catholic Church in France. 
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From 1644 to 1646, he was part of the diplomatic mission conducted by La 
Thuillerie in Denmark and Sweden. Mazarin , who financially supports the 
Swedish troops, wants a peace to be quickly concluded between the two 
kingdoms. In Copenhagen , La Peyrére binds with Corfitz Ulfeld , the 
favorite of King Christian IV , Léonora-Christina, the brilliant wife of the 
latter and daughter of Christian IV, as well as with the scholar Ole Worm , 
rector of the University, collector and runes specialist. This last meeting 
will be the occasion of a correspondence between 1645 and 1649 (with 39 
preserved letters). 
On his return to Holland in 1646, La Peyrére met several times with Claude 
Saumaise , with whom he exchanges on the antiquity of the earth, 
according to the chronologies of different civilizations. 
Between 1647 and 1653, he followed the Grand Condé in the battles and 
adventures of the Fronde. He gives two accounts ( The Battle of Slow, 
Letter of Aristus to Nicander, on the battle of Rethel ) to the glory of the 
young prince, whom he accompanies in his exile to Brussels. After a 
diplomatic mission to Spain, then to England (during which he fell 
seriously ill), in 1653, he returned to Brussels, where Conde put him in the 
service of the young Christine of Sweden , who had just abdicated. It seems 
that she financed the publication of Praeadamitae in 1655 in Amsterdam. 
Censored "as a Calvinist and as a Jew" by the Archbishop of Mechelen , La 
Peyrére was arrested in 1656, perhaps with the complicity of his own 
master, the Prince of Condé, after a negotiation with the Pope . 
He then went to Rome to abjure Calvinism and renounce his pre-Adamic 
hypothesis, which he compared in his Apology to the Copernican 
hypothesis. He then joined Conde in exile, then returned to Paris with his 
master restored to his property in 1659. 
Between 1660 and 1665, La Peyrére is a librarian of Condé. In 1663 he 
published his Icelandic Relation and reissued Greenland's Relation and its 
Apology. In his Letters to Monsieur de La Suze to force him by reason to 
become a Catholic , he has a long controversy with a Calvinist theologian. 
In 1665, he retired to the Oratoriens d'Aubervilliers "without changing his 
habit". There, he works to write the treaty of the Jews elected, reject and 
recall , resuming his "theologico-political" system, but without openly 
defending the Préadamites hypothesis. The manuscript will be rejected by 
censorship around 1673. La Peyrére still has a long correspondence and 
oral exchange with the learned oratorian Richard Simon . He died in 
January 1676, in the greatest poverty. 
The following epitaph was published for the first time in the second 
edition of Pierre Richelet’s Dictionnaire francois (Amsterdam, 1706): 
“Here lies the Peirére, this good Israelite, 

Catholic, Huguenot, finally Pre-Adamite; 

Four religions pleasing him at once, 

And his indifference was so unusual, 

After four winters he had to make a choice 

The good man left and did not choose one.” 


The hypothesis of “Préadamites” 
La Peyrére on the two stories of creation found in Genesis, and, based on 
the differences that have always been noted between them, he looks first at 
the creation of non-believers. Jews, or " Gentiles ", the second at the origin 
of the people whom God had elected among all the others. 
The Gentiles, created first, on the sixth day of the big week, at the same 
time as the animals, belong in a way to the general creation. They would 
have been trained like all other beings and pulled like them from the 
material of chaos. They would have appeared at the same time on the 
whole earth, and none of them would ever have entered the earthly 
paradise. Adam, the first Jew from the mud of the earth, Eve formed with a 
rib of Adam, would not have been born until after the rest of the seventh 
day. Only they would have lived in the Garden of Eden , so only they 
would have been guilty of sin against the law by violating the defense that 
had been done to them. The other men, innocent in this respect, were none 
the less guilty of natural sins. The author finds this distinction confirmed by 
a passage from Paul (Romans 5: 12-14). 
In support of its basic hypothesis, La Peyrére does not only invoke the very 
text relating to the first days of the world; his most precise arguments are 
drawn mainly from the story of Adam and his family. Until the age of 130, 
Genesis gives to the one who is accustomed to look like the first man no 
more than three sons, and the words he utters at the birth of Seth can not 
doubt in this regard. Only later he has sons and daughters. After the murder 
of Abel, Seth having not yet come into the world, the family of Adam had 
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only three people. However, Cain, driven out by God and condemned to 
wander on the earth, testifies to the fear of being killed by whoever finds 
him. God accordingly sets a sign on Cain, and declares that whoever kills 
him will be punished sevenfold. Cain could therefore meet enemies, and 
these enemies could only be men foreign to Adam. 

Cain, walking away, takes his wife. Where did this woman come from? 
Until that time, Adam had no other children than the one who fled after a 
crime and the one who had been the victim ... There had to be other 
families next to that of Adam . Finally, as soon as Cain had a son whom he 
built a city, he had to find companions to build it and to populate it. 

Of all these facts, the author concludes that there were men outside the 
Adamic or Jewish family, and that these men, then spread all over the 
earth, were none other than the Gentiles, these first comers of the great 
creation, always so clearly distinguished from the Jews. La Peyrére 
interprets from the same point of view a large number of general 
expressions used in the Bible. For example, the earth, which is so often 
mentioned, is not for him the entire surface of our globe, but only the Holy 
Land, the one God had destined for his people. He specifies the limits and 
gives a map that is not very detailed, but fairly accurate for the time. It 
alone applies the stories of the biblical flood, a deluge he compares to the 
other great partial floods that various nations have preserved. The story of 
Noah becomes the pendant of Adam's. This patriarch remained the sole 
representative, not of all mankind, but of Jews only. It was against them 
that the heavenly wrath was lit: God never intended to destroy the Gentiles. 


Custodio Nunes 


Custodio Nunes was a converso who lived in the Portuguese town of 
Evora - he was put on trial for crypto-Judaism by the Portuguese 
Inquisition in 1604-5. Custodio Nunes was accused by the Inquisition of 
being a crypto-Jew, but defended himself, somewhat remarkably, by 
claiming that he was “both a Jew and a Christian.” The trial of Custodio 
Nunes brings to light problems of religious identity within the converso 
communities of Spain and Portugal, and the problems of using inquisitorial 
trial dossiers as historical evidence. 


Blessed Marie of the Incarnation 
In 1604, Pierre de Bérulle, with the co-operation of his cousin, Madame 
Acarie (the Blessed Marie of the Incarnation, O.C.D.) introduced the 
Discalced Carmelite nuns of the reform of Teresa of Avila into France. 
Madame Acarie (1 February 1566 — 18 April 1618) born Barbara 
Avrillot in Paris - whom was known as “Le belle Acarie” (“the beautiful 
Acarie”) in Paris - was the foundress of the nuns of the Discalced 
Carmelite Order in France, who later became a lay sister of the Order. She 
has been called the “mother of Carmel in France.” Her family belonged 
to the higher bourgeois society in Paris. Her father, Nicholas Avrillot, was 
Accountant General in the Chamber of Paris, and chancellor of Marguerite 
, first wife of Henry IV of France; while her mother, Marie 
Lhuillier was a descendant of Etienne Marcel, the famous prévét des 
marchands (chief municipal magistrate). 


Jacob the Jew 

Jacob Barnett, known as ‘Jacob the Jew,’ who came to England from 
Germany before the readmission of the Jews to England by Oliver 
Cromwell, “somehow” gained a position at the university to teach Hebrew 
, where he met French Huguenot scholar Isaac Casaubon. 
Casaubon was deeply impressed by Jacob’s vast knowledge of the Talmud 
and Midrash, stating he had never met such a learned Jew before, and 
employed him as his personal teacher of Hebrew at Oxford. 
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Casaubon subsequently left Oxford to London and took Jacob with him 
as his personal tutor. At some point, however, Casaubon, “for some 
reason,” was unable to keep Jacob any longer as ‘his inmate’ and Jacob, 
seemingly out of distress, intimated to Casaubon that he would be willing 
to accept Christian baptism. To assist Jacob, Casaubon sent letters of 
recommendation to the Regius Professor of Hebrew at the University of 
Oxford, the Vice Chancellor of the University was notified, even the king 
of England was informed, and the University set a date to have Jacob 
converted in a great ceremony before the whole University at the 
University Church of St Mary’s. 

However, the day before the ceremony was due to take place, Jacob 
changed his mind and fled the town on foot. The proctors instructed the 
university police to pursue Jacob and they captured the apostate on the road 
to London and imprisoned him in Bocardo Prison at Oxford’s Northgate. 
With short notice, impressing all those present, the preacher of the 
university church changed his sermon from one of baptism to the subject of 
the perfidy of the Jews. While in prison, Jacob was subjected to taunting 
and torture by university academics and officials and it was only when 
Casaubon came to his defense, arguing that to decline Baptism is not a 
crime in English Law, that Jacob was released, but not without being 
banished from the university precinct and from England altogether. 


The early Puritan movement (late-16"-to-17" centuries) was Reformed 
or Calvinist and was a movement for reform in the Church of England. Its 
origins lay in the discontent with the Elizabethan Religious Settlement. The 
desire was for the Church of England to resemble more closely the 
Protestant churches of Europe, especially Geneva. The Puritans objected to 
ornaments and ritual in the churches as idolatrous (vestments, surplices, 
organs, genuflection), which they castigated as "popish pomp and rags". 
They also objected to ecclesiastical courts. Their refusal to endorse 
completely all of the ritual directions and formulas of the Book of Common 
Prayer and the imposition of its liturgical order by legal force and 
inspection sharpened Puritanism into a definite opposition movement. 
Oliver Cromwell was a devout Puritan and military leader, who came to 
power in the Commonwealth of England, Scotland and Ireland. 


The Puritans 

The region of Europe (which today is formed of the states of the 
Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg) was a possession of the Catholic 
Habsburg King of Spain. Nevertheless, the people of the seven northern 
provinces (the modern Netherlands), who were solidly Calvinist (i.e. 
Protestant), were in open rebellion against their Spanish Catholic master. 
Although Spain refused officially to recognize Dutch independence until 
96%, it had already been achieved. 

The Elizabethan Church of England, both in worship and church 
government, enforced a Calvinist policy which made life difficult for 
Puritans. The Puritans were Protestant fundamentalists who wished to 
“purify’ the Church of England. Some of the Puritans, known as 
Separatists “separated,” forming their own church. These Separatist 
Puritans felt that Parliament, and not the King, should have the final say 
and that the moral guidance for all legal decision should come from the 
Hebrew Bible” which they considered to be the highest authority in all 


29 The Hebrew Bible also played a central role in the founding of various educational 
institutions including Harvard, Yale, William and Mary, Rutgers, Princeton, Brown, 
King’s College (later to be known as Columbia), Johns Hopkins, Dartmouth, efc. In 
virtually all of these colleges, Bible studies were required and some even adopted 
some Hebrew word or phrase as part of their official emblem or seal. Beneath the 
banner containing the Latin “Lux et Veritas,” the Yale seal shows an open book with 
the Hebrew Urim V’Timum, a part of the breastplate of the High Priest in the days of 
the Temple. The Columbia seal has the Hebrew name for God at the top center, with 
the Hebrew name for one of the Angels on a banner toward the middle. Dartmouth 


matters: (The Puritans were obsessed with the Bible and came to identify 
their political struggle against England with that of the ancient Hebrews 
against Pharaoh or the King of Babylon). 

The Puritans’ affinity for the Torah was related to the availability of the 
“King James” version of the Bible. That translation was named after 
James VI of Scotland (1566-1625) when Parliament elected him James I 
of England in 1603. One year later, in 1604. James appointed a group of 
47 scholars to translate the Bible from the original Hebrew into English. 
These scholars relied heavily on the translation by William Tyndale 
(1484-1536). Tyndale had studied Hebrew and Greek at Oxford University 
and decided to translate the Bible for the first time from the original 
Hebrew. He achieved this by 1530. In 1536, Tyndale was apprehended by 
the Inquisition and murdered because the Catholic Church had prohibited 
translating the Bible. The Church feared that an English translation would 
result in the same protestant reformation already attained in Germany after 
Martin Luther (1485-1546) translated the Bible into German. 

Prior to Tyndale, John Wycliffe (1325-1384) had already translated the 
Bible from the Latin into English, but with little success, as Wycliffe 
translated a translation. Nevertheless, Wycliffe, too, was condemned by the 
church for doing so. Having died of natural causes in 1384, his body was 
exhumed and burnt and the ashes scattered into a river. 

In the end, the King James Bible was printed and distributed in [@iMi. 
There are apparently numerous errors in that translation. Yet, it was this 
Bible which gave Englishmen access to Jewish history and led the Puritans 
to establish “Israel” in the New World. 

The cutting and polishing of diamonds was one of the few crafts that 
Jews were permitted to participate in by the medieval guilds in Europe. For 
most Jews, there was no choice in those days: If they wanted to have a 
vocation, it had to be either gem-polishing or money lending. In either case 
they dealt with diamonds. In the 16" century, when the Portuguese 
succeeded in establishing an ocean route to India, the caravan routes 
were supplanted by ships. The Sephardic Jews in Portugal quickly made 
arrangements in Lisbon for ships’ officers to buy diamonds directly from 
the Indian miners in Goa, a tiny emerald land on the west coast of India... 
and Lisbon became the main entry point in Europe for diamonds. Jewish 
entrepreneurs then set up “cutting factories” in Lisbon (and also in 
Antwerp, a city in Belgium, where they employed the poorer Ashkenazi 
Jews from eastern Europe as cutters and polishers. 


The Dutch East India Company 
In (621, the Dutch East India Company was founded 


When they needed the Jews, however, they did not hesitate to employ 
them. Don Samuel Palache and his brother Joseph Palache, amongst the 
founders of the Amsterdam community, rendered valuable service to the 
Dutch East India Company. Joseph Palache served as Admiral of a fleet 
fitted out by the Sultan of Barbary to assist the Netherlands by piracy 
upon Spanish shipping. Samuel Palache acted as Consul for the Sultan of 
Barbary in the Netherlands territories. 


The Pilgrim Fathers were “separatists” who held Calvinist religious 
beliefs similar to the Puritans but, unlike many Puritans, maintained that 
their congregations needed to be separated from the English state church. 
After fleeing England, the Pilgrims lived for a time in Holland before 
sailing on the Mayflower for America. 


uses the Hebrew words meaning “God Almighty’ in a triangle in the upper center of 
its seal. 

So popular was the Hebrew language in the late-17' and early-18" centuries that 
Harvard, Yale, Columbia, Brown, Princeton, Johns Hopkins, and the University of 
Pennsylvania al/ taught courses in Hebrew - all the more remarkable because no 
university in England at the time offered such - and students had the option of 
delivering commencement speeches in Hebrew, Latin or Greek. 

More-so, many of the Founding Fathers of America were products of these 
universities - for example, Thomas Jefferson attended William and Mary, James 
Madison - Princeton, Alexander Hamilton - King’s College. Thus, we can be sure 
that a majority of these political leaders were not only well acquainted with the 
contents of the Bible, but also had some working knowledge of Hebrew. 

Their biblical education colored the American founders’ attitude toward not only 
religion and ethics, but most significantly, politics. We see them adopting the biblical 
motifs of the Puritans for political reasons. For example, the struggle of the ancient 
Hebrews against the wicked Pharaoh came to embody the struggle of the colonists 
against English tyranny. 
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A large number of Christian scholars studied Hebrew. The Puritans 

were one result of this trend. When the Pilgrims arrived in the New World, 

they took a vote whether or not the official language should be Hebrew. 

There mere fact that such a proposal could be entertained is a statement as 
to the popularity of Hebrew in the non-Jewish world. 


Almost from the beginning of the Reformation in the Netherlands, a 
Puritan strain could be found in the Dutch Reformed Churches. The 
United Provinces, as it was called, was not only a great centre of trade... 
but, on the verge of becoming a world economic leader, also a maritime 
power to rival both England and France. But, this was not a place where the 
Puritan refugees felt they could raise their children without outside 
influences. 


While thriving in Amsterdam - where they became the hub of a unique 
urban Jewish universe and attained status that anticipated Jewish 
emancipation in the West by over a century - they began in the 1500s and 
1600s to establish themselves in the Dutch and English colonies in the New 
World. These included: Curacao, Surinam, Recife, and New Amsterdam 
(Dutch), as well as Barbados, Jamaica, Newport, and Savannah (English). 


The English came to the help of the Dutch in the War for Dutch 
Independence under William the Silent. 


The Rise of Capitalism 

Modern Capitalism was first clearly visible in the Dutch Republic, 
where Italian Banking, expelled Iberian Jews. During the Reformation, 
naval power and the acquisition of huge trade fortunes came together in the 
Amsterdam Empire, which would outshine its much bigger Spanish, 
British and even French competitors until the mid-17" century. 

Everything that defines modern Capitalism was either invented or came 
to fruition in Amsterdam. The first Stock Exchange, Multinationals (the 
East Indies Company, which would rule over Indonesia with 
unrestrained corporatocracy for centuries), and most importantly, a Central 
Bank, the ‘Amsterdamsche Wisselbank.’ And, of course, a huge pile of 
money, that would be the envy of Europe even long after its ‘glory’ had 
subsided. 


The Jews and Cromwell 
Jewish bankers from Amsterdam led by the Jewish financier and army 
contractor of Cromwell’s New Model Army, and 
assisted by Portuguese , a Marrano (secret Jew), 
saw an opportunity to exploit in the civil unrest led by Oliver Cromwell in 


A stable Christian society of ancient traditions binding the Monarchy, 
Church, State, nobles and people into one solemn bond was disrupted by 
Calvin’s Protestant uprising. The Jews of Amsterdam exploited this civil 
unrest and made their move. They contacted Oliver Cromwell in a series of 
letters: 

“In return for financial support will advocate admission of Jews to 
England: This however impossible while Charles living. Charles cannot 
be executed without trial, adequate grounds for which do not at present 
exist. Therefore advise that Charles be assassinated, but will have nothing 
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to do with arrangements for procuring an assassin, though willing to help 

in his escape.” 

Cromwell to Ebenezer Pratt of the Mulheim Synagogue 
in Amsterdam, Sunday, 


“Will grant financial aid as soon as Charles removed and Jews 
admitted. Assassination too dangerous. Charles shall be given 
opportunity to escape: His recapture will make trial and execution 
possible. The support will be liberal, but useless to discuss terms until 
trial commences.” 


Ebenezer Pratt to Cromwell, Friday 12 July 1647 


Cromwell had carried out the orders of the Jewish financiers and 
beheaded King Charles I on Saturday, SO@nuaryo49. 


Beginning in 1655, Cromwell, through his alliance with the Jewish 


bankers of Amsterdam and specifically with and 
his brother-in-law, , initiated the resettlement 


of the Jews in England. 


Sabbatai Zevi (1626 — 1676) Izmir, Turkey 
These seven destructive societies (following): Sabbateans, Dénmeh, 
Frankism, Freemasonry, Zionism, Turkic Ottomans, and the House of 
Windsor are all related to each other. 


Sabbatai Zevi (1626 — 1676) was born in Izmir in present-day Turkey 
(Smyrna, in the Ottoman Empire), supposedly on Tisha B’ Ay (the 9" of 
Av) - the holy day of mourning. His name literally meant the planet 
Saturn, and in Jewish tradition “The reign of Sabbatai” (the highest 
planet) was often linked to the advent of the Messiah. Sabbatai Zevi was 
depicted as the crowned Messiah in 1666. 


Turkic Ottoman Sultan Mehmed IV 


The Donmeh were a group of crypto-Jews in the Ottoman Empire who 
converted publicly to Islam, but were said to have retained their beliefs. 
The movement was centered in Salonica. The group originated during and 
soon after the era of Sabbatai Zevi. Since the 20th century, assimilated 
Dénmeh might have intermarried with other groups and most have 
assimilated into Turkish society. 
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Sabbatai Zevi as the crowned Messiah (Amsterdam, 1666) 


The Dénmeh ideology of the 17" century revolved primarily around 
the Eighteen Precepts - an abridged version of the Ten 
Commandments. The Donmeh had similarity with Marran6és who were 
another group of crypto-Jews in Iberia who converted to Christianity 
yet continued to practice Judaism in secret. The term “Marrano” came 
into use in 1492 with the Castilian Alhambra Decree, which outlawed 
the practice of Judaism in Spain and required all remaining Jews to convert 
or leave. 


Charles I of England (19 November 1600 - 30 January 1649) second 
son of King James VI of Scotland and I of England and Anne of Denmark 

King James VI of Scotland and I of England was the son of Mary, 
Queen of Scots, who had grown up in France and was betrothed to the 
Francis II, Dauphin of France, who became a Catholic martyr when she 
was executed on the order of Virgin Queen Elizabeth I by beheading on 
Sunday morning, 8 February 1587 - and a great-great-grandson of Henry 
VII, King of England and Lord of Ireland - the last king of England to win 
his throne on the field of battle, having defeated King Richard III at the 
Battle of Bosworth Field, the culmination of the Wars of the Roses - 
being the first monarch of the House of Tudor, who was peacefully 
succeeded by his son, Henry VIII, father of Elizabeth I. 


In the seventeenth century, another wave of Ashkenazic 
migrants arrived from eastern Europe following the 
Chmielnicki massacres of 1648-9. 


Solomon Nissim ben Abraham Algazi the Elder 

Solomon Nissim ben Abraham Algazi the Elder, Hakham Qahal 
Qadosh Geveret, a scion of the famous Algazi family and the grandson on 
his mother’s side of Joseph de Segovia Benveniste (see Benveniste 
Family), was the foremost halakhic authority in the Ottoman Empire in 
the 17 century. He was born around 1610 in the Turkish town of Bursa 
(Prousa)—and died in Jerusalem in 1684 or 1685. The name Nissim (Heb. 
miracles) was not given him at birth but was added later upon his recovery 
from a serious illness. Solomon Algazi was educated by his father, 
Abraham Algazi, and by the poet Joseph Ganso, his uncle Joseph 
Sassoon, and possibly by Moses Sassoon. He also studied for a time with 
Me vr de Boton in Gallipoli. 

In (646 Solomon Nissim Algazi founded a bet midrash in Izmir 


(Smyrna). Among his students were his son-in-law, Aaron Lapapa, and 
Hayyim Menahem Algazi, later rabbi of Rhodes. Algazi was opposed to 
the messianic movement engendered by Shabbetay Sevi and his 
followers. In 1666, he joined with other rabbis in Izmir to excommunicate 
the false messiah, but, when Shabbetay Sevi arrived in the city with a large 
following, Algazi fled and went into hiding in the countryside. After the 
apostasy of Shabbetay Sevi in September 1666. he returned to Izmir 
and his bet midrash. 

Algazi moved to Jerusalem. By (67 he was head of the 
community’s bet din, and in a document seen and described by Hayyim 
Joseph David Azulay, his signature appeared as the city’s chief rabbi. 
Algazi was still in Jerusalem in 1674, but he also stayed for short periods in 
Hebron and Alexandria. Algazi corresponded with many renowned rabbis 
of the time, among them Hayyim Benveniste and Hayyim Joseph 
Azulay. He was considered a holy man and was reputedly a miracle 
worker. 

Solomon Algazi wrote many works, most importantly: 

Yavin Shemu‘a (He Shall Understand / Understanding Doctrine; Venice, 
1639)}—a commentary on the Halikhot ‘Olam of Jeshua ben Joseph and 
the Sefer Kelale ha-Talmud of Joseph Caro with later additions entitled 
Halikhot Eli (Izmir, 1668). 

Gufe Halakhot (The Body of Laws; Izmir, 1675) treats the principles of 
halakha. Ahavat ‘Olam (Everlasting Love; Istanbul, 1642) was the first 
of four volumes of homilies. 

Rasuf Ahava (Paved with Love) and Appiryon Shelomo (Solomon's Litter; 
Verona, 1649) are commentaries on the homiletical passages of the 
Tosafot. 

Ta’ava la-‘Enayim (A Delight to the Eyes; Salonica, 1655) is an elucidation 
of difficult Talmudic passages in the ‘Eyn Ya‘aqov of Jacob ibn Habib, 
with the addition of passages he omitted. 

Lehem Setarim (Bread Eaten in Secrecy) is a commentary on tractate ‘Avoda 
Zara (Venice, 1664). 

In addition to the foregoing works, Solomon Algazi’s Zehav Seva (Basket of 
Gold; Istanbul, 1688), dealing with Talmud and Tosafot, was published 
posthumously by his brother, Joseph Algazi. 

Another book, Ziknat Shelomo (Solomon’s Old Age), a commentary on the 
‘Ittur of Isaac ben Abba Mari, was never published. 

Solomon Nissim Algazi had five sons: Joseph, Abraham, Yom Tov, 

Hayyim, and Moses. One of his descendants, Nissim Solomon Algazi, died 
in Jerusalem on Tevet 19, 1781. 


Isaac ben Abraham, the third son of Abraham Algazi the Elder, was born in 
1625 on the island of Chios near Izmir. While still quite young he served in 
the rabbinate there and participated in the governance of the community. 
Having studied under Hayyim ben Israel Benveniste (1603-1673) in Izmir, 
he was appointed a head rabbi (rav kollel) of the city following the latter’s 
death in 1673, serving in this position until his own death ten years later in 
1683. He wrote a book of responsa; also surviving is a book of homiletical 
sermons titled Doresh Tov. 


The Hazzans (Hazan) Family °° 
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The Hazzans (Hazan) were a Sephardi rabbinical family first 
mentioned in 17" century Izmir (Smyrna). Several members of the family 
served as rabbis in communities of the Ottoman Empire from the late- 
18" century to the early twentieth century. 

i) Joseph ben Elijah Hazzan (d. after 1694) was a pupil of Joseph di 
Trani (Maharit; d. 1638) in Istanbul. After some time in Izmir, he settled in 
Jerusalem. He was the author of several works, including ‘En Yosef (The 
Face of Joseph; \zmir, 1675), a collection of homilies on the weekly Torah 
portions, and ‘En Yehosef (The Face of Jehoseph; Yzmir, 1735), a 
commentary on Babylonian Talmud tractate Bava Mesi‘a. ii) His son 
Hayyim ben Joseph Hazzan (d. 1712) was a rabbi in Izmir and in Egypt. 
After settling in Jerusalem, he went on a mission to Europe as a rabbinical 
emissary (shadar or meshullah) and died while in Mir, Lithuania. He was 
the author of Shenot Hayyim (Years of Life; Venice, 1693), a collection of 
homilies on the Torah. His responsa and other commentaries remained in 
manuscript. iii) His son David ben Hayyim Hazzan was born and raised 
in Jerusalem. In the 1720s, he too was sent to Europe as an emissary. On 
his return he settled in the ancestral hometown of Izmir, where he founded 
a printing house. *! 

iv) Joseph Raphael ben Hayyim Hazzan (known by the acronym 
Yareah; d. 1820) grandson of David ben Hayyim had been orphaned at an 
early age, but continued his studies and in 1794 accepted an appointment 
there as a head rabbi, second to (d. 
1810). The relations between the two were complicated and troublesome, 
because they differed on many social and communal questions. After the 
death of Rabbi Mayo, Joseph Raphael became the chief rabbi (rav kolel) 
of the city. Three years later, he went to Palestine and settled in Hebron. In 
1818, Joseph Raphael became the chief rabbi (rishon le-siyyon) of the 
Sephardi community in Jerusalem—a position he held till his death. ** 


31 He was the author of commentaries on Psalms, Ecclesiastes, and Proverbs, 
respectively entitled Hoze David (David’s Vision; Amsterdam, 1724), Qohelet ben 
David (Koheleth son of David; Salonica, 1748), and Agan ha-Sahar (A Round 
Goblet; Salonica, 1750). 

32 Joseph Raphael had four sons from his marriage to Rusa daughter of Daniel 
Pallache (Palaggi; see Pallache Family), all of whom were noted scholars: Eliezer 
(d. 1823), author of the responsa collection Mishpete ha-Shem (Judgments of the 
Lord; Jerusalem, 1995), which until recently remained in manuscript form; 
Rahamim Elijah (d. 1840); Isaac (d. 1854); and Hayyim David. Joseph Raphael’s 
responsa collection, Higqre Lev (Searchings of the Heart; Salonica, 1785-87), 
encompasses seven volumes. He also wrote a collection of homiletic sermons 
entitled Ma‘arakhe Lev (Preparations of the Heart; Salonica, 1821-22). 

Israel Moses ben Eliezer Hazzan (d. 1862) moved with his family to 
Jerusalem while still a child. In the 1840s he served as one of the dayyanim 
(city’s jurists). He left Jerusalem in 1848 as a rabbinical emissary to Western 
Europe. |n 1845, while in London, he published Words of Peace and Truth, a 
polemical tract taking issue with a pamphlet of the Reform movement, which had 
recently been established in England. While in Rome, |srael Moses was offered 
the rabbinate of its Jewish community. He remained there until 1852, spent the 
next few years as rabbi in Corfu, and in 1857 accepted the rabbinate of the 
Jewish community in Alexandria. He finally returned to Palestine in 1862. He 
settled in Jaffa (Yafo), but soon afterward died while on a visit to Beirut. Israel 
Moses was a spirited polemicist. His Qin’at Siyyon (Zeal for Zion, Amsterdam, 
1846) is a collection of his letters condemning the Reform rabbinical synod 
convened by Levi Herzfeld in Brunswick, Germany, in 1844. His She’erit ha- 
Nahala: Vikuah Sho’el u-Meshiv (Remnant of the Portion: A Dialogue of 
Questioner and Respondent; Alexandria, 1862) is a dialogue between a pious 
merchant and two rabbis. Their exchange takes up many topics, such as the 
question of language study by Jewish youths and the value of secular studies, 
including the physical sciences, all of which Israel Moses favored. His Kerakh 
shel Romi (The Metropolis of Rome; Livorno, 1875), is a collection of responsa. 
He also wrote a commentary on the gaonic responsa entitled lyye ha-Yam (The 
Isles of the Sea), but only the first of its two parts was published in his lifetime 
(Livorno, 1869; Jerusalem, 1980). His other works remain in manuscript. 

Elijah Bekhor ben Raphael Joseph Hazzan (d. 1908) moved (age 10) to 
Jerusalem with his grandfather, Rabbi Hayyim David ben Joseph Raphael 
Hazzan. From the 1860s, he fulfilled public roles in the Sephardi congregations of 
Jerusalem, and in 1870 he visited England, France, and Italy, meeting with Sir 
Moses Montefiore and Baron de Rothschild. Two years later he went to 
Algeria and Tunisia as a meshullah and was profoundly impressed by the 
consequence of post-Napoléonic Jewry on modern’ French 
civilization there, particularly the emancipated Algerian Jews. He gave voice 
to his thoughts on modernity and emancipation in his important philosophical 
dialogue Zikhron Yerusalayim (A Remembrance of Jerusalem; Livorno, 1874). In 
1875, he accepted the chief rabbinate of Tripoli and during his tenure restructured 
the city’s communal life. In 1888 Elijah Bekhor moved to Alexandria, where he 
remained for the rest of his life. Among his books are the responsa collection 
Ta‘alumot Lev (Secrets of the Heart; Livorno, 1878) and Neve Shalom (A 
Peaceable Habitation, Alexandria, 1893). 
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Mulatto Prince James III of England 


James Francis Edward, Prince of Wales (the Chevalier de St George, "The 
King Over the Water", "The Old Pretender" or "The Old Chevalier"; 
(1688-1766) was the son of the deposed James II of England and Ireland 
(James VII of Scotland). As such, he claimed the English, Scottish and 
Irish thrones (as James III of England and Ireland and James VIII of 
Scotland) from the death of his father in 1701, when he was recognized as 
king of England, Scotland and Ireland by his cousin Louis XIV of France. 
Following his death in 1766, he was succeeded by his son Charles Edward 
Stuart in the Jacobite Succession. Had his father not been deposed, there 
would have been only two monarchs during his lifetime; his father and 
himself. In reality, there were seven; his father, William III, Mary II, Anne, 
George I, George II and George III. Although the ruling Protestant Stuarts 
died out with his half-sister, Queen Anne, the last remaining Stuarts were 
James and his sons, and their endeavours to reclaim the throne while 
remaining devoted to their Catholic faith are remembered in history as 
Jacobitism. 


Precursors of Zionism (or proto- Zionists) 


Rabbi Zvi Hirsch Kalischer (1795 —1874) born in Leszno, Poland. 
Yehuda Solomon Alkalai (1798-1878) born in Sarajevo, Bosnia 


A group of men considered as proto-Zionists appeared and it includes 


(1789-1852), Rabbi 
(1798-1878), (1795-1874), and 


philosopher (1812-1875). The central activity of these men 
was between the years 1860 to 1874, before the Zionist movement was 
established practical in 1881 and political Zionism in 1896. It is for this 
reason that they are called precursors of Zionism (or proto-Zionists). 
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The earliest recorded ‘making’ of a Freemason in England is that of 

in 1646. Organized Freemasonry began with the founding 

of the Grand Lodge of England on 24 June 1717, the first Grand Lodge in 
the world. Ireland followed in 1725 and Scotland in 1736. 


King George I of England 

George I was of the House of Hanover from Germany - which be the 
true ancestor of the Windsors - originally of Jews from Italy: Albert Azzo 
of Este from Milan (died in 1029), the House of Welf, the House of 
Brunswick-Liineburg, the House of Hanover, and then the House of 
Windsor — the current British Monarch: The very beginning was founded 
at Este in 951 by a man called (from gens Attii, 
which migrated from Rome to Este). 

The Premier Grand Lodge of England was founded shortly after 
George I (reign 1714-1727) - the first Hanoverian king of the Kingdom of 
Great Britain, ascended to the throne on and the end of the 
first Jacobite rising of TB. 


The most famous emigration to America was the migration of Puritan 
separatists from the Anglican Church of England. They fled first to 
Holland, and then later to America, to establish the English colony of 
Massachusetts in New England, which later became one of the original 
United States. 

These Puritan separatists were also known as "the Pilgrims". After 
establishing a colony at Plymouth (which became part of the colony of 
Massachusetts) in 1620, the Puritan pilgrims received a charter from the 
King of England that legitimized their colony, allowing them to do trade 
and commerce with merchants in England, in accordance with the 
principles of mercantilism. This successful, though initially quite difficult, 
colony strengthened the Protestant presence in America, which had started 
in the previous decade with the establishment of New Netherlands (the 
earlier French, Spanish and Portuguese settlements had been Roman 
Catholic) and became a kind of oasis of spiritual and economic freedom, to 
which persecuted Protestants and other minorities from the British Isles and 
Europe (and later, from all over the world) fled to for peace, freedom and 
opportunity. The Pilgrims of New England disapproved of Christmas, and 
celebration was outlawed in Boston from 1659 to 1681. The ban was 
revoked in 1681 by Sir Edmund Andros, who also revoked a Puritan ban 
against festivities on Saturday night. Despite the removal of the ban, it 
wouldn't be until the middle of the 19th century that Christmas would 
become a popular holiday in the Boston region. 


The Treaty of Westphalia & the End of the Thirty Years War 


The (1648 Treaty of Westphalia ended the Thirty Years War and 
established “statehood” - i.e. technical governments subjective to other 
offices within the Holy Roman Empire. This somewhat limited the power 
and authority of the Emperor over the nobility... yet, he could use his office 
as Archduke of Austria to fight his battles... 


The Empire was in a state of decay. A complication of various countries 
within the Empire, each having its own policies and opinions, ultimately 
led to several wars. 


The “Holy” nature of the Holy Roman Empire was true for a time, but 
the emergence of the Protestant Reformation fractured the bastion of 
Roman Catholicism. How could the Emperor be a bastion of Catholicism 
when half of his subjects were active heretics... and he was helpless to do 
anything about it! 

As far as being “Roman”... - that is just a psychologically honourary 
title. The Emperors were never really ethnically Roman nor related to the 
rulers of Rome. More-so, the City of Rome was technically owned by the 
Pope via the Papacy and not even ruled by the Holy Roman Emperor 
himself! 

In 1806, Napoléon Bonaparte, who was busily conquering all of Europe, 
did away with the office and authority of the Holy Roman Emperor forever. 


Charles IT (29 May 1630 — 6 February 1685) son of 
Charles I and Henrietta Maria of France, 

Her Roman Catholicism made her unpopular in 
England, and also prohibited her from being crowned in 
an Anglican service; therefore she never had a 


coronation. 

He was king of Scotland from 1649 until his deposition in [65M], and 
king of England, Scotland and Ireland from the restoration of the monarchy 
in 91660 until his death. 

was monarch of the three kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ireland 
from Thursday, 27 March 1625 until his execution in 1649. He was 
executed at Whitehall on Saturday, 30 January 1649, at the climax of the 
English Civil War was king of England, Scotland and Ireland. 


Henrietta Maria of France, as queen consort of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland - and as the wife of King Charles I, began to immerse herself in 
national affairs as civil war loomed on the horizon. But she was compelled 
to seek refuge in France in 1644, following the birth of her youngest 
daughter, Henrietta of England, during the height of the First English 
Civil War. The execution of King Charles I in 1649 left her impoverished. 
She settled in Paris, and then returned to England after the Restoration of 
her eldest son, Charles II, to the throne. In 1665, she moved back to Paris, 
where she died four years later. 

The North American Province of Maryland was named in her honour, 
and the name was carried over into the current U.S. state of Maryland. 


Henrietta of England (16 June 1644 - 30 June 1670) married the 
unabashedly effeminate and homosexual Philippe I, Duke of Orléans (21 
September 1640-9 June 1701) younger son of Louis XIII of France and 
Anne of Austria - his brother was “Sun King” Louis XIV the Great (5 
September 1638 - 1 September 1715), a monarch of the House of Bourbon 

who reigned as King of France and Navarre from 643 until his death in 
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1715: (His reign of 72 years and 110 days is the nee recorded of any | a pit His severed rhea was displayed on a pole outside Westminster Hall 


monarch of a country in European history). 

Philippe I became an ancestor of most modern-day Roman Catholic 
royalty, giving him the nickname of “the grandfather of Europe.” 

Henrietta was instrumental in negotiating the Secret Treaty of Dover, in 
June 1670 — early in the same month as her unexpected death. Later 
Jacobite claims to the throne of Great Britain following the death of Henry 
Benedict Stuart descend from her through her daughter Anne Marie, 
Queen of Sardinia. The movement took its name from Jacobus - the 
Renaissance Latin form of Iacomus, the original Latin form of James - and 
aimed to restore the Roman Catholic Stuart King James VII of Scotland, II 
of England and Ireland, and his heirs to the thrones of England, Scotland 
and Ireland. The emblem of the Jacobites is the White Cockade - a knot of 
ribbons worn on a hat. 


Stuart King James II (1685-1688), brother to Charles, publicly 
converted to Catholicism causing the people to fear a forced return of the 
Catholic religion upon his ascension to the throne. The English Revolution 
followed the birth of a male heir to the King. The King and his household 
fled to France. The King’s son, which the Protestant’s refused to believe 
legitimate, became known as the “Old Pretender.” 


William of Orange and his queen, Mary eldest daughter 
of James II seized the throne without bloodshed, in part 
engineered by John Churchill - a forebear of William 
Churchill. James II fled to the court of France. This 
became known as the 


“Glorious Revolution” 


William was the son of William II, prince of Orange, in the Netherlands, 
and Mary, was the eldest daughter of King James I of England. 

William III led a European alliance that worked ceaselessly, and 
successfully, to restrict the power of King Louis XIV’s France. 

By 1700 the population of England and Wales had grown to 6 million. 


King Charles I of England, Scotland and Ireland was tried on a charge of 
treason and executed by Oliver Cromwell, an intensely religious self- 
styled Puritan Moses, who believed it was the only way to end the Civil 
War, and who fervently believed that God was guiding his victories. He 
was a descendant of Thomas Cromwell, chief minister of King Henry 
VIII, who was one of the strongest and most powerful advocates of the 
English Reformation - in which the Church of England broke away from 
the authority of the Pope and the Roman Catholic Church, giving rise to 
nationalism and common law, the decline of feudalism, the invention of the 
printing press and circulation of the Holy Bible, and the transmission of 
new knowledge and ideas among scholars, and the upper and middle 
classes. 

Thomas Cromwell, though, began to slide towards Protestantism... he 
was arrested, condemned to death without a trial, beheaded and his head 
put on a spike on London Bridge - his appeals for mercy unheeded. 


After the execution of Charles I, a republic was declared - the 
Commonwealth of England - and Cromwell declared himself Lord 
Protector of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland and Ireland. There 
were rebellions and mutinies and executions and genocidical anti-Catholic 
wars and massacres in Ireland and in Scotland, where women and children 
were killed. 

Cromwell suffered from malaria and urinary/kidney stone infections 
which led to his death (age 59) on 3 September 1658 - he was buried with 
great ceremony in an elaborate funeral at Westminster Abbey. But, on 30 
January 1661 - the 12th anniversary of the death of Charles I - Cromwell's 


until 1685 - it was possessed by various people and sometimes displayed, 
until being buried in 1960. 

Oliver Cromwell was one of the most controversial figures in the history 
of the British Isles, considered a regicidical dictator by some... and a hero 
of liberty or a class revolutionary by others. 


After the English Civil War had ended, as royalists, the Kirke brothers 
were on the losing side - and no longer protected by the Crown. The 


The Battle of Vienna took place at Kahlenberg 
Mountain near Vienna on 12 September 1683 after the 
imperial city had been besieged by the Ottoman Empire 
for two months. 


It was not until William of Orange married Queen Mary II of England 
daughter of King James, and created the Bank of England in 1694. 


Mary II of England (30 April 1662 — 28 December 1694) was eldest 
daughter of James, Duke of York (the future James II & VID, and his first 
wife, Anne Hyde, Duchess of York and of Albany daughter of commoner 
Edward Hyde and Mary Langford, daughter and co-heiress of Edward 
Langford of Trowbridge - Edward Hyde, Ist Earl of Clarendon, served as 
Lord Chancellor to King Charles II from 1658, two years before the 
Restoration of the Monarchy, until 1667: Originally an Anglican, Anne 
Hyde converted to Catholicism in 1660 after she became pregnant by 
James - soon after her marriage to him. 

James and Anne first met in the Netherlands while she was living in the 
household of James’ sister Mary Henrietta (4 November 1631 — 24 
December 1660), Princess Royal and Princess of Orange and Countess of 
Nassau eldest daughter of King Charles I of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland and his wife, Henrietta Maria of France by marriage to Prince 
William II (27 May 1626 — 6 November 1650) son and heir of Frederick 
Henry, Prince of Orange and Stadtholder of the United Provinces, and of 
Amalia of Solms-Braunfels, sovereign Prince of Orange and stadtholder of 
the United Provinces of the Netherlands from Thursday, 
until his death three years later. His only child, also named William, would 
go on to reign as William III of England and Ireland, as well as William IT 
in Scotland. Mary was the first daughter of a British sovereign to hold the 
title Princess Royal. She was co-regent for her son during his minority as 
Sovereign Prince of Orange from M65ItON660. 

James was a known philanderer who kept many mistresses, for which 
Anne often reproached him, once even complaining to the king, who sent 
one of James’ mistresses to the countryside, where she remained until her 
death. Nonetheless, James fathered many illegitimate children. Years after 
Anne had herself converted, James avowed his Catholicism, which was a 
contributing factor to the Glorious Revolution. This was through Anne’s 
influence; she had been exposed to Catholicism during visits to the 
Netherlands and France and was strongly attracted thereto. She suffered 
from advanced breast cancer and died shortly after giving birth to her last 
child. 


Mary II was joint monarch of England, Scotland, and Ireland with her 
husband and first cousin, William of Orange, from 1689 until her death. 


body was exhumed, subjected to a ritual posthumous execution with three | William and Mary, both Protestants, became king and queen regnant 
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the English Bill of Rights and the deposition of her Roman Catholic father, 
James II and VII. William became sole ruler upon her death in 9694. 
Popular histories usually refer to their joint reign as that of “William and 
Mary.” 

Mary wielded less power than William when he was in England, ceding 
most of her authority to him, though he heavily relied on her. She did, 
however, act alone when William was engaged in military campaigns 
abroad, proving herself to be a powerful, firm, and effective ruler. 


Jews get a Central Bank in England 

William Stadtholder, a Dutch army careerist, was a handsome chap 
with money problems. The Jews saw another opportunity and through their 
influence arranged for William’s elevation to Captain General of the Dutch 
Forces. The next step up the ladder for William was his elevation by the 
Jews to the aristocratic title of William, Prince of Orange. 

The Jews then arranged a meeting between William and Mary II of 
England eldest daughter of the Duke of York. The Duke was only one 
place removed from becoming King of England. In 1677 Princess Mary of 
England married William Prince of Orange. 

To place William upon the throne of England it was necessary to get rid 
of both Charles II and the Duke of York, who was slated to become 
James II of the Stuarts. It is important to note that none of the Stuarts 
would grant charter for an English national bank. That is why murder, 
civil war, and religious conflicts plagued their reigns by the Jewish 
bankers. 

In 1685, King Charles II died and the Duke of York became King James 
II of England. In 1688 the Jews ordered William Prince of Orange to land 
in England at Torbay. Because of an ongoing Campaign of L’Infamie 
against King James II contrived by the Jews, he abdicated and fled to 
France. William of Orange and Mary were proclaimed King and Queen of 
England. 

Capitalism is Usury: Its defining belief is ‘return on investment.’ This 
is an extension of the ‘time value’ of money, which is the central tenet of 
modern economics. Capitalism is unthinkable without banking and banking 
is institutionalized Usury. 

Usury is Plutocracy: Compound interest makes it unavoidable that the 
very richest own everything in generations. 

The new King William III soon got England involved in costly wars 
against Catholic France which put England deep into debt. Here was the 
Jewish bankers’ chance to collect. So King William, under orders from the 
Elders of Zion in Amsterdam, persuaded the British Treasury to borrow 
1.25 million pounds sterling from the Jewish bankers who had helped him 
to the throne - thus inviting Jewish capital to migrate into England from 
Amsterdam. 

Since the state’s debts had risen dramatically, the government had no 
choice but to accept. But there were conditions attached: The names of the 
lenders were to be kept secret and that they be granted a charter 
establishing of a Central Bank of England - the formation of which 
authorized the printing of “notes” (i.e. “paper money” printed out of thin 
air) using loans against the actual gold and silver owned by the “crown” 
(i.e. the “monarchy” simply confiscated the gold of London goldsmiths 
through taxation) as collateral. Parliament accepted and the Jewish bankers 
sunk their tentacles into Great Britain... and they controlled the economy 
through manipulation of the money-supply. 

The bank was privately-owned and the names of the founders were kept 
secret, although the names of all other stock subscribers appeared in the 
subscription book. 


Yom Tov Algazi(1727-1802), the son of Israel Jacob Algazi (1680-1756), 
was, like his father, a principal member of the Bet El Yeshiva and a 
member of the initial circle around Shalom Sharabi and Hayyim Joseph 
David Azulay. He became Rishon le-Siyyon (Heb. chief rabbi) in 1777. As 
an emissary (Heb. shadar) for the Jerusalem community, he traveled widely 
in Europe and made a favorable impression on such monolithic figures of 
the Hungarian rabbinate as Moses Sofer (Hatam Sofer) and his father-in- 
law, Akiva Eiger. 

Yom Tov Algazi was the head of Bet El for the last twenty-five years of his 
life, from 1780 to 1802. At the end of his life he was bedeviled by the 
financial problems of the Hebron community. He assumed its financial 
burdens, but before he could resolve them, his son Jacob was beaten to 
death by the community’s creditors. Algazi authored a number of works: 
Simhat Yom Tov (Holiday Joy), Responsa on the Turim; Qedushat Yom 
Tov (Holiday Sanctity), responses to Maimonides’s halakhic rulings; the 
short composition Da’‘at le-Hisha’el (Knowledge to Ask), addressing 
unresolved matters in his father’s writings; Yom Tov de-Rabbanan (The 
Holidays of Our Masters), on aggada; Get Mequshshar (A Folded Bill of 
Divorce), published at the end of his father’s Ne’ot Ya‘aqov (Jacob’s 
Pastures); and Hilkhot Yom Tov (The Laws of Holiday), which is printed 
in the Vilna edition of the Talmud. One of his responsa was instrumental in 
a later controversy in the Bet El community regarding the appropriate 
observance of the Sabbatical year. 


Israel Jacob ben Yom Tov Algazi (born in Izmir in 1680) grandson 
of Solomon Nissim Algazi the Elder was a member of the Keter Torah 
school of religious study (Heb., bet midrash) in Izmir and was respected 
for his piety. It is possible that he immigrated to the “Land of Israel” Brot 

, for - according to his own account, he found and brought back 
from there the handwritten text of Hemdat Yamim. He returned to 
Jerusalem in the , where he taught at the Neveh Shalom-—Brit 
Avraham seminary (1735), and later joined the Bet-El circle of mystics 
(see also, Bet El Kabbalists)... rising to become their leader. In [9755 he 
was appointed Sephardic chief rabbi in Jerusalem (rishon le-siyyon), but 
he died the following year (1756). He was the author of more than twenty 
books, including a collection of responsa: Emet le-Ya‘aqov, Ar‘a de- 
Rabbanan, Qehillat Ya‘aqov, Shalme Sibbur, Shalme Hagiga, and others. 
Other works remain in manuscript. His son, Yom Tov ben Israel Jacob 
Algazi, was born in Izmir in 1727, but moved with his family to Jerusalem. 
Known even in his youth as one of the foremost scholars in Jerusalem, he 
later traveled abroad as a rabbinical emissary (Heb., shadar or meshullah). 
Like his father, he served as the head of the Neveh Shalom—Brit Avraham 
seminary and was a member of the kabbalist Bet-El seminary. Following 
the death of Shalom Shar‘abi (1727-1777) he was appointed head of the 
latter school. He became the “rishon le-siyyon” as early as 1773 and 
continued in this post until his death in 1802. Among his books were 
Qedushat Yom Tov, Shevut Yom Tov, Yom Tov de-Rabbanan, and 
Hilkhot Yom Tov. 


Responsa by R. Israel Jacob Burla (d. 1798). He is mentioned in 1770 as 
one of the seven leading scholars who headed the Jerusalem community. 
He was a member of the bet din of R. Yom Tov Algazi, and later av bet 
din. In 1774, a year after the invasion of Erez Israel by the armies of Ali 
Bey, ruler of Egypt, he and R. Yakar b. Abraham Gershon Kitover traveled 
to Europe as emissaries, to acquaint the communities there with the 
misfortunes of the Jerusalem community and to enlist their aid. His letter of 
appointment, printed in Portuguese in Amsterdam, 1776, contains an 
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account of important historical events. His plan for a system of taxation, 
written at the request of the communal leaders of Siena, during his stay 
there in 1777, was published in Italian in a pamphlet entitled Legge del 
Zorkhei Zibbur (Florence, 1778). In 1782 Israel was back in Jerusalem, 
where he remained for the rest of his life. His responsa, Mekor Yisrael 
(1882), were published by his great-grandson, R. Joseph Nissim Burla, 
together with the responsa, Nahalat Ye'udah, of his son, R. Judah Burla. 


Concluding Remarks 


After the French-Indian Wars had ended, the British took over 
Montréal on 8 September 1760... and the first Jews, soldiers in the British 
army, established a settlement in Canada which, after the surrender of New 
France under the Treaty of Paris (1763), attracted Jews from the Thirteen 
Colonies, England, Netherlands and Germany. 
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